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I\^EFACE. 



This Book, embrapCing a series of addresses delivered before 
A. P. Hill Camp of Confederate Veterans, of Petersburg, Va., 
has the approval of that organization of ex-Confederate soldiers 
in the following resolution of the camp adopted at its meeting 
on the evening of May 5th, 1892: 

Whereas, The camp has been informed that Comrade Geo. 8. Bernard 
proposes to publish in book form the several addresses which have been 
delivered before the camp and furnished him in writing, with such notes 
and other addenda as he may deem necessary and proper, the book to be 
entitled "War Talks of Confederate Veterans," and has offered 
to share equally with the camp all profits that may come to him from 
the proposed publication, provided the camp will apply the money to 
the purchase and collection of books and other literature relating to the 
late war, for the use of the camp ; jtherefore. 

Resolved^ Ist, That the camp, having confidence in Comrade Bernard ^s 
fitness to edit the proposed volume, cordially approves his plan to do so. 

Resolvedy 2nd^ That the camp, thanking Comrade Bernard for his offfer 
to share equally with it his profits to accrue from the publication of the 
book, upon the condition that the camp will apply the money as indica- 
ted in the foregoing preamble, accepts said oflTer and will apply what- 
ever it may receive to the purpose aforesaid. 

• 

The whole matter of this book — the casualties in Pegram's bat- 
tery, Mahone's and Wise's Virginia, Clingnran's and Eansom's 
North Carolina, and Saunders' Alabama brigades, at the battle of 
the Crater, which are reproduced from the Petersburg (Va.) Ex- 
press of August 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th, 1864, a few foot-notes, 
and some few words in the text excepted — was published in weekly 
instalments in the Rural Messenger , a weekly pax)er published in 
Petersburg, Va., the first instalment appearing in its issue of May 
28th, 1892, and the last instalment in its issue of November 5th, 
1892. 

An invitation was given in each issue of this journal to all who 
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might see it to aid in eliminating errors and perfecting the work, 
this invitation being as follows: 

In the publication of this work every effort has been, and, until it finally 
goes to press, will be made, to secure accuracy of statement, and accord- 
ingly all who may read the weekly instalments ot matter which will 
appear in the Rural Messenger are earnestly requested, should any error 
of any kind whatsoever be noticed, to write to the undersigned and call 
his attention thereto, in order that it may be corrected. These errors 
may be of names, dates, statements of facts, or of other character. Very 
thankfully will he receive all help which any kind reader may so render 
towards the end had in view. Particularly will statements of facts or 
incidents which may be within the personal knowledge of a reader be 
received and given place in the form of notes or addenda^ when they 
may serve to elucidate the subject matter of any address. 

« 

Eesponding to this invitation, and to personal applications, 
many gentlemen, including several who served in the Federal 
army, and some ladies,, kindly furnished a considerable quantity 
of most interesting and valuable matter in the way of personal 
recollections — much of it well and graphically narrated — for in- 
corporation into the work among the addenda, thereby not only 
placing the undersigned under i)ersonal obligations to each and 
all of them, which he hereby acknowledges with many thanks, 
but also placing under obligations to them all who feel an inter- 
est in preserving from obli\aon just that class of facts and inci- 
dents which the pages of this book show to have been thus fur- 
nished and which always have a charm not i)Ossessed by history 
of the graver character. 

All of the statements so collected have been carefully corrected 
and are believed to be in the main correct. By correspondence 
and i)ersonal interviews with those who made them, great care 
has been taken to eliminate all that was doubtful and to have 
the several statements correct before they were printed in this 
volume, and each statement has the authority of a reputable and 
responsible si)onsor, as has each opinion therein expressed or 

i sentiment therein uttered. 

' To Mr. Wm. L. Sheppard, of Kichmond, Ya., for his illustra- 

tion of the incident of Crampton's Gap, described on page 28, 
and to Mr. C. E. Rees, of Petersburg, Va., for his photographic*. 

I views of the Crater, the undersigned is indebted . 

G, S. B. 
Petersburg, Va., December i, 189S. 
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lOGRAPHICAL SkETCHES. 



The sevebal addhesses published in this book having been 
printed in the columns of the Rural Messenger ^ a weekly news- 
paper published in the city of Petersburg, Va., that journal, con- 
temporaneously with the appearance of each address, published a 
brief biographical sketch of the gentleman who delivered it. 

The sketches so published were as follows: 



JWO. M. PILCHEE. 

The subject of this sketch, John M. Pilcher, born in the city 
of Eichmond, Va., July 16, 1841, was educated in that city, 
mainly at the classical school of Mr. L. S. Squire, and at Rich- 
mond College, from which he graduated as a Master of Arts in 
April, 1861. A sufferer at that time from weak eyes, his pro- 
posed enlistment as a volunteer in the Confederate army, by ad- 
vice of his physician, was deferred, and accordingly he taught 
school till July, 1862, when he became a clerk in one of the mil- 
itary hospitals in the city of Richmond. In September, 1862, 
he was transferred to the office of the medical director. Dr. E. S. 
Gaillard, in that city, where he remained till the following May, 
when he enlisted in an artillery company which was a part of 
the Tiedegar battalion. In July, 1863, he was appointed ser- 
geant-major of the battalion — the several companies of which, 
with other companies, were formed into the 2nd regiment of lo- 
cal defense tFOOjw, with which command Mr. Pilcher served as 
occasion required until the close of the war. 

Whilst in camp young Pilcher frequently preached to his com- 
rades, as he did to other congregations, and, when the war closed, 
looking to his entry into the ministry, whilst conducting a suc- 
cessful business in the city of Richmond, he preached as a licen- 
tiate. In March, 1868, he organized the Sidney (now Grove 
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Avenue) Baptist church, near Eichmond; in February, 1870, 
was ordained to the full work of the ministry; in 1871 took charge 
of a large and difficult pastorate in Alleghany and Bath counties; 
in 1880 was elected general sux)erintendent of the Sunday School 
and Bible Board of the Baptist Greneral Association of Virginia, 
and came to the city of Petersburg, where he now resides. This 
position he still holds. 

In December, 1887, A. P. Hill Camp Confederate Veterans, of 
Petersburg, elected him its first chaplain, and in January, 1890, 
Richmond College conferred on him the honorary degree of doc- 
tor of divinity. — Rural Messenger j May 21, 1892, 



GEO. S. BEBNAED. 

Geo. S. Bernard, bom in Culi)ei)er county, Va., August 27, 
1837, was educated in the city of Petersburg, Va., and at the 
University of Virginia, at which institution he was a student 
the sessions of 1855- '6 and 1856-'7. From October, 1857, to June, 
1858, he taught school, and was admitted to the bar in the city 
of Petersburg in June, 1859. 

In April, 1861, being a member of the Petersburg Eiflemen, 
he went with his command to Norfolk, Va., on the expedition 
made on the evening of April 20, 1861, by the Petersburg bat- 
talion of volunteer companies under Maj. D. A. Weisiger, with 
orders to capture the navy yard at Gosport, and served with the 
Petersburg troops until his discharge from the army in the fall 
of 1861, having had a severe spell of fever, contracted whilst in 
camp at Norfolk. 

In March, 1862, having recovered his health, Mr. Bernard re- 
enlisted, this time as a sergeant in the Meherrin Greys, a volun- 
teer company organized in Greensville county, Va., where he had 
taught school for a few weeks, between the middle of January 
and the date of enlistment. With this company he returned to 
Norfolk in April, 1862, and, the company becoming a part of the 
12th Virginia regiment, of Gen. Wm. Mahone's brigade, he 
served with it in the campaign around Eichmond, and in the 
Maryland campaign, until wounded and captured in the battle 
of Crampton's Gap, Maryland, September 14, 1862. 

Betuming to his command in April, 1863, now as a member 
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of the Petersburg Eiflemen, into which he had been transferred, 
he served with this command the remainder of the war, with the 
exception of some six weeks in the summer of 1863, when, be- 
ing a sufferer from his wound received the preceding September, 
he was in the commissary department under Maj. F. E. Scott, at 
Orange Court-House, participating in all of the priacipal engage- 
ments in which Mahone's brigade took part, and receiving a 
slight wound in the battle of Hatcher's Eun, February 6, 1865. 

At the close of the war, in the fall of 1865, Mr. Bernard was 
employed as local editor of the Petersburg Express, but resumed 
the practice of his profession in December of that year. In 1870, 
or 1871, and for several years subsequently, he was a member of 
the school board of the city of Petersburg. In 1877 he was 
elected one of the delegates from this city to the General Assem- 
bly, and served three sessions during his term of two years. In 
1881, on the organization of the ^N'orfolk and Western Eailroad 
Company, he was appointed its attorney for thip city, and for six 
of the counties through which the road runs, which position he 
still holds. In 1882 he was elected prosecuting attorney for the 
city of Petersbui'g, and re-elected to the same office in 1884 and 
1886. 

Mr. Bernard has written much for the press on subjects of pub- 
lic interest. In 1885 he published a work on civil service reform, 
entitled ^^Civil Service Eeform vs. The Spoils System." — Bural 
Messenger, May 28, 1892, 



WM. E. CAMEEON. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Petersburg, Va., on 
November 19, 1842, attended the schools of Charles Campbell 
and Thomas S. Davidson in that city, and subsequently was 
two sessions at the North Carolina Military Academy at Hills- 
boro. In 1859, when but a lad, he- went west, located in Mis- 
souri, and obtained employment as a clerk on one or more of the 
steamers of the St. Louis and Memphis Packet Company, and 
was so engaged at the commencement of the civil war in the 
spring of 1861. Being present at Camp Jackson with the Mis- 
souri Minute Men when they were captured by Gen. Lyon, he 
e8cai)ed in the confusion and left on the last boat that went south . 
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In a few days young Cameron was in Virginia, and rejwrted 
for duty at IN'orfolk as a member of Capt. John P. May's com- 
pany, the City Guard, of Petersburg, Va., which, upon the or- 
ganization of the 12th Virginia regiment, became Company A 
of that regiment. He had been in eamp but a few days when 
he was elected second lieutenant of Co. D. In May, 1862, he 
was appointed adjutant of the regiment, and was with the com- 
mand until he received in the battle of Second Manassas a wound 
which disabled him until the following December, when he re- 
ported for duty during the battle of Fredericksburg. 

A few days after returning to his command, Lieut. Cameron 
was detailed as brigade-inspector of Mahone's brigade, and as 
such served until June 1, 1863, when he again returned to his 
command and served with it in the Gettysburg campaign and 
subsequently until December, 1863, when he was commissioned 
as captain in the inspector -generaPs department, and, being 
assigned to duty with Davis' brigade, of Heth's division, served 
in this capacity until the summer of 1864, participating in the 
battles from the Wilderness to the Weldon railroad. 

In October, 1864, Capt. Cameron was commissioned as assist- 
ant adjutant-genneral, and in this capacity returned to his old 
brigade (Mahone's), now under the command of Gen. David A. 
Weisiger, and remained with it until it surrendered at Appomat- 
tox Court-House. 

The war ended, Capt. Cameron, located in his native city, read 
law under the direction of Judge Wm. T. Joynes, at the same 
time being engaged as local editor of the Petersburg Index, then 
in the first year of its existence. In the spring of 1866 he re- 
moved to Norfolk and became the editor of the ^N'orfolk Virginian; 
but within a few months he was again in Petersburg, now as the 
editor of the Index. In 1870 he edited the Richmond Whig, and 
later the Richmond Enquirer. But during these eventful years 
Capt. Cameron was a conspicuous figure. Instrumental in aid- 
ing to bring about the order of things by which the state was 
rid of threatened carpet-bag rule, he was a leader of considera- 
ble influence. A supporter of Governor Gilbert C. Walker, he 
was a member of his staff with the rank of colonel. 

In 1876 Col. Cameron was elected mayor of his native city, 
and by successive elections held the office until December 31, 1881, 



xlv BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 



when he resigned to become the governor of Virginia, having 
been elected to the office in November, 1881, over Major John 
W. Daniel. It was said that when Daniel and he canvassed the 
state two such brilliant young men had rarely before met on the 
stump as candidates for any office within the gift of the people. 
On the first of January, 1886, Gov. Cameron retired from office 
and opened a law office in Petersburg, where he quietly pursued 
his profession until the early part of the present year (1892), 
when he removed to Florida. — Rural Messenger, June 9, 1892, 



SIMON SEWAED. 

Simon Seward was bom in 1844, in Surry county, Va., near 
James river, and in 1854 came with his parents to Petersburg to 
reside. In his native county and in Petersburg he attended 
school, but early in the war he enlisted in the Confederate army 
as a member of Capt. E. A. Goodwyn's company, 12th Virginia 
Cavalry, and participated with his command in several en- 
gagements, among them those at Brandy Station, Middleburg 
and Ashby's Gap. 

In the summer of 1863, when the regiment was in Maryland 
on its way to Gettysburg, young Seward was captured near Kock- 
ville, Md., and, after being confined six weeks in the Old Capi- 
tal prison, in the city of Washington, was sent to Point Lookout, 
at which place he was a prisoner until the night of December 1, 
1863, when he made his escape. 

Eeturning to Petersburg soon after the surrender, Mr. Seward 
b^an business as a retail grocer, but, soon extending his busi- 
ness, became one of the wholesale grocers of this city. Leaving 
the business of merchandizing, he took hold of that of milling, 
and conducted this business successfully for several years. More 
recently, however, he has been conducting the business of a man- 
ufacturer of trunks and traveling bags, his establishment being 
one of the largest in the South. 

For many years Mr. Seward was a meml)er of the common 
council of Petersburg, officiating as chairman of its street com- 
mittee. At this time he is a member of the city school board, 
of which he is the vice-president. — Rural Me^sseimer, July 2, 1892. 
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JOHN E. TUENEE. 
John E. Tomer was bom in Warren county, N. C, September 
6, 1837, and attended school in that county until he was about 
eighteen years of age, when he entered as a clerk the mercantile 
establishment of Cheatham & Moore, of Eidgway, N. C, prom- 
inent merchants of that place. Here he remained until the fall 
of 1859, when he came to Petersburg, Va., and secured a like 
situation with the old dry -goods house of Davis, Abrahams & 
Lyon, of this city, with which firm he remained until January, 
1861, and then became a clerk with Messrs. Peebles, Plummer 
&Co., wholesale grocers and commission merchants of Peters- 
burg, with whom he was living at the beginning of the war. 

In May, 1861, young Turner enlisted in the Confederate army 
at Xorfolk as a member of Company C (Capt. Thos. H. Bond), 
12th Virginia regiment, and in the spring of 1862 was transfer- 
red to the Petersburg Eiflemen (Company E ) of the same regiment, 
with which he remained until the close of the war. At the bat- 
tle of Second Manassas he received three wounds, which disabled 
him for service until July, 1863, when he rejoined his command 
at Hagerstown, Md., and served with it continously thereafter 
mitil wounded at the battle of Burgess' Mill, October 27, 1864. 
From this wound he sufficiently recovered to be able to report 
for duty in March, 1865, when he returned to his company, and 
with it served until it reached Appomattox Court-House, and 
there surrendered his musket — one of the eighteen surrendered 
by the company — ^he being among those who were in the last line 
of battle formed by the historic Army of Northern Virginia. 

The war ended, Mr. Turner, after spending a few months in 
his native state, returned to Petersburg and again entered into 
mercantile Ufe. After serving as a clerk for several years with 
leading dry -goods houses of the city, in 1875 he entered into bu- 
siness "with his old Comrade of the Petersburg Eiflemen, W. H. 
Scott, and these two gentlemen for several years conducted busi- 
ness as dry-goods merchants under the firm name of Turner & 
Scott. This firm, however, was dissolved in 1883, and Mr. Tur- 
ner has since carried on a large dry -goods business on his own 
account. He is a member of the M. E. church, and for nearly 
twenty years has held the position of a steward of his church. — 
Rural Messenger, July 9, 1892, 
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FLETCHEE H. AECHEE. 

In to-day's Messenger we publish the address of Col. Fletcher 
H. Archer, entitled '^The Defense of Petersburg on the 9th of 
June, 1864,'' in which this gentlemen tells in strong and clear 
English, and with becoming modesty, the story of one of the 
most striking engagements of the war — an engagement in which 
civilians, old men and boys, went out and in defense of their 
homes engaged the trained soldiers of the Federal army. In this 

m 

engagement Col. Archer was a conspicuous figure, and as the 
gallant commandant of this little band that met the force of Gen. 
Kautz at the Rives farm his name has been enrolled on the re- 
cords of imperishable history. 

Among the several addresses to api)ear in *^War Talks of Con- 
federate Veterans," none will be read with more, as none will tell 
a story of so much, interest. 

Fletcher H. Archer was born and r^red in the town of Peters- 
burg, state of Virginia. His parents, Allin Archer and Pru- 
dence (Whitworth) Archer were of Anglo-Saxon origin, their 
ancestors having come from England to Virginia at an early pe- 
riod of her history. 

His educational advantages were good, having had access to 
some of the best schools of the town for more than a decade of 
years. Laying aside other pursuits, and determining to enter 
the legal profession, he engaged in a course of study to that end, 
and going to the University of Virginia took the degree of B. 
L. on the 3rd day of July, 1841 . Eeturning from college he 
commenced practice in his native town. In 1844 he was elected 
an honorary member of the Franklin Literary Society of Ran- 
dolph Macon College. In December, 1846, he was chosen cap- 
tain of the Petersburg Mexican Volunteers, a company raised 
for service in the war with Mexico, went to that distant land and 
served on Gen. Taylor's line until the close of the war. 

Upon his return home on the first day of August, 1848, he 
found that during his absence he had been elected by the officers 
of the 39th Virginia militia lieutenant -colonel of that regiment. 
Accepting the commission in token of his appreciation of the 
compliment tendered him, he retained it but a short time and 
then resigned. 

At the beginning of the war between the states, within two 
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days after Virginia had seceded from the Union, although prior 
to that event he had entertained conservative views, he raised a 
company of one hundred men for service and was elected its cap- 
tain. About two weeks thereafter, on the 5th of May, 1861, he 
was appointed lieutenant-colonel in the active force of Virginia 
volunteers, and on reporting at Norfolk, to which place he was 
ordered, was assigned to the 3rd Virginia regiment of infantry, 
which was then stationed at the Naval Hospital. 

Upon the removal of this regiment to BurwelPs Bay by order 
of General Huger, department commander, Col. Archer was re- 
tained in command of the Naval Hospital, where he remained 
until the 27th of June, when at his own reciuest he was relieved 
and proceeded to rejoin his regiment. Alternately performing 
duty with his regiment and on detached service until the 8th of 
September, he then, in obedience to orders received from Gen. 
Pemberton the day prevfous, repaired to Hardy's Bluff, on James 
River, near the head of the bay, and took command of a battal- 
ion stationed there as a covering force and garrision to Fort Hu- 
ger, and of a gun in battery at Stone House Landing. Eetaining 
a nominal connection with the 3rd regiment until the 19th of 
October, he was then detached and i)ermanently assigned to the 
command of the battalion aforesaid, with Major John P. Wilson 
as second in command. 

Continuing at this point until the 5th of April, 1862, Col. Ar- 
cher was, in consequence of the changes incident to the advance 
of McClellan up the Peninsula, then called to Smithfield to take 
command of the 1st brigade, department of Norfolk. Remaining 
at Smithfield, he continued in command of the brigade until after 
Norfolk was evacuated, participating in the stirring events con- 
nected with that movement and the passage of the enemy's gun- 
boats up the river. 

Upon the reorganization of the army in May, 1862, having de- 
clined being a candidate for office in the battalion he had com- 
manded, though invited so to do, he became entitled to retire to 
civil life, and as soon as his services could be spared he was hon- 
orably relieved by the department commander and returned 
home. Remaining in the quietude of civil pursuits for a time, 
he watched the course of events, and when it became evident 
that his services would be again needed, he was prompt to accord 



rvUl BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 



them; commanding first a company and then a battalion of local 
state troojw, and when a battalion of Confederate reserves was 
organized he was appointed to the command of that, with the 
rank first of major, and then of lieutenant-colonel. In this po- 
sition he continued until the close of the war, having command 
of most of the local force doing duty ujhxi the lines around the 
city of Petersburg, and surrendering with a i)ortion of them at 
Appomattox Court-House, where he and they were paroled. In 
the various engagements through which he passed, he was twice 
wounded, first in the arm at Battery 16, Avery's farm. Prince 
George county, on the 16th of June, 1864, and secondly in the 
battle of Sailor's Creek, on the retreat, April 6th, 1865, slightly 
in the face. In the last mentioned engagement his horse was shot 
under him, and subsequently died. 

Eeturning home after the surrender, Col. Archer resumed the 
practice of his profession. On the 2nd day of January, 1882, he 
was elected by the common council of the city of Petersburg 
mayor of the city to fill a vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of Col. Wm. E. Cameron, who on the day before had qualified 
as governor of the state of Virginia. This office he filled to the 
end of the year, and for a brief period in the year 1883, when he 
gave place to his republican opponent, Hon. T. J. Jarratt, who, 
after litigation, had successfully asserted his claim to the i)osi- 
tion. Since then he has held no public office. — Rural Messenger, 
Jtdy 16 J 1892. 



FREEMAN W. JO:srES. 

The subject of this sketch. Freeman W. Jones, was bom in 
Brunswick county, Va., August 7, 1846, and when the war be- 
gan was a mere boy, not fourteen years of age. In April, 1864, 
still a lad, he enlisted as a private in the Ebenezer Grays, a com- 
X>any organized at the b^inning of the war in Brunswick county, 
and which at the time of his enlistment was Comx>any E, of the 
66th Virginia r^ment, Hunton's brigade, Pickett's division. 
Young Jones x>^^^^^P^^^ wi^ his command in the battle of 
Cold Harbor in June, 1864, and other engagements, receiving a 
wound on the 24th of July, 1864, whilst a skirmish line of his 
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brigade was engaged in a charge ux>on the enemy's picket line 
on the Bermuda front, in Chesterfield county, Va. 

Having recovered from his wound, he rejoined his command in 
January, 1865, went as a volunteer on the exi)edition of Capt. 
Charles W. Eead, of the Confederate States navy, and being pres- 
ent with his command near Five Forks, was captured on Friday 
evening, March 31, 1865, and taken to Point Lookout, where he 
remained until about the middle of June, 1865, when he was pa- 
roled and returned home. 

For a short while after the war Mr. Jones was engaged in 
farming, but in the spring of 1867, wishing to try his fortune in 
a distant state, he went to Texas, intending to go thence to Cali- 
fornia. 

The company with which he was to go to California, after hav- 
ing gotten everything in readiness to make the journey, deemed 
it best to abandon the trip, in view of the fact that at that time 
the country through which they expected to pass was infested 
with Indians who were making many hostile demonstrations. 
Young Jones then turned his attention to cattle grazing, and be- 
came a Texas cow-boy in San Patricio, one of the southwestern 
counties of the state. This life, however, was not suited to his 
tastes, and after an experience of a few months he determined to 
return to Virginia. Accordingly, in company with a single 
Mend, he made his way on horseback, several hundred miles, 
from San Patricio to Vicksburg, Miss., the two taking with them 
a drove of thirty-odd horses, a journey at that time accompanied 
with no little danger, and against which they were warned by 
many, but which, after many adventures, they accomplished in 
safety. 

Beaching Mississippi, after a short sojourn there, Mr. Jones 
returned to his native state and county, and again resumed the 
business of farming, which he pursued until 1870, when he was 
elected sheriff of his county, an office which he filled for nine 
years, being repeatedly re-elected. 

In January, 1880, having resigned the office of sheriff of Bruns- 
wick county to accept the office of sampler of tobacco at Centre 
warehouse in the city of Petersburg, Va., he removed to this 
city and held the latter office until the same was abolished. 

In 1888 Mr. Jones was elected sergeant of the city of Peters- 
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burg, and held the office one term. At this time he is engaged 
with Messrs. C. A. Pope & Co., the lessees of Centre warehouse, 
for the sale of tobacco. — BurdL Messenger j September 17, 1892. 



JOHN HEEBEET CLAIBOENE. 

John Herbert Claiborne was born in the county of Brunswick, 
Va., and at the early age of nine years was sent to a large board- 
ing school at Leesburg, N. C. At the expiration of two years he 
was matriculated at the Ebenezer Academy, in his native coun- 
ty, one of the oldest educational institutions in the state, where 
he remained until sufficiently advanced to enter college. 

In 1844 young Claiborne entered the Freshman class of Ean- 
dolph Macon College, and, after the four years, curriculum usual 
at that time, was graduated with the degree of A. B. Subse- 
quently the degree of master of arts was conferred upon him by 
the same college. 

Having now received his diploma the subject of this sketch 
turned his attention to the profession of which he has been for 
many years a distinguished member, and having attended a 
course of lectures in the medical school of the University of Vir- 
ginia during the session of 1848- '49, in the summer of 1849 grad- 
uated from that institution with the degree of doctor of medi- 
cine, and subsequently with the same degree from the Jefferson 
Medical College of Philadelphia, and the Pennsylvania Hospital. 

On the 1st day of January, 1851, Dr. Claiborne began the prac- 
tice of medicine in the city of Petersburg. 

In 1855 he was elected by the people of his adopted city to re- 
present them in the lower house of the General Assembly, and 
two years later he was elected state senator from this district, in 
which body he served until the war began. When the 4th bat- 
talion of Virginia volunteers, comi)osed of the military compa- 
nies of the city of Petersburg, left the city on the afternoon of 
Saturday, April 20, 1861, for IN'orfolk, Dr. Claibome, with the 
rank of captain, went with them. In May, 1861, he was made 
full surgeon, with the rank of major, and assigned to duty with 
the 12th Virginia raiment. 
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Whilst in the field with his command^ Dr. Claibofne was, in 
May, 1861, re-elected' to the senate, but remained with his regi- 
ment until December 1, 1861, when he was ordered by the secre- 
tary of war of the Confederate States to take his seat in the sen- 
ate. This order he obeyed, took his seat, and immediately sent 
his resignation to the president of the senate, and asked for fur- 
ther orders. 

His place as surgeon of the 12th Virginia regiment having 
been filled, he was assigned to the duty of organizing and equip- 
ing general hospitals, a duty which kept him principally in Pe- 
tersburg. 

In June, 1864, when Greneral Lee's army occupied Peters- 
burg, Dr. Caiborne was the senior surgeon of the i)ost, and was 
assigned to duty as executive officer and chief surgeon of all of 
the general military hospitals in Petersburg and its vicinity. 
He has given some account of his service in this capacity in his 
address, *'Last Days of Lee and his Paladins.'' 

Besides having the titles of A. B., A. M., and M. D., Dr. 
Claiborne is also an honorary fellow and ex-president of the 
Medical Society of Virginia, is a feUow of the Southern Surgical 
and Gyneocological Association of the American Medical Associ- 
ation, of the American Health Association, and of the Boston 
Gyneocological Association, and is feUow-elect of Victoria Insti- 
tute of Great Britain. For twenty years past he has contributed 
largely to scientific and medical journals, and is the author of 
'*Eei)orts from Private Practice,'' &c., a work said by Prof. Da- 
vis, of the University of Virginia, to be one of the most thought- 
ful digests with which he has met. 

Since the war Dr. Claiborne has confined himself to the prac- 
tice of his profession in the city of Petersburg, refusing aU offers 
of preferment except the i)osition of health officer of the city for 
the brief period of one year, and member of the board of state 
examiners for three years. When he was health officer of Pe- 
tersburg his administration was marked with great ability, but 
he was years in advance of the city council who apx)ointed him, 
and accordingly his powers were soon revoked. — Rural Messen- 
ger j September 24, 1892. 
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JAMES M. MULLEN. 



In the Messenger of this week begau the pablication of the ad- 
dress of Hon. James M. MuUen, entitled "Last Days of John- 
stou's Army," delivered before A. P. Hill Camp of Coni'ederate 
Veterans of Petersburg, Va., on the evening of November 25th, 
1890, which will constitute the last chapter of Mr. Bernard's 
forthcoming book, "War Talks of Confederate Veterans," save 
one which will be in the form of an appmdix, and will contain 
sundry matters which could not be otherwise incorporated into 
the book. 

James M. Mullen, a native of Pasquotank, North Carolina, was 
bom on the 10th of September, 1845. He was educated in the 
county of Perquimans of that state at the Hertford Male Acad- 
emy. When the war began young Mullen was but a boy, not 
sixteen years of age. He ha<I, however, passed this age only a few 
months, when, in February, 1862, he left his studies, and like num- 
bers of the youths of the country, both Korth and South, went 
to the front to take part in the great struggle. He enlisted in the 
Virginia battery of Capt. 8. Taylor Martin, of Major Francis 8. 
Boggs' battalion of light artillery. In October, 1863, he waa trans- 
ferred to Capt. L. H. Webb's (N. C) battery of the same battal- 
ion, in which he served until the close of the war. The lines of 
the ardent young soldier, however, "were east in pleasant 
places," as he informs us in his address. "The running away, " 
he says, "was not of our own choosing, for the boys of our bat- 
tery would have had it otherwise, and we did not relish the pa- 
ternal regard of the powers that were in our behalf. It did seem, 
however, that the authorities studiously avoided exposing us to 
danger and kept the battery continuously on the move, so as to 
shield it from the enemy's bullets." 

In 1S6U Mr, Mullen was appointe<l register of deeds for Per- 
qnimans county, and held the office for a little over two years. 
Whilst holding this position he devoted his leisure hours to the 
study of law under the direction of Hon. Thomas G. Skinner, of 
Hertford, and came to the bar in January, 1869, and located for 
the practice of his profession in Halifax county, N. C, where he 
remained until July, IS86, when he changed his residence to the 
city of Petersburg, Va. 
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Before leaving his naUve state Mr. Mullen represented Halifax 
county, in the state senate for the term beginning January, 1885. 

Soon after coming to Petersburg he was elected attorney for 
the commonwealth for the city of Petersburg for the term com- 
mencing July 1, 1888, and still holds this office, having been 
elected in May, 1890, and again in May, 1892. Mr. Mullen, 
since he has held this office, his discharge of the duties of which 
has been marked with fairness and ability, has been engaged in 
some literary work in the line of his profession, having nearly 
completed a digest of the criminal laws of the commonwealth. 
Rural Messenger J October 15, 1892. 
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r ADDRfi»8 UELIVEKED BEFORE A. P, HILL CAMP OK CXJNFBDER- ' 
ATE VETERANS, OF PETERSBURG, VA., BY REV. J. M. PILCHEH, 
D. D., CHAPLAIN OF THE CAMP, ON THF, EVENING 
OK APRIL 4'm, IHMa. 



GOMHADEW : 
I appreciate the compli- 
ment conveyed in my ap- 
pointment to deliver the first address 
of this series. I am led to think that 
a camp talk of a few minutes is ex- 
pected, personal recollections rather 
than a set address. 

I had been a resident of the city 
of Richmond. Va., all my hfe, and 
when the war actually began was in 
the graduating class of Richmond 
College, a youth of nineteen years. 
I was, therefore, in a position to ob- 
aerre many of the stirring events of 
secessioD, which escaped the vision 
of the comrades now before me. 

The dissolution of the Union had 
long been under discussion. As 
early as January 6th, 1860, 1 was on 
the affirmative side of a debate iu a 
literary society of the college, on the 

, questioQ: "Would the dissolution of 
the Union be more injurious to the 

[KoTtfa than to the South?" Congress 



was wrangling over the speakership. 
The country was looking on in trep- 
idation. I said: "For humanity's 
sake, I pray that disunion may not 
come, but if it must come, let us be 
prepared for it, and thus avert much 
of the evil which will inevitably re- 
sult from the liberation of the pas- 
sions now burning in the breasts of 
both northerners and southerners. 
In such an event both have much to 
fear. Bloodshed and suffering will 
abound. Vice and fraud will run 
riot." So in our calm moments we 
all thought. The Anthony Burns 
case in Boston, involving the return 
of a fugitive slave, had been the 
occasion of disgraceful scenes. A 
distinguished son of the Bay State 
declared that Massachusetts was 
then completely in the hands of a 
drunken crew. The John Brown 
raid upon Harper's Ferry had spread 
alarm throughout the South. The 
deification of John Brown had taken 
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sway all hope that the Xorth wonid 
deal kindly aod fairly with as. In 
the latter part of 1859, Mr. Hickmaa, 
of PennBylvaaia, declared in con- 
gress that the northero states, with 
their 18,000,000 inhabitants, coald 
whip our 8,000,000 into the Union 
again, if we should leave it. Two 
hnodred and fifty medical students 
bad left the schools of Philadelphia 
and, stopping in Bichmond, bad 
been addressed by Gov. Wise. All 
others in uorthem colleges were ex- 
horted to leave. Mr. Vallandigham, 
a fearless representative from Ohio, 
waa declaring in coagress that in 
the event of aseparatioa of the North 
and the Boath, the western states 
would form a confederacy and the 
North would be leftto struggle alone, 
deprived of the countenance and 
support of the West, and should war 
arise, would be compelled to combat 
siugle-handed against two assailants. 
The winter of 1859-'60 was the 
brooding time of the civil war. The 
summer of 1860 was full of excite- 
ment. Four candidates for the presi- 
dency were before the people of the 
United States, Virginians regarded 
Lincoln as the impersonation of the 
aggression of black republicanism; 
Douglas, of Bqaatter sovereignty, 
equally as hostile to southern inter- 
ests; Breckeuridge, of the true idea 
that the right existed, under the Con- 
stitution, to extend slavery into all 
the territories; Bell, of the hope 
that, by not insisting on this right, 
we Blight preserve the Union. Ac- 
cordingly, Virginia voted for Bell 
and Everett. The election of Lin- 



coln occnrred early in Noveni 
The cotton states determined to{ 
cede. Secession was popular. ] 
the New York Tribfiiie decla 
"Whenever any considerable st 
of OUT Union shall deliberately] 
determine to goont, we shall r 
coercive measnres to keep them I 

My older brother was married m 
November and I was in the bridal 
party that visited Washington. Of 
course we called on President Bnch- 
anan. We were under the guidance 
of my friend, Eawley W. Ferrell, of 
Halifax county, Va , then a resident 
of South Carolina and a student at 
Columbian College. Mr. Buchanan 
seemed to be greatly amused by Mr. 
Ferrell's outspoken secession senti- 
ments and joked us about our want 
of respect for Uncle Sam and the 
certainty of our being chastiBed. 
South Carolina led off in secession 
and soon the other cotton states fol- 
lowed. In February. 1861, delegates 
from these states formed a govern- 
ment called the "Confederate States 
of America," with Jefferson Davis 
and Alexander H. Stephens, presi- 
dent and vice-president. Thirty 
years of discussion of states' rights, 
tariff oppression and slavery had 
borne this fruit, but jtW the cotton 
states were still in the Union. 

There are events in the history of 
the world that are the expression of 
the genius of one great mind. Other 
events are the result of a great pop- 
ular wave or ground swell of impulse 
and conviction. Virginia believed 
all democratic doctrines that led to 
secession, bat she hoped and inter- 



^^^^^Bu might not be necessary. 
^^SoutAer/i Literary Messenger, 
Ifae great exponent of thougbt in 
Vtrginia, in its issue of January, 
SI, in a contributed article, dis- 
Bees: "What are the dangers of 
r nDited governmeDt to the soutb- 
a states?" In this article the 
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says: 
"The northern states of the Union 
fcare avowed their purpose to take 
eoutrol of the governmeDt. They 
have the power to do so. In the 
Sectoral college they number 183 
votes — the south 120. In congress 
ttey have (we believe) 147 votes, 
while the south has only 90. In the 
aenate the north has 36, while the 
aoath has 30 * * *. The north- 
Am states are only doing what, un- 
der the circumstances, the commott- 
Mt priociples of fallen human 
nature dictate. Vituperation, then, 
vi out of place. It is utterly useless 
too. * » * Upon abstract priu- 
dpleB, we are obhged to say, that a 
free government cannot be long ad- 
ministered by a sectional party. * 
• * So that, in the opinion of the 
writer, the time has come when the 
strongest dictates of prudence — nay, 
the very sense and duty of self-pre- 
servation, demand that the South 
sbonld set up for herself and leave 
the northern states to work out their 
solution as best they can." 

About this time there appeared in 
the Messenger this squib : 
"Yankee Doodle undertook 

With patriot devotion, 
To trim the tree of Utierty 

According to bis notion. 
"Yankee Doodle on a limb, 

Like any other noodle, 
Gut between the tre« and him 

And down Pame Yankee Doodle. 



"Yankee Doodle broke hia neck 

And every limb about him. 
And then the t^ee of liberty 
Did very well without him." 

Virginia scarcely thought she 
would secede. She had faith in the 
Constitution and believed her ap- 
peals to the reason of the North 
would avail to bring tranquility to 
the country. Dr. George W. Bag- 
by, the editor of the Messenger, in 
an editorial letter written from 
Washington, upbraids Virginia for 
refusing to enter into a general 
southern conference, urges the state 
to act promptly and secede. The 
letter is, in the main, good, but he 
is led away after this fashion : 

"As to the invasion, it makes not 
the slightest difference whether fifty 
thousand or fifty millions of uorth- 
ero soldiers come into Virginia. 
They will perish miserahly, the whole 
of them. They may drive us to the 
mountains; but out of the moun- 
tains few, precious few, of them will 
return to tell the tale of slaughter. 
* ■* * The border slave states 
mvst take sides. Whosoever now is 
not for the South, is against the 
South. The liichmond JCnt/uirerhas 
taken the true ground. Virginia and 
Maryland must be out of the Union 
before the -1th of March, 1861. Lin- 
coln must never take his seat in 
Washington, even if Gov. Wise and 
his minute men have to take the 
place by storm." 

Some were led on by thoughtless 
passion. They were like the Irish- 
man who was driving a bull into 
Alexandria on a cold morning. His 
hands became very cold, holding the 
rope attached to the horns of the 
boll. In order to put his hands in- 
to his pockets, he tied the rope to 
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one wrist and was going on very well 
till a passino^ train of cars frigliten- 
ed the boll. Away went the bnll, 
pulling Pat by the wrist. Pat conid 
not release himself. Away they went. 
A man meeting them cried out, 
"Hello, Pat, where are you going 
with that bull?" "I don't know," 
said Pat, "ask the bull." 

The Virginia convention was com- 
posed of conservative leaders. The 
populace of Richmond was impa- 
tient. The Confederate government 
had been formed February 4th, 1861, 
and had adopted a flag. The people 
weresinging "Farewell forever to the 
star spangled banner." There was a 
great desire to see the new flag. Ac- 
cordingly, my brother, Sam'l T. Pil- 
eher, alieutenantinCo.F, First Reg- 
iment of Virginia Volunteers, and 
the ladies of onr family made a Con- 
federate flag. It necessarily follow- 
ed that the flag must be raised on a 
pole. A large, suitable pole was 
procured, properly rigged with hal- 
yards and we had a flag raising. 
The inhabitants of Oregon Hill were 
intensely f.'uion in their sentiments 
and they, to our surprise, became 
incensed. They sent a delegation 
to inform us that the flag must be 
taken down or they would use force 
to remove it. I told them that we 
cared very little for the flag until 
now, but we would not yield to their 
threats, that it was our property, <fec. 
They retired, and, retnrning, de- 
manded that it should be removed 
from the public highway. I told 
them it was on our own property 
and we would defend our property 



and resist the threatened trespass. 
They declared they would return 
that night in force and pull down 
the flag and remove the flag pole. 
I told them I had intended to take 
down the flag to protect it from the 
dew, but now it should float all 
night. On second thought I told 
them there was no principle involved 
in our controversy excepting onr 
right to manage our own affairs, and 
I would take care of the flag for the 
night by hauling it down, but they 
would be warmly met if they attack- 
ed the pole. 

The news of this demonstration 
spread over Richmond. To the de- 
fense of the flag hurried many gal- 
lant men, some of whom became 
distinguished in the war of seces- 
sion. We were in fighting trim all 
night. The "enemy" reconnoitered, 
but did not venture to attack. Early 
the nest morning the flag was flung 
to the breeze and floated unmolested 
day and night. Another night of 
anxiety was passed in expectation 
of attack. The newspapers now 
ridiculed "our friends, the enemy," 
so much that they did not further 
molest us. 

Feeling was running high. The 
people were hating Jubal Early, 
Wms. C. Wickham and other Union 
leaders, branding them as "submis- 
sionists." I remember how, as Early 
walked the streets from the conven- 
tion, bending forward with one hand 
on his back because of chronic 
rheumatism, many a curse was 
thrown at him. The Richmond £x- 
in»ini:r and its brilliant editor, John 
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L Daniel, were lashing the people 
& frenzy. Henry A. Wise was 
■oarc«ly un(ierstood in hia position 
of "fighting- in the Union." The 
state was excited, but eager for some 
measure of pacification. Longing 
expectancy turned to the Crittenden 
9 commission and the compro- 
offered by it to the Federal 
ftttthorities. To this moment Vir- 
ginia vaa Union in sentiment, al- 
though excited, The failure of that 
effort settled the question for Vir- 
ginia. She must now leave the 
Union. 

Got. John Letcher had come into 
office. He was true to his oath of 
office and to the Union. On the 14th 
of April, I think it was, Hon. John 
Randolph Tucker (familiarly known 
uBan. Tucker), attorney- general of 
the state, a lean, black-haired, intel- 
Idctnal-Iooking, fluent, popular man, 
addressed an immense assemblage 
at the Tredegar iron works. The 
burden of his speech, as I now re- 
member it, wa? the keenest ridicule 
of the convention for delay in seced- 
ing. He would pour upon its mem- 
bera invective and ridicule, and 
closed each appeal to the people 
with "They are good men, fellow- 
citizens, but they are old," leaning 
forward and dwelling on the last 
word in his own inimitable way. Fort 
Sumter had been in a state of siege 
by South Carolina troops. While 
be was speaking a very black cloud 
aroseinthesoutb-west and approach 
ed rapidly. We expected its fury, 
but were unwilling to leave the elo- 
qnenoe of the speaker. The cloud 



came on and before it reached na 
parted and passed north and south 
of na. Mr. Tucker improved the op- 
portunity to suggest, in most beau- 
tiful phrase, an augury of the rift 
in the impending war-cloud and the 
speedy peaceful independence of the 
southern states. Just then the fall 
of Fort Sumter was announced. The 
enthusiasm of the crowd now knew 
no bounds. 

As soon as the address was finish- 
ed, the crowd, laying hands on every 
vehicle in reach, preceded by a band 
of music, and with Confederate flags 
flying, hastened down Seventh street 
and thence to the capitol square. 
Having no special purpose in com- 
ing to this place, they needed an ob- 
jective point. Some of the crowd 
went into the capitol and ascended 
to the roof. A suggestion was made 
to pull down the United States flag 
and raise the Confederate flag. One 
enterprising youngster climbed the 
flag pole, not a very long one, pull- 
ed down the flag of the United States 
and unfurled to the breeze the flag 
of the Confederate States. Got. 
Letcher was immediately aware of 
what had been done, and coming 
into the crowd ordered the detail of 
the Public Guard to "pull down that 
rag" and replace the Union flag. He 
was very angry, and having red hair 
and a very ruddy complexion, he ap- 
peared to me the reddest man I had 
ever seen. 

It will not be disrespectful to this 
distinquished gentlemen to digress 
a little here to give you a story which 
Gen'l Fitz Lee, now governor of Vir- 
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ginia, recently told me concerning 
Gov. Letcher : The Pamunkey tnbe 
of Indiana in E.in^ William county, 
bring the governor, their "great fa- 
ther," every year, a tribute of a wild 
turkey and a deer. On a certain 
occasion an Indian from a distance 
came to see the governor and 
brought an interpreter. Said the 
Indian, "Vuvul, vuvul, vuvul." In- 
terpreter: "He say be come from 
way down yonder." The Indian 
again; "VuvuJ, vuvul, vuvul, vee." 
Interpreter; "He say he come from 
way down on the Eio Grande to see 
his old bald-headed, red-headed 
dad dee." 

The fall of Fort Sumter was fol- 
lowed, in a few days, by the call o( 
President Lincoln for Virginia's 
quota of the 75,000 troops called out 
by him as chief executive to avenge 
the indignity to the United States 
ilag and coerce the cotto^i states. 
Gov. Letcher promptly declined to 
furnish troops for such a purpose 
and Virginia seceded. John S, Car- 
lish and other prominent Union men 
jled to their homes and the whole 
state was in intense excitement. 

Rumors were rife, and on a quiet 
Sunday the report reached Rich- 
mond that the United States gun- 
boat Pawnee was coming up James 
river to capture the city. The peo- 
ple, old and young, hurried to Rock- 
ets, the lower part of the city, to 
meet and repel the invasion. The 
excited concourse was armed with 
every description of weapon, from 
the guns of the Fayette artillery, 
fowling pieces and pistols to stickn 



and stones. The hills overlooking 
the wharves were lined with people, 
alt anxious for the fray and sure of 
their prowess. Bub the gunboat 
did not come. So ended the "Paw- 
nee war." Enlistment proceeded 
rapidly and camps of instruction 
were opened. As fast lis regiments 
could be formed, they wore marched 
to Manassas or western Virginia. 

Mr. John H. Worsbam, a gallant 
and wounded member of Company 
F, let Regiment, furnishes the fol- 
lowing description of the outBt of a 
Confederate soldier in those days, 
when we knew so little of real war. 

"Each man, besides his equip- 
ment of gun, li'c, had a pistol and 
bowie knife, a knapsack, canteen, 
tea cup, haversack, A-c. In our 
knapsack we carried our fatigue 
jacket, one or two blankets, an oil 
cloth, several pairs of white gloves, 
several suits of underclothing, col- 
lats, neckties, handkerchiefs, Ac. 
Each mess purchased a mess chest. 
Ours was of oak, large and commo- 
dious, having several trays. We 
had in it a dozen knives and forks, 
two or three butcher knives, a dozen 
large and a dozen small spoons, 
several kitchen spoons, a dozen tea 
cups and saucers, a dozen plates, 
several dishes and bowls, a sugar 
dish, a cream pitcher, salt and pep- 
per cruets, a tin box containing a 
dozen boxes of assorted spices, a 
dozen glasses, a sitter, a coifee tin, 
ttc. We had also a frying pan, a 
coffee pot, a camp kettle, a tea pot 
and a bread oven that was subse- 
quently dubbed 'the spider.' Our 
uniforms were of the tinest quahty 
of cadet cloth and gold lace." 

The popular war songs were 
"Dixie," "My Maryland." "The Bon- 
nie Blue Flag," "Farewell forever 
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to the Star-Spangled Banner/' and But the night-cap in the window 
"When this Cruel War is Over.'' Doth them a little hinder, 
How great the change as the "cruel ^""J^^^^^" '^' """^ '^^'^ '^^^ ^ 
war" dragged along! All the sol- ue^orus" Come, &e. 

dier's sumptuous outfit had been ^, .,,_». . . 

1 1. XT ij« ^ J ** You may talk about your Aunje, 

lost, the soldiers were often raegred, » ^ . i_ . 

M^mj nuv ovrAwxvxo t.«x« wxvvu xaggvu, ^^^ give me 8ome hamie, 

without shoes, hungry and glad of gome biscuits nicely buttered over too. 
a single blanket as baggage. As an Some Bweet-smoking Java, 
illustration of the contrast, I will How it makes my mouth saliva ! 
sing one of the later songs and ask And I certainly wish I had some now, 

you, comrades, to join in the chorus. .,/^°'*^^,"- , „ 
am i_ XI X Chorus: Come, &e." 

Some of you remember the sweet 

ballad, "Annie of the Vale," so pop- ^ow, comrades, I close this run- 
ular in the camps. Some soldier, ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ beg that you who 
feeUng keenly the pinching hard- '®*^^^ ^^ ^^®' endured hardships as 
ships of the waning season of winter ^^^^ soldiers of your country, sac- 
quarters, produced a parody which "^^^^ ^^^^^ personal interest for 
we sang to the tune of "Annie of the ^^^^ ^^*^^® ^^^^' ^^^^ ^'^^^ °^*^™- 
Vale." Join me, at least, in the ed and prematurely old, I beg that 
chorus • y^^ ^^ enlist under the peaceful 

banner of the Captain of our Salva- 
"I'm alone in my shanty, ti^^^ ^j^^ ^^s made perfect through 

My rations are scanty, «.. n \ l tv. jini.Lt 

V x fJ ^ r i.u J suffering, tight the good tight of 

tor grits are now the order of the day. .._ »»& «. , 

The young reb is sighing 'aitl^» and come off conquerors and 

For his sweetheart, who is dying, more than conquerors, through him 
And wonders if this cruel war will pay. that loved you and gave himself for 

**CH0RU8. you. It is pleasant to meet in this 

"Come ! come ! come rain, come I camp and talk over the dangers, suf- 

Come flow to the tops of my bootw. ferings and victories of the war, but 

Oh! come and Pll thank^ee j^ ^jU ^e infinite happiness to gather 

To keep back the Yankee j xr • • i x 

,, ... * w All ^ 1 -^ around our King in glory, recount 

l ntil our ranks are nlled up by recruits. ,. , , ® ^. i .,, . 

the events of our conflicts with sin, 
'^Tbe wateh-dog is howling ^j^ ^^^ ^j ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^, 

And ragged rebs are prowling, , , ... ° , . 

Around the house to steal some hens ^i°« Sra'^^ and rejoice in everlast- 

away, >n? freedom and peace. 




BATTLE-SCKSE, HlTNlJAV AFTEHNOON, SEPT. H, IMT, AT t UAMPIIJU'S GAP, MD. 

" eoon the men In blue An ri((lit at Ihe feiiFe, dropping ou thi-lt knees rtml firing nl our 
men retreating up the mountHln, Ihe mniizlea of Ibi'irgniiB cluse U-oar heailii. 1 rrei|iieutly 
called to them, "Tske larel' 'Take carell" 'Wounded men!' 'WoundeiJ menlt' 'Don't 
shoot )' ' Don't ■hoot :; ' of thli ttaey took no notice until I placed uponaramnid the while 
bnmlkerehlerfouhiuUleil around roiir leg und told tbcin thnt We' siirrenilcreil." P. 28. 



THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN OF 1862. 



A CX>NFEDERATE SOLDIER»8 EXPERIENCES ON A NINE WEEKS' 

TRIP— AUGUST 17th TO OCTOBER 19th, 1862. 



AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. GEORGE S. BERNARD BKFOKK 
A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS, OF PETERS- 
BURG, VA., ON THE EVENING OF MAY 2nd, 1889. 



GOMBADES : iments of the brigade, a freight train 

In the month of August, for Louisa Gourt-House. On this ex- 

1862, the Army of Northern pedition I went with my command 

Virginia, under command of Gen. B. as far as Grampton's Gap, in Fred- 

E. Lee, turned its face northward on erick county, Md., taking with me a 

its Maryland campaign. The com- rifle, which I used at this place, on 

mand to which I belonged, the 12th the afternoon of Sunday, September 

Yirgima regiment. Gen. William 14th, 1862, just four weeks after our 

Mahone's brigade, was a part of this departure &om the camp near Dru- 

army, and on Sunday, August the ry's Bluff. A Federal bullet, on that 

17th, 1862, broke camp near Drury's Sabbath afternoon, preventing my 

Bluff, in the county of Ghesterfield, making use of my legs, made me a 

Va., and striking into the Bichmond prisoner and sent me back to Bich- 

and Petersburg turnpike marched to mond, via Baltimore and Fortress 

Manchester, crossed the James at Monroe, on crutches at the expense 

this place, and, with colors flying and of the Federal government, about 

band playing, made its way through the 19th of October. The round trip, 

the streets of Bichmond to the made in a little over sixty days, in- 

depot of the old Central railroad, volved some varied experiences, and 

where it boarded, with the other reg- these it is proposed to narrate, with 
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the help of a diary kept during the row there a couple of horses, ride to 
march and fi uote book wherein, dn- my father's, fonr and a half milee 
ring the fall of 1865, and subsequent distant, fiad the family all retired 
winter, when the events of the whole andwakethem up, all being surprised 
war were fresh in my mind, I wrote aa well as delighted to see us. We 
a full account of the campaign. ioform them that we are hungry. 

For this trip I waB not well pre- In short order the cook is set to 
pared, in that I had a very indiffer- work, and very soou we are invited 
ent pair of shoes. The pertinency in to supper. Hot biscuit, excellent 
of reference to this matter of seem- wheat coffee (a Confederate produc- 
ingly minor importance will appear tion), rich milk, a piece of cold lamb, 
later. a ham of bacon^all of the best kind, 

The freight train on which we left and all in abundance — meet the gaze 
Bichniond took us in due season to of two youths whose appetites had 
Louisa Court-House, and delivered been sharpened by a march and walk 
its human freight some time between of twenty-tour and a half miles, and 
dark and midnight on the night of the subsequent horseback ride. To 
August the 17th. The line formed simply say that we enjoyed this meal 
and its arms stacked along the road does not properly state the case, 
about the depot at this place, the As we ate, the whole family sat 
men were soon asleep, soldier- around our table, delighted to have 
fashion, on the ground. us there, and to see us enjoy our- 

The following Tuesday morning selves so much, and in as high Bpir- 
onr march is begun, and scoring its as if we were going on a frolic, 
about twenty miles northwardly, instead of an expedition of war, we 
leaving Gordonaville to our left, were supremely happy as we sat at 
about sunset of that day we halt that table and ate that sumptuous 
and bivouac some three and a half supper. Bidding all adieu, we rode 
miles south-east of Orange Comi- back to our bivouac, turned our horn- 
House. 68 over to the two negro boys who 

A comrade, Sydney Jones,' of had ridden behind us, and had a re- 
whom I shall hereafter have occasion spectable night's rest before we were 
to make mention, and myself, deter- awakened for the morning march, 
mined to make a trip to the residence From the diary, or journal, and 
of my father, then living about four my note book already referred to, 
and a half miles south-west from I uhall draw liberally^from the one 
Orange Coort-House. Obtainingthe as a contemporaneous record, from 
necessary permission to make the the other as a nearly contemporane- 
trip, although we had marched ous record, of what is therein narra- 
twenty miles that day, we start out ted. From the latter I take the fol- 
on foot to Orange Court-House, bor- lowing account of the nest day's 

1. Sydney O. Jooen. ur Futenbaw, Vt mOtch. : 



"Wednesday, AngUBt 20. Before ^ets the poor fellow's puuts. Jim 
o'clock A. M. we were in motion, Nash'* and myself set out for Ctilpeper 
nd m&rciiiDg leisurely, before sun- Conrt^House, where I have an uncle 
A are bivouacked within one and a living, I assuring Jim, if we ever get 
■If mile» of Sommevville'a Ford on there, we will get a plenty to eat at 
te Bapidan, having marched about my uncle's house and be taken back 
o miles. On the road my father, in his carriage. We start across the 
ttli Maiion, bis dining-room ser- country, leaving the regular road. 
tot. tnoanted on another horse, our object being to save distance and 
aiiag a huge market-basket and a at the same time to make the best of 
ic^ aemijobD, rides up, while we the trip, begging and buying on the 
ranalted under the shade of a tree. way. The people at whose houses 
bat a few minutes before we we stop all tell us the same story^ 
that the market-basket contain- the Yankees had nearly ruined them, 
un, lamb and other meats, and and had left them scarcely enough 
the demijohn contained, not to eat — they would willingly give'or 
but that which the soldier likes sell, if they had it, &,a., Ac. One old 
}jvtter-m.ilk-. It was really a widow lady, however, modestly tells 
ne to see how the boys enjoy- us, if we will put up with her 'little 
the treat. All were suffering from morsel,' she will gladly give us some- 
_nger." thing to eat. We accept the invita- 

From the note hook I take the fol- ^?^, ''°^ partake of the old lady's 
,. - „ , , 'httle morsel, which proves to be a 

■wing narrative of the marches and ^^^^ respectable dinner, for which 
tMadents of the next two days : we paid her. 

"TPhnrsday, August 21. After mid- "Leaving this place, we continue 
lay we get in motion, and about 2 our journey towards Culpeper Courts 
'.». are fording the Rapidpn. At House, but when we were about two 
'dnigbt we are halted at the village miles of the place, the evening is so 
Stevonsburg, which is about sev- far advanced that we conclude it is 
— miles east of Culpeper Court- beat to return to our command. 
loose. Along our march of about Reaching Stevensburg, we find our 
ten miles from the river to the village brigade has just moved off in the 
we did not cross even a spring direction of Brandy Station. We 
branch — if my memory is not at fault, goon overtake it, very much wearied 
The country over which we marched by our trip. I quote from the jour- 
was almost a barren waste and very nal : 'Friday, August 22. Left Ste- 
diy. When we reached Stevensburg vensburg about 4 r. m., and after a 
»e were parched with thirst. Before rainy, disagreeable march, crossing 
we 6le oflf into a field to bivouac for the Orange k Alexandria railroad at 
the night, large bodies of troops Brandy Station, reached this place, 
pass o«, moving forward. about four miles distant from Ste- 

"Friday, August 22. We find that vensburg, about midnight. A large 
ther6 is a general halt of the army number of men from the regiment 
■bout this place. We hear that the straggled. Large encampments of 
enemy have been encountered the stragglers along the road.' The 
day Mfore somewhere to the east of above was written whilst we were 
M. bat have retired. A spy is caught bivouacked in Wellford's woods in 
■od hang. Ben Hatcher.ii of Co. E, Culpeper county, a few miles north 

; Bob IUli:Iiii. "f ruWistmm. Vu. J, Jouira E. \itoii, i\t NuBburuu, N. ^^ 
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of Brandy Station. The march de- 
scribed was indeed wearisome — the 
roads being in a "erj bad condition 
from the rains. Every mile numbers 
of our men dropped out of the ranks, 
to halt on the rundside and overtake 
the command the next morning. As 
we marched along we saw scores of 
those who had thus dropped out 
camped near the road in squads of 
two or three around blazing tires. 
In those days the discipline which 
prevailed Hubsequently was wanting. 
Jsuch offenders bad little to fear. As 
we reached the woods in which the 
brigade finally halted, we saw so 
many tires and so many men around 
them our hearts were cheered with 
the hope that we bad at Iftst retiched 
an encampment of troops, and that 
we ourselves would soon halt and 
go into bivouac. As we passed, some 
men in our line enquired, 'What bri- 
gade, boys?' 'General Straggler's 
brigade,' was the humorous reply. 

"After passing these fellows, sev- 
eral of my company, including my- 
self, determined to halt. We were 
perfectly exhausted and felt physi- 
cally unable to march any longer. 
We stop a few feet from the road 
and unrolling our blankets fix our- 
selves to spend the night, each man, 
however, feeling that our rest was 
somewhat 'illegal.' so to speak, and 
each man suggesting his own excuse. 
One fellow belonging to our party 
remarked that he had been a soldier 
in the Mexican war and /*« had never 
seen such marching, which declara- 
tion gives us some comfort. Next 
morning about sunrise we awake, 
and were soon in motion to overtake 
the brigade, but did not go a half 
mile before we found it in bivouac, 
and the men all asleep. As we pass- 
ed along the sleeping brigade one of 
onr party said he knew that was our 

brigade, as he recognized Col. 's 

horse. SVe were pleased to find the 



brigade had marched so short a i 
tance after we left it." 

In the journal the events of Aug- 
ust 23rd, 1862, are recorded as fol- 
lows: 

"Saturday, August 23. Much ar- 
tillery heard about two miles ahead 
of us. Brigade just received orders 
to march at a moment's warning, and 
the men are now (9 A. M.) with their 
accoutrements on. Men dismissed 
at 10 A. M. Long roll again about 

8 P. M." 

In the note book wherein is re- 
produced this entry, next after it is 
added the following : 

" "The long roll' mentioned in my 
journal was beaten at a most inau- 
spicious time. A heavy rain having 
fallen during the afternoon, we bad 
constructed little shelters of bushes, 
oil cloths, &c., and as we sat around 
our brightly blazing tires about the 
hour mentioned our anticipations 
were indeed pleasant — rendered 
more so by the loss of sleep occa- 
sioned by the wearisome march of 
the previous night. Our feelings 
at the prospect of another night's 
march can be better imagined than 
described." 

The next day's entry in the journal 
is as follows : 

"Sunday, August 24. Left camp 
at about 10 p. h., and after a most 
tedious march of about 8 miles over 
muddy roads and fording two forks 
of the Rappahannock, reached this 
point (2 miles from Warrenton 
Hprings), about 8 this morning, hav- 
ing marched all night. ArtUlery duel 
now 12:30 r. m.) going on between 
onr forces on this side of the Rap- 
pahannock and those of the enemy 
on the other side. Firing very heavy 
this morning. We are now up with 
Jackson's forces." 
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Id (be note book is the following ways believed to have been that dis- 

[arafr™pJi descriptive of this march: tinguished general. 

"Hie march above spoken of was Omitting the entries in journal 

Me of the moat tedious of the cam- ^^j ^^^^ book covering the nezt fonr 

paiCT, though comparatively short, , , . . ■ i^ j ^ « 

Kemed nearer twenty miles than ''^y^- <i"""^ ""^^"^ '^^ "^^ "^ '""^ "^ 

ekht in length. The roads over picketduty near the Rappahannock, 

wEich we passed were almost im- are within reach of the enemy's 

pusable from recent rains, the ford- sliella, march through the villages of 

mg of two streams tending to fa- Amiaa^He ^nd Salem, find at and 

bene. Ihere was something of nov- ,. . .- . , ,.,■ , 

dty about the fording of the first ^^^"^ ^^^ '^t^^'' P'^^e quantities of 

of the two streams crossed. When honey, milk and butter" on which 

tiie head of our column reached it, "the men luxuriate," and somewhat 

« found lar^e fires of hghtwood recuperate from the bard marchiug 

a"^McTf^°; 2miZr£ »"■> -r' '°°.' °' ""■ ''"™" "■"' 

rtream at the ford, and gave a weird or ten days when green corn ( roast- 
tppearance to the scene. The state- ing ears") was our chief diet, good 

f oaks skirting the road and the as far as it went, but not altogether 
Eanks of the stream, the column of ^g satisfying to the inner man as the 
boopsstragghng along the road, the ,^ti„„ ^^^:^ j pass on to the 

noises and men splashing through ^°s ' .' ^ , . , , 

U)e water— all contributed to furnish march on the evening and night pre- 
moterial for a painter." ceding the great battle of Second 

We are now at the Eappaban- Manassas, fought on the 30th of 
nock river." proceeds the note book, August, 1862. 

■Vithin a few miles of Warrenton I take the following from the note 
BpringB, which are on the other side book : 

of the stream. We are at a little "About noon of the next day, Fri- 
nUage called Jetfersonton. Our men day, August 29tb, we were again in 
were badly off for rations. A part motion, our direction being towards 
of our regiment actually plunder the Manassas. The country through 
. 1. 1 i u J which our Jine of march lav was 

fiommiBsarv stores — hard tack— de- . .-t i .i . n ■' .■ l 

, ^~7 ■ , r, - beautiful, the many hills over which 

ngned for a regiment of Georgians. ^^ passed furnishing the most mag- 
TPe remain all Sunday and Sunday nificent views of the mountainous 
Ttigbt at the position occupied upon country which surrounded us. At 
Italtinp " dark we were passing through Thor- 

T iu- L T ui 1- ( oughfare Gap. There had been 

I think I caught a glimpse of recent fighting there. A dead man 
Stonewall Jackson here. I at least \^ geen lying near the railroad, 
■bw an ungainly looking figure on upon the track of which we march 
liowe-back passing along the road through the Gap. Having reached 
Bome fifty yards distant, with a rusty J^? ^''^^^}'^ ^i'^*' °^ ^^.^ mountain at 
, , . . 1 . 1 1_ -i-i this point, we are nled on into a 

bokine coat and shabby mihtary rocky field on the slope of the moun- 
oap, whom some one pointed out as tain, there we hope to rest until 
Stonewall Jackson, and I have al- morning, although the character of 
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the soil reminds us that we will have 
by no means 'beds of down,' Yet, 
wearied as we are, we are content 
with even such a place as this. 

"But no such good fortune is in 
store for us. The regiment halts and 
stacks arms, when Col, Weisiger, 
riding near the line of men, settles 
the question as to our resting for the 
night by the following order : 'Men, 
you will be dismissed for the space 
of two hours, at the expiration of 
which time the line of march will be 
resumed.'* "We immediately get to 
sleep and awake at the end of the 
two hours much refreshed, but dread- 
ing the resumingof the line of march. 
Vie are soldiers, however, and have 
no alternative but to obey. 

"Soon we are pushing on towards 
Manassas. We march very rapidly. 
Our officers seem to be forcing us. 
How fatiguing the march! The night 
is warm and water alon^ the road 
very scarce. We are halted seldom 
and the rests are short." 

An incident occurred on this night 
march that I have often recalled ; 
My shoes had begun to give out, and 
I had to fasten the soles to the upper 
leathers by making holes through 
each and tying them together with 
leather shoe-strings passed through 
these holes, a device that did not 
serve to prevent gravel and sand 
from freely entering the shoes to 
my great discomfort, impeding my 
marching and compellingme at times 

"Comrado JohnE. Turnoi'.of Peteraburg, 
Vs., aaja; "I remofubnr hfurlng Maj. Jolin 
P. May, ol our regiment (the l!th T«.), 
moke a Bbort oddreee to the men at this 
plnoe, in which he told us it was neceseary 
For ua to ooDtlnue the maroh, poeeibly 
through the night. It waaneocasarj for us 
to overtake Longstreet, he aaid, as he 
(Lougstreet) would need ub the next day. 
and hu «MaJ. Ma;) hoped that not a tuaii 
would leave his place In ranks or falter." 



to fall behind the line. On one of 
these occasions I fell in with a yonn^ 
member of my company, a beardless 
boy, James W. Wyche, of Greens- 
ville county, Va., who, like myself, 
from some cause, had gotten behind | 
the command, and also like myself 
was making the best time he could 
to move on and overtake the regi- 
ment. In the dim star light I no- 
ticed that there was an unusual se- 
riousness of expression on his gentle 
and boyish countenance as we hur- 
ried forward. He look'ed as if some- 
thing was weighing upon his mind 
and that it was impelling him for- 
ward. I did not inquire the cause 
of his seriousness, nor did I know 
what it was. This was his last nlgrlit 
on earth. Between sunset and dark 
the following evening, as he lay in 
the line of battle a few feet from 
me, I saw the last spasmodic twitch 
of his hands as his life-blood ran 
from a fatal bullet wound received 
a few moments before the close of 
the engagement. I subsequently 
learned that he had gone into the 
battle with a presentiment that be 
would be killed, and that he so in- 
formed one or more of his comrades. 

I doubt not that it was this pre- 
sentiment that was weighing upon 
the poor fellow as we were together 
on the road as above mentioned. 

A little before daylight Saturday 
morning, August 30th, the marching 
column is halted, the men almost 
completely exhausted. When we 
halt, the line is very near the enemy, 
and far in advance of the place it 
was intended we should stop. Altex 
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] fle anus have been stacked and the 
I &eovery made that we have beeo 
' cimed too far to the front, we take 
a and are marched some distance 
backward, and again halting and 
I iteckiQ^ arras are soon asleep. We 
I get two or three hoars of sleep, but 
e so jaded that this scarcely re- 
freshes us. We are now on the bat- 
tle-field of the first battle of Manas- 
sas— a field destined before the sun 
Bbonld set to witness another conflict 
of arms. 

] willletthe note book, in themain, 
fomiah an account of the battle : 

"It is not my intention to attempt 
soytbing tike a description of this 
_ great battle. But I cannot ^ass it 
L'vith the brief notice I find in my 
jonmaL By 8 or 9 A. M. we find our 
JivisioD (Anderson's) in line of bat- 
ttle apon a commanding hill. Our 
■'fine stretches perpendicularly across 
n&e turnpike. Home artillery is on 
"' B other side of the road — some 400 
I to oar left. Soon the skir- 
a body of woods half a 
» more to our front commence 
. Then the artillery commences 
(■exdiaoging shots with the enemy at 
I long range. We see the shot of the 
\ latter stnke the earth near our artil- 
lery. Gen. Lee makes his head- 
quariera in a cluster of trees less 
than fifty yards in rear of our regi- 
ment. Staff officers and couriers are 
constantly riding up and leaving. 
Prominent generals are there in con- 
sultation with Gen. Lee. Jackson 
ud Longstreet are there." 

I have often regretted that I did 
not more particularly note this his- 



toric group of distinguished officers. 
They had assembled whilst I and 
many others lay stretched on the 
green sward fast asleep, making up 
the losses of the previous night, and 
when I first learned of theirpreseuce, 
I was so drowsy that I felt very indif- 
ferent to their presence and would 
hardly have exchanged the privi- 
lege of continuing my nap for the 
sight of all Hie distinguished men of 
the world. Yet I did arouse myself 
iu time to see the assemblage a short 
distance to the left of where we 
lay, and to note its importance and 
watch for a while its oroceedings. 

Let the note book continue to fur- 
nish an account of the battle : 

"In the distance to our front and 
right — seemingly a mile and a half 
away— in the afternoon, alarge cloud 
of dust is noticed, as if the enemy 
were moving heavy bodies of troops 
to our right. Gen. Lee ia heard to 
remark, as he watched their move- 
ment, 'Those people must be driven 
back.' It is not long before our . 
command is called to 'attention' and 
we are marched back to the rear. 
Soon we find our column marching 
along the turnpike, it is said, on our 
way to the coimiiisnury wagons. To 
get rations, we afterward learn, was 
the purpose of our rearward move- , 
ment. We halt in a body of woods, 
and haring stacked arms are about 
to be dismissed. An order reaches 
us. We take arms and are ordered 
to 'load at will.' Something more 
serious than partaking of rations is 
at hand.* Iu ten minutes' time we 

•A oorrBBpontlent of Ihe Norfolk (Va.) tl«, in a latter published in that journal 

Ltdger. « private soldier in Uahone's bri- August 20, 1877. 8u;e: 

nde,)(r.Theodorick Bland Buftln, of Nor- "The men. utterly broken ilunn b; hun- 
RA, V».,«Diember of Co. S. 12th Va. regi- ger, thirst and fatigue, threw themselvee 
I, giving his recollections of this bat- upon the ground. andelept heavll;. Asthe 
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are moving id an open field about to 
take poeitioD in line of battle. The 
battle has opened in our front and 
is raging terrifically. The musketry 
is one incessant rattle, relieved only 
by the rapid discbarges of artillery. 
Ihe whole line from right to left 
aeemsengaged.'M' 

Having taken our position in line 
of battle within the range of the en- 
emy's shells, and hearing ahead of 
U8 the roar of the battle, the men are 
ordered to unsliug knapsacks, and 
are at once moved forward. 

"We uusUng knapaacks about 4 
o'clock and advance towards the 
scene of action, the infantry action 



having begun half an hour before,'^ 
is the entry in the diary. "The lia^ 
of battle in our front seems to b^ 
pushing the enemy," is the state- 
ment in the note book. We are dow 
on the left of the turnpike, the wholo 
command being baited once or twice 
to dress and straighten the line. W» 
are taken from the left to the righb 
of the turnpike and again halted for 
the pnrpose of making the alligfn- 
ment. We are now in an open field 
where there is wheat-stubble and & 
rank growth of briers. The enemy's 
shells are constantly passing over 
our heads. The guides of the sev- i 



mortiing paseed on. u c<jimi:ll uf war was 
beld but H F<>w yards Id thi; rear of the bri- 
gade, at whii^h Gen. Lee was attended by 
Mb faithful and trusted lieutenants. Gene. 
Jackson, Longstreet and Stuart, the aceue 
forming an InefFacable picture upon the 
memories of all who witnessed It. At Its 
conclusion. Qen. Lee summoned our com- 
mander, and ^Id to him, as nearly as we 
can remember, 'Gen. Anderson, tobe your 
men to the woods yonder and refresh them; 
I may not need you, but these people must 
be driven bach.' The men were aceord- 
Ingly marohed to the point Indicated, but 
scarcely had the ranks been broken and a 
t«m supplied with food than tliey were re- 
Tormed and pushed forward to a needed 

Mr.' W. W. Tayleure. of Brooklyn, N. Y.. 
who was flrst sergeant of the Petersburg 
Klflemeu |Co. E. 12tl) Va. regiment. Ma- 
hone's brigade, which brigade. It should be 
htire stated, was a part of Gen. R. H. An- 
derson's division), in an Interview with an 
attache of the Brooklyn Eagie. published 
in the Issue of that journal of Sunday, No- 
vember 30, IfiSO, referring to this council of 
war, eaitt; 

"I happened to be ae close to our com- 
mander. General Anderson, aa I am to you, 
when he greeted Gen. Lee. He was on an 
eminence and Stonewall Jackson was near 
by. Jackson was sitting on the edge of a 
rook, With bis face In his bands, evidpntly 
pondering some problem. Lee said to An- 
derson: 

■' "Well, General, I suppose yout men are a 
little tired ?' 

•■ 'Yes, they are a little tlrod. but I have 



great oonHdenue in them,' 
reply. 



"Anderson gave us all the rest be could 
and all the rations he ooutd^-none at alt. 
Just at that moment a courier rode up and 
spoke to Lee. What intelligence he eon- 
reyed I do not know, bat we saw Lee 
take his field glasses and look off Into the 
distance. When he took the glasses from 
his eyes he turned to Longstreet. saying: 

" 'These people must be driven back.' " 

fComrade L. L. Marks, of Petersburg. 
Va., who was captain of Company C. of thn 
I2th Va., says: "When we stacked arms to 
get rations, the trays of bread were in sight, 
in front of each company, and were vei; 
tantalizing bo us as hungry as we were, but 
we left without touching them. At the 
place at which we unslung knapsacks and 
formed the line of battle to the left of the 
turnpike, we were Immediately (leas than 
fifty yards) in rear of Grimes' battery, 
which we understood was drawing the flre 
of the batteries of the enemy, numbering 
thirty pieces. We moved forward to charge 
thestt guns of the enemy, and after going 
some little distance came to a point at wblcn 
were Gens. Lee and Anderson. Qen. Long- 
street rode up and asked that hie men be 
relieved, as they were exausted in the pur- 
suit of the enemy on his front. We were 
then marched across the tumpUte, very 
much to our relief, as we had understood 
that we were to have charged the enemy's 
batteries referred to," 
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enl ra^iiueuts are beiDg posted for our line bein^ properly straig;htened 
lis purpose of making the allien- we promptly moved forward.* 
nnit. Here occurred an amusing I may here mention that whenever 
incident : An excited staff officer, we made these halts, generally my 
oreonrier, rides up and with a voice liret act was to stoop down and tie 
udible all down the brigade line, up those dilapidated shoes of mine, 
nys: "Hurry up, men! Hurry up! and when we moved forward as 

ffe have captured pieces of ar- above mentioned I thought the end 

lilleiy and thousand prisoners." of my service on that day had come. 

Motioning the number of pieces of A step into a cluster of briers result- 
utillery and the number of prison- ed in one shoe being nearly wrench- 
eiB taken — both extravagantly large ed from my foot, but it was easily 
—he repeats these words, riding replaced and I had do further trou- 
along down the line, I think also ble with it during the evening. 
waving his hat. We are all very Let the narrative in the note book 
moch cheered up, but rather think be here resumed : 
that, if all those guns and all those "Soon we strike the scene of con- 
prisoners have in fact been captured, Aict. As we emerge from a body of 
out forward movement was not so woods, our eyes are met by the sight 
necessary. At any rate the fellow of scores of dead and wounded Fed- 
, , .-' , ■' , , , era! Zouaves, whose blood -red pants 

brought good news from the front, ,iiark them out conspicuously wher- 
ud we were inspirited accordingly, ever they lay on tlie sloping field 
Certain it is, that some of those and little meadow before us. Over 
guides were visibly affected by the these we rush at a double-quick and 

1 „ „ .. . , \, on the opposite bill we see a battery 

good news as they paid more atten- ^f ^^^iuj;^ ^^^^^ ^„^ ^^^ ^^^^ -J^ 

faon to the bearer of this news than captured. The pieces are still point- 
lo their then duty to properly hold ed towards us, but around them are 
tip their gnna and align themselves, strewn numbers of the enemy, dead 
Gen. Mahone, seeing that the im- and wounded. At one of the pieces, 

, , 1 * (■ 11 V 0.6 our line passes between them, we 

ponsnt work of reforming the !me ' 

of battle, which had been very tReteiring to this incident. Comrade Tur- 

-___» L-„i.„ - ■ ii, I. 11. "6f says: "I well remeinber that, whilst we 

much broken in passing through the ^eie having our oolor-bearera and general 

vhdst-atubble and briers above re- guides out aligning the brigade, some 

t, J i _ L ■ 1 ■ i mounted etaff-offlcer came dashing trom 

fcrred to, was being seriously inter- tho direction o! the place at which Hood's 

lered with and delayed by the guides Texas brigade played such havoc with the 

,. ,L- .,1 1 ■ ■ Federal Zouttvea. and, sseiningiyregftrdleas 

(to say nothing of the men) giving ^t Gen. Mahone, dashed along down the 

'SO much attention to our enthusias- '■"*' *■"* ^^ ^^^ •"? "' bis voice cried out, 

Hi-,, iL ( . 1 ■ 'Hurry up, boya! We have them on the run! 

Jic fnend from the front, and mam- » you will just hurry up. we will got our 

festly very much annoyed at this independence to-day!' Gen. Mahone, not 

■ 1. - 1 I .m 1 ^1 11 1.1 . apprPcifttinglheint«rruptlon.ahouted,'Tell 

ahnekaout, Makethatd — dioolget that crazy fool to get out of the way, nnd 

Ontoftheway,"whereuponthebear- JO" Heten to rae.' These were about Gen. 

, ,, , ™. . Mahone s words, as well as I remember 

of the good news moves off, and them." 
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900 what oAU never be effaced from ed and the command of the brigade 
our memory— ft pile of artillery hors- devolved upon Col. D. A. Weisiger, 
08. all harnosseii to^rether, shot down ^, ^^^ regiment. We are now very 
nianiu^tly iiiat as they were m the ., Ti.-^i.* 

aot of movinjr a ^'uu, one or more ^®»^ *^® ^^^^y- J^* ^° '^^"^ ^' ™ 
appannitly doad. the others living, is a burning rail-fence, and in the 
but blooding pn^fuselv and wTithing woods to the right of the piece of 
in a^ipanrnt a^ouy, tlie sight pre- artillery above mentioned and to our 
souting a horrible spootacle of war." j^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^ 3^^^ ^j ^^ ^^p^ 

I rt^oall hore a wounded Federal are hotly engaged. We cross the 
soldier sitting ou the ground with burning fence and public road near 
his faoo turmnl towarvls us as wo ap- by, and swing around to our left, 
pn^HoluHl thtw guns. His counte- enter a body of woods and are at 
nauoo w:\s briirlit and wore a smile, once brought face to face with the 
Tho pvH^r follow was doubtless oon- enemy, not seventy-five yards dis- 
jrnitulating himself that ho had not tant.S -They pour a deadly fire upon 
Ihh^u mort> soriously hurt, and that ^gi, which we receive lying down on 
his ohauiv of rxwiviug another the slope of the hill/says the note 
wvnuid would Iv Uv*sonovl whou. our Kx^t. "Their fire is returned by our 
lino (>as^iuc Ivyoiul him. ho would men. but not vigorously. We seem 
tUorvby K> loft iu tho roar. to Iv waiting as if for orders to move 

„ ' . , forwarvl. The firing: Issts about fif- 

As wo «;u tho oiiuuou.v upon ^^^^ minutes, during which time sad 

whioU w^»rv 5>u^» oaptur^\l guus, hav^v is made among our men. In 

vviiuiiuo* «ho iv:o Kvk. "wo have o;ir regiment wo L>so. i;. .V7, Major 

tv^r « fiAw- •"^•"•;,w * .Hvv»« *»».;; v.* ^'ohu 1\ Mav.- Color-boarer Nicho- 



VT'x'irtTriWo V^v.^rtjtl s.*",v.^.rs< .:?AvI a:-.,; ^.: ^-^V^\^ ^^?'-^\ ^^''\^^- ^'*i\?* ^-*y" 

• • • « • 



, '•.■•A ;.m;.s j :i.i- ; '»"• i^r .-^ct ir 
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Lae,]l Co. A, Private Thaddeus 
Bniidi,!!! Co. E, Privates Westwood 
A. Toddia and Jno. R. Turner,14 Co, 
E. Private Woodruffl5 of Co. F, and 
PnrateE.fi. Jolly '♦> of Co. I, besides 
oUiera whose names are not now re- 
membered. 

"Adjutant William E. Cameronl" 
waa severely wounded before we 
leeched the hottest of the fight. 
Private E. L. Lifseylf* of Co. I, was 
iIbo wounded before reaching the 
point where we were so hoUy re- 
ceived.^ 

"The firing over, it being now 
nearly dark, we grope our way back 
to the rear in squads, all organiza- 
tion in our regiment having been for 
the time destroyed. As we passed 
over the field — the dim outlines of 
corpses meeting the eye at every 
tnm^we are surprised at the great 
distance traversed. It seemed fully 
Ike miles fi'om the point at which 
ve nnslung knapsacks and pushed 
forward into the fight. About nine 
'dock we reach our commissary 
wagons, where rations are dealt out 
lo OS, almost too wearied to eat them. 

"Next morning the scattered frag- 
ments of our brigade are collected 
together under command of Lieut.- 
CoL Joseph P. Minetree,l9 of the list 
Virginia, the small detachment com- 



n. AUikDdec Lee, if PeUnbtiiz, Vd. 

11. Tliaddeiu Brancb, of trinwiddli^ coiiniy, \'a, 

IX WeMwood A. Todd, of NorTulk, Va. 

11 Jobs B. Tmnei, ot Peteraburg, Va, 

1& L. H. Woodruff, of mcklfonl.^a. 

II X. a. Jolly, ot BruiMWlck count;. Vii. 

17. Ex-0<n, Wm. E. Cameron, of Virglniii. 

O. E. L. Lifscj, of Greensville county, Vu. 

1». Ool, Job. F. Mioelree, of Pelereburg, Vb. 

% In Company G (Richmond Grftye) 
there wer« wounded Privates A, K. Crump. 
hmes Graeme, James Hollingt* worth, Geo. 
W, Hill. Hobsrt Huth and Ihomae B. Wil- 

~ BDd Sergeant B, Boiling Pickett. 

Color-bearer Nicholas and Private Marx 
the only members ot the com- 
fioj Ulled In the batUe ot Second Manae- 
■U. — statement of Mr. John E. Laughlon. 
Jr., tff Richmond. Va., a member of thi 



posing the 12th being under the 
command of Lieut. J. It. Manson,^ 
of Co. I. We march a short distance 
to a different portion of the battle- 
field, where we are halted and stack 
arms," 

To the foregoing there is much to 
be added still fresh in memory. 

When the firing in the woods last 
above described ceased — and it ceas- 
ed on both sides about the same 
time— immediately to my left were 
Private Jolly with a broken arm, 
and young Wyche a bleeding corpse. 
Being in the woods, and twilight 
having come on, I could see the men 
in our line to my right and left only 
for a few feet, and was not aware of 
the esteut of our casualties, which 
were unusully severe, the regimental 
loss being ten killed and sixty-five 
wounded, and embracing a large 
proportion of our regimental and 
company officers. 

I have often recalled the incidents 
of the tramp across the battle-field 
to the commissary wagons and of 
the next morning. Still delightfully 
remembered are a young friend's 
cordial grasp of my hand and his 
words of hearty congratulation at 
my escape unhurt through the perils 
of the terrible ordeal through which 
we badjnst passed. This was as we 
were making our way back towards 
the wagons, one of the enemy's guns 
still firing parting shots, which raked 
the field over which we were pass- 
ing- 

"la that you, — ? God bless yon, 
old fellow, I am so glad to see you 
have come through all right." These 

ai, r»pl,J.Itlcti'dMtt[Uun,ofBniaaHlclt Co., Va. 
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and other like expresBiona were to 
be heard as comrades met, and re- 
cognizing each other in the dark 
nesa, shook hands as if they had 
long been separated, each rejoiced 
to find the other had survived the 
fierce conflict just over. 

The next morning it was my pur 
pose to provide myself with a pair 
of shoes from some dead Federal 
soldier, but upon inquiring I soon 
discovered that I ought to have set 
about this at a much earlier hour, 
as there had been during the night 
and early morning a very general 
removing of shoes, not only from 
the Federal dead, but also from many 
of the dead Confederates, So I 
abandoned all hope of getting a pair 
until, on my way, with a party of my 
regiment, from the wagons to the 
place of rendezvous, we came to a 
dead Confederate lying near the 
roadway, on whose feet were a pair 
of good shoes. Noticing this, one 
of our party, pointing to the dead 
man, said to me, " There is a pair of 
shoes that will fit you," I went to 
this poor fellow's feet, untied one of 
his shoes and began to pull it off. 
This was, of course, not easy work, 
and whilst engaged at it I suddenly 
fully realized what I was doing — 
taking a dead man's shoes, and these 
the shoes of a dead Confederate! I 
at once stopped, and swore I would 
go barefooted before I would do an 
act which was so repugnant to my 
feelings. My comrades rather ridi- 
culed my squeamish ness, but I felt 
better at having let the dead Con- 
federate retain his shoes. My feet 



might suffer, but my conacienoi 
would not. 

Soon after the reassembling of ont 1 
command and its taking its position 
on the battle-field in bivouac, I was 
quietly resting near the line of stack- 
ed guns when Nat Osborne-l of the 
12th, a personal friend, having heard 
of my being in want of a pair of 
shoes, came up with a pair of neat 
looking boots and kindly tendered 
me their use. How Nat eame by 
them I do not know, nor have I ever 
enquired. Gentleman then, as gen- 
tleman he has always been, I am sat- 
isfied that he did not himself take 
them from the body of a dead man. 
He would have shrunk, as I did, 
from any such act. Nevertheless, I 
have no doubt but that those boote 
were taken from the rigid feet of 
some poor fellow. Federal or Con- 
federate, who had yielded his life on 
that field. 

I accepted the tender of the boots, 
thanking Nat for his kindness, and ' 
asked him what I should do with 
them wheu I should get another pair 
of shoes. '"You can return them to 
me," was his reply. 

In a little while I had cast away 
my old shoes and donned the boots, 
and many were the congratulations 
I received at my good fortune in se- 
curing them. The next morning the 
order to march came. I stepped off 
bravely with my new boots, and for 
the first half mile felt no inconveni- 
ence from them. But we soon came 
to some hiU-sides, and then I began 
to find that the boots were as un- 

21. C«pl. N. M. Osborne of Nnrfolk, Va, 



THE MARYLAND CAMPAtON OF lli6L: 



yielding as if made of cast iron, and 
60on became convinced that to wear 
them would be more painful than to 
march bare-footed. I accordingly 
doffed the boots, and struck out with 
my uaked feet. T woiald have thrown 
the boots away, but they were not 
miue — I had promised their owner to 
return them when I ceased to use 
them Besides this, I was not with- 
out hope thatlmight yet break them. 
So.tying them together with a string, 
i swuni; them from the end of my 
blanket-roil, and, occasionally chang- 
ing their position, attached them to 
the end of my rifle, and thus made 
my way mile after mile over the turn- 
pikes almost all the way from Ma- 
nassait to the Monocaey Juoction 
near Frederick city, Maryland. At 
oight. however, the weather being 
cool, I had to wear the boots to keep 
my feet warm, and when we forded 
Ihe Potomac at Edwards' Ford I 
vore them as a protection against 
the sharp-edged pieces of stone I 
feared my bare feet might encounter 
Bt the bottom of the river. Walking 
CFVer such obstructions on the turn- 
pikes was bad enough — doing the 
ume thing with the obstructions 
ander water might be worse. 

The march of the afternoon and 
night after crossing the Potomac, on 
Hatnrday, September Tith. although 
comparatively short, was exceeding- 
ly tiresome. When night came on 
the men liegan to get weary, and 
hoped that we would halt for the 
flight. But we were doomed to dis- 
i^)poiutment. The experiences of 
I this night, a few years ago, I wrote 



out in an interleaved copy of Carl- 
ton McCarthy's "Detailed Miuntise 
of a Soldier's Life in the Army of 
Northern Virginia," and what there 
appears may be properly here re 
produced : 

"But this was not the only occa- 
sion that I remember having takeu 
the law in my own hands in company 
with some very good soldiers and 
spent the night in quarters not 
selected by our olEcers. 

"The first night we got into Mary- 
land, on the same campaign, it looked 
to a man in the ranks as if our offi- 
cers supposed we were not ordinary 
flesh and blood. During the day 
we forded the Potomac near Lees- 
burg, and about sunset another 
stream fiowing into the Potomac, 
and night comiug on we were pushed 
ahead, to go how far no one knew. 
All were tired, and anxiously looked 
ahead to see the head of the column 
filiug off into some field or body of 
woods to bivouac for the night. But 
field after field, and woods after 
woods, would be reached and passed 
and still the march was kept up. 
When would it end? Would we 
march all night, as on a previous 
occasion? To a man sleepy and 
fatigued questions of this sort were 
constantly presenting themselves, 
and asBumiug the gravest import- 
ance ; but no one could answer them, 
probably not even commanders of 
brigades — certainly not officers in 
command of companies. Finally on 
this memorable night, at what hour 
wedid not know, but possibly towards 
ten or eleven o'clock, a party of four, 
consisting of Dick Davis, ^ Sydney 
Jones, ^5 Billy Pueci-^ and myself, 
all of the same re^ment, deter- 
mined to halt for the night, and over- 
take our command the next morning. 



■il. Hloliard b. DhvIs. u 
'a. Svrtiie)' O. .Tones uf 
'•■I. Wni. y Piiicl.of Pi 
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Having thtis settled for oaraeWeB otherB of our regiment killed in thft> 

the length of that day's march, we ftction, 

foand our way to a straw rick some r^^^^ yg^^ morning, bright and 

fifty varda to th© left of the roadside, i n » _i „ i. 

aoi taking off our baggage and ac ^^^'j- "^'1 *^* """■, I'^^'^y «'«''«, ^"^"^^ 

contrements were soon reclining in and getting ready to move forward 

comfort. In a few minutes, however, to overtake the brigade, which was 

looking ahead of us, we saw what easy work to all except myself. To 

were unmistakable signs of the com ^^^jj whs almost praeticaUy ImpoB- 

mand halting for the night. Hun- ., , ~, i . al 

dreds of small fires were being »'1>1«- The march of the previous 

lighted and were illumining the sky day had completely disabled me, 

in that direction. One of our num- and I at once saw that it was useless 

ber, pointing to these fires, said: to attempt to reach my command 

:Look yonder, boys! The command ^^^-j jj ^^^^^^ j^^ j^^ ^ ^ ^.jtj, 

18 going into camp! Suppose we , , ,. i, . i * 

get np and join them?' To which boots dangling alternately from 

remark another of our party, Syd- blanket-roll and rifle. I made the best 

ney Jones, I think, promptly replied : time I could with bare feet, taking 

'No, no ; I would not move from this the pubUc roads along which our 

comfortable place as tired as I am, y,^- ^^^ ^^s moving, and scoring 

if my great-grandmother were up , ^ . ., , , » ^ i 

there at those fires. I propose about nine miles before I reached 

'camping' here to-night.' So the the command in bivouac just north 

proposition to go ahead was voted of Mouocacy Junction and near 

down, and we were all soon asleep." Frederick city. 

It is but justice to make mention I was not the only bare- footed man 
of my three comrades, who with me on this tramp by many hundred, and 
spent our first night in Maryland as in this connection a strong para- 
above described. Dick Davis and graph from a vigorous Southern 
Sydney Jones each served honorably writer descriptive of the trials and 
through the war. with splendid re- tribulations of many of our army on 
cords as soldiers. Sydney Jones died the marches of this campaign ma; 
last fall, beloved and respected by properly be here reproduced. Mr. 
all who knew him, and carried to E. A. Pollard, the editor of the Ex- 
his grave the scar of a wound re- niniiier, that historic fiery war-time 
ceived at the battle of Cramptoo's Richmond journal, in his work, "The 
Gap. Dick Davis lives an honored Southern History of the War," writ- 
member of the Virginia bar, He ten daring the war, referring to these 
was twice wounded, first at Seven marches, says ; 

Pines, and again at the battle of the "The route of the extraordinary 

Crater. Poor Billy Pucci was killed marches of our troops presented, for 

at the battle of the Wilderness. I 'o'-f *°'l weary miles the touching 

, ^ , . ,, ji .-a- ■ J .1 pictures of the trials of war. Broken 

last saw him cold and stiff m death '^^^^ Boldiei-s (not all 'stragglers') 
on that field, when a detail of men \\a^ the road. At night time they 
were preparing to bury him and might be found asleep in every con- 
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eeivable attitude of discomfort— on with a history of those boois, which 

fence mils and in fence corners- ^^„ f^^ ^ ^^^^ I had so faithfully 

some hall bent, others almost erect, , , . ,, ■, ■, i 

in ditches and on steep hill-sides, "^"^"S to in the manner descnbed. 

some without blanket or overcoat, are given in the note book in the fol- 

Daybreak found them drenched with lowing para^aphs : 

dew, but strong' in purpose; with "Thus impeded in my locomotion 

half rations of breiwl and meat rag- j was forced to straggle no litttle, 

eed and bare-footed, they go cheer- and the day after I slep't in the straw- 

fully forward. No nobler spectacle ^tack of the Maryland farmer, I was 

was ever presented m history. These unable to overtake the brigade until 

beardless youths and gray-haired it jjad gone into camp, at the poiut 

men, who thus spent theirnigbts like at which my last entry left it, three 

the beasts of the field were the best miles from Frederick city, where I 

men of the land— of all classes, trades found it bivouacked in a wheat- 

and professions. The spectacle was field- two or three hundred yards 

such as to inspire the prayer that from the road—to make my way over 

ascended from the sanctuaries of the the sharp stubble of which was ago- 

South— that God might reward the ny to'my suffering feet. But I had 

devotion of these men to principle gotten among the boys only a few 

and justice by crowning their labors moments, when my friend Jim Nash 

and sacnfices with that blessing desired to know if I wonld hke to 

■which always bnngeth peace."t have &pair ofghoes. My reply and 

There was one thing, however, the joy at the delightful prospect of 

that cheered ns all up, now that we losing once more slo>^ may be jm- 

,, -I r ». IT .1 agined. Being assured that nothing 

were on the soil of Maryland-the /^^jj ^e more acceptable than I 

sympathy of the people. "Find pair of shoes, Jim seized me in his 

people along the road almost unani- arms and bore me across the stubble 

mously in favor of the South," is the several yards to a tent. Presuming 

entry made in my diary relative to bis Jiiteutions good. I did not object 

,, "^ , f, , ,, , , „,, to the forcible abduction, and found 

themarchoDSunday,September7th. ^jy^^jf ^^ the tent of Capt. Sam 

My personal experiences on this Stevens, -^ our quarter-master, who 

day, embracing much suffering and dehvered to me a handsome pair of 

greatjoyincidenttorelief therefrom, «l'°^« which fit exactly and were 

° •* ■' ' nice enough (I thought) for a gen- 

~,„ „., , J, , tlemen to wear to a ball — the last 

tDe^rihlnR the condition of Mahoiie a ■ * i^ ■ i^ 3 ... j 

brigade when it reached Shurpsburg. Com- P*^"^ °} P- '?,^ *"* '?^^ \^*"^ °-^7 P""^" 

rode Jos. Edwin Spotowood, a member ot chased in i<reaericE city. Wo one 

Co. E, tZtU Virginia regiment, who was who had not suffered as I had for 

wounded In the aotlou of Sharpsburg, says: several days past can appreciate mv 

"Our brigftde. under the command of Cul. „] _ , ,1. ■ i„V;i. \, 

Parhom. went into battle at SharpsburR pleasureat the receipt of these shoes, 

with only aevpnty men rank and fll^, of Bvit lo the '/on/. f<. 1 was DO sooner 

whom twenty-three belonged to the 12th supplied with the shoes, than snn- 

V«. regiment and threo-PrivatPHUBruep dry applications were made for my 

Owyn, Jaa. E. Nash and my»eir— to Cu. F, 4L„„i„r !.■ 1 t „ „ i„ „ i„i„ «„T 

,th/ Pet^raburg Billero*.n,. ThU was th^ }>°^^f' ™b'«l» „?,f^%}° ^^ late f el- 

resolt of the hard marching and lighting low-straggler, BlUy Pucci, who first 

through whioh the brigade had been, and spoke for them and from whom I 

'if Riueb atraggling due to bo many lieing 

bare. footed." -j:,. I'api, sam'l awveiis, of I'ttersliun;, Vb. 
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exacted the promiBe to take care of 
and return them to Nat Osborne. 
To follow their history, in a day or 
two Billy Pucci informed me that he 
had turned them over to Sydney 
Jones with instructions to take care 
of them and return them to Nat Os- 
borne, a day or two after which I was 
again advised that they had changed 
hands, Sydney Jones having aJso 
found they were too rough for him ; 
after which I heard no more from 
them until several weeks afterwards, 
when Sydney and myself met at my 
father's in Orange county, where we 
were both on furlough, recovering 
from wounds received at Crampton's 
Gap, when Sydney informed me that 
he had received a letter from Kich- 
mond from young Thom^' of the 
Richmond (ireys, who was wounded 
at the same fight, and who either 
had on the boots at the time or got 
possession of them afterwards, ask- 
ing him what he (Thom) should do 
with his (Sydney s) boots, to which 
the latter rephed, asking him 'for 
God's sake never to let him liear 
of those boots again— that they be- 
longed to the regiment, and he 
(Thom) harl about as much right 
to them as any one else.' "f 

On Wednesday, the 10th, we are 
again in motion. Our movements 
on this and the next two days are 

W, R. H. A. Thtini. of Kkhmmi.I, Vs. 

fA letter reoelvwl from Capt. Osborne 
slnoe this hae been tn typi.' informs me that 
these boots were loaiiHd to him by a friend 
on the battle-field of Second Mi>jiiu»aB. 
whi) "'had no further use for Uiem." "Thoy 
were." says Capt. O.. "what are or were 
known as ' Bliicher' boots, but, ae I had no 
socks and as Ihn boots were very BtlfT In 
their soles, I could not wt^ar them," 

Capt. Oabonie'a quallfled ownership of 
tbo property accounts for hie request for Its 
return to him. 

Like myself, Capt. O.wunastilTerer after 
we left ManasBfts. HavlnR provided him- 
self with another pair of iKiots. which the 
conditioner his feet prevented hl» wearing. 
heeaye-. "I think I remember that owing 



given in the journal as folio* 

"Wednesday, Sept, 10th. 
not move at all yesterday or i 
before. This is the longest s' 
page since leaving camp at FaL— 
Creek. Left to-day aoont 2 P. 3 
Marched three miles to the I 
of Frederick, which is quite a 1 
place, containing probably 10,9 
inhabitants. Sentiment of the p 
pie strongly Southern, 
from the demonstrations made to 1 
Marched thence north-westerly I 
direction of Haeerstown, past* 
through the sm^ village of ] 
View and the town of Middletowi 
which last place the people toldj 
the last district vote was sixty Um 
to forty State Eighth. The ] ' 
here did not hesitate to declai 
selves f'liioi'. Camped about 1 
mile west of the place. Dista 
marched about twelve miles. Whole 
distance marched to date two bon^ 
dred and ten miles." 

"Thursday, Sept. 11th. Marched 
about four miles in direction of Har 
per's Ferry, marching behind wagon 
train and lience very slowly. En- 
camped about sundown, just east of 
the little village of Burke tts villa. 
People about here largely Union. 
Harper's Ferry still io possession of 
the enemy. It is said we have ihem 
surrounded." 



place, as I made my way d . . 

along a line of Confederates standing at 
parade rest, one of them asked me what 
command I belonged to. With some pride 
I replied, 'Co. E, 12th Va. regiment. Ua- 
hone's brigade.' but was Hoored by the Im- 
pudent fellow's response, 'Yes. d^n you. 
and you have got your bootw In your hand 

This sally of wit was a speelmen brlcb 
thrown at our gallant friend. Capt. Osborne, 
and our conimand. No one, Gen, Lee and 
a tew others excepted, esoaped guying at 
the hands of tbe Confederate soldier when- 
ever opportunity presented. 



"Friday, Sept. 12tb. Marched 
throagb the village of BurkettK^ille, 
fn>ased the BlneKidge just beyond, 
and encamped half a mile south of 
the Tillage of Brownsville — distance 
marched about five miles," 

111 the joarnat no other entries ap 
pear nntil the foUowiog : 

"Monday. Oct. 6tb, 18G2. Fred 
orick county, Md. I take up my 
pencil to write a brief summary of 
events since Friday, Sept. 12th, the 
date of my last entry. Brigade re 
m&ined at camping ground near 
Brownsville all Saturday morning. 
Left about three in the afternoou for 
s pass in South Mountain, about u 
mile distant. Men went without 
knapsacks or blankets. Being quite 
dck, I did not go, and afterwards 
congratulated myself that I did not 
^, as I was very unwell after the 
regiment left. The l'2th and titb 
regiments returned to camp next 
fflorDlng about tea o'clock. The 4l9t 
was left at the pass, and the 16th 
went to guard another upon the Blue 
Ridge Mountains about half a mile 
north of that at which we crossed on 
Friday, coming over from Burketts- 
•ille. About three in the afternoon 
(8nnday, the 14th), the 12th aud 6th 
■ere ordered to the pass at which 
the 16th was. We soon reached our 
destination (I now felt something 
better than I did in the morning, and 
Koordingly left with my company). 
Reaching the pass, we were ordered 

•KB). Geri. W. B. Franklin, U. 8. Army. 
(ooimDiiiIlni; RCh army uorps, whose dlvla- 
Wo. vommsDdiid by Maj. Oen. H. W. Slo- 
«<Jni, did tht: prtuclpal lighting Id this na- 
n««menl. In his offlcial n-port of It, dtitcd 
at^. »1, lHfl2, says: 

~Our lotal lOHS In killed and woiini1<-d Is 
i». Of these. 16 are omc)^^s. 6 ol whum 
■ne hilled. The lotatloBs, killed, was 110; 
•ooDded, 42U. The losses o( the enoiuy 
•n" u«t mxiuralely known. We buried 150 
"I tbdr dead, ar.d took charge ol more that) 
**(< their wounded, who wure left uiioii 
ttf fluid.- 



down to the foot of the mountain on 
the Burkettsville side, the enemy be- 
ing then about the village. Our ar 
tillery, stationed high up on the 
mountain -side, soon opened upon 
them. Tliey advanced and the first 
three or four shots of the skirmish- 
ers had hardly been fired before the 
infantry action became general. 

"After an hour's hard fighting, 
suffice it to say, we were outnumber 
ed, outfiauked, and driven pell-mell 
up the mountain. I was so unlucky 
as to receive a severe wound in my 
right leg, which prevented lue from 
'skedaddling,' and thus fell into the 
hands of the enemy. The loss on 
our side was considerable— 700 pris- 
oners, and, it is said, 300 or 400 kill- 
ed. The seven hundred prisoners 
included those wounded men who 
fell into the hands of the enemy, 
which I judge was the fate of most 
of the wounded.* I feel very anx- 
ious to know the casualties of the 
12th regiment. Thus far I only know 
of the following: Chas. Noble,-" 
Co. B, and P. T. Walton,^^ Co. I, 
killed, Lieut.-Col. Taylor,^ Lieut. 
John Patterson,*) Co. E, Lieut. De- 
Shie],i>l Co. H, and Cadet Richard 
Christian,-^- wounded, and Bight 
General Guide Wm. 8mith,'^» Co. B, 
Phil. Brown,:« Co. C, Wm. T. Mor- 
gan,33 Co. E, Sod Booker,^'! Co. A, 

Lifeay, Co. B, Chas. Prichard,;*^ 

Co. C, 8. P. BrauBcomb,3» J. J. 
Pearson'iS and myself, Co. I, wound- 
ed and prisoners — making in all 

Brig. Gen. Howell Ciibb, C, S. Anny, 
whose cumraaDd was brought Into action 
after the Virginia troops oommanded by 
Col. Wm, .^llen Parham began theiri'etreAt 
up the mountain, in hia official report, dated 
September 22, 1862, says: 

■'The whole number of troops engaged 
on our side did not exceed 2200. whilst the 
lorce of the enemy was variously pstiniate4 
rroui lO.DOU to 20,(IU0 men. It could not 
iMve been less than 10,000, and probably 
reaehed 16,000, 

"It is impossible tor me toruportthouas- 
ualllBte, aa the fat« of only a few of Ihf 
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two killed and tliirteeu wouoded. 
My brother. Richard F.Beriiard,''f of 
the 13th Va. regiment, who went 
into the fight with our regiment, was 
also wounded. The casualties must 
have been greater. II Falling into the 
hands of the enemy as a prisoner, I 
met with the kindest treatment from 
them, and on the Wednesday follow- 
ing (Sept. 17th,) was so fortunate as 
to be invited to a private house (that 
of Mr. James Giddings), where I 
now am, having received every at^ 
tention from him and bis whole fam- 
ily. I hope to be able one week 
from to-day to start for Frederick to 
report for exchange. 

"The citizens of this neighborhood 
being almost exclusively Southern 
in their sentimentt), almost all of the 
wounded Southerners who were car- 
ried to hospitals at Burkettsville 
were invited to private houses. Not 
only this, but we have been kindly 
furnished everything we needed in 
the way of clothing. ' 

The Cth, 16th and 4l9t regiments, 
whose movements are mentioned in 
this entry in the journal, are the 6th, 
16th and 4l8t Virginia regiments of 

Inrge number rulBsIni; Is certainly known. 
Of the number that went Into battle there 
are now missing and unoccouDted tor over 
8(10. The largpr portion of this number is 
belinved to be prisoners, us «p were Hanh- 
ed on both the right ani the left by the 
enemy, and. thus euri'Ounded, our men were 
compelled to surrendBT." 

X!. Cbu. G. Noble, of Petenburg. Va. 
■a. P. T, Walton, uf QreeDHVIlle county. Vh. 
■S. lieut-Col. nelcHug L. Taylorof Gloucester 
county, Va. 

Capt. John R. Pattereon. of PelMstjurg, Vn. 

Utaaa. H. Dutaldds, ol Norrolk. Va. 

Richard B, Christian, or Richmond, Va, 

Wm. C. Smllh. of Nubville. Tenn. 

Phltlif F, Brown, of BlUH Bldgd Springs. Va. 
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our brigade. In the aote book tsa 
detailed account of my own eipeif* 

ences in the battle referred to, to- 
gether with a diagram. All of the 
events of that memorable Sunday 
evening, when I lay helpless withio 
two feet of a hotly engaged Federal 
line of battle, and every instant ex- 
pected a Confederate bullet to send 
me into the other world, are imbed- 
ed in my memory, never to be for- 
gotten, but it is best that I reproduce 
the account in the note book des- 
criptive of what happened, which ia 
as follows : 

(Ueri! toHmts a diagram which Is omitted.] 

"The diagram above gives some 
idea of the positions of the com- 
batants at the stubborn little 6ght of 
Cramp ton's Gap. 

"The commanding officer who had 
the disposition of our forces on this 
occasion saw fit to place the 12th 
and 6th regiments in the positions 
indicated at the very foot of the 
mountain. A line of battle being 
formed behind a rail fence, we had 
scarcely taken our positions behind 

lows; Killed. Privates Jno. E. Collier. Wm. 
C. Everett, Wm. O. mils: leounded. 0«o. 
H. Jamea. E. Leslie Speoce, R. H. A. Tboni, 
John A. Turner and Jno. W. Williaoie. — 
Slaleineiti of Mr. Jno. E. Layghton, Jr. 

[Besides those already enumerated the 
casualties In the Maryland campatgo In 
Co.'e E and I ot the I2tb regiment were the 
following: In Co. E, at Crampton's Oa,p, Pri- 
vate Ren Hatuber was killed, and Lleut- 
Jno. R. Patterson, Corp'l C. Edward Alben 
and Privates Leroy S. Edwards, Wm. Hen- 
ry Bliington and Prank R. Russell were 
wounded. Privates Wm. C. Johnson, Llt- 
tleberry E. Stainbaot and Geo. W. Walte 
were captured. All were from PeterBbnrg, 
Va. In Co. I, J. J. Taylor, of GreeoBvllle 
county, Va., was wounded In the battle of 
Seoond Manassas. 

[See Appendix lor casualties In other 
oompanies and regiments of Hahone'a hrt- 
gade.) "^^ 



the fence, lying flat on our faces, he- up for nearly an hour by the com- 
fore the guns of Grimes' battery, batants, posted as above mentioned, 
stationed near the point where the "A few moments before the crisis 
road passes through the Gap, begin of the battle arrived, whilst lying at 
to fire their shot and shell two or my position near the right of our 
three hundred feet over our heads, line, carelessly loading my rifle, I 
Very soon our skirmishers are seen experienced a sudden pain in my 
retiring across the ploughed ground right leg, just above the knee, as if 
in front of us, and they had no soon- some heavy substance had struck it 
er reached the line of our fence, than with great force. At first it did not 
pop — pop — pop — we hear the guns occur to me that it was a bullet that 
of three or four skirmishers, when, had created the unusual sensation, 
raising my bead (the rail fence at but glancing at the place injured, 
the point where the right of our reg- and discovering an ugly orifice from 
iment was lying rested upon a layer which the blood was streaming, I at 
of large stonest eight or ten inches once realized that I was wounded, 
in thickness, and thus sufficiently and immedially proceeded to bind 
high to shelter a man lying flat on up the leg with my pocket-handker- 
the ground, as we then were), I chief, thinking thus to stop the flow 
looked through the lower rails of of blood. Soon I remembered that 
tiie fence to the front, and to my I bad a leather strap on my blanket- 
snrprise discovered that the enemy roll, lying near me, which would 
were behind the stone fence just serve the purpose better. So I re- 
across the ploughed ground, about quested the man next on my left, 
260 yards distant — a fact disclosed (Branscomb, of Co. I), to stop firing 
by Hie flashes of light and puffs of and strap up my leg, which he did. 
white smoke darting out from the I then lay as flat as was possible, 
muzzles of one, two, three, and then and wondered how long the fight 
it eeemed a hundred rifles, the blaze would last, thinking I would give 
of the guns in a second's time run- the wealth of the Indies, if I had it, 
nisg down the whole length of the to be on the other side of the moun- 
enemy's line posted behind the wall, tain, the constant whizzing of the 
It is almost needless to mention that bulletsthrough and against the fence- 
in an instant their bullets were whis- rails, and against the timber and 
tling through the rails of our fence, rocks on the side of the mountain 
falling in the ploughed ground short reminding me unpleasantly that the 
of ns, and striking the trees, stumps, enemy had not yet ceased to fire, 
lo^ and rocks on the bill-aide be- Just at this point I heard a noise 
bind us. Our men at once vigor- to my left where Branscomb was 
oasly returned the fire, which is kept lying, and looking around to discov- 

fGen. Franklin, Gen. Slocum, and sever- of the right corapanieanf the 12th Virjtlnla 

■1 of thplr brli^ade and regimental com- regiment there was nothing behind which 

BiaDders, in their official reports, stale that they fought that could properly be called a 

the Conlederatea were posted behind a ■'stone wall." Along the road In which 

"stODe wall." but make no mention of the these eompanlee lay, on the eaat Bide of It, 

atone waU behind which the Federal line of was an old Virginia 2lg-Kag wtirm fence, 

battle was posted. Th«re was a etnne wall resting on a layur, or low foundation, of 

somewhere along the llnf of battle occu- stones, so low that at the place where I was 

pied by the 12th and Gth Virginia regiments, a man had to lie dat on the ground to get 

which two regiments alone (I am satlsfled) any protection. There were piles of stone 

AODBtituted the whole force at the foot of in some of the fence oomere. 
the mountain, but certainly along the front 
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er the caiiae, to my horror, saw that 
the fence and dry leaves were on 
fire, just about where Branacomb, 
who lay about two feet from me, 
fired his gun through the rails, and 
Branscomb and the man next on his 
left were trying to extinguish it. I 
kuew uow that the crisis, for us at 
least, was at hand. The enemy 
would direct their shots at this point 
particularly. A severe wound re- 
ceived by poor Branacomb while 
trying to estiuguisb the fire served 
to confirm my apprehension. I at 
once begau to drag myself — my then 
only means of locomotion — towards 
Coleman* of Co. D, the man lying 
next on my right, who, seeing me 
wounded and thus approaching him, 
begged me for 'Clod's sake not to 
come towards him,' urging as a rea- 
son that I 'would certainly be killed,' 
that 'the ballets were all coming 
there'— which advice I took, and 
dragged myself in the other direc 
tion, going to the left of Branscomb 
where the stones upon which the 
rails lay were somewhat higher, and 
behind which I felt comparatively 
secure. The firing now on both 
sides had slackened. The lifeless 
body of young Walton of our com- 
pany, shot in the forehead, and ly- 
ing immediately to the left of the new 
position I now occupied, however, 
reminded me that it was not entirely 
safe. 

"The firing now seemed to have 
entirely ceased, when one of our men 
exclaimed,* Look yonder, boysl They 
are coming across the field 1' Im- 
mediately upon which the command 
ran down our line, 'Fix bayonets, 



men! Fix bayonets!!' followed in a 
few seconds by another, 'Fall back, 
men! Fall back!!' whoD there was a 
general grabbing up of guns, blank- 
ets, knapsacks, canteens, &c., and a 
backward movement. My own con- 
dition just now can be better imag- 
inedtban described. I could notget 
away, and just as our men were leav- 
ing, I heard some one say. 'See 
yonder, boys! Cavalry!!' I would be 
trampled to death by cavalry, or the 
enemy, coming up, woidd bayonet 
me! 8ach thoughts flashed throu|fb 
my mind as I lay in breathless sus- 
pense with Lieut. Manson, who stay- 
ed with me, awaiting the issue, In 
less than a minute, looking up I dis- 
covered the enemy's line — the veri- 
table Yankees — the men all excite- 
ment, just over the fence, yelliugand 
firing at our raeu, who were retreat- 
ing up the hill. I now thought of 
danger from a new source. Our men 
up the hill would return the enemy's 
fire, and it would be a miracle if we 
escaped. The enemy now began to 
put their guns through the lower 
rails of the fence, the muzzles of 
which were only a foot or two from 
our heads. None, who never expe- 
rienced such an ordeal, can appreci- 
ate the desperation of our conditioD. 
If the enemy did not kill me, I 
thought our own men would, whose 
bullets I expected every minute to 
pierce me, one of which I am satis- 
tied did graze my hip, as, whilst I 
lay between the two fires, 1 1 felt a 
burning sensation in that part of the 
body, as if a spark of fire had touch- 
ed the skin, and a day or two aftei 
the fight, upon examination, I dia- 



f Whilst lying HH hero dUHCrlbtiil, I wuauii tSepterubur ■il, lsK2, eaytt: "The enemy 
my aide, with nrnis and l»gs drawn about opened with great fury upon iib with can- 
as close to my body as was posalble, woU non nnd musketry as we gained the base of 
kouwlDK that, the stonller the surface pre- the mountiin. I lound myself directly 
sented, the greater were the chances of ea- opposite to the enemj-. who wera pouring 
□apn. and that I cnuld not afford to occupy upon ue a deadly lire from the cover of the 
one inch of superQuous space. Lieut. -Col. woods." It was from this dre that I thought 
Joel J. Beaver, of the Kith N. Y. Inf'y. In every second I would receive a fatal shot. 
his offlelal report of th-f engagement, dated Moii fl. '■u1kiiihii,..i l;»lUmnre, Jirl, 
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Covered that my clothes had been at you were lying near me, haymg come 
that point col a« by a bullet and my f„m the place at which yon were 
flesh had been scratched. ,., ■ ■ ,w i j j r u ■ 

-Whilst thin lirlm,w«»goiiis on, "'"'""!«'■ V6u asked if I could give 
Lieat. Maiuion, who lav next tome i""" " '"wallow ol water.' I raised 
repeatedly called rait to the Feilerahi >■;"; »P '" "?»■ "f?'*^ P™ J"™ """S 
over the fcnc to I* cuuth.ns and "f ""o precious liquid without taloug 
not shoot ii»,-tliiit Mcwere'wouud- U'^ ™'«»» "" <'''""' »"«Peud«l 
Mmeu.aiid that »|. had 'surrend- f™m my peraon) and was so engaged, 
ered,' of which the, look no notice, "heu some one cned out, ■Ourcolors 
until, placing the white p,x-ket hand- f ^''"'' .I^k™/ down our hne, 
kerchief I took from niv leg upon '.T/^k*",""'. .I^''"* '™«''- 
Ihe end of a ramrod, he held it up fl *« ">; '""' J"»? »'■" ."f f™ 
.Imoet in their faces, at the same !° "'» ,*«»' °' "?• "l""' 'fJ '«« 
time saying to them, 'We surrender!' S"" »','"'" """ *''™,™'i ^'''■*^' 
■We ar;. wouiutai ikeul' whereupon Si ,1 '">« ."f >»'»1<- i^dvancing. 
one or two of them said, 'Get oVer ?"" "'.' '"'". " ""i"?" '«•" "« ""• 
the fence, then-get over the fence': J";"' 'l"'PP"'K »° tteir knees and 
at which Llei.t. Mausim, who wm a t^'Sf our men retreating up the 
.troug, athletic man, seiislng me in "»"■"»'■». Ite raiii,,.l,« of their 
h» anU, lifte.1 me up to the top of f ™ ff? t"""' h<«d.. I Irequent- 
tbc fence and with the assistanel of '>' «»«';' """^ll ^^'"i,'''^' ™5 
me of the Federals tumliled me over '■"■"," "I'"**' "™ ,y°,"°^f:5 
to the other side, and then bore me in "'™"! 'D""'* *<»«' 'Don't shoot!!' 
lli. arms across the ploughed held "' 'il" ""'>' '<»'' ",° ?."!;" h 
to the Federal rear. When we got Platfluponaramrotltliewhitehand- 
lu the next held behind the stSie H""'"/. -TSV i"f "™'°'' T' 
™ll. two Federal soldiers came up N!»nd told them that we surrender- 
aiid kindly assisted Lieut. Mannon «?■ /'">' 'V'''. ™ "'™ "» »«» "vcr 



iu bearing me at least a mile back 



the fence, I lifted yon up and over 



to a house at which the Federal sur- '''?,'''°f ' r'^^""' ^°" "•^J*"' 
geons had improvhsed a hospital. '"'''*■ -\« I did so, a moimted officer 
But, to return to the battle: The '^I'T. ,f " ll ""tif,,'', ™°''' 
enemy's line at the fence mounted it, S, ■»'» " «h«;B».'hat hill' (our ar- 
and charged up the hiU Just afte^ """'■»' "' 'Vf ""' *u". -R"";'"? 
we left them, and what happened g«ipc " canister down the hdl-.ide). 
affa-rwards I do not now propose to I t«ld him I was a Confederate officer 
write, further than to siy thatVfrom "'' " ™" i* ""l"" ^"Ti}' "" "" '? 
all ai-cornits, our men were terribly "nswer that question. I then appeal- 
routed and scattered, driven, as they f, to him to let two men helpme 
were, by a hlrgelv superiir fowi ?''"' J"™ ^,.^ held hcBpit.al. This 
pell-mell upandovCTthe mountain." ho very readily ordered to be done 
and rCKie rapidly awav. I regret 
Lieut.Manson, to whom I recently that in the deepening twilight I 
sent a copy of the foregoing ac<!oont could not plainly see his features, 
of what transpired whilst we were ^ ^^^ked his name. One of the detail 

together at the fence, writes the fol- "^^ *^J« "S"*'' ^ "?"■ «'««'""' 

. the other Gen, Franklin. Others 

'"^'^S^ said he was Gen. Sumner. Who- 

"JaBt before the enemy came up ever he was, he did a generous, no- 
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tile jiiit Id a wuiitiilcxl enemy when he 
tutlfntl t «'!> iiii'u out of line in nt^hial 
l»iltif lu luutist in beaj'iug you to the 
rwir. 1 viHited the battle-field the 
Oiiy iiflt^r the battle and found the 
fi'iicn- Ui iiMheM, with only piles of 
Hltmi'M t<i tiitirk llic (Mirners. I send 
,Miii lii'ii'wiili ii roii^th drawing, rep- 
iHtK'iiliii^ IIk' I'liltle-lield as it im- 
liiTKsnl itHfll ii|M}ii my memory."! 

Oiic lit ihe Ft-deral soldiers who 
liiil|Mil to iMiur me to the fleld-hosVital 
lold iiir his name was EllmcoiiJi, that 
lu- wiw It n'ltitive of ("ol. Ellsworth, 
of the ZouHVw, who was killed by 
.ItU'kMiii in the historic Ma,n8ion 
lloiiMi' Irajtedy at Alexaudiia in 
MHy, IHtll, and that he took great 
pride ill the t^-t that his family hud 
Hi'iil iiiKiiy of it« memt>ers to the 
Held I'lir (he fnioncnitse. Histieat- 
iiioiil i>r me WIU4 kind and eousider- 
ale, and he wiut manifestly a manly 
I'll] low, 

AImiiiI dark we reaeheil the back- 
viud "f I he farmer's house which 
liiid Ill-en pn<sseid into ser^iee as a 
lli'ld liiispllal. The premises, yai-d 
and hoiiK«\ wenied to be tilled with 
wimiidiHl men, mostly Fe<ierai sol- 
dli'ifi. Ah 1 was atiout to l»e placed 
on the ^nuM along with the other 
woniideil men, a middle-aged gentle- 
man, of kindly and sympathetic 
manner, came up and remarking 

{In Mnnrli. 1U)I2. I flont Oen<^ral Slocum a 
(Mipy of Lli-iit. Hanson's littter and uf the 
eitraot.troni my nolo book rteacrlplive of 
this battle, with a view hi leurnlng wheth- 
er or not he was the offioer menllooed by 
Lieut. H. Ill reply he said: "Ir^mmand- 
ed Ibo troopB In your troDt at CramptoD'n 
Oap. My oommajid was a iHvision of the 
Gth corps, then commanded by Gen. Wm. 
B. fruibllQ. Your deecrlptlon ot the Beld. 
the fenoee, tf., accords with my veoollec- 



that no distinction wonld be i 
between the wounded men. 
Federal or Confederate, asked ; 
how I felt, and what he eonld do d 
me. At the same time he said I 
he wa*i the chaplain of a Maine r 
iment. I told him that I felt very I 
weak, and that I thought a drink of 
some slimiiiant would help me. 
did not then occur to me that I wae 
making this request of a minister of 
the Gospel from the laud of prokOri- 
tion. He sai<l he could get me a cnp 
of tea, but nothing stronger, I told 
him I would be very thankful for the 
tea. He disappeared from my side, 
and in a little while returne<l with 
some tea in a tin cnp, whieh I drank 
with giwit relish and benefit. , . , 

My friend, Lieut. Manson, to whose 
kind offices in bringing roe from the 
field 1 have always felt that I proba- 
bly owed my life, hmi now been or- 
dered to leave me and was plac«d 
under guai-d along with the other 
prisimers who were not wounde<l. 

Soon after be left me, and I think 
before the kind-hearted ehaplun 
brought the tta, 1 was carried into 
the house and a Fetlerat surgeon and 
nurse came to dress my wound. Of 
its extent I was not then aware, and 
I dreaded the probing for the bullet, 

tlon. I do not, however, recall thi- incident 
to which you refer. My Iohs of iifTlcers woa 
oevere. aud every minute of my time whb 
occupied till after the battle of Antletam." 
1 have somehow always thought Oen. 
Slocum was the chivalrous officer nientlon- 
ed by Lieut. Manson, and. In the sbsencu 
of proof to the contrary, shall continue so 
to think, although Gen. H. does not reoUI 
the Incident mentioned by L)(iut. M. 
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expressed myself. The iiiirHC, 

youiti; niKu with a very j^leaHiiut 

and manner, iiotieiug luy trepi- 

iou ut the inteudeil operatiuii. by 

of ncrviiid me, said; "Show, 

grit. Don't l»ealanne<l." My 

ide i>(>tiiiii}; til the rescue at Ijeiug 

rminded by an enemy of the ueces- 

•ily Piir «M>nntge, I clenched my teeth, 

uid tnaking up my mind for the 

worst, said tii the surgeon, '-Go 

abesd, doctor!'' To my relief the 

ballet was eatiily found, and the 

opirratioD of cutting it out performed 

wilh hut little pain. The nurse, 

hamtiog me the bullet, said: "Put 

Uiat ill yoiu- piM^ket and carry it 

home." and this 1 did. 

Soim after or a little liefoi* thiw I 
recognized among the people in the 

bouite iht^ tamiliar face of Dr. , 

one of the regimental surgeons, or 
»«i«tant-8ui^eons, of our brigade, 
utd addit*winfj him, asked how he 
pit ciiptiu-iHl, 1 noticed an evasion 
of my thouglitless question, and did 
no( n-pi-at it. Hnbseqnently I well 
riudei-Ktoufl why the doctor was re- 
Im-tanl to answer any question likely 
Iv diiK-lose the true history of his 
I»mwn<^ whiTc I then saw him. 
Kail of the ardor of liattle, this 
ireiitleman. leaving the rear, had been 
in our front liue making free use of a 
rillf rtnri i^uld not make good his re- 
lr«it. This, At least, is the explana- 
tion his old comrades give of his 
laplure. 

My lirst night in this hospital was 
spent in one of the sleeping rooms 
s«il«l ou the floor with my back rest- 



ing against one of the several bags 
of wheat which the proprietor of the 
house had evidently temporarily 
placed thei-efor safety, (n the same 
room and in the adjoining rooms and 
passages there seemed to l>e many 
other wounded men, priucipalJy 
Federal soldiers, whose groans aud 
cries I heard all through the night. 

The next morning, however, I was 
taken out and placed in the bjick- 
porch on the floor along with at lea^t 
one other wounded ConiKlerate, Ser- 
geant Otis S. Tarver, a Geoi^an, of 
Cobb's Legion, which command was 
brought into action, I was infoi-med, 
.just as our men were in retreat up the 
mountain -side. Thin layers of straw 
spread on the floor constituted oui' 
beds. I felt pretty hungry this moiri- 
ing and would have enjoyed a good 
breakfast, and was disappointed when 
acupof weak lamb-bi-oth was brought 
to me. But I did not complain, as 
the same thing was given our co-siif- 
lerers among tlie Fedei-al woimded, 
and was doubtless the proper diet 
under the circumstances. Indeed we 
had been treated with so much kind- 
ness and consideration t>y all of the 
Federal soldiers, officers and men, 
with whom I had thus fai- come in 
contact, I had no ground for any com- 
plaint, l>nt much lauseior gratitude. 

Daring theday (Monday, Septem- 
ber 15th) ] had several pleasant wni- 
versations with Federal soldiei-s. I 
particularly rememiwr a discussion I 
had with a wounded Federal colonel, 
who had his arm in a sling, as to the 
causeeandmeritsofthewar. Around 
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iiH hUmmI a f^nnip of liHtoiers, ami no myself were again placed side by 
arj^iinient (M)uhlhave bwMi C4mductetl side. A few feet from me, against 
with more ex)urteH,v than waw this, the opposite wall, were, I was glad 
Th(» oflie^T was uiKim^stionably a to find, two members of my r^i- 
chivalrous gentleman. I regret that ment, Imth pei^sonal friends, Wm. 
I do not n^nember his name. Th<nnas Morgan and Sod l^)ker. 

When night eame on Tarver and Dnringthe afternoon there came 
myself were left on the th)or of the into this room a young physician 
ojMMi baek-poreh, an<l having left from Baltimore, Dr. Buckler. Arni- 
iny blanket on tlie battle-field i was ed with a bottle of bay rum and a 
afmid I would suffer from eold, but supply of towels, he went around the 
Tarvt»r had a large shawl, which he room washing the faces of the men, 
IumI uscmI as a blanket, an4l this he using freely the bay rum. My turn 
kiiully shannl with nu*. I a<*(H)rd- simn (^me, and nothing cx)uld have 
ingly got through the* night with been more delightfully refreshing 
comiMinitive (Hunfort. than was the passage of the soft 

The next tlay (Tuesday, St^ptem- towel satumteil with the fragrant 
lH»r Itith) sevenil of the ('onftMlerate liciuid across my face to which, I am 
woundtMl, TarvtM* and myst^lf among siitisfitMi, not a drop of water had 
the numlH^r, wen* plactnl in ambu- In^en applied for more than forty- 
lanct»s, carritnl to Hurkittsville,S and eight hours. 

taken to an oUl car|HMiter's shop Xight coming on, my Georgia 
which fn>nttHl on one of tlu» stnn^ts friend's shawl iig*ain came into play 
of the villagt*. At least titltn^n or and shelteivd us both. Diagonally 
twenty of us wt^-e plaetnl on thethM>r atnxvss the tiiK>r from me lay a poor 
of the single vmnn of this building, fellow who appeiii-ed to snflTer great - 
nuigtHl along the walls, the ftH»t of ly. He lay mnir the door and kind 
the men on the op^M^site sidt*s of the ladies wht> c;ime theiv and looked in 
nHUu« as we la\ u\hm\ the straw \\\xm us wouhi l>ring him delicacies 
phutnl on the tUHM*as our Unis, nt»;u*- to rat. i notit^tnl that he seemed to 
Iv touching. Mv (uH>i*gia friend and have no appetite for them. During 



?$nurkltt«iviUo. not Buikott«ivilU\»s writ- a iH>ttory. Ttie carpt'nter-dhop which was 

tt^u \i\ inv vitary An«i not**lHK»k.^ is^ th«« nanu« us^hI hs a teiu^Hiniry h(.k«pital is stUl stand- 

o(thi«^U^uti(ul Uttlo villHkCo. uostiinjcat tho in^." "Just in the gap. wheiv the farm 

(wt i4 S^Hith Mountain, whu'h ha^ vhaiictM i\v((is s«^(^rate." adds this oom»spoadent, 

but little sinooihoap^vai-amv vHiitsstivots **GtH.»n:o ALfreii Townsend, who writes 

durints thv>s<» nuMuoiiible da\> m Septem- owr the siitnature of '(»arA/was reporter 

tvr lV«>3.of thou^sands v»f men in arnw. and of the New York Tribune during the war, 

on d^HHis of war lH»nt, uulely brv*ke the and was pre sert at the tight, has hU home. 

(H^iKV and quiet of its i^Hvi j»e\>|.»!«*. "It H»» was v-aptivatevi by the plaee and bought 

has not kept p»v.v wi:h the age Nv» Nvni. s».Hne thtity acres of lUvHintain rook, and at 

but quiet t>eautv. fertility and plettty make large ex^vn^e has built a (v^tial rvstdence 

it pleasant to Iwk u^vn. writes a vvtiv- and orr.aLueu:e\i grvHiuds that a SheDStooe 

s(\Htdeut . w hv» alsv* *a>' s . " f he st v»ne wall ii i tg ht v.-\» vt»t . 
is there, and the vw^vr ?hop nt\fcr by. and 
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the Di^hl he ))«xtauic ileliviouR and 
Hiked incubereiitly. He ai'ouwd 
Mj* fjoipathieti, but iiotfain^ what- 
t*w mtild I dulorhiui, uiyselfholp- 
itM. TowardM daybtfak lie l>eiwiiip 
iiioiet. The pot^r fellow i» now sleep- 
Inf; sweetly, i thought, hi a little 
while it in light. 1 look aei-oas to 
M«hnw he is (rettiug along. He i» 
■wiitKp, but ill ileath'» cold fnibiTU'*", 
ll i» now \\'e<lnesday, Heptemlier 
tbe I7lh. iiml we hejii' artillery to 
tbew(«t of 11.^. The gi-eat battle of 
Aorpsbui^ in in pi'Ogr(«fi, »nd the 
iwr of its guns eat*ily lea^-heR iw 
fromacroNt the im)utit»ins. 

DoriDg the ulTerniMiii Tarver, i-e- 
kning to Moi'gan and Booker, said 
tome: "Your friends aerusR the 
Aiv going to a private houHe in 
tteneighliorhwid.' This wai*ast«n- 
new-» to nie. I called aoioss 
to 9b>rgan to know if it was true, 
«id he said it was. Saidl: "Tom, 
ifray one else conies in and invites 
Jtoa to his hoime, tell hhti you have 
• Mend who wouldliketo go there." 
'Certainly 1 will," said Tom. 1 
did not dream that any sueh thing 
would happen, but, sure enoogh, 
within a few minutes after this in 
an elderly man, very respecta- 
ble in appeamnce, who walked past 
lirver and myself, and several oth- 
m, straight to Tom Morgan, He 
looking for a gentlemen to take 
B hifi house, and Tom with his good 
Dokg and bis new clotliea was alxnit 
Bie only man in the party who, to 
Mtward appeamncea, tillwi the bill— 
sure 1 did not. K«u-hingTom 



the old gentleman extended hiH in- 
vitation, whereupon, with the man- 
ner of a eourtier, Tom thankwl him, 
but declined, stating as a reason that 
he had a like in^'itatiun pre^-iously 
extended. "But," said Tom. ti'ue 
to his proinisf^ to me, "I have a 
friend over there Ipoiuting to me) 
who would Ik? glad to go with you," 
The old gentleman turned bis head 
around towaiilN me — I wiis <lread- 
fully afraid he would iiol look tar 
enough around to see me^ — and I 
WHS quick to catfh his eye. foul- 
ing up to nie, he said he would l>e 
glail to take nie to his house, 1 am 
afraid I jumped at the invitation. 
I c^i-tainly accepted it without hesi- 
tatiou, and heartily thanked him. 
Turning to Tai'\er he then ext«niled 
the same iiivitatiou to him, which 
was also promptly a<^^■epted. 

This was indeecl good fortune, and 
I could hardly realiiie it. In a little 
while the paroling offic*?r wasbi-onght 
iu and both of us werepai-oled. This 
done, our kind friend, Mr, James 
Ctiddings, a prominent aud highly 
respected citizen of Fi-ederick coun- 
ty, a sympathizer with the Southern 
cause, informed us that his spring- 
wagon would soon be at the <loor to 
take us to his house, la a fewmin- 
ntes the spring-wagon appeai-ed, and 
1 was taken up and liorne to the 
door — Tai'ver could walk. Just as 
I reache<i the door I saw two hand- 
some young ladies on horselmck, 
witli an escort also mounted, stand- 
ing just Ijehiud the wagon, whose 
presence thei-e aud kindly gi-eetiug 
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nulkwUHl uiiiuistakably that they hungi\v as I was, they differed from 

would aiH*«mipauy the vehiele. The thousands of other Confederaten who 

youujr latlies were daughters of Mr. had followed Lee into Maryland. In 

iliddinjrs. I hatl thought we wei-e quick time I swept off all of a bouu- 

ginng to gi^MKl quarters — I now knew tilul supply of hot biscuit, coffee, 

it. l>esidt»sTarver=^ and myself there cold ham and raw tomatoes. Mv 

wfre several other wountle^l Conleii- plate ami cup were replenishe<l. The 

erate s«^ldiers whom our host had in- new supply Si>on went the way of its 

viteti, and w;is taking along with us pretle<-essor. A servant csinie with 

to his hiMu^^alHietn-gians. of i'obb's the enquiry whether I woidd have 

Legion. more. I wanted more — much more. 

A ridi' of s*nne three or four miles I felt sishameil of myself for eating 

bnnight us at dark to i»ur p«»int of so much, antl declineil. 
destinati*ni. a large brick house. For nwirly four weeks we remain- 

KH';Ueil in a grove »»f hands*nne trei»s. etl at this place, the recipients of 

the rt*sidem-e oi Mr. (xiddings. I every attention that mir host and his 

was plaiW upiui a s«^fa in the large channing family, all people of high 

hall. In a shi»rt time suppt-r was s^vial standing and refinement, could 

anuoum^etl. and all went in to sup- extend us. The young ladies above 

per in the dining- r^nmi ad^nning the mentiomHi nnitribute<l much to our 

hall. myst^It e\ivpi*nl. My suppt^-r pU^isure. The neighN>rhiKxi was full 

w;is sent tome. I i:rt<ulv t'ni»»yetl it. of ,S.Mithern sympathizers. Many, 

\Vt»fks 01 staivali«m had givt-n me lK»lh Uulit-s and gentlemen, came to 

the ktviu-s: app*-ri!e. 1 ht-anl. ^^i:h Siv us. A primiinent physician of 

envy a; I heir p h -^i tor : u lu- . m> i vui ■ t he iV»unt y . I >r . Gr<;k . \V . Wt-st ,• csime 

nui*^ at ii:r laMt, ilu* i laiur oi the itvularl> t^* trt'at us pn»fessionalIy. 

kr.iA^-s .r.id :".ks. :v/"iis:*.i^l w::h i^-als lu a te>* davs there i-^une to ils fnwn 

o: nierrv laiiiihirr. ::;ii:i-a:::\j; rhai all Iviltiinorx^ ivniributions *if clothing, 

wer\- h;ipp> . It' :hr\ werx- not :»s stut b> Southern sympathizers in 



• O:; > S T Arkt^ r . : r • v. . * Y^ r: t^ * : a . C v 1 - :u - s^\ .'. i e : > aj^ y r. ■ v r:4::-."c i.^ liie si&a w] . my 

": A s' •-.::: y . «. • * . V . : ■.■. . » .' f Sa v. :/, : -v. . V . a *: o :*. o :-. .: ^ - >.t* jb r : c'-.: iz.-: r. :. saM : * * I have 

F 7 r ■■ i:" >■ : ^ -. v : ^ - : ~ > -. y : a rs *. > s : h ■• Ar.i r o w- : > a :v t -.i r.: :u f ; r :: . t ■: r \'. wms a bitter 

r. .- • ;. :■- .: . ' :. -v . ■ . - : v '.^"^ " a v* •>'** • ^ -^ - - ."'■-'■•: ■■ " 

7>\i . r.-vl .': -- * :- ": " •" >•• "::.•' « :*.*■> *.'' ■ > '■ 

1,^. ..-.*."■• - - ■- . • -~ ' *i. ■•", ,.•- * < » -' • V'^ . ».,%.■. ■^,>»^; *!•'!****•>"«• An ■'1«>v^^^mI 

S:--:-" X( . '..:■ '.^\ ■ X'. -. *.' ?i-- .: : :v :* :■ -; a: ■ > -. .-. «■ :o ".r.-. :Artf :*. :v. ; r-: :i:Ai oc- hundred 

*y: cr. "*;■.. \ • . . > '.r.. . > v" ".■ '. > > V \ >; \ v s . m .-..■. v .-. '•^.: v" n". / :v. t* r*: ^'> « r. . w^ r? $oa tiered 

>47.'/,'c.: .':»/C:- .v-..-:v V a \ ,vrT\>. *:•..-,.: a: v•.^A:^■ h.'^is^?- ::: The Deigfabor- 

7«;c-".:T7.->r- T V s . ■••. av .'. *. * a> j: a.; : / :■ -..."i : r.A: i.^vv. v.:-*: ^\ a.. .-' » r..cu :■■ ; ccIt exempted, 

riy .\* .-.vvT^t.-t was .:. v.*:*:-.. '. tv .:.:.: iv, > -vx v/^^r-.vA:. .v.- :»:■•:•; r^re^i under his 

A .*. ■-« .tet' ^ *• '■ ■ A . ■* A^ •- s m ., V .. . . A I . . >kX 7^ A 1^. . . . 

w A* >: .>. -^ r. ! ■■ V r. > >»* .'. .-. . : : ^ :* v *; : : a :*: ■ ■. '. v '. >>> : - ■ . . .*. <■: v : ' f 7: 17 ^dks?^ away at 

:i^ riA::."t* .if 5vr,\T -; V-^vv . :> a >*.•.•.:•: :^:' : -.v a^-.^ -' n> iJ^.K-: at ^xoi^ptionklly 

ri* •:cHr.7-c '<■: : -. < : -v-;a \ •: , / 1.- f v \ : : v a * ..jn i., . a- .*. .•:• .-f^ r . ^ /• :"r\>f ei^^ional ani 

.;p.c ■■>.•;»?-? ?CA^ Ta:vv: :rf.'. % ..{\.:t'VA?.; j'twa:** 



THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN OF 1862. :J5 



that city. We were getting along our talk went on smoothly — pleasant - 
delightfully. Our only fear wa« that ly I thought — until, in making a de- 
there might l)e some hitch in the ex- fence of the Confederate side of the 
change of piisonei-s and we might, as question, 1 had occasion to refer to 
soon as we recovered sufficiently to the cxjnstitut ion of the United States, 
travel, tindoui-selves under guard and Nq sooner had the word ^^constitu- 
ou our wav to Fort Delaware, instead tion" been uttered than this olficer 
of to the Confederacy. suddenly flew into a passion and 

Among our visitora were Federal raising his a oice exclaimed, ^^C-on- 
soldiersand officers, with whom we stituti(m! You talk about the 'row- 
had several plea8ant talks. Two stUut ion.' M'OXSTITUTION ! ' 
officers iMvited us to visit them in aiOXSTlTUTIOX ! ! ' ^G-d d-n 
their camp near by. We would like your soul to h— 1, you (i — d d — d 
to have accepted the invitation, but rebel, you are trying to break up the 
deemed it not prudent . Their supe- constitution , and we propose to form a 
riors in command might not have line of battle nix hundred thoumnd 
thought it the proper thing to be ^rong and march over yoiu- G— d 
done, and might have ended the d— d country, G— il d— n you.'' 
courtesy by having us placed in a After this unexpet^ted explosion of 
guardhouse and revoking our pa- anger and rude words, unsoldierly, 
roles. as it was, I of course had nothing to 

OnTuesday, October 14th, we took say, except simply to suggest that I 
leaveof Mr. Giddings and his family, was a prisoner, and of course must 
We went to the station on the Balti- submit to what had been said with- 
more & Ohio railroad nearest Bur- out further remark. Immediately a 
kittsviUe, to take the cars to Balti- Federal soldier standing near l)eckon- 
more. At this time the Army of the ed to me to step aside with him, 
Potomac, under G^n. McOlellan, was which I did, walking with him a few 
camped in the vicinity of this station, paees beyond the hearing of the un- 
and about the village near the station gentlemanly old captain, when this 
were many Federal soldiers, officers soldier, a manly, honest-hearted look- 
and men, off duty. Our little party ing fellow, indignant at what had kw- 
of Confederates was soon surrounded cured, said: ^^Don't think anything 
by a party of Federals, who entered of that man's talk, it was a mean 
into conversation with us. A Federal thing to treat a prisoner so. It was 
captain, a man apparently of middle very wrong. We old soldiei-s who 
age, b^an a discussion with me as have seen service in the field don't 
to the origin of the war and the me- approve it. He is nothing but a re- 
nts of the Confederate cause. Stand- emit, a new comer, and doesn't kmw 
ing by as listeners was a circle of how a true soldier should treat a 
Federal soldiers. For a few minutes, prisoner." Thanking my kind in- 
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tt*rliH*ut«ii\ I t't>ulil l)ut remark that 1 with whom he sai<l he was at West 

winibl pitMlu-t that the ohl (niptaiii Point as a fellow cadet. Diirin^the 

winiM shirk his duty the tirst ehaiK*e ^-oiirse 4>f our eouversation, which in- 

hr would liavf. as such 4-imduct tei'esteil us very much, I learned 

mijbrhi wfll U^ «»\|>ccteil t'l'om a man fi*om him that he also knew two of 

wh«» Wfiuld thus takt* advant;iji:e of my scIkniI -mates. Major Hichanl 

an uuarmiil au<l wounde*! prisoner. Kidder Mejider and (*apt. John W. 

His nam«\ or n-j:imeni. I tlid not ask. I-.e;i,+ wht> had l^een cadets at West 

or i-an- to kuitw. Point. Havinjr along with us some 

A fi'w niinntt-s later. hi»wever, an- lunch, we inviteil our courteous 

othrr imitlent iM-mrn'^l that I have frieml t<) join us. which he did, al- 

i*t\en n-f-allttl with plwisuiv. illns- though I am Siitistie<l that-the invi- 

tnitiuj: as it did another and altt^- ration was acceptetl only l»ei-ause he 

,i:^»ther dirtei^'Ut phast* of rharacter. thought it wmdd make us feel more 

Our |iarty of i'onfi^lenues wciv at e;ise. Very favorably impressed 

standing ut-ar thr railway trark. with the young ottii^r. and wishing 

when a >i»uug ot^ivr of striking ap- to know him, 1 askeil him his name 

pe;inuuv, handsonu* and ox vvry ami i^munand. '"My nameisCus- 

pleasing address, apprtvu-htni and ter," he sjiid, '•! do ni»t l^elong to 

enu-rtM into i>nivri><uion with us, any regiment, but am on the staff of 

making iuiiuirN of the (u-^^-gians in iicnrral MHlellan." Our friend 

our parr> as to I'ol. P. M. H. Young, was none i»thfr than the gallant, 

* M A j . K : V !'. s r : K : »v'. »* r >[ o a .'. o . • *f F o : •» :>i - *? «* a J. * rx^ n: a w o-,; ;>i r ^vo : v^ni : n t he battle of 

V - re . V A . . A y . * .; : ;^ :".' a :■ ■■* .;: : t\4 : y :\> : v. : >r . W i ; ; • .» ;r. <b . : rjr . a > : ...» h a-i r -een •-> reptnted , 

w h ■ v: : .: "^ .: > .^ '. s*. .'.>.;. o f : v. :;.». ^ f o \ o v :»■.:: li; > i*. .: f t» 1 '.■. • w . o j-.: •*: . : : .e n Capt . C uster, 

^^v.:^a^':'>si « ..'o «io:v •;: ^t. !^.^" >:a:T i»f lit*:*.. jzlaii.'.or.tM H-y hoar: by :::;'.»rminp me that, 

I. ' -» .; .. r ■ V c : ■ . I' ^ ,i . v :vs i »: -. > a:\^ ; v. »i K : . V. - >*^ tar f r\ ^:v. '; t» ; r*. ^ •: ea i . h •» had rvoo vered 

n. r " ^Vr t.Vj^ :.^ -. > w. ;.>«,Ni :r.v*:l'.iM o:-. ar.il i. <a :v.arr:t\i ::-.t^ V0--1.4: -a-ly who had 

t \ •■■ >: r. ■ • . \ .; »: .i >t . > ■ - . i » or. I « v ',vi *. %*. t h o 1: ; : !>mv. h : :r. ii ^, : 1 r>«*. ^> \>»r: :: »: f n.^m wounds, 

*• ».:•*>: •••:".:.■.'. : : . V .: ; i' : x^ 1; ; > : v.t- n; o: y a n li : ^ a : h ?\ v ' ■.: >: •' r . w a> a: h; * we dd inR in 

■I: > :■:: v.j: :-.:-.: \ -...■. : >i::\**x ^^■.:^. >v^: :V.'**:> k* \y..A.\.<\ ..r^:. Hr :hen i.ild me 

- :r.o ..:■.:. v.. \ .-.ra:.-. ^^f >v*.;: *: a 1. .•*:*.: Sv»:i. x^f h:> v .v:r:>. y. : v. -.,"»*<» f:^.n: :n:prisL>niuent 

1 . h . :r. v^.. : v v . :* : : > : a > . ^v*: a :v . ^>: a ^\ o :•/. - ! « \ : 1-. o ; : : : r :\ ^ » . . :■ . f >::.'• .'. d Wt»st Pi>i lit 

: > M •'^ : . V r.v v o a ■. .: >k . ' f . : '. » v*" * »* *. . v*r. o ^x 1 .x* f : : i ' v .: < , a :*. .: r.: a : t . s c — >.•» 1 '.y a n^man t ic 

:%s.*.o fa.r :o x:\i^ I-.j : ■• :''.o '.•.:j;:'.o>: i-:r4'.k> a^a.:. ar a^wv.:.: if whi. h appears in Pal- 

' >. > y-r. ': ss.»'v 1:-. :'.€'»,■»•.'. -.va -.»::*. *^; \\\i* '.'.\\ > M.-.v. :s .f .^-v. W. F. Bartlett." 

V* : r.s . a ." .*:\.^To: :'..:V''iv! :.^ V. >x*»vk Ki*:,:: ■ .v.^ :.' :■■ v'-. :.f' >^ra'"y. i'apT. Lea 

n .:r. •. >: ■.*:.: ■>l.o.'. l^s a:-... .: :o...j;o".-, »• 1 1'. .1 • tv V\ >,. . : s>w\. :r>r.'. -::or.>. iho t-ol- 

V: .-. : :v> ««:* o> «* '. «' :a> .il , -.v: w ;: .;••. ,^m-. ,-: > tv*:..-..!--:.: .•■:* N. ^ . Ir.fantrT). 

: :.:.*:» -trj^v a .: .^ • :.^'. :v.'.: .v\.-».. :\\ '.c ^i". H,* «a> a V'a\- .^r.: -.*?-r..r.4: vVdier. and 

v.-r -.r. :ho r.r '.^ .■ :> -■.»' »'\.: ;:... wrrv w.s'* « .v-.-.-.'i*.! v. ::,- • x- r.::.*: ■■f May :!nd at 

:* :r.o J-a:: ;> : :'•<'. . k.-.'-.*.i .■. > :..' .-. - \ : a-.*. .. :>\.. - >• : .v. o.Tr.nrand of hia 

TTiC .:sr.tvi ^ 'X*: *. > ' > '."..^xiix <". ,•'.K^ •.>'<.'.;•.'. v-:* v ::^«" Iv,-rs»-ri saying of 

arii ac::^■.:^ . .*ik ■.»: >■' •• ■•■■«■ "^k- ■:.;. '.\' ti..-. ■•. ' '* '.-..v:: 1 t .::-0--'. Lea. up to 

oor.ro.>5%^:'.. : > 't «.■■> 1 > -. v-.-^--.'* i .•♦ls»i ;••.;' . .'! ' ». « . . .■ ^..rt^ h:n:5#elf and 

*!:•: crt^s: «\;^ «>..-.v i.. : - w i' :•. x*.^.'k :» a-. ,\»v;-. .-» .■.^• *. '* •• ■»: ■ : : t« -ii tioiermined 

wr.::V. rr.-^vr.i *a:.s. :.' . " > -.' «• ^ .v : s .v* >-. .^x. :^ XT. . :..: »a. v." '.. L^a entered 

ir. ■:. =■*'' '••' ^'-'^ ^'- ■'—•■- a f-:* y^are aco the 

:Csp: ^.-'^ ^^ ". '"» i'-"- •'*'•" '^' * -^"^ ,ji\, '■,»%. .s. .■: ;s- .-x-.v. :-».:,■: ./ a i-huzvh in 
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diivalrous soldier who, soon after 
vemet him, begau iU4 Ctcq. George 
A. Cijgt«T, of the I'nited 8tat«s Cav- 
f. to make IVir himself a name 
I to will imperishable renown, 
FWm that October day till he feU in 
the Woody fight with the ludians on 
Ihe Little Big Horn river, watehing 
his career, I never read or lieard of 
u but with feelingN of kindly in- 
est and of admiration. The young 
cer who, although on the staff of 
Ae Pommantlant of the Army of the 
Potouiac, did not feel that it was at 
II beneath his dignitj' to seek out, 
and enter into fiiendly conversation 
iriti, a lot of Confederate prisoners, 
■baring with them their cheese and 
Bwkers, and in all respeetfi tfeating 
them conrteoiiBly and politely, was 
*f oonrBe ma<le of Ruperior material, 
ind it BO struck me at the time. 

What a great diil'erenee between 
the two men I had within an hoiii' 
! ThtTk' were as wide apart as 
pumible, eaeh Ijeing a type of hu- 
n character represented in all ai-- 
H. The one was a coarse and 
leowardly fellow, who woidd illus- 
trate his valor by an indignity to a 
tfefenoeleHS prisoner of war; thi* other 
% modest and thorough gentleman, 
tfae embodiment of manly bravery, 
who maiie it a point t-o so treat a 
nisiner as to make him forget his 
joondition, and who became a soldier 
of whom any country in any age 
Ipught well be proud. 

In dac season the train oame along 
ind took Its to Baltimore, Here Mr. 
'^ia». H. Weedon,41 the son-in-law of 



our friend Mr. Giddinga, took us to 
his house, oiu- party consisting of 
Sergeant t'ohimbus M. Paine, Rig- 
gon Beagan, Robert Locklear, all of 
Colib's Legion (the two fiist men- 
tioned had been with us at Mr. Gid- 
dings'), Taner and myself. Our 
stay in this city was limited. Mr. 
Woedon took us down to Gen, Wool 
to report our presence in the city as 
paroled soldiers. The old general 
was coui-teous in this interriew, but 
remarking that "Confederate sol- 
diers wei-e too fond of staying in 
Baltimoi'e," said we "must leave by 
the next l)oat," Under this order 
we had to leave on Friday evening, 
Octol>er 17th, The three daye we 
were in the city were indeed bright 
ones. On all sides we were cheered 
by friendly greetings. On the streets, 
on the hoi-se cat's, in the stores — 
wherever we went — being recognized 
■ds Confederate soldiers (I was rig- 
ged out from head to foot in citizen's 
dress, the handsome and fashiona- 
bly cut clothes of some Baltimore 
gentleman, probably a dude of that 
day, but I wore a calico shirt, was 
ou crutches and had a bronzed com- 
plexion, and these indicated my 
identity), we were treated as friends 
and acquaintances. Ladies meeting 
uH in the streets would honor us 
with bows and smiles. On the cars 
they wonid engage in convei'sation 
with us. In the stores a cravat or 
other tritle would be purchased and 
handed us as mementoes. Gentle- 
men would ask us to inform them 

11, Jbk, U, Wcedon, Ewj,, of W«»hinglnn, D. r 
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what we would have. We had been to our surprise we found that there 
amply supplied with elothes, and were about two hundred prisoners 
det»liued repeateil offers to give us l)esides ourselves, mostly wounded 
more. men, and as forlorn a set of poor 

When we li4>anled the bav steam- fellows as one ever saw. As we 
er, the Louisiana, im the evening of passed through the dimly lighted 
Friday, (Vto!)er 17th, to go to For- quarters in which they were, they 
tn^s Monroe, a piirt> of gentlemen presented a sad spectacle. They 
met ibi on the ImkU to say good-bye. ^ere men who had been in the hos- 
Before taking le;ive of us, however, pitaLs, and those of them that were 
one of them put a small package in wounded had received their wounds at 
the hands of one of our piirty, and Shai-psburg, Boonsborough, Cramp- 
toM him to open it atter the stwimer ton's Crtip, and elsewhere along the 
startiHl. This injunction was obey- Hue of march in Maryland. Leav- 
iMl, and to our joy the jxukage when iug these poor fellows behind us we 
optMietl was found to ci>ntaiu tive P^^^^sed in to a brightly lighted apart- 
five dollar giwnlwcks, mie for e;ich uient, in which were set the supper 
o{ us. This windfall— for such it tables, and which to our hungrj- 
stHMmnl to a lot of imixvunious (\m- eyes seemed to lie loaded with the 
ftMleratt^s— made us ftvl very inde »^^^t tempting \iands, embracing all 
IH^mlent. \Vc weiv in the upper sii- ^>** the deliracies of the season. 
Kmmi of the stunner, along with the ^'i'**'^!* ^J^h and oysters were con- 
pjisstMigi^rs. but the pn^MUHM>f stMi spicuous. Ham and ^gs and beef- 
Tiuels, v>*^t^*<l aNuit the Ihxu. with !^'«^*^ 5>tiHMl everywhere in sight. 
jruusand knouets, ivmindtHlusthat Hrt^^ul of different kinds abounded. 
wewertMiow in actual custiH!> . The A man who for six weeks had been 
stesuuer stopiHHi at Fort Mcllenry, i*est raining his appetite at the tables 
and then* ^-amc aK^jinl a >ouug of g^^ntlemen, l^ec-ause he was asham- 
liiiitt'uaut, nUio t«H»k ouuuuuul oX ***^ to «u as nuuh ;is he wanted, 
The detail of soldiei-s on Invinl. ^>Hild but fwl that now was preeent- 
Whru supivr was mul\ . I wont to ^^i the U^st of opp^>rt unities to make 
this otttivr and told him we had u^ for Uy^t time, and this I did. That 
nioncN to ivi\ for our nioals and sup^vr was gn»atly enjoyed. When 
would Ih» j:lad to i^* down and jivt ^M* let^ the table the holder of the 
our snpivr with the ivism^icvi-s. if K^^^'ukicks IkuuUhI one to the officer 
hrhad no obuxtion. He N;ud he <»fthc Moamer who was wllecting 
s;iw noobiivtion to thiN Ivmu done, the f:u>^ to ^vn ours, but he refus- 
Swlown we wont. ivivMuc the Ncnti «'** 'o i>Nvi\e it, nMuarkiug at the 
nels at the tVn^t of the Mcivn, and j:x» ^^'ue tunc, -l wish to inxl I could 
ing down another M^t of >te|v^ to the *^'* »"»*»>' >or >on all/' 
hold of the vt»ss«»l, lietm\^ tvlow , Thr next mot nius: w htMi wegot onr 
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breakfast there was another tender ing Confederates, watching the ship- 

of money, and another refusal to re- ping at anchor in Hampton Eoads, a 

ceive it. We felt that we were in- boat-load of well dressed, slick-look - 

deed lucky. ing, sailors from a British man-of- 

Arrived at Fortress Monroe, our war lying near, rowed past us, jeer- 
boat -load of prisoners was transfer- ing at our men as their boat moved 
red to the large transport steamer away. Our poor fellows could re- 
Xew York, and here came the end of sent the cowardly insult only with 
our pleasant experiences and the be- words — expressions of contempt for 
ginning of others of a different cha- this uncalled for act of petty mean- 
racter, as may be inferred when I ness. 

state that soon after getting aboard About noon our steamer got under 
about two hundred men, many of way, bound for Aiken's landing on 
them showing the effects of great the James, a few miles below Eich- 
suffering, were to be seen scattered mond, and passed in Hampton Eoads 
about upon the first deck of the near Newport News the gunboats 
steamer, T^ith nothing but the bare Galena and Ironsides, both ironclads, 
floor to stand, sit or Ue upon. If my the former showing on her sides at 
memory is not at fault, there were least one indentation from the shot 
no chairs or benches of any kind, of the Confederate battery in the 
A loaf of bread and a hunk of fat action of May 15th, 1862, at Drury's 
pickled pork was given to each man Bluff. We passed also the lamous 
as his ration, and many a poor fellow Minnesota, and the wreck of the 
was to be seen seated or lying on the Cumberland which was sunk by the 
floor with these in hand. TheGeor- Merrimac in the great naval en- 
gians and myself, with our supply gagement of March 8, 1862, the tops 
of greenbacks still untouched, con- of the masts of the sunken man-of- 
cluded that we could put them to no war being visible above the water- 
better use than to bargain with the Une. 

steward or some one else in authority About sunset our steamer anchor- 
on the steamer for permission to go ed for the night off Harrison's land- 
upon the upper deck and at least take ing. At eleven next morning, Sun- 
om- meals with the officers and flag-of- day, October 19th, we were at Aik- 
tnice passengers. But wonderfully en's landing. At the landing we 
poor accommodations did we get by found another large steamer having 
this arrangement. Yet I believe we on board another large lot of prison- 
got the best fare that could be pro- ers, who, like those on our steamer, 
Tided by those in charge of the boat, were mostly wounded men, and had 

WTiilst our steamer lay at her arrived the day before, but were not 

wharf, her decks crowded with groups permitted to land . About five o 'clock 

of badly dressed and wretched -look- in the afternoon we descried on the 
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Iiill near the landiiig a niimber of ve- 
hicles, and soon we began to diseui- 
bark. A long line of ambulances, 
spring -wagons, drays, carts and oth- 
er conveyances had come down &om 
Hit^'hiuond to take to the city those 
«(' lis who could not walk. Tarter 
and myself were soou among the oc- 
<nipants of one of the spring-wagons 
and in motion towards Bichmond. 

As we moved off there was a long 
line of Federal prisouei-e standing 
near the road, awaiting the proper 
order to take them aboard one of the 
transports at the wharf. The poor 
fellows wei-e in rags and showed in 
complexion :ind general appearance 
the signs of long conhuemeut, some 
of them having l>een captiiretl in 
1.S01 lit the Imttle of Belmont, as they 
told us. but their countenances were 
bright at the prospect of soon being 
among their own people. Itetween 
thew men »nd ourselves there was a 
Htmiig feeling of sympathy, and many 
kindly wonU were eYchangwi. "Is 
there any t-offW on the iMwt you came 
out" several aeked, and great was 
theirdelight at our reply, ■■Yen. iHiys, 
a plenty of it," 

To complete the history of this 
Sabbath day. whieb ruuudetl npe^'en 
nine weeks since the Sabliath in Aug- 
ust on which we bi-uke camp at FVtll- 
ing ("reek. I take the following from 
luy note t>otik : 

■■Xight catches our wikgou train 
just getting well under way. Onr 
ejcpectations are bright. In a few 
bour^ we could be safely lauded at 
some crtmfortabie ho^ital in Rich- 
moud aitd wonld on the m'st day be 



furnished our furloughs and be sp* 
ing our way to rejoin onr friei 
Such were our confident expectartiu 
We' doze as our little spring-^ 
moves along. We strike the % 
skirts of the city. Soon we will 9 
at a hospital. But the train ■ 
tinues to move. Surely we have" 
moved sufficiently far to have reach- 
ed the main portion of tlie city. We 
enquire of the driver. He tells ob ( 
we have passed through the city. , 
Where on earth are they carrying as < 
to T The train halts about midnight 
and we disembark, and are ordered 
to lind our beds in the tents of a ' 
cheerless encampment about two 
miles from the city. What can this 
mean ! No one can tell us at first. 
We were to be qtiarantiiieil — 'Bmall 
pox" was feared. We would be re- 
leased, it was said, in six or seven 
days. Many now were the impreca- 
tions heaped upon the head of the 
responsible party. We strive, how- 
ever, to make the t>est of the situa- 
tion." 

The campaign into Mary land was 
a striking but unlucky episode of the 
late war, and will so go down in his- 
tory, but to the individual Confed- 
erate soldier who had the guod for- 
tune to surrive its dangers and hard- 
ships, and. if a prisoner, to fall into 
ttie hands of such kind (Vientls as it 
was the lot of many of iis to meet 
with, it is a pleasing memory, ever 
to l>e cherisbeil as such. 



AltltEXltA. 
As an w&ff-WHni totbe foregoii^ ad- 
dress, there shoidd be added an ac- 
count of the liattle of (."rampton's 
(lap. writlen lor the Norfolk (Va.) 
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Mgrr alKiiil 187«, by Mr. T. B. 
an pxtnit't from whose account 
of tbe battle 111' Second MaoaHsas hat) 
•Irnul.v been gi^en in a note. Des- 
cribiiig the act iouof frampton'H (Jap, 
Kt, Rufliu Kuys: 

Upon the tatterecl battle-liaga of 
three of the regiments of Mahonu'w 
old brigade, the Sixth, Twelfth and 
Sixteenth, thne was inscribed a name 
to which tlH'ir ragged followera were 
*itnt to p<)int with pride, a^ repre- 
Kotiog one of its most gloiions 
tthievenieuts. A Ithongh overwhelm - 
nl by numbers at C^'amptou's Gap, 
the 14tb day of September. 1862, 
aiKt «ympell«l to retreat, the partic- 
{pute in that action were chai-acter- 
iud as 'a band of heroes,^ who bad 
itivouiplishe<l all and more than was 
expwltHl of them. Their defence of 
lie pai*8 cimtriliuted in great degree 
tn the cJiptnie of Harper's Ferry, a 
priw which richlv ri'paid nil it had 
On that day*""'- :\Itiiiti.rd.42 
vlthaltout two h undid I (■:iv;ilr\, who 
tun picketing the <.!ap and the vil- 
of Birkeltsviile,! Iwyond, gave 
notice of the approach of the enemy. 
I'nder the inipressiou that the ad- 
ratifing fon-e was merely a IxKly of 
wvalry. Mahone's old brigade, com- 
manded by V')\. Allen Pai'ham, of 
Forty Hi-wt, then bivouacked 
Brauus\ille,J in Pleasant Val- 
', was dispat/^hed to the Gap to 
Id them in check. With his ac- 
emtmiietl daring, as soon as he arriv- 
m the spot, t'ol, Parh am deployed 
men. nniubering 520 all told, Iw- 



hiud an old worm tentw at the foot 
of the mountain, with u narrow field 
in front of them. The attenuat«d 
line was supported by two sections 
of Grimes' Imttery, of Portsmouth, 
posted on the mountain in the i-ear, 
which dui'ing the battle did most ef- 
fective execution. The line had 
scsirct'ly been foinied when the ene- 
my advanced, and instead of a small 
force of cavalry, it was found that 
an entire corps (Slocnm's)|| of the 
Federal aimy was present, Fi-ank- 
lin'8§ dirision was pushed forward 
and mmle sevei-al friutlese attempts 
to cross the narrow plateau, which 
was swept by a destrnctive fu-e. For 
two horn's and forty minutes did the 
little band sustain the shock, but 
their ammunition becoming exhaust- 
ed their lire slackened, and a final ad- 
vance, made by the whole corps of 
the enemy, was successful in driving 
the Confederates from their indefen- 
sible position,, and gaining possession 
of the entrance to the Gap, Cobb's 
Legion, of Georgia, which had been 
sent forward as a reinforcement, made 
its appearance at this time, fired one 
volley and scattered totbe four winds, 
losing its battle-flag and a iai'ge num- 
ber of prisoners. 

"The heroic defenders of the Gap 
had not escaped scratchless. A 
large number had been killed, among 
them the noble Lieut. -fiol, Taylor, 
of the Twelfth, who, too imwell to 
assume command, had accompanied 
his boys into the light and received 
his death wound. Among the wound- 
ed was Capt. J. R. Lewellen,* in corn- 



el. Thus 



iond, V 



he placed hiniBeiC a tew paceit to the tront 

' tiiirtUiiville, iBSwn«vi[|e."im'ifcllu»- aod right of the regiment. a«d inthiapoel- 

ialocuin'a. Hon went torwai'd with it. Thia Ijattle- 

Tbe gftllant bearing of Capt. Lewelltsn saene, tliu I2tli moving down the slope in 

■t the time wh«D our regiment termed ItH line of liattle, with steady and vigorous "' 

tbw al t»att]« on the slope of tlie mountain step, Ita eommaodlug officer looking every 

' b<K>n to descend to the loacl and tence Inuh a soldier aa he led It forward to the 

■it Ua foot was conapiuuous. Dniwing liie serious work about to begin, is one of the 

Mocd. u>d I thinlt wavins it over his head, lasting memories ot Crampton'e Gap. Dur- 



maiidof theTwelftb,anilLieut.(.'has. who has won Home ilJBtinction and 

H. Daehields, of the same ceglment, witnessed the aflUir, has eulogized; 

Aiiiotig the prisoners takeu that day them as a baud of hei-oes. VerUj, 

was the loved old M:^. Holladay, in the participauts in that aetion wil^ 

command of the Sixteenth, who, with be honoi-ed among the trne and thA 

his eomradea, was marched off to brave. 

taste the miseiies of Fort Belawaie. "By command of Col. Parham. 
"But the delay had been siiftidcnt "R. Tayiar, A. A. G." 

to bar the road to Harper's Fen y There shmdd be added the follow- 

«-itb a living wall, whiehSloeum did j ^^^j,^ a<-<!onnt of the appear^ 
not venture to attack." f .u r. j i i - ^T 

^ ., „ , ^,, . ^ am^f fi the Federal eohimn in the 

To the foregoing account of the liat- , , , , , ^ „ , ... -,. 

, . „ ■ ,. - ueienborhooU of Bnrkittsville eiven 

tie oi Crampton's fiap given by Mr. , ,, , , m r. , ^^ 

n ^ ^.. L , J 1 J > ^ 4.1 '».V fomrade Jno. T, Parham, of Pe^ 

Riiflin, there Bhonld be added the ^* . ^. , - , 

. „ . », . , , . , tersburg, Va.^who, from an elev»- 

lollowuig ofncial order issued by , , r' -. ^ ,, 

„ , „ L J.- J EL ii ted position, witnessed these troops 

Cfll. Parham a tew days after the ^/^ ' . , ^ ^ ^f^ 

aB they were being ad^Tinced for the 

,_■, . ,, , , „ . , assault upon the Confederates de- 

^' Heaaquarlen Mahone's Brumiie, ^ ,. ,, . , ^, 

Ande,->,OH'g Dhmion, f«°''i"e^ trampton's Ciap: 

Sept-ember 2b1h, ISOJ. Petersbuko, Va., Jnne6, 1892. 
"The general commauding, being Geo. 8. Bernard, Esq. 
permitted to retire for a short time Dear Sir : At your request I 
for the puipose of recrniting his will give you my recollections of the 
health, desires, beforti learing, to ex- battle of Cramptou's Gap. At that 
press his high appreciation of the time 1 was a member of Go. G, 32iid 
courage and good iwndnct of the ofli- Va. Infantry, Semmes' brigade, Mc- 
cers and men in the engagements of Laws' division, and was one of the 
Orampton's Gap and Sharpsbnrg. regimental color-guard, Oui- brig- 
More especially would he refer to ade held the pass over South Monn- 
the former as a gallant yet uufortu- tain, south of Crampton's Gap and 
uat« affair. He was ordered to hold immediately west of Burkittsville. 
the Gap at aU ctwts, and never was A battery of artillery, with four 
a despeiiite task entrusted \u truer gims, was jnst to the left of my i*^- 
bands and hearts than the troops of iment, and early in the afternoon 
this command. Their conduct on opened lire on the Federals as they 
that occasion has frequently been the came through and to the south of the 
subject of encomium, and an officer town (Burkittsville). This battery 

[qg tbt) lifetime of this geDl&l gentleumD It ISfl2. when Capt. Lewell^Q, wliu had been 

wae my pleasure morB than oucfi to tell him ellghtly wounded In that battle, reported 

of tJte Impreaeloii hla ooDducC left upon me. Cor duty in time topartlclpate in the action 

Id thlH cAinnectloii I should mention that of Crampton's Gap. The brave Lieut. -Col. 

since the [orngoing has been in type a let- Taylor, although a elcb man, went aiong 

ter inoeivei] by me from Ma}. Itlchaid W. with the reglnieDt, not having reported tat 

Jones, now a professor in the UniverBity of duty, anil, as etated by Mr. BufBD,reDeived 

Mississippi, and who gallantly led the his wound when with his men at the post of 

Twelfth at the Crutur and In si^veral other dan^fer. Lieut. Manaon's command of tbe 

BDgagementa, recalls the fact that, on the ri'glment as raentloni?d In my note boob was 

morning after the battle ol Second Manas- but temporary— perhaps not an hour In du- 

sas.hutooh command of it, and was In cum- ration. 
niand until about the Hth of September, 



^^ 



J 
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i a fine position and 1 had a clear 
•w of the enemy's advancing c»l- 
in. and an I liK>ke<i iIowd upon 
Ibem it appeared to me that the men 
' out of the {jrouud — thero vtm 
■uch a multitude of them. I never 
r BO many blue-coats in my life — 
1 never have Bince. They looked to 
« more like foity thonsand than ten 
or fifteen thousand in number. They 
»we mai-chin^ in liuea of battle four 
OT five deep, officers riding and 
dieeringthemeuon. It was a grand 
n^t and I will never forget it. The 
battery near nie playe<i terrible hav- 
oc among them. The shells would 
Imrst and tear large gaps in the Fed- 
iCral lines, but they would close up 
and forward on. As they reached 
the foot of the pass that oui' brigade 
leld they seemed to oblique to the 
right and to pnsh on to Crampton's 
Gap where your brigade wa« loeatt-d, 
tmking as if their whole attention 
A directed to that point. Just be- 
V night a courier dashed up to 
D, Semmea and brought him orders 
to move down the mountain towards 
Dampton's Gap. We started down 



at a double-quick, and when we bad 
gone some distance came to a sudden 
halt and 8<»on found out that we were 
in a trap, as yonr command had fal- 
len buck. So we about-faced and 
went back at>out as fast as we came. 
We theu went down the moimtain on 
the west side to Bix)wn8ville, and 
Just to the north of that town formed 
a line of battle across Pleasant Val- 
ley, and in this position lay on our 
arms all night — the worst night I 
ever spent . The next morning about 
light we fell back about two or three 
himdretl yards to a better position, 
formed a line of battle and waited 
for the enemy, who did not come. I 
then saw several of the Petersburg 
boys. That evening we crossed the 
Potomac at Harper's Ferry and got a 
plenty of maple Bi^;ar and crackers. 
We were all nearly starved. The 
next day we crossed the river atShep- 
herdstown and on tJie 17th fought 
the battle of Sharpsbui^, the hard- 
eat fought of the war to me. 
Your comrade, 

JnO. T. PAEHiM. 



A letter received from Prof. W. A. Shep- 

nd, of Bandolpti Macon CoUuge, Ta.. since 

" ' Bddr«88 has been in type, Informs me 

In addition to Prlvatee Spotewaod, 

0«7nn and Nosh. Privates Julian R. Pee- 

tttm and himaeU, of Co. E. were present at 

battle ot Sharpsburg. giving the Blfle- 

1 Ave, Instead ofonlj three, of the tnen- 

4-tIiree men of the 12th regiment present 

m tliat engagement. 

laLhlsletterProf. Sbepardsajs : "In the 

taule of Crampton's Gap, on our retreat up 

"' mountain, Ben; Stainbacb and myself 

[ht shelter behind the same tree. The 

trailmity of the enemy caused tis to leave 

this ahclter, and, hie avoirdupois not allow- 

ilm to exercise the agility that the occa- 

demanded, he was captured and I ea- 

— r jd. At our next meeting he was a dis- 

mrgdd prisoner from Foi-t Delaware and 

'bolh of us bad been ll(t«d out ot the trL'nch- 

tand given the rank ot major." 

Lt. J. H. Patterson says that Berry Stain- 

lOk voluntarily left a bomb-proof detail 

given him a few days previously to take 



part In this fight. He further Bays that the 
boys declared that Buck Johnson and him- 
self had only one blanket between them and 
that Buck got captured when he found that 
Berry had been, In orderto continue to share 
the blanket, which was in Berry's posses- 
sion — a story which a man of Buck's ap- 
proved courage could woU afford to have 
told about him. 

Keferriug to these gallant fellows, I re- 
call a humorous liOoouDt my friend Sydney 
Jones, on my return from capture, gave me 
ot the retreat up the mountain. As the men 
were making the best time practicable, with 
the enemy close on their heels. Sydney, al- 
ways full of fun, seeing a few yards distant 
Buck Johnson or Berry Stainbauk 1,1 forget 
ot which he told the story), like himself and 
all ot the others whose means of locomo- 
tion bad not then been Injured by Federal 
bullets, moving at the most rapid pace, hal- 
looed to his fleeing friend, "Hello. Buck (or 
Berryi! What's your hurry? Trying to 

To the list of the members of Co. E who 
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were wounded at Crampton'a Gup the name 
ot Orderly Sergeant W. W. Tayleure, one 
of the most gallant aoldiera Id thtf 12th Vir- 
ginia regiment, should he added. 

Comrade Hugh R. Smitb, of Petersburg, 
Vu., states that, atthu battle of Crauiptou's 
Gap, when we were lying In line at the foot 
of the mountain, he as oeting orderly ser- 
geant of hlB company (Co. C ol the 12tb 
Virginia regiment) was immediately be- 
tween Robert E. Eldrldge. of hie conipany, 
next on hie left, and Mills, of the Richmond 
Gmys. next on bis right, both ot whom were 
killed nhllHt thu three lay together in this 



A lett«r received June lUth, 16!)2.sinne 
the note on page 2T was printed, from Mr. 
John M. Shepherd, of Suffolk. Vs., whowu 
present at the battle of Crampton'a Gap >fi 
a member of the Itith Virginia regiment. 
informs me that this regiment was on the 
right of the 12th at the foot of the mouo- 
tain and was posted behind a stone wall. 
Not knowing the position ot tble regiment, 
I hud supposed It was somewhere on the 
slope of the mountain to the north and Up 
of the 12th and 6th regiments, the letter 
being the left i-oglment. 



CHANCELLORSVILLE. 



A SKP71X.:H of the BATTLE AND OF THE PART TAKEN BY MA- 

HONE»8 BRIGADE, WITH INCIDENTS AND PERSONAL 

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE CAMPAIGN. 



AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY EX-GOV. WM. E. CAMERON BEFORE 
A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS, OF PETERS- 
BURG, VA., ON THE EVENING OF APRIL 3rd, 1890. 



GOMRADES: for adding that the«e were the only 

At Second Manassiis, on engagements in which Lee's army 

the evening of the 30th of took part from which I had the for- 

Angnst, 1862, 1 was struck by a frag- tune — ^good or bad — to be absent, 

ment of shell from an enfilading Fed- Returning to duty on the 12th day of 

eral gun just as our charging columns December, I found the army in posi- 

reached the top of a hill and passed tion at Fredericksburg, Mahone's 

through a battery of bi'ass pieces brigade in line near the Stansbury 

alKindoned by the enemy. According- house, supporting the l)atteries on 

ly, during the ensuing months of the extreme Confederate left. Three 

Septemlx?r, October and November, months had done fearful work, and 

*'hile the command was dearly win- the camp-fires of the Twelfth ca«t a 

ning glory at Crampton's Gap and at mournful light ui)on the places, ever- 

Sharpsburg, I was enjoying the hon- more to be vacant, of many a gallant 

ors and ples^ures of what the boys soul. And far into the night I lis- 

iLsed to c>all (with more of expression tened to the stories of the Maryland 

than of grammar) ^'a wounded fur- Campaign, and heard how Mayl and 

lough.'' And I may be pardoUinl i. Maj. Jno. v. May. kUled at Jml Manassas. 
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movements were naiTied out aw laid 
down. On the niyht oJ" the 3(>th 
Hooker Wiis at Chancellortnille in 
easy i-eat'b of a eoniitiy favoi-able for 
iimnoiivering, aiid in « position to 
strike at the ronminnimtions of hi» 
opponent, Hnt he hewtaltnl, and 

was lost . Lee neithei' letredtitl 

southward noi' tried to hold his lines 
defensively ; but when apprised of 
the pi-eseiiee of Hooker on his lefl 
seizetl upon Jaekson's niuHses, hurl- 
ed them in reverse to the enemy's 
right, wheeled his own left wiug by 
the rear into a line at right angles 
to the river, left Early with iiiue 
thousand men- at Fiwlerieksbui-g ; 
and fiiitt fi-oasiug the Fedeials in the 
dense forest around fhanceiloi-s^ille, 
became the assailant and the victor. 
Then he turned upon Se<lgwick at 
^leni church, enabling Early to 
regain the heights at Frederieks- 
bm^, and tbreed him back over 
Banks' Ford, and ret lu'ning was ready 
t« give Hooker's main Ijody therauji 
~iU unwp when an advance disclosed 
that otR(*r's withdrawal, and the 

I u\ GeiiHra] Hookui' imver madn aoy nSl- 
cial report ol thib onuipaign. Oenoral Hal- 
leck saye [n hie general re»amf uf military 
affairs for IK63, "I reculved no oOlelal in- 
forraailoQ uitber of hia plane or their extt- 
uuHon," He, however, atterwardH iceti. 
Hud with ||;rpat mlnut<<neBB before the Com- 
mittee oil the Conduct of the War. and one 
or the pleas ofTered in explanation ot hie 
dofeat wHj) that L'te's army contained "the 
llnest bodv of infantry ot (iiodt'm timpa." 
Geuetal Wanva, whom we afterwards en- 
countered eo often aa oommaDder ot thi^ 5th 
army corpe undet Meade and Grant, and 
who was so harshly treated by Sheridan at 
Five Forks, was then chief engineer ol the 
Army ot the Potomac, and gives the most 
completif and proteasional history of Chan- 
ceilorsviUe to he IoudiI in the Federal ar- 
chives. He sayg : "The (lank 



Rappahannock again divided \ 
eenti^tants. [«] 

This is the outiiue of the pio( 
as hiwlory will present it, 
ghastly aildifion of losses; but t 
is alis(Mit all the coloring and d6J 
the lii-st alarm, the huriieil u 
the swirt attack, the deadly | 
pie, the myriad ^oii-es of baflj 
the cheer of triumph, the i 
defiance, the moan of Kuitering^ 
the changing panorama, the toii| 
of Hame leaping from the cauiv 
the smoke hanging in 
alwve the tender tViliage, 
gi-ay lines of grim-fw<ed Koldi 
charging tbitiugh the twilight,! 
gleam of iMi.yonetfl anci waging i 
oit* alK>ve the low parapettt, 
there, at laat, the dark ma* 
men in blue, the buret of tire-,^ 
storm of shot, the wild confui" 
the moment of suspense, the v 
ing foe, and then the madnei 
pursnit. "It is weU," said i 
Britain's great cavalrymen, 
wipe<l his sword upon his h(H 
mane, after a famous charge — '• 

in our- very presence which General i 
had decided upon, and the execution^ 
which he intrusted to General Jackson, wi 
one ot great ri&k under almost any circum- 
stances. On the present occasion It offer- 
ed more advantasea than it generally does. 
" • • Its conception was well adapted 
to the situation, and Its execution by Jack' 
fton was excellent, though the lateness of 
the day when his blow was struck deprived 
hire of the full advantage of the mani-uver." 
The opinion is well grounded, and is shar- 
ed by many Federal offlcera with whom I 
have conversed ulnce the war, that, but for 
the woundlug of General Jackson at a crit- 
ical moment, tiie results would have been 
muoh more decisive, perhaps to the extent 
<>r cutting Hooker off from United States 
For<1 and destroying that wing of his army. 



»ell that war is bo terribli' ; we 
should grow loo fond of it." 

was late iu tlie afternoon ol' 
Wedntwiay, April 29th. that two 
rmlry ridettes (jalloped up to Gen- 
ii Mahoue's headiiiiartcra aud re- 
the enemy to be advancing 
in fort* on the road from Ely's Ford. 
At llie same time demousti-alions 
•ere made at United ^^tat«a Ford, 

liicJi showed plainly his intention 
Ui thfjw a force over at that pvint, 
little later information canie 
of another column marching east by 
lh« plank iiKid from Germanna Ford, 
few raomentfi eouriei-s were 
daohing iKiek and forth, and within 
lie hour the ■winter-qimrters were 
lUuidoned, wagons and impetlhnenta 
irf all sorts on the way to the rear, 
ami the two brigades were in posi- 
tion to meet the advancing foe — Ma- 
hone to the north of Chani^llor's 
buuse and Posey's facing westward, 
"rilh two guns of Grandy's (Norfolk 
Wnes) battci-y covering each road. 
Pickets were thrown out, bnt the 
meiuy halted before collision was 
had. and the men went into bivouac 
in line «if l>attle. 

At 9 o'clock General Anderson ai-- 
fivfd at t'haucellorsville, where Ma- 
bone had oceupied a room, and, after 
tuitanlting with that general and 
Posey, detennined to fall back in 
the morning to Tabemaele t'hnrch 



on the Fredericksburg 'pike, where 
we were ta be joined by the I'est of 
the division, and there oppose the 
enemy nntil General Lee could bring 
up the rest of the army. At mid- 
night General Anderson, after read- 
ing a chapter from tile big family 
Bible on a centre-table in the cham- 
ber, pulled off his boots (I remem- 
ber he ha<l on woolen socks,) and 
slept soundly imtil 4 o'clock, when, 
after issuing final orders for the 
withdrawal, he returned to the se- 
lected line. l>uring the uight a 
sharp rain tell. The staff was in 
the saddle betimes, and just at the 
crack of dawn, Thursday, April 
30th, there was a popping of caps 
and occasional discharge of pieces 
in the direction of the picket line, 
followed by utter silence. fJeneral 
Mahone was puzzled to understand 
this, and I rode into the woods some 
distance beyond the ridge on which 
the pickets had been posted the 
evening before, without finding a 
sign of them. Neither did the ene'- 
my at that time betray their pres- 
ence. Upon my galloping back and 
reporting to General Mahone, he 
made some impatient exclamation, 
and Col. Allen Parham £6], who 
was near by and moimted, dasheil 
off at speed, and hai-dly reached the 
groimd I had jnst left when he was 
greeted by a volley fi-om the Federal 
cavalry at only a few paces distance. 



Ui Col. Vim. All™ Parhftra, otthe 4lHt life. Alter many hair-breadth escapes he 

Ttrglnla lof&ntry. deserved, aiooag a band woe at last a victim to wounds received In 

"t teatUsa pfttrlota. to be known as "ttii< the foretront of battle, and ie rememberetl 

hTKVFti at the brave." He was as recklesa by all ol the old bdgadt! as their beau Ideal 

In Itattlo aa ({eneroua In all the relations nt at a dashing soldier. 
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Fortunately lie was uot Htnick, but, reached a field about one uiile 4^H 

his horse shying, Mb cap was tlirown of Chancellor8\iUe made almldj^H 

ofrbyaewiugiuglimb, andthecolonel tack. The 12th was commanded^^l 

returned, shaking his head vigorous- Lieut. -t'ol, E. M, Feild? [c], 1!^^| 

ly, and t-ursiug "the Taukees" who conducted the maneuvers it^H 

with a freedom aud vivt all his own. rare precision, retiring each linq^^l 

('aptaiuThos.F, Owens, Souelieuteu- teruately, and when pressed nni^^| 

ant {Woodhonse,^ I think,) aud the two for resistamte. Hesoon^^^| 

twenty-three men of the Norfolk Ju- ished the enemy so severely ^^^| 

niors, had been gobbled up with not they desisted from further deq^^| 

as much noise as a clever darkey stration, contenting themselves l^^l 

would make in robbing a heu-roost. observation, at a respectful dista^^H 
We heard, months afterwards, that (>f this movement tJeueral ^^| 

the rain had so moistened the leaves says : "The enemy skirmished l^^| 

which covered the ground like a mat Anderson's rearguard as he a^H 

that the approach of the enemy was Chancellor's, but being vigoraq^^l 

unheard until thej' rushe<l in aniot^; repulsed by Mahone's brigade, ^H 

the men, and that then therifieshad fered no farther opposition." €||^^| 

been rendered useless by the rain, Anderson says : "They subseqi^^H 

so that no resistant^ could be made, ly attacked the rear-gum^ of ^^H 

It is lucky that the enemy did not hone, but were so effectively i*^^^! 

move forward at once, or the brigade ed that we were no further aniUj^^H 

would have been caught napping and by them." General Mahon^ ^^^^1 

theartillerywascntirelyexposed;but "He subsequently came upoa ^^H 

now their opportunity had passed. rear-gimrd — the 12th Virginia It^^^| 

The troops were at once set in mo- fantry, Lieutenant - Colonel E^^H 

tiou on the t^-edericksburg road, commaudiug, — was i-epulsed, an^^H 

while the ISith regiment was ileploy- effectually as to leave us free fl^^| 

ed in a double line of skirmishers to any further annoyanw during .^^H 

cover the rear. The Federal cjivalry change of po.sition to which I ll^^H 

promptly foUowed, and when we hart already referred, and then in pro^^H 

,V CBpt. Thou, F. OwBUs, of Norfolk. Va., rap- Bervice UDtil the autumn of lill I llll||^B 

ft &'?"wi^oJfSf Norf^rv";, LkM,, P™"""™";' <^°'- W; ^° a brigadler-g^P^ 

Co. B. tttb V«. reeimBiit. ralehip, Felld was given full command of 

T. Col, Everard H. FeUd, of retersburg, Va. the regiment which ho led on so manj oe- 
caeioTiu with bo Diuch tool Intrepidity and, 

\e\ Lleut.-Ool. Fielding L. Tajrlor. a eklU during theabaencaof hisauperior. and 

brave and aoconipUBhed odicer, and who served aa such with dlBtiuction Lo the clom 

had given promise ot great distinction, died of the war. 

froiD thi? elTects of wounds received during Just here it should be stated that »t ' 

the Maryland csmpalgn: Major John P. Crampton'e Gap Capt. J. Bich'd Leweilen, 

May had fallen dead, shot through the afterwards lleut. -colonel, eommunded the 

brain, at Second ManasBBs: and Col. D. K. regiment, and that Capt. Bieh'd W. Jones, 

Welsigcr had suffered on the same Qeld a afterwards major, comraauded it at Sharpit- 



daDKerous and well-nigb fatal wound, the burg and in man; of the enga|;en!ent6 
uffectB of which disabled blm from (urlbur ring the last y uar of tliti 



L 



d 



•f exwHtion." I do not remem- 
ber thai we 8iistiiiiitHl any loss du- 
ihis skilful and j^llant manou- 
m>r ilo the ree^>nis particiilar- 
anj*. Seither am I alile to ^w 
loss of the Fedei-als, us their ea\- 
airi- was engajretl at several points 
thut <lay, and the returns of killed 
sod wounded are only given in ag- 
firefntl*' f'"' the whole series of eolli- 

Atumt ID o'tilock Tabernacle 
("burcht was reached and a. line of 
Iwllle was formed, the order Ijeiug 
Uataoiie, Powy, AVrijjht, niir bri;;- 
wleoii the turnpike, Wright's on the 
plank road, and light iiitrenehmentH 
were erected with a redoultt for artil- 
I«y on each road. The dM_\' was 
spent quietly, save for oe^^asional 
diiu-pshootlug. The Federals moved 
np within isight, but nia<le no demou- 
Htrwfion. Attoiit noon <ine eiit*'rpri8- 
ing ritleniau c!imbe<l a tree in a farni- 
yard some hundred yards in onr 
front, and wounded two of the men 
who were throwing np cover for the 
gtuifl. It was some time t>efore his 
ejTie was discovered, but finally one 
of Posey's Miaaissippiaus obtained 
permission to "hunt" for him, and 
fifteen minutes later spied him ont, 
I and with a long shot brought the 
tniid>lesomc marksman down from 
his lofly peveh, the body falling like 
Ihm of a woimded squirrel from limb 
to limit until it struck the gronnd. 

(This Dhurch being of wood Is Ii'equent- 
If calltHl the "Wooden Churcli,"to diBtin- 
KUish 11 from Salem Chureh, which man of 
met and ia rrei|ueiitly iiallec! thi- "Brick 
aairch."" 



Lookiug at the descent through my 
field-glasse« I could almost hear the 
Ihud. The next uiomiug when we 
a<lvaneed an old woman living in the 
cabin ueiiv by reported that the man 
wa« dea<l when picked np. Diuing 
the evening I was sent back with dis- 
pati'hes and met the head of Jack- 
son's corps hastening forward, and 
all night long his cx)liunns filled the 
roads. The night parsed without 
incident. Al Huurise (I'l'iday, May 
1st,) Gen. McLitws arriveil with his 
division, except Barksdale's brigade, 
which remained with Early at Fred- 
ericksburg, and extended oar line 
to the right, occupying the trenches 
along Mott's run. The men were still 
engaged strengthening the breast- 
works when, at 8 a. m., General Jack- 
son arrived and assumed command, 
at once issuing an order that work 
on the intrenchments should be dis- 
continued. I find a note to that ef- 
fect in my memorandum book, with 
the comment in pencil, "That means 
we are not to wait for Hooker." 

THE ADVANCE. 
Sure enough at 11 a. m. the col- 
umn was ordered forward, Habone 
taking the lead on the turnpike with 
McLaws' division following, the 
Twelfth, under Col. Feild, being de- 
ployed in front to develop the ene- 
my and to gain time for formation 
of line of battle when he should be 
encountered in force. The column 
was preceded by a detachment of the 
Third Virginia Cavalry, under Capt. 
Hill Carter, and accompanied by one 
piece of Capt, Charles K. Grandy's 
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and one of Capt. Tyler C. Jordan's The eDgagemeiit now waxed hot, 
light batteries. About a mile and a and the supports were thrown iu. 
half from the church Carter came As McLaws moved forward the Fed- 
upoD the cavalry outpost and drove eral artillery opened on the head of 
it in. His horse was shot and he his column. By some blunder his 
stopped in the road and with delib- ambulance wagons and ordnance 
eration, under heavy fire, unbuckled train had followed immediately in 
and brought off the saddle and ac- the rear of Mahone'a troops, and 
coutrements, fortunately escaping were now not only in the way but 
without a scratch. The Twelfth now were exposed to the full fire of the 
met the advance of Sykes' regulars enemy. A stampede followed, each 
and pressed them back upon their teamster whipping furiously into the 
supports, the fire becoming general, woods with sublime disregard of get 
and the regiment holding a brush ting out ugais. Wheels were locked 
fence for some time against the ene- against trunks of trees, teamsten 
my's line of battle. The artillery swore, mules kicked, and the shells 
came into action within point-blank fiew fast and furious. Presently a 
range, engaging Weed's Battery "I," six-pound shell struck an ambulance 
Fifth U. 8. Artillery, and held its 'midships, tore off all the rear parts 
own, though without cover in the of the vehicle and left the driver 
open 'pike, under the rapid service perched on two wheels, himself and 
of four guns, until the enemy yield- animals unhurt. Finally I found a 
ed the position. [//] roadleadingoffto the right by which 

ItwasnowthatCapt.R.R.BanksjS the train could be brought, by a cir- 
of the Petersburg Riflemen, received cuit, back to the turnpike and soffi- 
the hurt from which he eventually ciently to the rear, and so overcame 
died. General Mahone says in his the panic. But while looking for 
report : "Among the gallant spirits this road I rode into a picket post 
who were seriously wounded Capt. on the Mine road, and was captared 
Banks, Co. E, Twelfth Virginia In- for the first and only time. Fortu- 
fautry, must be mentioned. He nately the detention was of short 
fell among the foremost in the skir duration ; for being carried back to 
mish fight of his regiment on the the cavalry reserve I recognized 
turnpike. May let, and was at the Dr. Jas. S. Gilliam, an old Peters- 
time commanding the advance, burger and friend, and found I was 
His conduct was beautifully heroic." a prisoner to Rooney Lee. 



|</| The Norfolk Blues batury lost here. About 3 o'clock Jackson's mosket 

of thecrew of their eiuglo gun, one killed ry was heard in brisk rattle on the 

and six wounded; and Capt. Grandy eays : i i . ti- ■ i . . i 

-During the sharpest of iJieengae^'raent 1 plank road. \\ right was sent to 

had only two men and Lieutenant Peet to make a iMoirr towards Sykes' right- 

Z^ " •*""■ rear, and a general advance was made 

diti^?Ii£b^M,SS.^' '^^''^'^- ^"»- """ before which the enemy slowly re- 
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The Twelfth had lost, though and it may be therefore assumed 
heavily ID numbers, some of its that most of the casualties reported 
men, and had performed its were sustained on May Ist, and they 
so as to win praises from the summed up, killed 28, wounded 167, 
ira directing^ operations. Gen. missing 91. [ej 
Habone writes, in his report to Geu. The sounds of conflict now ceased, 
Anderson. "The conduct of officers and were replaced by the ringing 
uid men • * * deserves high of axes as the Federals strengthened 
eommendation and at least this ac- their already formidable works. But 
knowledgment at my hands : the the night was big with events which 
Twelfth Virginia, Lient.-Col. E. M. were to burst on the morrow. A 
Feild commanding, for its rigid and short distance from the line on which 
efficient resistance to the superior our men found such rest as turf and 
force of the enemy while covering sky afforded, the last council of war 
the formation of our line of battle was being held, the participants be- 
on the turnpike on Friday." There- ing only Gen. Lee and the great 
ifler the progress of the brigade lieutenant who was "his right arm." 
*M steadily onward, "fighting its I saw them twice as they gravely 
way," says Gen. Anderson, "along conversed. What passed we only 
the old tnmpike to a point (near the know from the events which ensued, 
Magee house) about one mile from and from the brief sentences in which 
ChancellorsviJle." Wright's move- Gen. Lee announces the conclusion 
ment had meantime been success- reached. "It was evident," says he, 
fnl and Gen. Jackson had establish- "that a direct attack upon the ene- 
ed his Une in sight of Chancellors- my would be attended with great 
ville on the plank-road. Darkness difficulty and loss, in view of the 
put an end to operations. strength of his position, and his 

In this engagement Gen. Sykes superiority of numbers. It was, 
deployed three brigades on the turn- therefore, resolved to endeavor to 
pike and claims that with this force, turn his right fiank and gain his rear, 
"after sharp fighting," he drove our leaving a force in front to hold him 
skirmishers in. His losses cannot in check and conceal the movement, 
be exactly ascertained from any doc- The execution of this plan was en- 
omente now in my possession ; but trusted to Gen. Jackson with his 
his division was not actively engaged three divisions. The commands of 
except on this occasion, during the Gens. McLaws and Anderson, with 
operations around Chancellorsville, the exception of Wilcox's brigade 

[t\ Froni reports of tbe r«ig[menta1 com- Rykes aa [nlselnediiriDg tho evening of the 

nuiilerH who were engaged under Sykee. let. but eome ol them uio; have corae trotii 

obtklDed since theaborewae wiltteD, IftQd Meade'e column, advancing further to our 

that the figures given in the t«xt are sub- right. Sykea' ninn were In the trenches 

sUnllRlly coireot. I received more than east o( CliancellorsvlUe and were not put 

ilouble the number of prisonere reported by into action on tho 2nd or 3rd. 
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of the latter, which during the night ailent and rapid, and his column had 
had been ordered back to Banks' gained the dense thickets to the 
Ford, remained in front of the ene- south west of Chancelloreville with- 
niy." [ f\ oit '*'iy interruption from the foe. 

In consequence of the contem- As the rear of his train was passing 
plated movement some changes in Catharine Furnace a large force of 
the position of the troops had to be Federals, under Gen. Sickles, ad- 
tnade. When Gen. Jackson moved vaoced from the plank road and at- 
off early on the morning of the 2nd, tempted its capture, Thesmallforce 
Wright took the place of his troops left there by Jackson was unable to 
who had held the left of the plank resist the enemy with success, and 
road, and later when Posey and the greater portion of the 23rd 
Wright were sent to the Furnace to Georgia regiment was taken prison- 
protect Jackson's rear threatened by era ; but Posey and Wright were sent 
Sickles, Mahone's brigade was trans- to reinforce the threatened point, 
ferred from the turnpike to AV right's and after a severe fight Sickles was 
former position on the plank road, repulsed and the train saved, [g] 

JACKSON'S LAST VICTORY. While the flanking column was 

Affairs were now in shape to make pushing its way silently and swiftly, 
answer to Hooker's announcement thelinesof whichourbrigadeformod 
to his army that "the enemy must pn-rt were handled so as to make a 
either ingloriously fly or come out show of great force and to impress 
and give us battle on our own ground, the enemy with the belief that aa- 
where certain destruction awaits sault was imminent. The skirmiah- 
Ijim •• ers were active all day, and by feign- 

Jackson moved off early Saturday ed attacks made in rapid succession 
morning by the Brock and Furnace kept their opponents constantly on 
roads, his movements covered by the alert. When the guns of Jaot 
Fitz Lee's cavalry commanded by son were heard, giving notice that 
Stuart in person. His march was Jackson had struck the enemy, the 



I/I MiiLawH was also ehurt by Barks- villo and so telegraphed to Washlnglxin — a 
dalle's brigade, which had been left with mialntcrpretatlon which caused hira not on- 
Early, BO that the force confronting Hookor ly to refuse to Sickles the authority asked 
while Jackson's movement was In progress, tor, but to neglect measures which were 
coDBlBted of only WofTord's. Semmos' and recommended to him for etrengtheiiinft the 
Kershaw's brigades of McLawe, and exposed Hank. It Is hard to understand 
Wright's. Mahone's. Posey's and Ferry's, too why. such being his belief, he did not 
of Anderson; In all, seven brigades number, make somedemonstration against Anderson 
ing eleven thousand muskets. and UcLaws. or did not seek to embarnwe 

[ifl Gen. Sickles eeems at this time to the supposed change of base. Sickles' &t- 

liave been among the Federal oflluars In tAck, if made with Itidlstance, would have 

suspecting the real meanlog of t)ie Confpd- proved a serious Interruption to Gen. Le«'s 

erate movement. He reported It and asked plan of battle: and even as it was. his pr»B- 

for authority to press with his whole corps; enoe In advance of the rest of the UqIqb 

but Booker when Informed of the troops line enabled him to Interpose thn only serl- 

and wagons marching across his right con- ous obstable that evening to tlte victorious 

eluded that Lee was retreating on Gordons- imsnt of our linns. 
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troops in front of Chancellorsville of our troops. In the ardor of pur- 
were ordered to press him strongly suit through the thick and tangled 
on the left to prevent the sending of woods, the first and second lines at 
reinforcements to the other wing, last mingled and moved on together 
Gen. Lee's orders were not to make as one." The resistless onslaught 
actual assault of the works unless had swept all before it for two miles, 
some unexpectedly favorable oppor- when some Federal troops were with 
tunity should oflfer, and a general great effort collected by Gens. Sick- 
oblique to the left was directed so les and Pleasanton, and a stand was 
as to gradually close the interval be- made at the house of Metzie Chan- 
tween the wings of the army as Jack- cellor, where a line of rifle-pits 
son closed in. Our brigade took crossed the road. [A] 
part in this operation with trifling Here some detention occurred, 
loss, the lines advancing upon hos- but Rhodes' and Colston's men gath- 
tQe intrenchments and the artillery ered for another effort, dashed over 
playing vigorously, until the increas- the intrenchments, and pushed on, 
ing darkness put an end to hostilities, "and the flight and pursuit were con- 
[8ee addendum 1 to note i,] tinned until our advance was arrest- 

Jackson had reached the turnpike ed by the abatis in front of the 
at 4 p. M., and formed his three lines works immediately covering the 
at right angles to and across the main position at Chancellorsville." 
road, Rhodes in front, then Colston, It was now dark. Gen. Hill was 
and A. P. Hill last. At 6 o'clock ordered to move to the front and 
the advance was ordered, and the relieve the front lines which had so 
enemy first encountered (Schurz's far borne the brunt of the action, 
division of Sigel's corps) were taken and whose ranks had become so 
utterly by surprise and fled with blended and disordered that it was 
alight resistance. "Gen. Rhodes' necessary to reform them. General 
men," says Gen. Lee, "pressed for- Jackson was very urgent that no 
ward with great spirit and enthusi- time should be lost in pressing the 
asm, followed closely by the sup- advantage, and pushed to the front, 
porting lines. Position after posi- leaving orders for Hill to follow. 
tion was carried, the guns captured The men of the latter, coming up 
and every effort of the enemy to in hot haste, met their beloved lead- 
lally defeated by the impetuous rush er returning from the direction of 

[h] It was at this juncture that occurred resort he ordered the Eighth Pennsylvania 

an instance of heroism on the part of the to charge in the face of Rhodes' masses. 

Federal cavalry which deserves to be re- Led by Maj. Heenan this small body of 

ocntled. Pleasanton finding Howard's line horsemen dashed straight into the wither- 

broken and fleeing was seeking to gain time ing fire, and though their heroic leader and 

for a new formation and to post a large eighty of his men were mowed down as if 

number of guns to sweep the field over by a scythe, the object was accomplished 

which the Confederates were advancing, so far as to make possible the only real re- 

Tbe latter were upon him before these ar- sistance offered during that bloody evening. 
rangements were completed, and as a last 



the enemy, and mistakiiig, in the 
obscurity of the night, the cavalcade 
of horsemen for Federal cavalry, 
fired a too unerring volley. General 
Jackson fell from his horse wound- 
ed in two places. Capt. Boswell, 
chief engineer of the corps, was 
killed, and several others of the es- 
cort were injured, some fatally. The 
enemy, aroused by the fusillade, 
opened a heavy fire of musketry and 
artillery down the road, with such 
effect that twice the men bearing 
the general from the field were 
struck down. General Hill assum 
ed command, and at the same mo 
ment the enemy advanced to the at- 
tack under cover of a furious can 
nonade. They mistook the confu- 
sion incident upon Hill's troops re- 
lieving Rhodes and Colston for a 
retreat. The Fifty-fifth Virginia met 
the assailants and repulsed them, 
losing their gallant colonel, Francis 
R, Mallory, in their counter charge. 
General Hill was about this time 
disabled, and General Stuart was 
sent for to take charge, and just at 
this time the right of Hill's line was 
assailed by the division of Sickles, 
which had been pushed forward to 
the Furnace as before stated. There 
the fighting was obstinate, but 

(j| In my remarks on ChancellorsvIUe as 
origla&ll.v prepared, 1 made eome criticlBin 
unfavorable to Gen. Stuart for not pressing 
his left toward U. S. Ford, but more care- 
ful invest) Rutlon haa brought the conviction 
tbat this would bavt> been attended with 
too much risk. In fact. Gen. Lee was anx- 
loua lost the arm; should be cut In twain at 
the Furnace as evidenced by his orders to 
Anderaon and McLaws alieady quoted. 
Oen. Lee. in hie final report ol tbla cam- 
paign bestows unqualifted commendation 



Lane's North Carolina brigade drove 
the column back, and the line of 
battle was established in the trenches 
formerly occupied by the enemy. 
It was now 10 o'clock, and the men 
were ordered to rest on tbeit arms. 
Stuart spent the succeeding hoars 
in forming connection with Lee's 
left, and posting batteries to enfi- 
lade the fortifications at Chancel- 
lor's house. (0 

HUNDAY, MAY 3BD. 

Morning broke dark and lower- 
ing. At daylight Perry's brigade of 
our division was moved towards the 
Furnace, and on his arrival Posey's 
skirmishers were pushed forward 
when it was found that the enemy 
had retired from that position. Stu- 
art now resumed the attack with 
Jackson's corps on the right-centre 
of the enemy, and their first line 
was carried by assault. General Lee 
says, "under a terrific fire of muH- 
ketry and artillery." The barricade 
was then taken, and the troops wer« 
brought face to face with the main 
intrenchments of Hooker, behind 
which his cannon were posted. 
Three times these works were car- 
ried, and each time the "brave as- 
sailants were compelled to abandon 
them;" but a fourth attempt, aided 



upon Gen. Stuart's conduct of afFaire. Ha 
says; "The latter o(TicHr(8.) ably discharged 
the diniGult and responsible duties he nas 
thus unoKpecCedly called on to perform. 
Assuming the command late in the night, 
at the close of a fierce engagement, and la 
the immediate preseneo of the enemy. 
necessarily ignorant in a great n ~ * 



plana of those who had preceded him, Oen, 
Stuart exiiibited gre-at energy, promptness 
and intelligence.' 
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hf AD enfilodiDg fire tiom thirty 
pieces of artillery nnder Cols. Thos, 
H. Carter and Hilary P. Joaes, 
proved irresistible, and the eoemy 
ifBTe way in confasion. At the aame 
moment iliere I quote Gen. Lee's 
report I "Anderson pressed gallantly 
foTvard directly npon Chancellors- 
tiDe. * * * As the troops, ad- 
Tuicin^ upon the enemy's front and 
light, converged upon his central 
position, Anderson effected a junc- 
tion with Jackson's corps, and the 
whole line pressed irresistibly on. 
The enemy abandoned all his forti- 
fied positions at Chancellor's, and 
retreated towards the Rappahan- 
Qock." M ah one's brigade moved 
vith its right on the plank road. In 
the fijial charge the scene was in- 
spiring to the highest degree. The 
Confederate Unes visible along the 
whole curve -formation, the men rush- 
ing forward with triumphant yells, 

'!• During tlie ilenK.mstrattons mode b; 
iDilereoii'a diTieli.))! In aid of Jackson's 
fflovement, Capt, W. Carter Williams of the 
(th lii(iuitt7, Mahone'a brigade, commaiid- 
IDK tbe EkirmiBbers of that regiment, utiar- 
gad oo and through the enemy'e abatle on 
the pUnk road, fired upon his main line in 
Uw rifle pits "captured there prisoners from 
ftur dlfTerent regiments, and the colors and 
etdor-bearer of the lOTth Ohio, returning to 
Hi position with bin handful of men with 
<nlj' the losBOf one prisoner." It is mourn- 
foi ta odd that this gallant offlci-r was mor- 
tally wounded the next morning while lead- 
lag his company over the vnry ground of this 
bold and successful sortie, 

I*) Up to dark of the 2nd of May about 
twoboDdred prisoners bad been turned over 
to the rear-guard, of which, as Inspector, 
I had direction, which consisted of Serg't 
8««y and ten men. They were stationed 
In rear of the brigade's position on thK 
plank road, about one mile from Chancel- 
ncsvlUe, and were charged with the duty 
at anvating stragglera and guarding the 
etptured. About 8 o'clock the prisoners 
grew very restleBs and deftant, evidently 



the batteries working in ■full view 
while on the other side the bine 
masses were fleeing throagh the 
burning woods, cannon, wagons, 
horsemen, while the smoke was lurid 
with bursting shell and the ground 
was strewn with the <fr:bris of battle 
and the guns and baggage of the 
defeated foe. Wright's brigade, from 
the lay of the ground, was first on 
the Chancellors ville works, but a few 
moments after the whole line was 
abreast, and when Gen. Wright came 
tearing down the road with his yel- 
low hair streaming in the wind to 
announce his success, he found our 
flag already planted on a Federal 
redoubt. "By 10 a. m.," says Gen. 
Lee, "we were in full possession of 
the field." 

But not long were we left to real- 
ize the fruits of triumph ; for hardly 
had the retreat of the enemy been 
verified by the advance of skirmish- 
expecting Sedgwick's advance upon our 
rear. Receiving notice from the sergeant, 
I rode back and saw enough to convince me 
that there was danger of an escape. One 
Federal ileuteniint was particularly bold in 
urging hismen to make a break for freedom. 
I had fires built in a circle enclosing the 
field, and borrowed a slx-poander from an 
unattached battery In park near by, which 
was trained upon the prisoners. The state 
of affairs woe reported to headquarters, 
and later on orders were received lo march 
the prisoners by the left to a point near the 
Furnace and turn them over to the provost 
there stationed'. Marching lu the gloom of 
the night and following no road, we man- 
aged to get between the picket lines. The 
Federals opened fire and our people replied, 
so that for some miDul«B the poor captives 
were exposed to a sharp fusillade from 
friend and foe. They obeyed with great 
alacrity orders to lie down, and were ex- 
tricated from their danaerous position with 
no caeuslties but a llesb wound to the mu- 
tinous lieutenant. From the officer to whom 
the delivery of the prisoners was made, we 
flret heard of the great success of Jackson, 
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. ^^^oro (lou. Lee roile up in per gade at Fredericksburg, Early start- 
•'*' _^»:»<1 Mftlione received orders to ed with the rest of his commaDd to 
•"^ t,<» the rifiht aud take the road Chancel) orsville. The enemy at once 
**^ — -«"I»« i'Vedericksbnrg, aidiDg Mc- made threateniugdemonstrationBat 
Y' ' fc*> riiiHiWi the enemy advanc the fords, and the mistake in ordets 

""" — ,a »iii tlmtdirection. Sohnrried- having been corrected, during the , 
*"K . ^^\t W" trudged over the ground night the troops were restored to I 



""" — ,a »iii tlmtdirection. Sohurried- having been corrected, during the 
'"•^ ^^is\t W" trudged over the ground night the troops were restored to 
'-^ ' -^.r'^'y *"" '^y tbree day's tights their original positions. Before 
"" * i«»i»rninK meantime what had dawn on the 3rd, the enemy took 
I '■» K"'"K on at the right that possession of Fredericksburg and 
'"*** «»ii'W' advanced against Marye's Heighta. 

""' , » » *» t'l'f'i.V had been quiet in Gen. Several assaults were repulsed but 
« ^ 'h front up to Saturday after- the Confederates were outnumbered ^ 



»'»- I'lii'inR that day Gen, Early outflanked and forced to retir»- 

"'** iiiHtruoted, in the event Sedg- Gen. Early took up position on th^ 

*^ »^ hI""''"' witbdmw from his front telegraph road and Gen. Wilcox r^^ 

* » iiiiivi' up the river, to join Lee's treated on the plank road until h^ 

'*" |,, Ijoiiy with the bulk of his force, reached Salem Church, where h^ 

"' * til" "t'lff "fflf*"" bearing the mes- formed line on a wooded ridge anC^ 

' *^*» iul"iindorHtood its purport, and prepared to resist the enemy. Her^ 

"itt'*''*''^*'' *'""' ^'''"^^- "^conditionally we came up with him and went intc: 

' liMiVH. liUiiviug Hays' brigade position on the extreme left. Aver;^ 

..I Dim roiliiiiftutof linrksdale's bri short time elapsed before the enem^ 

»!••■ — _ _ — 

I v»'''''' «"l""l'"''l "" thi' btsarefH of fflml was to deprlvu one of Itifioi of »U furttae^ 

•'"'?, ,jl» iiii I'liiuriiluK to our owu conimaiid. Interest iu the proceedingB. I left.tortlfleiJ 

It'*'.., 'I'liwiinlHiiiDinliigl waBBcntwithBOQie only tiy the rt'inforced eoffefi which Qeorgm 

''„n'tHi' 1" till' ■|imrl.or-tuaBti>r.ftiid riding hod glvHn me whllo the eooU waa making 

"'''.|, «iir. liHili'il liy IIko. L. Slmpwma tram ready. Every one to hia tradu! Theghaat- 

•'"',.„ [ I' III ■ ii'iiilliig hi acwdar grovfi ly sights of battle had not hardened me to 

'• ' , II I I li wau the camp of th« look upon umttlatwd humanity as a work of 

II' "f the army. The. aur- art. Regaining the liiiee, I tind my weajy 

'"',,,, . ii'i'l irt woikall night with horee to a swinging llrab and soon tell U> 

W ^ i..iil-i "ii'l I'liiidagB. and were about alepp. After awhlip I was wakened b; tba 
^•V.|,y u ii'ij '■iirly lireaktaBt, preparatory touch of something deathly cold and stMt- 
'■' ,, „,ov"U>wnii"li"'8«»P0Bed position. 1 led with the idea that my hand bad com« In 
"* '„|v(..l HI' llivlt*llon to partake ot their contact wlthasnake, but. opening my eyes. 
"mil V'"'.* I"""!'''''''" f one who had eaten found that In turning over I had tbrowDiny 
" ilii'iiH ("I l*i''ity-''»"''>''<'rB.and was just arm over the nude body of a Federal HOldl« 
V 1.1* ""«''"' '" '"'I ''''Wiil*'. '"ittfr. bam and killed on the 1st of May. This L-omlng Im- 
'"' ,1 iHrffri'. wl"'ii " yung enthuaiftBt of a mediately upon th« Intenwly praiitlcal Joka 
' ', M )•'■"•■' •'<""" '" "■'"' '*''* "" the table at of the young surgeon overt^aan- all aeoBe et 
"' . ..1,1,1 III! Ill 111 ln-l iiniputated froin some fatigue, tnd I found neithi-r "slumber dw 
'" ,, r.i..' M i.i..il.l'iHonlheextrftordinaty sleep" thereafter. iThis e.^[iression was 

i' ,.,,. r II. Ii, I have never quite used by Maj E. L. BrtieHf tt tJi the tnx^ 

' 'I ' I ,1, I ..I.I -ili'iUmr hie action was at Charleatowu during the Julm Bniwntrlal. 

,,,,,[. , I M !.■"! inotlvHB of admiration and was much ridiculed; hut In the old Klik 

I' . Hi" ""''I'" i- "' '"" ll»'nhworl£. or by a ver^onot the I3l8t Paalm tin- cloalng lino 
uBirt' I" lux"-" *■'"' "U"''^'' »'"' appntltea of the noble Etaiiia, beginning "I to the 
■( lliN lHirl*her» of 111" ta^ul; but the effect hllla will III I mine eyes. ■ the last line la tea- 
' *^ dered, "He slumbers not, nor sleeps.)" 

y IIM f- mini-"", "f l*cl«»>>"r(t. Vb. 
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attacked, the weight of 
beiog, however, to the right of us. 
Wilcoi and Posey had a spirited en 
gagemeot, and drove back three lines 
at hattle. In our front the brunt of 
Ifae action fell upon the Gist Virginia 
regiment, under its accomplished 
colonel, V. D. Groner.'f which com- 
Diaiid was deployed aa skirmishers 
to cover our formation, and which 
held the enemy back with great firm- 
maintaining its line after the 
cartridge had been expended 
some time and under heavy fire. 
it casaalties here were small, and 
ifl engagement of this afternoon 
the last in which we were actu- 
ly engaged during the campaign. 
The next day troops were concen- 
on Sedgwick's front and rear, 
id Gen. Lee hoped to crush him ; 
It the movement was delayed too 
iBg, and during the night of the 
fth the enemy escaped across brid] 
t» which he bad laid at Banks' Ford. 
On the 5th we returned to Chancel 
loTBville and Early occupied his for- 
mer positions around Frederioks- 

m. lira V. D. tjfoner, of Norfo 



|t] Thw 12th re({inient'8 colors were boroe 
by a Bucceeelon of heroee to whose memory 
■f owe etemal honor. They were borne 
uutaniiehed by shtkme, but tattered and be- 
grimed with the balla and amobe at many 
hird fought Helds, to the last sceue of all 
•t Appomattox. The story ot their course 
from Soven Pines to ParmTllle, and ol the 
bnve men who bore them, should form a 
dieter of iteel/. Williamson, the Srst, 
BtnreaD ehot through the heart whlie wav- 

attieni in the very mouthe of the guns at 
vem Bin. Nicholas killed at Manassas, 
Puker deaperately wounded at Cranipton's 
Gap, May Etnick down at Spotsylvania, the 
over soldierly Wm. C. Smith. Allen Magee, 
George W. Cogbill, and others, who formed 
Uiu &t*>adfBBt guard and reinforced It when 
thinned by death. Some comrade should 



burg. On the Rth our division (An- 
derson's) moved forward to the junc- 
tion of Ely's Ford and Mine roads, 
where, on the 30th of April, we had 
opened the campaign, to attack 
Hooker in his new fortifications; 
but the works were found to be aban- 
doned. Our army went into camp, 
many commands returning to the 
camps occupied during the winter. 
Mahone's brigade occupied a new 
camp near Salem Church and there 
remained a few days before starting 
on the Gettysburg campaign. 

The loss in Mahone's brigade dur- 
ing the aeries of engagements foot- 
ed up 255 killed, wounded and miss. 
ing. The casualties in the Twelfth 
regiment were 86, of whom only B 
were killed. [^1 [m\ 

ADDENDA. 
As a member of the Petersburg 

Riflemen, Co. E, Twelfth Virginia 
Infantry, into which company, dur- 
ing the previous winter, I had been 
transferred from Co. I of the same 

prepare and perpetuate the record! [Even 
as I write this note, the IaiiEJ:-Appeal, May 
13th, 1892, announces the death of Joe 
FonUcee.'ithepeerinnaUantrj and devotion 
of an; of the noble hand. No mure gallant 
heart ever beat beneath the Confederate 
gray.] 

fro] The Confederate loss in killed and 
wounded was ten thousand. The Federals 
lost seventeen thousand killed, wounded 
and prisoners, sixteen pieces ot artillery, 
seven standards and a vast amount of ora- 
nanoe aud other st^ires. Qen. Mahone, 
always cnreful of the comfort of his troops, 
sent me out after the battle to the scene of 
Sfgel's rout with men and wagons to secure 
the spoils abandoned by the "Dying Dutch- 
man." We got overcoats and blankets 
enough to supply a division. 
11. .loseph C, Fuwltiw, of (Jrt-we, Vm 
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regiment, I took part in the Chan- for a «^(/(/ei- and fancy my wagon con- 
celloreville campaign whose history taias innumerable supiiljes. The 
i,.„well told i„ th, foregoing ad- S„^„C'etl"f»SeSS 
dress by Gov. Cameron, and made YotA on the Rappahannock, 
entries in my diary of what was at "Theappearanceof thingH, toeyea 
the time deemed noteworthy, and unaccuBtomed to such, was odd and 
also in the winter of 1865-6, began eTeji hidicrous. First I am struck 
, .. . I I, I I with the strange looking houses, 

to write in my note book an account j^^jf i^g^^ half canvas, with huge 
of the campaign which was never chimneys suggestive of the impor- 
completed. From these sources, tance attached to fires by their build- 
and from memory, in which mnch ers. They were scattered about with 
that does not appear either in note li"]e reference to order of position 
, , ,. ■ c 1 c J 3 and no two of them resembled eacn 

book or diary ib firmly fixed and otherin architecture, except perhaps, 
still fresh. I will make some additions in the single particular of the chim- 
to what Gov. Cameron has said, and ney, which in almost every instance 
will also give accounts from other ^as » monstrous appendage, out oC 
participants *^ proportion to the hut. 

'^ *^ ' "In these little tenements, how— 

First, let me reproduce what I find ever, I found as lively a set of fellows 
in the note book descriptive of the as I ever before met. They were all- 
camp of Mahone's brigade and the »" '"»? ^f^^^^ T"^^' f %""?: 
*^ , 1 11 r i_ seemingly free from care^ — ready lor^ 
rollicking, happy, feUows I there a laugh at almost anything. Butiit 
found on my return to my company the matter of dress it seemed that> 
after an absence of something over they were not precisely in that con- 
seven months whilst recovering from dition in which they would have likeA 
J ■ji/->^.'/-> to make their appearance at home, 
awonnd received atCrampton aGap ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^J^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ 

the sketch made of this camp and „^ ornamented by a large patch- 
its occupants, portraying them as upon his pants, the odd shapes and 
still vividly remembered, being as divers colors of which, to say nothing- 
follows ■ °' their material — some of them be- 
ing made of leather or oil cloth — 
"On the 19th of April, 1863, about would often provoke a laugh des- 
3 o'clock in the afternoon, I find my pite your sympathy for the ooor fel- 
self seated in my father's ambulance, lows who wore them." 
driving through a large body of j^ ^^^^ Petersburg (Va.) Jia^press 
woods, thickly studded with lU-con- , „ , „„ , „„„ ,, . 
structed and odd-looking huts and of May 12th, 1863, there was pab- 
swarming with men who. from all lished a private letter signed "A. M. 
directions.aregatheringtowards onr K.," written by Lieuteuaut Anthony 
vehicle as we slowly pick onr way M. Keiley,!^ of the Petersburg Rifle- 
along the swampy roads, and who j^ ^. ^ p J , D^^ ui the 
eagerlyask, WhathaveyouforsaJe? _ ' - , ,. - . 
I do not at first understand the pur first captain of this company, gmng 
port of the question and suspect the j.^ judge a. m Keiiey of Rif hmi.ort. va .on* of 
men mean to quiz me. Such, bow itK )ud»» of ttie tntKni»iion»i roun MOtira, 
ever, is not the case. They take me iPcspi. nmiei ood»n. or rewnburg, v«. 




uiitccoantof thebattlesandmarches "There wa8 a great deal to make 
of the Chancel loreville campaign, ^^^ prospect gloomy. In the ar- 
_.■ 1 ■ , .1 „ » raDgemeut of the deieDce of trede- 

WQicb, comins from a sentleman of ■ ,''. u- i l ■ i j ■ 

,..'„. , , , . . ncksbnrg, which has existed si dcq 

his int«UigeDce who had participa jhe memorable action of the 13th 
ted in them, is valuable US a contem- of December, the line east of 
poraoeoas contribation to the his- the railroad has been assigned to 
toty of this memorable campaign. Jackeon-that west to Longstreet. 
™».. , ., -„ , , J J When the eipedition to ouffolk was 

This letter wdl here be reproduced, p^^eed, Loigstreet was sent thith- 
Mid nest after this a very interesting er, leaving but two divisions, Ander- 
letter from Col. Feild, giving his re- son's and McLaws', to perform the 
collections of the campaign and a service hitherto assigned to the 
very clear account of the part taken "t">}f '^''JPB- Still, we feU in with 
.-,, ,.- , 1 -11 a will, and soon med out to our po- 

by Mahone 8 brigade and especiaUy ^jt^^,^ ^^ ^j^^ brigade, which moved 
by the Twelfth regiment. At appro- with a quick step past ChancellorB- 
priate places in these two tetters I viJle and down towards the United 
shall append notes with extracts from States Ford. Here we took up our 
my diarv and other narratives. P'^^''^*^^ "f ^^^ °" ""^^^s, await- 

, . , T- -1 . 1 ,, ■ , 11 ing an attack. The Binemen, Co. 

Lieut. Keiley s letter is as follows: j;^ were sent to the front about 
"CAMi'TwELPrH VntoiNiA,! three-fourths of a mUe, and there 
"May 7th, 1863. > remained until 3:30 A. M., when 
"Dear Captain : I was loitering they were relieved by the Norfolk 
in bont of my tent on the even- 'Juniors,' Capt. Owens, 
ing of Wednesday, April 29th, in a "About dawn two or three of the 
rather moody frame of mind, as news Juniors came into camp with the 
had just been received in camp of disagreeable mtelhgence that Capt. 
the attack and capture of a large Owens, Lieut. Beale.Uand about hf- 
detiul of men, several of whom were jeen of the men had been captured, 
of the lath, who for some weeks be- ahortly afterwards the enemy's cav- 
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fore had been engaged at German 

na, on the Rapidan, constructing a posingTj 

bridge under 'Jeb Stuart's' direc ' 



airy appeared on our front, and sup- 
posing (as subsequently turned out 
to be the casej that these were hut 

the 

enemy, it became necessary to man- 
euver back to some effective sup- 
porting position. To the 12th was 
assigned the task of covering this 
movement, and it is but doing sim- 
ple justice to one of the most com- 



hon, when a courier came galloping the advance of a heavy body of 
by with information that the \an enemy, it became necessary to i 
keea had crossed the Kappahan- 
nock in large force, both before 
Fredericksburg and at Kelly's Ford, 
sod were advancing to theoccupaucy 
and investment of the much trou- 
bled 'burg.' Confident that a rough patent™ fficers" and gallant men in 
night s work, and perhaps many of the service to say that Col. Feild 
them were before us, I strapped up conducted the movement with the 
my blanket, paid that attention to greatest dexterity and success. Di 
my commissanat, which in Dalget viding his regiment into three bat- 
ty 8 case, always impressed me with taUons, he ordered a successive re- 
a favorable opinion of hissense and treat by which there were always 
soIdierliaesB, and before the order 
came to 'fall in' I was ready. 
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two lineo facing the enemy, the third 
msrcbiD^ to the rear. The move- 
meat hail Hcarcely begun when the 
cavairy attacked the fu-tit hne on its 
left, where an open field and two or 
three roatls pave them peculiar ad- 
vanta^eB. Tbia attack was prompt- 
ly mot and gallantly repulsed, and 
the retreat safely prosei^uted. 

"We moved down the turnpike 
which leads from Orange Court- 
Hoase to Fredericksburg, until we 
arrived at what is known as the 
Wooden Church, about three miles 
from Chan cell orsville, where a crest 
of hilld commands the road. Here 
we were put in line of battle, and 
commenced an intrenchment, which 
was completed before daybreak at 
most points. Every hour brought 
its couriers with iuformatiou of the 
iitoady approach of large bodies of 
the enemy, oud it soon buciime evi- 
dent that an attack on our left in 
heavy force would come off on Fri- 
day. To meet this our numbers 
were ridioulouslv inadequate, and 
yet it waH so vital a point that there 
could be no difference of opinion as 
to the necessity of accumulating 
sufiiuieiit troDpii there to make the 
onset decisive. Orders were issued 
to General Jackson to start imme- 
diatoly for our left, with a large por- 
tion of his corps, and to euable liim 
to get time to throw his men into 
position, our little army was order 
ed to open the attack in front. Our 
brigade headed the column, and the 
I'iia as the right regiment led the 
advance. About ten we moved to 
the front by the road we had come 
down the preceding day. We had 
not left our intrenchments u half- 
mile before the enemy's cavalry 
picketa appeared in sight, and some 
fifteen of our own c«valry trotted 
forward to reconnoitre. General 
Mahone ordered the 12th forward as 
akirmishers to feel the enemy, drive 
iu his skirmishers and ascertain the 



position of his line of battle. Hi 
told us to press the enemy as fast 'I 
and as far as we could, and not to , 
stop nntil we had driven them back ; 
upon the main body. The Peters- ]' 
burg Riflemen were agaiu detailed ,' 
to lead the advance, and in a few ■ ' 
minutes the ring of the 'Enfield' 'i- 
and the sharp 'hiss' of the rifle- 1^' 
ball told that the skirmishers had " 
met. The regiment was now thrown ?' 
out on either side of the road. Com- 1* 
pany C, Lieut. G raswitt; I i Company J* 
A, Capt. Waddell, to first on the right; *' 
then Com pany D.Lieut. Leath;'^ ana 
Company K, Capt. Clements,''* on the 
left. Subsequently the line on each 
side was extended by adding Com- 
pany B, Capt. Bowden,'" and Com- 
pany F. Lieut. Scott,^' to the right: 
and Company G,Capt,Braneh,2land 
Company I, Capt. Jones,-^ to the left. 
"We soon came in view of the ene- 
my's skirmish line, and with a rally- 
ing cry the boys charged. The 
country, which is composed of a 
succession of hills, gave the enemy 
considerable advantage, as they 
could choose the most defensive po- 
sitions, but the enthusiasm of our 
men exceeded anything I have wit- 
nessed since I have been in the ser- 
vice. They had an open field and 
a specific duty — all they ever want. 
Over hill and dale they chased the 
flying Yankees, driving them h'Om 
crest to crest for a sweeping mile, 
when, as they hurried over a ridee a 
trifle higher than the rest, they 
came upon the line of battle of the 
foe, drawn up in splendid array, 
covering our front (which was com- 
posed, as you are aware a skirmish 
front always is, of men scattered five 



li. Utul. Ben]. W. Gnawjli, of PetetvburK. Vm. 
W. Cipl. Cliu. K. WaddeU, of Petenburc. Vk. 
17. Usui. Wm. L«*tb. or Petunbura, Vs. 
IK. CkpL John T. C-lemeQUi. of Peienburv. Va. 
IR. CkiiI. tto. R. BottUun, at W«t PolDl. Vm. 
-JO. rapt. K P. ft'oll, of Oreennille countr. Va 
;il , t.-Bpt. Kdvrmid W Unneb. it EUchmntid. Va. 
£ ckpt. Itlch*<) W. juoB. tbca ol GnxaaviUe 
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w ten yards apart,) with a. solid col- 
in double ranks, and sweep- 
g around to our right with a heavy 
ikiti^ party, that now poured 
lown a pen as. 

' "We tnriied to find our supporting 
, hut to our surprise it was not 
-i.:lit. How to get back to our 
■ w;i8 now the question. We 
■ 1. warned, on starting, that we 
I:: lit iiU be taken prisoners, but 
-■.I I il that we would be recaptur- 
t. .1 rather doubtful consolation, 
■p''(i:illy to officers, since the pro- 
^dutnution of President Davis has 
tot a stop to paroling There was 
Me time for discussion, so a 'fall 
urk' rang out over the line, and 
little line came back in order, 
aing at every fence to deliver a 
on the advancing line. Before 
e distance to our Ijne was half ac- 
nmplished, the enemy charged our 
pi^bt from a body of woods that 
ted the field in which we were, 
ind cat off some prisoners, but the 
~ain body recovered their position, 
1 order, having successfully and 
illantly accomplished the purpose 
tor which they were detailed. 
"In this engagement Capt. Banks 
[ received the severe wound from 
■liich be now suffers, and the com- 
B-Aand of our company devolved on 
IVacon Martin, ^^ as I was acting ad 
■jntaiit of the regiment. At this 
^oint Capt. Bowden went to the 
ir Bick, and Lieut. Pollard^4 took 
fflmand of Company B. 
_ "Another night on our arm and un- 
der shelling. 

"Satarday morning about ten we 
were moved to the left to support 
t battery which was playing upon 
the enemy from the left of the turn- 
pike. Here Lieut. Martin was 
wounded, and I applied for permis- 
' u'dd to take command of his com- 
[ pany, now without an officer, which 

I SL Lieut Xnt'l Miu-'un MiLr(ln.urPi'Li'r<.li[ire'. Vii. 
I X CtfU Thos, F. PuUBrJ, uf 



was granted. By this time the ubi- 
quitous Jackson, with Ewell's, A. 
P. Hill's and Ehodes' divisions had 
got well around to our left, and was 
in position to attack the main body 
of the enemy on the road leading to 
Ely's Ford to Chancellorsville. Gen. 
Lee established his headquarters 
immediately on the plank road, a 
mile below Chancellorsville, and our 
division was drawn up in front of 
him, and at right angles to the road. 

"During Saturday afternoon the 
left of our division was heavily en- 
gaged, and the centre and right 
slightly. About midnight the most 
tremendous cannonade along our 
front announced that Stonewall had 
opened on Chancellorsville. By 
dawn the batteries on our right and 
rear opened, and we soon had a full 
opportunity of enjoying that most 
ticklish of sensations, 'standing a 
shelling.' You can make no resis- 
tance, of course, and the villainous 
projectiles howl about your ears like 
80 many mad demons shrieking out 
death-knell and doom. 

"Gradually the lines were contract- 
ed and our division advanced a cou- 
ple of hundred yards nearer and un- 
der full play of the batteries atChan- 
cellorsville. Hooker had despatched 
to the army before Fredericksburg 
to cross over, an he had wMi^ped ii.» 
ahove, and a cannonading in that 
quarter notified us that the battle 
was joined above and below. It be- 
came necessary now to redouble ef- 
forts on the left, and the shot and 
shell hailed upon the earthworks at 
Chancellorsville. Cheer after cheer 
broke forth as the line advanced, and 
finally those of us who were in a 
position to see the Yankee works, 
soon observed the lines wavering. 
About 10 a white Bag rose over the 
enemy's works, and Chancellorsville 
was ours, For two hours a heavy 
cannonading on our extreme right 
told us that the the second column 
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of the enemy had crossed at Fred- 
erickBburg. Here they made a. vig 
orouB dasTi, captured Heven pieces of 
the WashiDgton Artillery, two regi- 
raeatH of Barkfldale'» brigade, and 
were pressing our lines, when Gen. 
Lee, DOW relieved of the enemy in 
his front, pushed us down towards 
Fredericksburg, We occupied the 
left of the line of battle, ana the en- 
gagetuetit began again on the after- 
noon of Sunday, the battle raging 
in a semi circle from the plank road 
near Salem Cliurch to Marye's bill, 
already historic in the defence of 
Fredericksburg. 

"We had now a fresh army in our 
frout, though smaller by a third thuu 
that we bad whipped in the moru- 
ing; and although the night was 
closing in we renewed the attack. 
In two hours the enemy fell back, 
and on the river road leading from 
Fredericksburg along the river bank 
to United States Ford. Parallel with 
this line the army was now placed, 
and preparations were made to pre- 
vent an advance. Every hill was 
crowned with a battery, and the in- 
trenchments that our men hud been 
digging with much toil for the last 

*Tu wbut Juil||[u Kolley wruto In rvepi-ct hi 
thi> kUoq DF>r aaltim oD SuDday ftltttmoun, 
«utl iw to what was done the Dext day. 1 
m*j' properl; add (he following, written In 
mv diary Monday. Hay 4, 1SE3: 

Arrii^iiff at a pttliit near Salem Church, 
our brlftade was Slud off to the left <aorth> 
nt the plank road and moved tothet-xtreme 
leTt <tl the line uii this side. Ver^- soon the 
sklnntiihers got to work and at^tion began 
In nuoest. Ourr«giiueDt Tared to the reax, 
tM4ng ou eitrasue Intt. did not partlol- 
p«t«. but wfts »spi*8<>d tt> both miiUe balls 
and sh«ll8. losing threi* at tour m»n slight- 
Ly wouud^. Th^ tlst. 6tb. l«th uid Slet, 
I beliew, were all at times eiigagnl. The 
s(ruMl« tot a liMiK time spened tu be o( 
T«C7 iWbtruI Issue. Jtt tlmt^ t thtHight it 
'«w«M gu agKlnat us. but afUr an kuar or 
•o tha Iring eMued and cheers bvnt our 
bogra anniniwari th« rwnlt. The tmmttj 
WN* bMtMi bMk ud ntiRd mom Mf 
Mlla. VtatONTlonartbeln WW I h«T« 
iliiiiiilirtlaiiiiiit iiBlj Ifcil Ihij Ml 



two months, came into useful play. 
In them we spent Monday and Mon- 
day night.* From that time until the 
present we have been marching up 
and down these infamous roads, up 
to our knees in the tenacious mud of 
this forsaken country, expectui|r 
every moment to meet one or the 
other of the two armies that have 
been balancing across the river each 
day of the past week. 

"At every turn of every road we 
came upon lou^f squads of prisoners 
and wagon trains of guns and ac- 
coutrements, while so precipitate 
was the retreat that at every step 
we found the most valuable articles 
thrown away in the flight. Nearly 
every man in the regiment supplied 
himself with a rubber cloth, and a 
Yankee 'shelter tent,' and the camp 
is supplied with an unlimited assort- 
ment of Yankee stationery. 

"Such, in a few paragraphs is a 
'notion' of the way in which we 
have moved during the week that 
closed yesterday. Of the general 
battle, the papers and the official 
bulletins will tell you all. I antici- 
pate the most gratifying results from 
this battle, 'fhe execution of the 

thi; fluid strewn vtitb thuirdeud and wound- 
ed . I have heard we t'aptured 500 prisoners, 
many of whom threw down their arms 
and ran Into our lioee. At night our line ot 
battle seemed to remain unohanged. Early 
Ma morning our brigade shifted po«ltJon 
further to the left. The sldnuishers com- 
mence work again, the bullets whizzing 
past US. We expect ever; momeal to get 
into avtion. The Bring somewb«t ceaaea 
and we move Turther around to the left, un- 
til tiniiUy we get to our present position In 
an excellent riQ» trencb commanding th« 
fields in front of u«. We s*e the enemy's 
batteries In position at'iose the rivet. Odo« 
ur twioe une batteiy of ours to our left has 
exchanged shots with them. We learn that 
Eariy's division now otvupies Uaiye's HUI 
at FlMlericksburg, and that the enemy are 
being driT«ii up tble way — also that w« 
have tfaan itrenmed in above u«. lbe«rwe 
captervd yeelMday and tbe day before over 
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Conscription Act, difficult at all times, 
■ill probably be imposttible under 
the depressing circnmstances of auch 
a defeat, and the le-enliBtmeat of the 
nine mouths and two yeam men, no 
confidently counted on by the Abo- 
litioDists, is now put beyond hope. 

"All the prisoDerel have conversed 
vith, and I have spoken to several, 
seemed absolntely to enjoy their con- 
dition, and to consider the tramp to 
Richmond a pleasure excursion. 

'Captain Banks acted with the most 
oonspicuons gallantry and coolness 
throughout, and when he received 
the severe wound which disabled 
him. be was at the head of the men 
cheering them on. Car? Batte's 
behaviour was equally creditable, 
and we all feel that we have lost an 
excellent soldier, and a moHt amia 
ble and exemplary man. 

"Excuse this very stupid letter, but 
really I am so tired and generally 
used np that I can scarcely write in 
telligibly. 

"When [ reflect on the vastly hu 
perior numbers of the enemy , on 
their perfect organizatiou and equip 
ment, and then recall, as I now do, 
the magnificent earthworks they 
threw np — far the most perfect I have 
ever seen — with which they fortified 
their lines— three deep^I am amaz 
ed that we were able to carry their 
first line. 

"All that we have endured, and 
mnch more, will be nothing, if it as 
sists towards the early restoration of 
an honorable peace, and this infer 
ual tithing of our blood may come to 
an end, and we may once more shake 
hands under a flag established, and 
with a name recognized as it merits 
to be, the bravest of the youngest of 
tbe oations. 

"Tours very truly, 

"A. M, K." 

The following is the letter of Col. 
^eild: 



"PETEBBBUBQ, Va., 

"June 11th, 1892.)' 
"Geo. 8. Bernard, Esq. 

"Dear Sir: Complying with your 
request to give my recollections of 
the battle of Chancellorsville, and 
particularly of the part taken by the 
12th Virginia regiment, of Mahone's 
brigade, with sbch incidents as carae 
within my personal knowledge, I 
will now give an account of this cam 
paign, with its incidents, as I now 
recall them : 

"Early in the spring of 1863, Ma- 
hone's (Virginia) brigade and Po 
aey's (Mississippi) brigade were 
moved from the vicinity of Freder 
icksburg, Va., some ten or twelve 
miles west, and were placed in posi- 
tion to watch the Federals then com- 
manded by Gen. Hooker, and to dis 
pute their passage of the Rappa- 
hannock should they attempt to 
cross at United States Ford, or of 
the Bapidan, should they attempt to 
cross at Ely's or Germanna Ford. 
A detail was immediately sent from 
the two brigades to bridge the river 
at Germanna. Capt. .T. Edward Ty- 
ler, ^'■> of Co. D of the 12th Virginia 
regiment, of which I was then in 
command as its lieutenant -colonel 
(its colonel, Col, D. A. Weisiger, not 
yet having recovered from a severe 
wound received in the battle of 
Second Manassas), was placed in 
charge. 

"Forseveral days nothing interest- 
ing or exciting occurred in our new 
camp, except the almost nightly cry 
of 'pole-cat!' 'polecat!!' from some 
sentinel, repeated by every man 
awake in camp, which always crea 
ted considerable excitement until the 
men were satisfied that the strong- 
smelling little animal had been fright- 
ened off. 

"I think it was about one o'clock ol ■ 
tbe 2!)th day of April that two cav-' 
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alrymen reported to Gen. Mahotie 
that tlie enemy were crossingr 
at all three of tlie fords, and 
bad captured all of the detail at 
Germanna. We were immediately 
put under arms (the wagons, &c., 
bein^ sent to the rear) and moved, 
with two pieces of artillery, westward 
to a point near the Chancellorsville 
house. Here we were placed into 
position with Mahone's brigade on 
the Ely's Ford road to the right, and 
Posey 8 on the plank road to the 
left, about a quarter of a mile dis- 
tant. Being ordered by Gen. Ma- 
hone to throw forward one of my 
fiompanios, I directed Capt. Banks, 
of Co. E, to advance along the road 
and take position a half mile in our 
front. Almost continuously during 
this night there was a fall of rain, 
which was exceedingly disagreea 
ble, but there was no disturbance 
by the enemy. Before daylight next 
morning (April 30th), I directed 
Oapt, Thos. F. Owens, with his com- 
pany (Co. H),toreHeve Capt. Banks' 
company and to instrnethim (Banks) 
to report to the regiment. Soon af- 
ter day a member of Co, H, return- 
ing to camp, brought information 
that his company had been charged 
by a number of f ederal cavalry, and 
that, their guns being wet and tailing 
to fire, the men could offer but little 
resistance, and he thought that the 
entire company, himself excepted, 

•In my diary 1b the following eutrj: 



"filtife last wrote, glalas ut things vry 
muuh changed. Eneray got acniss yester- 
day or day bpforp at Kelley'e or Ely's Ford, 
and yesterday afternoon their advance wae 
wltliin a mile and a halt of Chancel lore ville 
on Ety'B Fold road. Our company sent tor- 
ward deployed asBkinnishereyoBterdfty af- 
ternoon — encountered their advance abtiut 
one and a hall miles beyond <N. W. of) 
Chanoelloi'sville. We were Immediately de. 
Iil<)ypd on both sldeB of the road, lint nelih- 



had been captured — a serious loss 
to the regiment,* 

"About seven o'clock (I think) Gen. 
Mabone rode up to me and said: 
'Col. Feild, Gen. Anderson has deter- 
mined to do now what I advised him 
to do last night, that is, to fall back 
to the Wooden Church, about two 
miles on the road to Fredericksburg. 
Had this been done last night under 
cover of darkness, it could have been 
done without loss ; but now we will 
have to retreat in the face of a large 
force of cavalry, and I have deter- 
mined to leave you here, with your 
regiment, to cover my retreat.' 

"He then informed me that Gen. 
Posey would leave one of his regi- 
ments on the plank road to cover 
his retreat, and at the same time to 
keep me from being flanked from 
that direction, and that the com- 
mandant of neither regiment should 
retire without first informing the 
other. He then instructed me to 
retire outside of the field and place 
my men in position across the road 
from Ely's Ford, along which he 
would retreat, and there to remain 
exactly thirty minutes after the last 
of his brigade had passed, and then 
to fall back to the Wooden Church 
as rapidly as possible. 

"About ten minutes after the last 
of our troops had retired, a Federal 
general, with a staff and body guard 
about one hundred strong, came out 

er party llred. At 24 thltt morning we wer* 
relieved by the Norfolk Jiintore (Co. Hi." 

It was late in the evening, near sunnet, 
when the men at the head ot our comjiany, 
marching by tlie llanb down the ra&d to- 
wards the (uJvanclug enemy, saw a. hundred 
or two yardB alieod ot them a f>!w ot the 
enemy meeting us, when some said. "There 
they are!" and we were at once deployed as 
skirmlBherB in the dense woods, there to re- 
main in the damp undergrowth In ellenop 
until relieved hy the Norfolk .Juniors, not 
knowing at what minute there would be a. 
dash upon us. To state that it wae a 
gloomy, dlBagreiial)Ie, night to all o[ as la 
unnecessary. 
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of the woods on the opposite side thirty mimiteB, which time bad not 
o( the field, about half a mile die- expired, and knowing full well my 
tuit firom ns, and riding down to inability to cope with so large a 
fte farm honse about threehundred force with only '250 muskets, I aent 

rds in onr front, turned into the an order to Capt. Jones to halt his 

"d, from which place, with his column, form a line of battle across 
. field-glasses, he made a survey of the road and await instructions. 
things generally and of the 12th "Whentheenemygotwithinabout 
regiment in particular, and then re- 400 yards of us, they slackened their 
tired slowly by the same route by pace and pushed forward a line of 
which he came. My men werevery skirmishers. When these skirmish- 
«Dxioas indeed to fire at them, but ere had gotten within about 250 
I would not allow them, knowing yards of us I gave the command to 
well that their fire wouldbringlarge fire, and of the 250 muskets not a 
reinforcements to the aid of the single one fired. The strain of that 
general.t moment was the most severe that I 

"Aftertwentyminutesof thethirty had during the war. My first 
minutes allowed me had expired, I thought was tliat the men would be 
Bent a message to the officer com- completely demoralized, and that we 
mandicg the Mississippi regiment were at the mercy of the enemy now 
on the plank ro.id on the left that I rapidly advancing, without power 
sboold fall back promptly in ten to resist, I haveoftenthoughtaince 
minntes. The officer bearing the how great a mistake I made on that 
message returned hurriedly and in occasion, and how little at that time 
formed me that the Mississippi I knew of the fine material of which 
Kgiment had already retired, the l'2th regiment was made, for not a 
Knowing that we were hable at any man left the line, bat the men went to 
moment to be flanked in that direc- picking the tubes of their gans with 
tion, I ordered Capt. R. W. Jones, pins and re-eapping them. The 
of Co. I, my next in command, to bringing down of the guns to the 
take charge of the left wing of the aim caused the enemy's skirmishers 
t^meat, about 250 strong, and fall to halt and dismount, and my men, 
back to the turnpike and there form re-capping their wet guns, soon open- 
Hne of battle and await my arrival ed a scattering fire, which keptthem 
with the rightwing. Hehad gotten in check until I was ready to retire, 
but a short distance when the ene- which I did by falling back through 
my , seeing the movement (I sup- the woods immediately in my rear 
pose ), came forward from the woods until on a line with the left wing of 
on the opposite side of thefield with the regiment. The enemy's skir- 
a heavy force of cavalry, and moved mishera, when they dismounted, got 
down on as at qnite a rapid pace. behind their horses and fired over 

"Remembering well the positive their backs at us. I now took 
and emphatic instructions given by charge of the left wing and ordered 
Gen. Mahone to hold my position Capt. Jones to take charge of the 

tTTip algbt of thiB btxly of Fedeml ciiv- greattliffleulty that they could be reetralned 

Urroien riding into the yard of thH resi- From giving the blue eouts a shot. Id my 

■iMioe ImmediBtely in oiir front and survey- diary Ib the following entry; "WeBee"-- 

tnU us Roemlngly with such cool aeeurance eoemy'B advance ride up to nlthtu two h 

u ve Uy behind a fence not two hundred hundred yards of ue. How Impudent they 

]rard» distant vae. Indeed exulting. The look m they Qie into line and ait on their 

nii-o hart their Kiins cocked and It was with horses, surveying us!" 
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right wing a,ad form another liue of 
battle across the road, 200 yards in 
rear. We retreated in this way until 
the enemy ceased to follow. We 
had skirmishiDg: for some distance, 
but the enemy did not press us and 
could not flank us, being unable to 
reach us except by the road, on ac- 
count of the thickness of the woods. 
When we reached the turnpike road, 
Gen. Mahone and staff were awaiting 
us. The general appeared very glad 
to see me, for, riding up, he offered 
fais hand aud said : 'I am glad to see 
you, sir. I thought that you and your 
whole regiment were captured. I 
heard the firing and thought it was 
in your rear.' We moved on to the 
Wooden Church, and there took po- 
sition on the right of the line and 
dug rifle pits until the evening.t: 

"The strain on our nerves was con- 
siderable the whole day. We knew 
that Hooker's whole army was in 
our front and that we had only 4,000 
men to oppose him, and the balance 
of Lee's army from ten to twenty- 
five miles distant. 

"Just before night I was ordered to 
extend the line by deploying a por- 
tion of my regiment as skirmishers, 
and later to extend the line still fur- 
ther to prevent our being flanked. 
Consequently, I had nearly the whole 
regiment deployed as skirmishers. 
I shall never forget the groans and 
oaths of Lieut. E. P. Scott.:iOof Co. 
F, who had joined us about ten 
o'clock that night. He had been 



tin oiy diary appuai-s the Following entry 
mnde on the momiiig of the 1st of May, 
describing the retreat: 

"Our company brought up the rear some 
quarter or a mile behind the balance ol the 
brigade. Wben we reached the point In the 
road opposite here we (lied off to the lelt 
(east), and after resting an hour or two 
soon change position and get Into line of 
battle. A few ahots on our left ttill that the 
enemy have oome up. Towards evening we 
learn that by morning we are to be re-in- 
forccd. The divisions of Early, A. P. Hill 



home on leave, and was not due i 
camp until the 1st of May. _ _ 
Mahone was always very severe i 
both officers and men for over-stfty^j 
ing their time, and Scott knowing^ 
this and not knowing exactly where* 
to find hiscommand.saidhe thought; 
that it was best to start a day before. ■ 
The consequence was that he was 
groaning, and cursing his luck for 
having to go into the fight the next 
day with a furlough in his pocket, 
about which all soldiers become su- 
perstitious. 

Just before day on themorningot 
May 1st a brigade came up and I 
had orders to assemble the skirmish- 
ers on the left of the regiment, and 
the brigade that had just arrived 
was ordered to fill the place vacated 
by the skirmishers. I remember 
that the arrival of this brigade made 
me feel much more comfortable, for 
it meant that other troops would 
soon follow. Gen. Mahone had hia 
headquarters at a small house on 
the turnpike road, about lOU yards 
to the rear of our lines. Aboutsun- 
rise I walked up to see him and 
found him washing his face at the 
well in front of the bouse. Seeing 
a genera) officer and staff, some 20<) 
yards off, examining our breast- 
works, I asked Gen. Mahone what 
officer that was. His reply was : 
'Don't you know, sir? Why, that 
is Gen. Jackson.' Never in my Ufa 
did I hearanythingthateshiliarated 
me more than his reply, for, from 

and MoLaws I41 uome up. Last night Oen. 
Semmea' brlgatle tuok position immediately 
ou our right. Wilcox's was already on our 
extreme right. Soon after night we begin to 
throw up broaBtwork8--at least our vegl- 
menc. I learn we have a line now from ^Is 
point to tlie road. The work seemii now 
(about 8 A. H.I to be ended. We expected 
an attack from the eoemy the Urst tiiliut 
this morning. We are ready for them aow^ 





baving been very much depressed ment with these pieces of artillery 

■ibont our army during the eutire down this road. You will find a 

wevious evening: and night, the stroug: picket in the house ahead of 

aiowledge of Jacksou's presence you, and on the hillbeyondastrong' 

made me confident that everything skirmish line. Detach one of your 

would be all right, and that we had companies to drive in the pickets. 

another victory before us to add to Deploy a sufficient number of your 

the large number already gained companies as skirmiBhera — if neces- 

over the Army of the Potomac. sary, the whole regiment — and drive 

"Looking now down the road to- in the Yankee skirmishers. I wish 

wards Fredericksburg, as far as the you to drive them. Drive them 

eye could reach, I could see a solid quickly, and until you find the ene- 

mitas of men moving towards us. I my's line of battle. I expect that 

went back immediately to the bri- you and your whole regiment will 

gade and quickly communicated the be captured, but we have a trap set 

news to the different reeiments and for them, and we will re-capture 

(oand that the effect of the news you,' 

was as inspiriting on the men as on "I directed Capt. Banks, with his 
myGelf. company, to advance ahead of the 

"A short time after this we were all artillery and drive the pickets from 
eating our breakfast, when Capt. the house. ^ He soon reported that 
Eobertson Taylor, assistant adjutants they were too strong for him, and 
general on Mahone's staff, rode up asked for reinforcements, 
and directed me to get my regiment "Remembering Mahone's orders 
under arms and report at Mahone's about haste in driving in the Yan- 
headquarters immediately. kee skirmishers, I determined to de- 

"I moved out quickly with my men ploy the entire regiment forward on 
in column of fours, and, receiving a centre, and at once. I gave the 
Bgn from Gen. Mahone to advance, order to that effect, at a double- 
rode on to the turnpike ahead of the quick. The Federal pickets, seeing 
regiment. Before reaching it I saw that they were about to be Hanked 
two pieces of artillery in the road, on both sides, quickly fell back on 
»ith their horses' heads towards the their skirmish line on the hill. The 
enemy. I thought this strange, but regiment now advanced rapidly with 
8 my surprise when riding up a yell, and, striking the enemy's 
_'en. Mahone, he said: 'Col. skirmishers on the Mil, routed them 
Peild, I wish you to take your regi- and followed them for a long dis- 

•Mr. Hlchflrd B. Davis, o[ Poteraburg. short distance up tlie road, and soeing our 

Va.. a, member oF the Petersburg Riflemen, thin Hue of etclroilshere advanciuR Iwe hiMl 

Wis the tollowing incident, of which I re- only thirty-two men in iino) , and frlghten- 

aember bearing at the time of the battle ud about out of her wits at the prospect of 

tma the mun who were on the north side the Impending collision, with wild gestiou- 

•( the tumpiice where it occurred: lations, pointing in the direction of the en- 

"Ab we were passing up the I'oad In the emy, and in tones of most earnest entreaty, 

direction of Chanuellorsvllls and had near- exclaimed to us, 'Oil, tor God's salte, don't 

breached that point at which Capt. Hilt gouptherel Don'tgoup there!! Thereare 

Cuier'e horse was afterwards killed, we thousandB of them up there aJid they will 

to a small hut on the north aide of the kill every one of you all !' This she rupeat- 

baving a broad rocli chimney extend- od several times, moat earnestly. Some of 

Ing nearly aoruxe the erid of the house next us said to her as we approached and passed 

to us. Behind this chimney there stood an by her, 'Never mind, old lady, we've got a 

iflid colored woman, who, appearing to know plenty ol men just behind us to take care 

'^'' there was a large foroe of the enemy a of those Yankees. Don't be alarmed.' " 



tance before finding their line of company, but by his regiment and 

battle, which was compoaed of regn- brigade. His wound received on 

lars and before whom we in turn had this occapi on disabled him perma- 1 

' to retreat rapidly. We were very neatly. I 

close to their concealed line of bat- "After tliia the regiment was i 

tie before I diacovered it. The fire allowed to rest some houi-s, for the I 

was so great that we lost very heav- men were exhausted from their great | 

ily in this engagement,amongthose exercise. Towards evening we wera) 

lost being some of our beat officers ordered to rejoin the brigade, wbioh 

and men. I saw Capt, Banks, of moved to the west and took position 

Company E, shot down about thirty in front of the Chancellors villa 

yards to my left on its retreat, and house, S 

several of its best men were cap- "Nothing of importance occurred 

tured while taking him behind a until the next afternoon. We were^ 

house for safety. Capt. Banks was passing in therearof some artillen, , 

a very gallant officer, a man who the brigade moving by the left flani^ 

always obeyed orders, and required my regiment being in the rear, when 

his own to be obeyed. His loss was Gen. McLaws rode up and asking 

very severely felt,- not only by his me my name and regiment, ana 

Sin my dlatj, on the 2Qd of Mny, I wrote ttrtd about, aowe in the open field n()t tiltf 
out the following account of the fight u[ the yards from the fence. we Immediately I 
day before: open fire upon tbem, which they tetum.uutl 

"About 11 o'clock yesterday morning left we then advance quite up to the fence, fliv 
our entrenchments, our brigade leading, ing as rapidly hb possible, the enemy retlp- 
> Upon reaching point where entrench in ont ing and our boys in One spirits. Immedl-^ 

eroBaes the road. our company wassentfor- ately on our right we see their mounted I 
ward as Hklrmlshere. and when getting one men galloping for life trooi out of the woods 
and a half miles down the road, in front of and several of them are dropped. BatabeMl' 
our breastworkH, we were deployed — first of us. In the open field, we Boe a line of tat-j 
. platoon on the right of the roaid. aecond on tie, a. regimitnt or two, perhaps more, aboofi, 

the left — and having advanced thus about a 150 yards distant, which. Facing to their leR> | 
quarter of a mile, came up with a tew of oar com menoe to march at a double quick to thcAF' 
cavalry skirmiaherB. and also with the en- left, as It for the purpose of getting on o«r 
Biny's akirmishers, who were cavalry and right Qank. Some of us fire at them, when 
Infantry, or cavalry mounted and dismomit- many of this line of the enemy are seen to 
ed.and were InfuU view about three hun- fall, or atop as if to avoid our balle, and 
dred yardaacroBB an open field. We Imme- some of them to return our fire. Imniedf- 
diately commenced firing, the enemy re- ately now they commence to advance upon 
turning our fire very briskly, their mounted us and we are ordeii-d to fall back, the epe- 
raen acting voiy gallantly. Butwecontin- my tiring as they advance. It was a tigbt 
ued to go forward until we reached their time. Heated and fatigued, we could 
position and had advanced about two hun- scarcely get along, and many gave up from 
dred yards beyond it, after which wu fell sheer es ha ustlon and were captured. But 
bach to near the position held by the ene- backward we moved until, scattured and 
my whfn first seen by us. Here therestof broken, we reached the point whore our 
our reginienl, difployed ae skirmishers and company flret fired upon the skirmlsbera. 
advancing beautifully. Joined us, and there Here we found therestof our brigade drawn 
the whole line halted for about ten minuteH, up in a line of battle and also some &rtiU«- 
durlngwhichtlme one or two pieces of our ry, Xbe enemy ailvance stj II and a volley 
artiUery opened on the enemy. Bring over ie exchanged with our troops, their arUlleiJ 
our heads. Now the order to advance was having now opened. Our regiment boob 
given, and the whole line of sklrmiahers. rallies somewhat to the rear, and muster 
Jumping over a wicker fence behind which only 75 or 100, although it entered the W- 
we had been lying, rush through a little tion with about iOO." 

patch of chlnijuapln growth, and upon get- The above note is long, but I must add an 
ling within fifty yards of the fence encloa- incident or two not therein recorded: 
I Ing thp thicket, we see the blue coats scat- When we first began to fire upon thn ene- 
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J told, ordered me to halt my 

__Deot sad support the artillery, 

Ji about fifty yards in our front. 

Bimni«diately baited and sent for- 

i to Geo. Maboiie to notify bim. 

Bivingr my message, he came 

kek at ODce, and learning that I 

1 been instructed by Gen. Mc- 

9 to support this artillery, he 

rdered me to make room with uiy 

tgimeut to the right so that he 

Imald get the whole brigade in po 

1, saying, with considerable em 

is, that no one regiment of his 

ide should support (wenii/ 

« of artillery. While we were 

itbat position there was an artil- 

,lwy dnel between some pieces of 

tfiie artillery and some of tue Fede- 



ral guns at Chancellorsville, but did 
not last long, and I only remember 
that Lieut. N. Macon Martin was 
wounded,! 

"Later in the afternoon we moved 
to the left and took position to the 
left and immediately on the plank- 
road, and it was at this point that I 
saw more of Gen. Lee than during 
any battle of the war. 

"Four regiments of the brigade 
were now on the skirmish line under 
the command of Col. Rogers, of the 
6th, with only the 12tb regiment 
in reserve, and for four miles 
in Hooker's immediate front we had 
only a skirmish line to oppose him, 
while Jackson was passing to the 
rear. Gen. Lee sat on his horse a 



f Iwoul-in-t.' 

y diary early Sundaiy morning, May 
. j, I made the (ollowtng entry: 
tJTr«8l«rday dftpmooo about :)1 o'clock 
niliiide utivt^ about a quarter u[ a mile to 
ItaLdeor turnpike and took position be- 
''i « battery (2QdBlchmund Howitzers) 
ted about ftlty varde From our I'eglment 
■ tlie brow of ahill. This battery immp- 
htelj op**aed ou Che <>iiemy, nbo replied 
Mb gteM spirit. It did one good, in epite 
W th« (Treat danger we wi^re in. to s(!e bow 
I'teauUfuIly the uien at the piecee worked. 
After about flftuen ininiitcs' time a eheei' 
ri-iDi t.hi' boyg at tli«gunH announced the ro- 
^lilt . Tbe enemy'^ battery was completely 
•h1--ii<'-'>). There were eome BasiialtieH In 
our c<-i;iuieiit — .'> mi'H wounded by pieces of 



shell— among Iheni Lieut. Macon Martin, 
commanding our company." 

Our fifteen minuten' experience lying on 
the slope of a hill, upon the brow of which 
stood the guDB of the Richmond battery in 
hot action with those of the enemy, whose 
shot and shell every few seconds were skim- 
ming the ereet where the Confederate guns 
were posted, was one never to be forgotten. 
I remember watching the men at the gune 
work, with the intonsest anxiety, and lying 
where I was in line Immediately In rear of 
one of tbe gune. juet about nfty yards up 
the hlli. the raen and gune were strongly 
outlined against the sky. and actually 
seemed to grow In size as the action pro- 
gressed. The artillerists bandied the pieces 
with a, rapidity and precision of movement 
that seemed niBrvelous, and their work at 
the guuB was almost fascinating. But that 
cheer which announced the silencing of the 
Federal batteiy was one of tbe moat wel- 

*Mr. Blchard B. Davis gives tbe follow- 
ing graphic account of this artillery duel: 

"Finding that the battery was composed 
of a section of one of the companies of the 
Blchmond Howitzers, I went up to the guns, 
along with one or more members ot our 
company, to £«e if any of our friends In tbe 
Howitzers were thei'e. Finding at least 
one of these present, w« staid there some 
little time in conversation with the artUtery- 
men and were told by them that they had 
been stationed at the place they occupied to 
prevent the enemy from putting a iMittery 
upon a hill they pointed out some distance * 
beyond them In the direction of Chanoel- 



great deal of the time immediately jutant-^ener&l, Capt. Robertsoo Tay- 
in the rear of our regiment, and you lov, who, a moment later, dashed 
could see a shade of anxiety not forward, and in a short time Rogers 
only on his face, but also on that of was certainly obeying orders, for 
Gen. Mahone. Whilst here I saw a the firing in our front was terrific. 
shell explode immediately over Gen. "During this heavy fire in our 
Lee's Ijead. I was lying on the front, brought about by Gen. Lee's 
ground at the time, behind a little order, I saw a large body of men 
breast-work, and watching him coming down the line from our right 
closely, but did not dee a muscle of almost at a double quick. The eoe 
hia face move, nor did his horse my at the time were shelling as fn- 
dinch. 8oon after this there was a riously, but this did not seem to 
lull in the firing in our front. I have had any effect on the spirits of 
heard Gen. Lee tell Gen. Mahone to the men, for some of our men, rec- 
order the officer commanding his ognizing the men of the Floridet 
skirmish line to feel the enemy, brigade, greeted them with 'Hello, 
to feel them 'pretty heavily, pretty turkey ! Hello, turkey I' and in m. 
heavily.' These were hie words, moment the whole of the entire two 
Gen. Mahone turned to his ad regiments was hallooing out, th^ 

lomvllle atid i>ii tlm nurlh slOe at Ctie mad. wiluesued tbo utter dlsuumforturp aad re — 

Tbey told us that they hail iiieasiired the tirfment of the hostile battory. 
distance to this hill and bod their nmmiinl- "We passed overthlsground the next lUy 

tlon prepared Hecordlnglf, aud that. If the on our way bock to Fredericksbui^ to op— 

euemy shouldattempttoputabattery there, piise the advance ot the enemy from tlimA 

they (the enemy) would have a very warm direction, ar.d I saw the remains of the as — 

time ot it. While we were talliing a batte- ploded caissons and the dead body of a maV3 

ry of Federal artillery oami^ dashing down lyins directly under one of them, 
the road from the direction of Chance ilors- "The Impetuous advance of the battery • 

ville, and wheeling into the lield at the In full gallop bb I now remember It, and tb^ 

point on the talU they were expected to 00- unerring and destructive Bre of ourmeim* 

cupj. went into battery and commenced pouring a veritable showerot Iron upon th^ 

Bring, all of which was done in II time hard- devoted men and beasts belonging to th^ 

ly longer than It liaH taken me tn tell of it. battery, are now oh vividly before m^ 

kn they came up, howevei, our artillery mind'!' eye as they appeared upon ttut' 

friends, true to their promise, commenced memorable day. and often have I told my 

firing very rapidly, and with such accuracy boys ot this well -remembered incident." 
as to kill one or two toame ot the enemy's Mr. Jos. V.L.MeCreery,of Elchmond.V*.. 

horses, blowupone or moreottbelrcaissons who, as a sergeant in the First Howltser 

and disable some of their guns. Every shell Company of Virginia Artillery, took paitlB 

from the Confederate guns seemed Ut burst this aitlllery duel, states that the BitlllafT 

riuht at the mouths ot the enemy's cannon, engaged was not the Second (Rlchmondi 

and. although I was very much scared and Howitzers, but bis company, the First 

anxious to get bock to my placn in the line iRIchmondl Howitzers (as the company ' 

of battle. I could not resist the temptation was commonly known), commanded bk 

to stay a little while and watch the effect of ('apt. Edward S. McCarthy, who, wiw 

the shots from our artillery. I did not. how- Lieuts. K. M. Anderson and J. M. Nimmo, 

ever, stay long at this place, but I'an back and Serg'ts W. H. Bloekador, J. V. L. Ho- 

tomy ploceinline.wherelfound thatLleut, Creery, D. S. McCarthy. Sclater and Mod- 

Macon Martin had been struck on the cure directed the llrtng ot the two guui «( 

toothy a piece ot one ot the enemy's Hbells. thebattery engaged, wlilch two guns, wltha 

In a very tew minutes thereafter I heard tikenumberof gunsot Capt.Manly'siNocth 

the shout ot our artilleryaien BS the enemy CBroilnai battery, partklpati'd in the ao- 

retlred from the poeition they had attempt- lion with the enemy'd battery at this ptrint. 

ed to occupy. I do not think thei-e was as the loss in which was Private Natl W. SeU 

much as fifteen minutes of time from the den, kilted. andPrivaUiGeorge V.RIchard- 

llrst appearance ot the enemy's battery un- son, woimded, both Hi)wltKprB, 
til we heard the shouting ot our men as tliej- 
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men of one, 'Hello, turkey!' and enemy, but after maifhiuj; three or 
those of the other, 'Hello, Mabone!' fonr miles I was at a total Iosk as to 
We called our Florida friends 'tur- where we were fioiuj; anil what we 
keys' because they had killed Gen. were j^oius to 'l". Inii iliil iini I'eniaiu 
Uahoue's flock of turkeys, that had in thiM eiiiidiliim vny I'uiff. My 
strayed into their camp. The Flor- regiment waN llie righl' .>f Mubone's 
idians were goin^ to the support of britjade, and Mahone'.s brigade the 
Gen. Wripht, and tep minutes later right of Anderson's tUvision. This* 
suffered very heavy loss. plaeed the 12th regiment in fi-ont 

"Latethatevenine we heard guns of the column." Gen, Mahone'H po- 
lo our front and a little to our left, sitiou was a short dietanw in front 
which we knew to be Jackson's, for of the diWsiou, and mine in the rear 
when the report of the fii-at was of him. During this march the men 
heard, Gen. Mahone exclaimed : were more ngisy and eheerfid than 
'Thank God! There are Jackson's I had almost ever seen them. Yon 
guns!' The tire of both artillery eould seai-oejy hear anything that 
and musketry in that direction was wasgoingon. Everj' man was giving 
now very heavy, until after dark. his experience dm-ing the tight to 
■That night we slept on otii- aims bis neighbor, and erideutly thinking 
in line of battle. The next niorniiig ^^^^ ^^^ battle was o^-er and the vie- 
twlythefiKhtingwasresumed. Oiu' to'7 won. They would probably 
akirmiBh line waa advanced nearer have forced me to the same conclu- 
to the enemy's breastworks, and mv aion. bad I not noticed that Gen. 
K«iment advanced in the woods Mahone's spirits did not correspond 
«ine quarter of a mile from the po *>•''' Xho^ of the men under his 
nitiun of the even iug iR'fure. Here command. In fa£t, his face expreHs- 
te wer« under a heavy shelling, but *"1 dissatisfaction. At this time we 
from this position I <(nil.l sec much ^"^ \i-^ai.A nothing of Jackson's 
that was going on ulioul ( 'hit mr Mors- w^oi'Dd, or of the crossing of theene- 
vilfe. We capluiv.! ni;iiii-.-llors- my at Fi'edencksburg. 
Tille and about I,.jU(( priaoners thai "Riding in front of my regiment, I 
ttoming, and had scarcely halted saw a horseman coming down the 
there before we moved dow^l the turn road from the direction of Fi'eder- 
Jrike road towards Fredericksburg, icksburg at a fast gait, and thinking 
the whole of Anderson's division it probable that he had some oi-deiw 
with another ilirision (McLaws'. I I spuri'ed up my horse, so as to be 
think). After moving down the able to catch any message that was 
road a little, (!eu. Lee made his ap- to be delivered to Gen. Mahone, and 
pearauce uear the head of the c'ol- heard him say, 'Genei-al, Gen. Ear- 
amn. The jell that went up from ly says, "Come forward as rapidly 
file 10,000 men must have startled a« yon can. The enemy are advaue- 
Hie enemy, who had faUen batrk but ing." ' 

% short distance in the woods 1>etween ' 'Gen. Mahone turned in his saddle 
Mb and the river. I heard no cheer and seeing me, told me to make my 
Itoring the war to compare with this, men 'step out.' I reined up my 
When we were comniauded to move hoi-se tmtil the head of the regiment 
down the tninpike in columns of overtook me, and in a loud forced 
divisions, I thought it was to tVniu voice I gave the order to 'step out," 
two lines r.1' Iwltle and to atta<^-k the and it was wondertnl whni a quiet- 



i»g ett'ect this order had on the men, uatiue (ioiild staud — that I had t 

for it made them so quiet you might on the outpost for three nights s 

almost have heard a pin drop, was compelled to sleep, and woo] 

"Well did they know that this meant not be responsible if he sent me < 

another fight and that very quickly, the duty. He told me to move doi^ 

"We now moved forward rapidly this road and put my rt^ment :" 

until we I'eached Salem Church, position to resist an attark, to de-l 

about four miles from Fredericks- tach a company and send it two ^ 

burg, where we ran into line of l>at- hundred yards farther down the 'i 

tie hurriedly to the left of the turn- road, and then to go to sleep, all of j 

pike ruad, and in less than lire min- which I did. I slept soundly almost [ 

utes our skirmisherH were engaged, in water (the ground being very I 

We had hardly gotten in position, wet), until I was aroused the neit 

behind a ditch bank, when Gen. Ma- morning to get ready to tuake an 

hone ordered the brigade to move to attack on the enemy. The line of I 

the left and make room for Gen. battle beii^ formed, we moved on , 

Semmes' brigade, which, although the enemy's works and were very ' 

it looked very differently at the time, much siu-prised, and more pleased, ' 

was, as things turned out, a very for- to find that the enemy had left them 

tunate move for onr brigade, as the during the night and retired acroaa 

attack on our portion was very light, the river. We found most formid- 

and that on Gen. Semmes' front very able breastworks which would have 

heavy. cost us many of our lives had we 

"We whipped Sedgwick, and fore charged them. We also found large 

ed him to retire across the river the quantitiee of fixed ammunition and 

next night onder eonsidemble sheU- other stores that had been left by 

ing. After Sedgwick i-ecrossed the the enemy in their hasty retreat, 
river, we were moved back to attack "Thus ended the battle of Chan- 

that portion of the enemy left near cellorsvilte, one of the gr««t*8t vie- 

Chancellorsville, About" two hours tories won by the Army of Northern 

before starting on this march, we Virginia; for, with an army fifty, 

had one of the heavitfat rains I have M'^en thousand stroi^, Gen . Lee had 

ever seen fall, and as we advanced overcome Gen. Hooker, whose army 

along the plank road, we saw quite 'was one hundred and thirty-two 

a number of dead Federal soldiers thonsaud strong. 
who had been burie<l in theditch by "Your Comrade, 

the road and had been washed up "E. M. FEnjj," 

by the rain, and were being floated To the foregoing letter of Col. 

dowu the ditches by the running peild I will add the following re- 

*'**^r; . , ceived to-dav (June 27, 1S92) from 

"\Ve reached our stopping ptunt „ „ . „ ,, ,,, „ „ , , 

about dark and I was imm^iVtely ^^'^- «"«•» «• ^'"'^^' "^ P<^teisburg, 

ordered by Gen. Mahone to take my Va., who was sergeant -maijor of the 

regiment down the road in rear of i2th regiment ami subsequently its 

the army, to guard against an attack adjutant: 

of Stoneman's cavalry, which was "PETEiisniKG, Va.. | 

said to be in our rear. Against this June 27, 18y2. | 

I had to protest. I told Gen. Ma- ■■Geo, S, Bkhnakd. Esq. 
bone that I had done all that human "Dear Sir: At your request I Jta^' 



I of one, 'Hello, turkey '■' and 
B of the other, 'Hello, Mabooe!' 
^e called our Florida frienda 'tar- 
beys' becaase they hnd killed (len. 
"AboDe'i> flock of turkeys, that had 
myed into their camp. The Flor 
lis were going to the support of 
.. Wright, and ten minutes later 
iffered very heavy loss. 
[ "Late that eveniDg we heard <'uns 
Jo oar front and a little to our left, 
fchich we knew to be Jackson's, for 
IWheo the report of the first was 
riieafd. Gen. Mahone exclaimed : 
"Thank God 1 There ai-e Jackson's 
goDs!' The fire of both artillery 
and musketry in that direction was 
sow very heavy, until after dark, 

"TUat uiuhr we slept lui uiir miiis 
u line i»f liHtlle, The next moruiiiK 
tarly thfli-flitinjiWiisiTsiinifd. Otu' 
^kirmirih lini- was advuiii-oil ik-ljii-i 
•ui\ 's brca.-<t-wi>rl;s,iiiiil iii.\ 
-nvinieiil iidvjiinrwl iu iLc wouds 
e ijuaitei' of -a mile liuni the po- 
sition of the eveniug l»efoif. Here 
'■* weit tinder a heavy .shelliu;;, but 
'from this pu)iiti<in I I'ouJd i^it uiurh 
ttat wa« goint; on alH.iit « 'iKiiu-vlliirs- 
viUe. We eaptnred r|,;iiic.-ll.jrH- 
Tjlle and at>out 1,r>ui) [>i'isHiii.-i> ihut 
morning, and had sciurely lialted 
there befoi-ewemovi'ddiiwii iln'lui'ii- 
pike niad towards Fredei'i<'kslinr{f, 
the whole of Andei-son's division 
with auotbei' division (McLaws', I 
tliiiik>. After moving down the 
road a little, Geu. Lee made his ap- 
pwnnice near the head of the col- 
umn. The yell that went up ti'om 
ihe 1I»,000 men must have startled 
the enemy, who had fallen back but 
itshnrt distanee in the woods Iwtween 
UK and the river, J heard no cheer 
(Itu-iug the war tocomparewith this. 
When we were couimanded to move 
i|i)»n the turnpike in columns of 
'livL^ions, I thought it was to form 
iwii lines lit' iMitHe and to attaek the 



enemy, but after marching tlire<' oi' 
four miles I was at a total loss as to 
where we were going and what we 
wei-e going to do, but did not remain 
in this condition very long. My 
i-egiment was the right of Mahone'H 
brigade, and Mahone's brigade th*- 
right of Anderson's division. This 
placed the 12th regiment iu front 
of the column. ' fien. Mahone's po- 
sition was a short distanw in front 
of the division, and mine in the i-ear 
of him. During this march themun 
wei-e more nijisy and cheerful than 
I had almost ever seen them. Yoti 
could scarcely hear anything that 
wasgoiugou. E\'ery man wasgiviug 
his experience during the fight t^j 
hisneighlior, and evidently thinking 
that the battle was over and thevie- 
toiy w(in. Tliey would probalily 
Ikivi' IciriTd [111- to the same conclu- 
sion, had I Lioi Tiulir-ed that Gen. 
ILihuiie's spirils did not correspond 
with those of the men under his 
command. In fact, his face expi-eas- 
ed dissatisfaction. At this time we 
had heard nothing of Jackson's 
wound, or of the cnjsHiug of the ene- 
my at Fi-eilericksbiu'g. 

"Riding in front of my regiment, 1 
saw a horseman coming down the 
road from the direction of Fi-eder- 
icksburg at a fast gait, and thinking 
it prol)able that he had some ordei-s 
I spui'i-ed up my hoi-se, so as to be 
able to catch any message that was 
to he deliver-ed to Geu. Mahone, and 
heai-d him say, 'Geneml, Gen. Ear- 
ly says, "Come forwai-d as i-apidlj' 
as you can. The enemy are advanc- 
ing." ' 

' 'Gen . Mahone tui'ned in his saddle 
and seeing me, told me to make my 
men 'step out.' I reined up my 
horse until the head of the regiment 
overtook me, and in a load forced 
voice I ga\'e the oi-der to 'step out,' 
and it was wonderful what a f|uit' 
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iiig effect this order had on tliemeii, 
for it made them so quiet you might 
almost have heard a piu drop. 
Well did they kuow that this meant 
another fight and that very quifekly. 

"We now moved forward rapidly 
until we reached Salem t'hurph, 
about four miles from Frederifiks- 
burg, where we mn iuto Hue of tat- 
tle hiuriedly to the left of the tiu'u- 
pike road, and in lesa than five min- 
utes our skirmishers were engaged. 
We had hardly gotten in position, 
behind a ditch bank, when Geu. Ma- 
hone ordered the brigade to move to 
the left and make room for Gen, 
Senimes' brigade, which, although 
it looked very differently at the time, 
was, as things turned out, a very for- 
tunate move for our brigade, as the 
attack on our portion was very light, 
and that on Gen. Semmes' front very 
heavy. 

"We whipped Sedgwick, and forc- 
ed him to retire across the river the 
next night under considerable shell- 
ing. After Sedgwick recrossed the 
river, we were moved back to attack 
that portion of the enemy left near 
Chancellorsville. About two hours 
before starting on this march, we 
had one of the heaviest rains I have 
ever He<m fall, and as we advanced 
along the plank road, we saw quite 
a numl)er of dead Federal soldiers 
who had been buried in the diteh by 
the road and had been washed up 
by the rain, and were being floated 
down the ditches by the running 
water. 

"We i-eached our stopping point 
about dark and I was immediately 
ordered by Gen. Mahone to take my 
regiment down the road in i-ear of 
the army, to guard against an attack 
of Stoneman's cavalry, which was 
said to be in oui- rear. Against this 
I had to protest. I told Gen. Ma- 
hone that I had done all that human 



uatm-e <«iuld stand — that 1 had Iwen 
on the outpost for thi'ee nights and 
was compelled to sleep, and would / 
not be responsible if he Bent me on J 
the duty. He told me to move down 1 
this roa<l and put my regiment in ' 
position to resist an attack, to de- 
tach a company and send it two 
hundred yards farther down the 
road, and then to go to sleep, all of 
which I did . I slept soundly almost i 
in water (the gi-ound being very 
wet), until I was aix)Hse<l the next 
morning to get ready to make aa 
attack on the enemy. The line of 
battle being formed, we moved on 
the enemy's works and were very 
much surprised, and more pleased, 
to find that the enemy had left them 
during the night and retired across 
the river. We found most formid- 
able breastworks which would have 
cost us many of our lives ha<l we 
chargetl them. We also found large 
quantities of fixed ammunition and 
other stores that had been left by 
the enemy in their hasty retreat. 

"Thus ende<l the battle of Chan- 
ccUorsviUe, one of the gi'catest vic- 
tories won by the Army of Northern 
Virginia; for, with an army iifty- 
seven thousand strong. Gen. Lee had 
overcome tien. Hooker, whose army 
was one hundred and thirty-tiro 
thousand strong. 

"Vour Comrade, 

"K. M. Feiij)." 

To the foregoing letter of Col. 
Feild I will add the following re- 
ceived to-day (June 27, 1892) from 
Mr. Hugh R. Hmith, of Petersburg, 
Va., who was sergeant -ma;] or of the 
L2th regiment and subsequently its 
a(l,)iltant: 

"I'ETi;iWBl.K(i, V.V., t 

June 27, 18»2. | 
"Geo. H, Beksakd. Esq. 

'■I>ear Sir; At your request I tar- 
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W. 8cboole(«, Dennis Hetti-on, X*. H. 
Pettiway and R. S. Hite; missing, 
TbomaB K. Kersey, Miles Botte, 
.lames Hardy, Janie^ Scott, James 
K. HttwbH and William GoodeTaUey. 

"I find no list of the casualties in 
fitlier Company E or Company I, in 
(■acli of which I know there were 
several. I do not now Itnow why I 
did not enroll them in this memoraii- 
. ilnin hfiok. 

"VoTir Comi-ade. 

'•High R. Smith." 

The (casualties in Company T will 
I w given in the Apiiendix. Those 
in Company E appear in the follow- 
ing estRM't from the entry made in 
my diary on the morning of May 2d: 

"In our fompauy Capt. Banks 
was severely wounded and Sergeant 
('ary D. Batt«, it is thought, mortal- 
ly wounded. Ned New8om27 and 
.Tohu E. Scott38 were also wounded, 
probably not severely. Our missing 
I in Co. E) are Austin Maclin,^ Put- 



nam Stith,''" Jim Sash, 31 James 
M(Klley.32 MarcelUis HarrisonSS and 
Henry Robiusi>n,34 Id the regi.meat 
there are known to have lieen killed 
2 and wounded IW men. The ene- 
my's loss wan considerable heavier 
than ours in killed and wounded. 
We tiiptured scarcely any. From 
all 1 can learn, we eug^ed regulars. 
Their cavalry were fertainly splen- 
did— no doubt the same that cbar^e<l 
upon and bagged most of the Nor- 
folk Juniors last Thui'sday morning . ' ' 

With the exception of Lieut. X. 
Macon Martin receiving a wound in 
his foot, which occurred on the 2d of 
May after the foregoing entry was 
made, we had no further casualties 
iu the Petersburg Riflemen. The 
wounds of CaryBatteand Ned New- 
som wei'e mortal, and Capt. BankH 
died of his after suffering from it 
nearly eight years. Mostof the miss- 
ing men were captured.* G. S. B. 






32, William HedleT. of Hallbx oouuly, Vn. 

Xi. Marcel liiH W. Uarrbon.or Bninswlpk Co.. Vu 

■M. Benry B. Roblnran. Jr.. of 

*The Following extruot trom the eotry 
madpln mj diary Monday , May 4. ISIiS.cleB- 
orlplIvi4 of what occurred about the ChaD- 
ut^lliirsvllle bouae on the morolng of the 
prncpdInK day (Sunday, May 3), intended to 
he Inserted at a more appropriate place on 
II pret-'edlng page, must be given here: 

"About 10 A. M, firing suddenly ceaeed. 
Whlt« flag flying from C banc dlorsvl lie, and 
it |8 reported the ^iiomy have surrendered 
tbern. Wo soon advance to the breast- 
works — meet numbers of prisoners being 
carried to the roar — eipect to And a whole 
army of them~lt turns out that the white 
dng was only a surrender ot a tew (it them, 
the balance taking the opportunity to make 
their way to tJ. 8. Ford, but we were all 
now in the highest spirits. HaltiMl on the 
plank road, we were talking and traffioklng 



with the Yankee prisoners passing us, when, 
t^i our amazement, a piece or artillery wan 
Hred by the enemy and the shell came near 
sweeping oui' whole lino, but tortunately 
hit no one. Immediately 80™" five or ebt 
pieces of ours opened on them and they 
wore soon quieted," 

I well remember the indignation we all telt 
at what was regarded aa an act of treach- 
ery, the Uring of that piece ot artillery, 
whose fiercely bieslDg shell whizzed down 
the plank road on which we stood— a lonfi 
column ot men. among whom there would 
have been great loss of life bad the couree 
ot the iDlaslle been but a tew feet lower — 
and I also well remember the feeling ot aat- 
islaotion with which we saw In the open. 
neld just In front ot the Chan eel torsville 
houHe, and scarcely a hundred yards rrom 
us, the five or six pieces of our artillery 
which opened on the enemy, hurling In the 
most rapid and vigorous manner shot and 
shell into the woods immediately north of 
the house from which came that treacher- 



AN ESCAPE FROM POINT LOOKOUT. 



AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. SIMON SEWARD BEFORE A. P. 

HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS, OF PETERSBURG, 

VA., ON THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 5th, 1889. 



COMRADES: 
I WBS captured June 28th, 
1863, in Maryland, near 
Rockville, the same day we captured 
that wagon train of 350 wagons, and 
a few days before the battle of G^t- 
hsbiirg. I was carried to Washing- 
ton and put in the old Capitol prison; 
was kept there six weeks. I formed 
the acquaintance there of several no- 
ted men, among them one of Mosby's 
captains, of whom I will tell you la- 
ter. From there I was carried to 
Point Lookout prison . This place was 
situated in the fork of the Potomac 
river and Chesapeake bay. On reach- 
ing there I found about 1,000 pris- 
oners. We received the rations of 
a regular soldier and had a good time. 
.Inst imagine a Confederate soldier 
eating fresh loaf bread, good coffee 
with sugar in it, and beef and pork 
in abundance. We feasted but a 
short time when the ex)ok -house was 



built. Then stealing and short ra- 
tions commenced. 

A friend, McPherson, of Atlanta, 
Ga., and myself, not liking the board 
and various other things, decided 
we would quit the plao^ and go home. 
The prison was square, containing 
about a space of ten or more acres, 
and at that time had no fence around 
it . The guards continually marched 
up and do\ni on their beats . We de - 
cided to wait for a dark night, then 
crawl as near the guards as possible 
and wait until they met and turned 
their backs, then run through in the 
darkness. During this time I caught 
a severe cold and had a wret«hed 
cough, so could not go with my friend, 
whom I loved better than a brother. 
I told him the way to go, gave him 
my father's address (which he cut 
on his finger-nail) and told him to 
leave word on the road that I would 
soon follow. He did this and also 
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wrote to my father giving all the news 
and telling him I was «tlll living. 
Up to this time my people believed 
medead, as it had been so reported by 
persoiiH who said they saw me killed . 
Well, our rations coutiuued to grow 
smaller, and my friend was gone; so 
r was more determined than ever to 
leave. A tall fence had now been 
built around the plm^e, making it 
very difficult to escape. I tried many 
ways and failed. Once after I had 
gotten out, I was caught and put in 
the dungeon (a tent) and fed on bread 
and water. This made me all the 
more anxious to leave. It was cus- 
tomary to close the gates at sunset. 
These gates let us out to the sinks 
during the day. The lirst day of 
December, 186;i,wa8 dark and rainy. 
I thought this wan my time, so just 
before time to shut the gates I crept 
out. Not a soul was to he seen. The 
fence was very Ktn>ngly built with 
very large posts and a parapet on top 
where the guards were on duty. 

After passing out of the gates I 
went to the right for sevei-al panels. 
Seeing a squad of soldiers, 1 hid be- 
hind apost until they passed. They 
were within thirty yards ol' me, Koiiig 
up in their search on the water's e4lge, 
and I knew when they returned they 
must pjiss withiu five feet of me. So I 
gotontheother sideof the post when 
I saw them coming baek. I expect- 
ed to be found and pirme<l to the wall 
with a bayonet, but it so happened 
that when they came within fwenty 
feet of me their atteatiou was called 
to a pile of sand on the beach that 



looked like a grave. It 
up during the day by some o 
priwonei's. The soldiers went atfl 
to it and commenced to stick tT 
bayonets through it. It was o 
to this that T escaped detcctionfl 
remained close behind the post q 
9 o'clock, when all was quiet en 
the tread of the guard overhead! 
the murmur of their voices aa i 
conversed with each other. My j 
move was to go from post to posfel 
til I reaeii«l the corner. To li 
thei-e was to do one of two thii 
either swim the Chesapeake 
go through the Fifth New Hanipi 
regiment in ciimp on the only gro 
there was. I decided on tht^ 1 
WTicn inside the camp I saw i 
horses tied and tried to untie 1 
thinking to ride him through \ 
camp and out, but this was "nog 
The horse (wmmenced to move^J 
men saw it and me and said, ' 
istheret" I said nothiugandl 
came to see. Then commenced a % 
for the bay aboiit one bundled y 
off, the soldiers and guai-ds after me, 
miaing Jemte. The darkness saved 
me from being riddled with bullets. 
I went at one* into deep water and 
commencM to swim for my life np 
the bay t^owards Baltimore — the sol- 
diers being camped on the shore for 
ft mile or more. I had a fair wind 
and tide and made good time. >Vhen 
I founil I could go no further I gave 
up to drown, bidding farewell to this 
world, when 1 found myself in wa- 
ter only three feet deep. I thought 
at first I had struck a whale, bnt 
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iiwl afteroai'dfi it won HHand-ltiir. tiwgH t«me wios« mf and made su 

^er A good rest I comiiiem'ed again much fiiss that I forgot my laincn^NK 

id continued iu the water a distance aud ran through the womisinan op 

[sis miles, pajwing outside of what posite direction i^-oni which 1 w;is 

w called the Block Houbc. where going. This saved me fi-om captnif , 

ke>' h»d wires c^mnected with hells aw a company of cavalry was right 

I a house on shore. attw me. The dogs followed me 

Thiukiiigmyselfsale I went ashore, thnmgh the wwmIs until I came l" 

A chill came over me from a sharp » '^^P lireak covered ivith ivy. 1 

wind then hlowing. My teeth cflm- frightened something, either a nmn 

BW(«d to chatter so loud I thought "r <le^''. I '^m't say which, but it 

I would be heard, fto I put my fin- scared me nearly out of my wits, 

gw between Iheni. My feet then re- The dogs left me and mn aft«r it. 1 

fiisedtomove. I waschilled through, then crossed a little stream up the 

bnt hard work and a determination hil' antl »o"i«f myself in a field near 

tomoveon brought acirculation, and i «"'»" ^^gm hut. 1 went to it and 

I moved, tirst slowly, then faster, ''Poke to a very bright colored man, 

util I sUuek a path thi-ough the and !»ked him the way to a certain 

»0«iB. I ran up that path with con- pla*^- He replied, "(io away from 

tiderable speed until I found myself here, (f they iind yon here I am 

b front of a large white house, ruined, for I am just out of the pen- 

What to do I could not tell. I rang iteutiary yesterday." I moved on 

the bell and a lady came to the door through the woods and fields until I 

1 her night di-enK. it >)eiug about 12 <«i»e to a i-oad and started to cross 

'clock. Shewiid, *'Ikuow whoyou it, when I met a man who said, "If 

we; don't speak or our servants will you go up this road, you are caught, 

henryou; I will send my husband." for the sheriff iscoming." I looked 

Became, invited me in the parlor, and there he was, riding a horse, with 

wdwiid. "I will help you aU lean, adoublebarrelshot-gunonhisahoul- 

Imt don't spesik of it if caught." (iei' "U'l a prisoner walking by his 

He gave me a hunk of beef, a bottle aide. I walked right by him, aud, as 

"f whiskey, a coat and several dol- «<>«ii »» I could, took to the woods, 

liiiti. lie said he was an officer in the running a mile or more, until I found 

F«lenil navy, but love<l the Wouth a thicket, where I hid until nearly 

hihI iiwned negroes. I walked all night. 

DiKhl and at the break of day took Being much refreshed, but a little 

alitrieix-st to wait for more dark- hungry, I started off again and reach- 

nvm. I wKtn fell asleep, hut it was ihI a small house. Seeing a bucket 

a short nap. 1 found that too much of water in the poreh and wishing for 

walking, beef iind whiskey had made information, I asked for a drink of 

me wi stifl' I conid not walk. Home water. The la<ly «aid, "Youaretb^J 
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^eat deal of the time immediately 
in the rear of our regiment, and yon 
could see a shade of anxiety not 
only on his face, but also on that of 
Gen. Mabone. Whilst here I saw a 
shell explode immediately over Gen. 
Lee's head. I was lying on the 
ground at the time, behind a little 
breastwork, and watching him 
closely, but did not see a muscle of 
his face move, nor did his horse 
flinch. Soon after this there was a 
lull in the firing in our front. I 
heard Gen. Lee tell Gen. Mahone to 
order the officer commanding his 
skirmish line to feel the enemy, 
to feel them 'pretty heavily, pretty 
heavily.' These were his words. 
Gen. Mahone turned to his ad- 



loreviUe itiid un the tiortb aiiln ut tb« loaij. 
They tolil ue that they hail meoBured the 
distanoe to this hill and hnd their HmmunU 
tluti prepared uucordiDgly. and that, if the 
enemy Bbouldattemptto put a battery there, 
they itho enemy) would havu a veiy warm 
Ome o[ It. While we were talking a batte- 
iT of Federal artillery came dashing down 
the road from the direction at Chaneellore- 
vilJe. and wheeling Into the Held at the 
polDt on the hill they were expected to oc- 
cupy, went into hattery and commenced 
llring, all of which was done in ii time hard- 
ly longer than it han taken me to tell of it. 
As they eame up, howevei. oui' artillery 
frIendB. true to their promise, comraenoed 
Qring very rapidly, and with such aoouraoy 
B« to kill one or two toama ol the enemy's 
horses, blow up one or more of their caissons 
and disable some of their guns. Every shell 
trom the Confederate guns seemed hi burst 
right at the mouths of the enemy's caunou. 
and. although I was very much scared and 
auKlous to get back to my place In the line 
ot battle. I could not resist the temptation 
to stay a little while and watch the effect of 
the ehot« from our Artillery, I did not, how- 
ever, stay long at this place, but I'an back 
to my pla^^e in line, where I found that Lieut. 
Macon Martin hod been struck on the 
foot by a piece of one of the enemy's shells. 
In a very few minutes thereafter I heard 
the shout of our artillerymen as the enemy 
r<!tlred from the position they had attempt- 
ed to occupy. I do not think thei'e was as 
much as fifteen minutes of time from the 
first appearanco of the enemy's battftry un- 
til we beard the shouting ot our men as they 



jutant- general, Capt. Robertson 
lor, who, a moment later, A 
forward, and in a short time 
was certainly obeying ordera,. 
the firing in our front was ten"^ 
"During this heavy fire in! 
front, brought about by Gen. LsSi _ 
order, I saw a large body of mea 
coming down the line from our rigbfc 
almost at a double quick. The ene- 
my at the time were shelling us fa- 
riously, but this did not seem to 
have had any effect on the spirits of 
the men, for some of our men, rec- ' 
ognizing the men of the Florida 
brigade, greeted them with 'Hello, 
turkey ! Hello, turkey !' and in a 
moment the whole of the entire two 
regiments was hallooing out, the 



witneEsed the utter dlscomfortur<' and n- 
tlrement of the hostile battoiy. 

"We passed over this ground the nextdiy 
on our way back to Fredericksburg lovp- 
pose the advance of the enemy from tbu 
direction, ar.d I saw the remains of theM>' 
ploded caissons and the dead body of a mU' 
lying directly under one of them. 

"The impetuous ndvanoe of the battety. 
In full gallop as I now remember It, aodtM 
unerring and destructive Hre of o 
pouring a veritable showerof iron upontlw 
devoted men and beasts belonging to '''" 
battery, are now as vividly before 
ralnd'si eye as they appeared upon tb«t 
memorable day, and often have I told nf 
hoys of this well -remembered Incident." 

Mr. Job. V. L. MeCreery, of Blchmnnd.Vi.. 
who, as a sergeant In the First Howlticr 
Company of Virginia Artillery, took parti* 
this artillery duel , states that the artllleij 
engaged was not the Second (RichmoMi 
HowltKers, but bis company, thH FW 
iRiohmond'i Howitzers (as the compvi)' 
was commonly known), eoromandad bT 
Capt. Edward S. McCarthy, who. wlfl 
Lieuts. R. M. AnderBon and J. M. VUnmO, 
and Serg'ts W. H. Blackador, J. V, L. »- 
Creery, D. S. McCarthy, Sclater and lti»- 
cure directed the lirlng of the two guiam 
the buttery engaged, which two guns, ""* J 
like number of guns of Capt. Manly'stHofw 
Carolina) battery, participated in the *<' 
tlon with the enemy's battery at IhlBpofn'' 
the loss in which was Private Nat'l W. w- 
den, killed, and Private George P. Blitban- 
9on. wounded, both Howltjiers. 
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of one, 'Hello, turkey!' and euemy, but after maix'liiiij; three 

of the other, "Hello, Mahone!' fom- miles I was at a total loss as to 

We called oar Florida friends 'tur- wheif we weie a'Awi^ ami what we 

keys' because they had killed Gen. wfre eiiiiij; tn do, but diil iii>( remain | 

Xahone's flock of turkeys, that had in ihis coiiiiitiou very Imig. My 

Wrayed into their camp. The Flor- refrinieut wn» the right' ot Mahimc'K 

'idtans were goinp to the support of biij^ade, and Mahoue's brigade the 

;S6n. Wright, and ten minutes later right of Anderson 'a division. This 

suffered very heavy loss. plac^ed the 12th regiment in ti-ont ' 

"Late that evening we heard gruns of the c-ohimn. ' (len. iMalione's po- 
lo oar front and a little to our left, yition was a shiirl clisl:nicf in front 
vhich we knew to be Jackson's, for of the division, ;iii(i inim^ in the rear 
when the report of the first was of him. Dnriii^i thin march themen 
beard. Gen. Mahone esclaimed : wei-e more nyisy and cheerfnl than 
'Thank God I There are Jackson's 1 had almost ever seen them. You 
ffims!' The tire of both artillery tonld scarcely hear anything that 
ud musketry in that direction was wasgoingon. Everyman wasgiving 
now very heavy, until after dark. his experience during the fight to 
■•That nigbl we slept im our mnis his neighbor, and evidently thinking 
ui line of liattli-. The next morning that the battle was over and thevie- 
(Mlvthettghtiiigwagi-esumed. Onr t«rj' won. They would probably 
dtirmish line was advanced neai-ei> liive forced me to the same coucln- 
lo the enemy's bi-east-works, and my »iou, had I not noticed that Gen. 
ngiment arfvanml in the ^voods Mahoue's spirits did not correspond 
«me quarter of a milt- fri>ni the po *''■'' those of the men under his 
Mtionof the evening In-fore. Here command. In fiict, his face exprees- 
*e ww-e under a heii\ v shelling, but ^^ dissatisfaction. At this time we 
from this pasition 1 cmihi sri' much ^^'^f' ^^^-^ nothing of Jackson's 
that wa» going inmbipiit < 'li;iiirflloni- wound, or of the cruising of theeue- 
viDe. We faptiu'cii ('li;im-i-llors- my at Fredericksburg, 
rille and about l,5UiJ piiauueis thai "Riding in fnmt of my it'giment, I 
momiug, and had scarcely halted saw a horseman coming down the 
Iliere beforewemoveddowuthetiu'u- road from the du-eetion of Freiler- 
^ke nwd towards Fredericksbm-g. ieksburg at a fast gait, and thinking 
the wholf of Andersou's di\'ision it probable that he had some ordere 
with auotht-i' di^'ision (McLaws', I I spurred up my horse, ao as to be 
Ihink). Aflcr moving down the able to cateh any message that was 
wad a little, Geu, Lee made his ap- to be delivered to Geu. Mahone, and 
pearanee near the head of the col- heard him say, 'Genei'al, Gen. Ear- 
nmn. The yell that went up from ly says, "t\)me forwai-d as i-apidly 
tlie 10,000 men mnat have startled as you can. The enemy are advanc- 
the enemy, who had fallen back but ing." ' 

N short distanw in the woods between "Gen. Mithone turned in his saddle 

tH aud the river. 1 heai-d no cheer and seeing me, told me to make m,v 

during the war toeomparewith this, men -step out.' I reined up my 

When we wei-e commanded to move horse until the head of the regiment 

Aavm the tuinpike in i^oluuins of overtook me, aud in a loud forced 

ili\i»ion(>. 1 thought it was to form voice I gave the order to -step out," 

twn lini'H (iC biitlie and to attack the and it wlijs wonderful what a ([uiel- 
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iiig effect this order had ou the uieu, 
for it made them so quiet you might 
almost have heni'd a pin drop. 
Well did they kuow that this meaut 
another fight and that very quickly. 

"We now moved forward i-apidly 
until we reached Salem Chureh, 
about four miles from Fredericks- 
burg, where we I'au into line of hat- 
tie hurriedly to the left of the tiu-n- 
pike road, and in less than five min- 
utes our skirmisherB were engaged. 
We had hardly gotten in position, 
behind a ditch bank, when Gen. Ma- 
hone oi'dered the brigade to move to 
the left and make room for Gen. 
Senimes' brigade, which, although 
it looked very differently at the time, 
was, as thiugs turned ont, a very for- 
tunate move for our brigade, aa the 
attack on our portion was very light, 
and that on Gen. Semmes' front very 
heavy. 

" We whipped Sedgftiek, and forc- 
ed him to retire across the river the 
Dext night under considerable shell- 
ing. After Sedgwick recrossed the 
river, we were moved back to attack 
that portion of the enemy left near 
Chancellor svi lie. About two hours 
before starting on this march, we 
had one of the heaviest rains I have 
ever seen fall, and as we advanced 
along the plauk road, we saw quite 
a number of dead Fedei-al soldiers 
who had l>een buried in the ditch by 
the road and had been washed up 
by the rain, and were being floated 
down the ditches by the rumiing 
water, 

"We reached our stopping point 
about dark and I was immediately 
ordered by Gen. Mahone to take my 
regiment down the road in rear of 
the ai-my, to guard against an attack 
of Stoueman'8 cavali-y, which was 
said to be iu our rear. Against this 
1 had to pi-ottwt. I told Gen. Ma- 
hone that I had done all that huiDan 



nature could stand — that I had been 
on the outpost for three nights and 
was compelled to sleep, and would 
not be responsible if he sent me on 
the duty. He told me to move down i 
this road and put. my rt^meut in 
position to resist an attack, to de- 
tach a company and send it two 
hundred yards farther down the 
road, and then to go to sleep, all of 
which I did ■ I slept soundly almofit 
in water (the ground being very 
wet), until I was aroused the next 
morning to get ready to make an 
attack on the enemy. The line of 
battle being formtsil, we moved on 
the enemy's works and were very 
much surprised, and more pleaHed, 
to find that the enemy had left them 
during the night and retired across 
the river. We found m<)Bt formid- 
able breastworks which would have 
cost us many of our lives had we 
charged them. We also found large 
quantities of fixed amniunitli>ii ami 
other stores that had hcin liii li\ 
the enemy in their hasty rd n-iil . 

"Thus ended the battle of than 
cellorB\-ille, one of the gi-eatest vie- 
tories won by the Army of Noi'them 
Virginia; for, with an army fifty- 
seveu thousand strong. Gen. Ivee had 
overcome Gen. Hooker, wbose army 
was one hundred and thirty-two 
thousand strong. 

"Your Comrade, 

"E, M. FEn,D." 

To the foregoing letter of Col. 
Feild I will add tiie following re- 
ceived to-day (June 27, IS92) from 
Mr. Hugh R. Smith, of I'etei-sburg, 
Va,, who was sergeant-major of the 
I2th regiment and - subsequently itB 
HiViutaut : 

"Petehbhukc, \.k., j 

Jnue 27, 18»2, j 
'•flFXi. S. Bkrnakd, Ksq. 

"Dear Sir: At your request I fur- 




^,V ESCAPE FROM POINT LOOKOUT, 



|l«t streets, iu the house now a dint; did what I could to cheer aud com- 

fltore. I fOTind hiiu behind the cflun- lO""* others. 

kr. He lo«k«l at me qmte a tin.,- ,, "^ ""»'' "■»" *?« »««>» l«6lve 

^r" ' thousaud or more prisoners at Point 

said, "Siiuonl" and ran toiiiy Lookout when we arrived. This 

inothei' ami ffistem. number was largely increased from 

day to day, nntil the prison was 

ADDENDUM. about as full as it could well be, 
_, , „ . , , ,_ having within its enclosures some 
The following letter from Mr. 23,000" or more men, I was told. Six 
Freeman W. Jones, of Petersburg, of us were placed in a small tent 
Va., gives an interesting account of in rear of the large tents, all of 
a Confederate soldier's experience which were now tilled, and which 
.T)-.r 1 11, ii-L 1 t occupied the fronts on the diflerent 
^ Point Lookou about the close of .^^^^^^^, ^ ^^^^ termed the avenues 
the war, and makes an appropriate ^q ^^.i^j^jj ^^^^^ fo^a ^f tents. The 
ad'kiidiaii to Mr. Seward's address camp was parcelled off into divi- 
describing his escape from the pris- sions, like wards in a city. I be- 
on iit that place : 1'?°^'?'^ *« Y^''\ ^/« °?li?i, ^^^ T^^ 
.,-n 17 > division. We Lad but little to in- 
Petebsbuhg.Va.^^ I terest ns. or to look forward to with 
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much pleasure. We were required 



"Mr. Geo. S. Bernard. to attend roll call eariy each morn 

"DearSik: At your request I wiU iug, and were then marched to a 
give you a brief account of my pris- cook-house to get our breakfast, 
on life at Point Lookout in 1865. which consisted simply either of a 
"I was a member of Company E, small piece of pickled pork or salt 
6fith Virginia infantry, Hunton's beef, tirst of one and then of the 
brigade, Pickett's division, and was other. Sometimes a piece of raw 
(aptured near Five Forks, Friday, codfish was given us in lieli of the 
Kuch 31, 18G5. We arrived at pork or beef, and without bread or 
PoiDt Lookout Sunday morning, coffee. We would take our meat 
April 2, 1865, and I can never forget back to our tents, and about 9 or 10 
lay feehngs on that day, when those o'clock in the morning the bread 
large prison gates were thrown wagons would come in, and then 
open and we were marched in. Oh 1 half of a loaf of baker's bread was 
MT my heart did ache, when those given to each man. A thin shoe of 
heavy portals, with a loud crash, Qiis and our pork or beef then made 
doBed behind us! Then I thought up our breakfast, 
ofthe loved ouesathome, that quiet "About 12 or 1 o'clock we were 
Sftbbath morning, wending their way marched iu the same manner to the 
to the old country church in Bruus- cook-house for our dinner, which 
wick county: where from childhood always consisted of what was ctilhd 
*e had been accustomed to worship 'beau soup.' It was rare indeed to 
in peace and quiet. I now realized find any beans, but you seldom fail- 
for the first time that I was indeed ed to find one or more well cooked 
ftprisonerof war, and all the hor- flies in your so-called 'soup.' Sup- 
roTB of a prison life rose up before per we had none, unless one man- 
me. But a soldier must be brave, aged to save a small slice of his 
So, therefore, boy though I was, I bread for this meal, 
tried to put aside such feelings, aud "While I cannot say that any one 




W. Schooles, Dennis Heffron. P. H. 
Pettiway and R. S. Hite; mming, 
Thomas E, Kersey, Miles Botts, 
.lames Hardy, James Soott, James 
K. Hawks and William GoodeTalley. 

"I find no list of the casualties in 
either Company E or Company I, in 
each of which I know there were 
several. I do not now know why I 
did not enroll them in this menioran- 
. diim iMtok. 

■Vonr Comi-ade, 

"Hugh K. Smith." 

The CHKualticK in Company 1 will 
lie given in the Api)endis. Those 
in Company B appear in the follow- 
ing extract from the entry made in 
my diary on the morning of May 2d: 

"In our company Capt. Banks 
was severely wonnded and Sergeant 
('ary D, Batte, it is thought, mortal- 
ly wounded. Ned Newsom27 and 
.John E. Scott28 -were also wounded, 
probably not severely. Onr missing 
(in Co. E) are Austin Maclin,^ Put- 



M. Henrj- B. Roh 



if Nowberne. N. ( 



of- 



*The following extruct from the eutry 
inadpinniydl&ry Monday . Ma; 4, 18K3,d«8- 
orlptlv-14 ot what orGurrcd about the Chati- 
odlloreville houen on the morning ot tho 
prftoedinK day (Sunday, May .')>, lutended to 
be Inserted at a more appropriate place on 
a preoadlng page, must be glv«in tiore: 

•'About 10 A. M. flring suddenly ceased. 
White (lag Hying f rcrn GbancpIlorBvllle, and 
it iB reported the fenemy havp surrendered 
there. Wo soon advance to the breaat- 
worhB— meet numbers ot prisoners beinn 
carried to the rear— expect to find a wholi> 
army of them — It tume out that the white 
Hag was only a surrender of a few of thi^m, 
the balance taking the opportunity to make 
their way to U. 8. Ford, but we were all 
now iuthe hlghestapirita. Halted on the 
plank mad, we were talking and trafHckIng 



nam Mtith,3U Jim Xash,^' James 
Medley,32 Marcellns Harrison^s and 
Henry Robinson .-14 In the regiment 
there are known to have been killed 
2 and wonnded IS men. The ene- 
my's loss was considerable heavier 
than ours in killed and wounded. 
We captui'ed scarcely any. From 
all 1 can learu, we engaged regulars. 
Theii' cavalry were certainly splen- 
did — no donbt tlie same that chained 
upon and bagged most of the Nor- 
folk Juniors last Thursday morning." 

With the exception of Lieut. X. 
Macon Mai'tin i-eceiving a wound in 
his foot, which occnri-ed on the 2d of 
Jlay after the foregoing entry was 
made, we had no further casnaltien 
in the Petei-sburg Riflemen. The 
wounds of (;ary Batte and Xed New- 
som were mortal, and Capl. Hanks 
ilied of his after suffering from it 
nearly eight years. Most of the miss- 
ing men were eapture<l.* G. 8. B. 

with the Yankee priBonere passing ue, when, 
to our amazement, a piece of artillery wan 
fired by the enemy and the shell came near 
sweeping our whole line, but fortunately 
hit no one. Immediately some Ave or six 
pieces ot ours opeiiHd on them and they 
were soon quieted." 

I well remember the indignation we all felt 
at what was regarded as an act of treach- 
ery, the firing of that piece ot artillery, 
whose fiercely hissing shell whizzed down 
the plank road on which we stood — a long 
column of oien, among whom there would 
have been great loss of lite bad the course 
of the missile been but a few test lower — 
and I also well remember the feeling of sat- 
isfaction with which we saw In the open. 
field just in front of the Chancel I orsvlUe 
house, and scarcely a hundred yards from 
us. the Ave or six pieces of our artillery 
which opened on the enemy, hurling In the 
most rapid and vigorous manner shot and 
shell Into the woods immediately north of 
the house fiom which came that trencher- 



AN ESCAPE FROM POINT LOOKOUT. 



i ADDBESB DELIVERED BV MR. SIMON SEWARD BEFORE A. P, 
HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE VtrTERANS, OF PETERSBURG, 
VA.. ON THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER oTif. ISfifi. 



^^OSIRADEB: 

' I was captured Jiine 28th, 

^^ 1K63, in Maryland, near 
'Jcville, the same day «e captured 
t wagon ti-ain of liljO wagons, and 
few days Ijefore the battle of Get- 
fftbiirji, I was mrried to Washing- 
n and put in the old Capitol prison; 
as kept there six weeks, I formed 
a»iuuintanee there of several no- 
M men, among them one of Moshy's 
nptains, of whom I will t«ll yon la- 
FV*»m there I was t-arried to 
PointLookontprison. Thisplacewas 
■tualM in the fork of the Potomac 
fiveramH'hesapeakebay. Onrea^h- 
there I foiuid about 1,000 pris- 
ts. We received the rations of 
krtffiilar soldier and had a good time. 
Jtwt imagine a <_'-onfederate soldier 
Mting fresh loaf bread, good coffee 
Tith sngar in it, and beef and pork 
to abundance. We feasted but a 
riu>rt time when the cook-house wan 



built. Then stealing and shoi 
tioiis commenced, 

A friend, MpPhersou, of Atlanta, 
Cla., and myself, not liking the board 
and various other things, decided 
we would quit theplacfandgohome. 
The prison was sqnare, containing 
alx>ut a spacp of ten or more acres, 
and at that time had no fence around 
it. The guardK continually marched 
up and down on theb- beats. Wede- 
cided to wait for a dark night, then 
crawl a* near the guards as possible 
and wait until they met and tnmed 
their Iwicks, then run thi-ongh in the 
darkness. During this time I caught 
a severe cold and had a wret«hed 
cough, so could notgo with my friend, 
whom I loved Iwtter than a brother. 
I told him the way to go, gave him 
mj' father's address fwhich he cut 
on his finger-nail) and told him to 
leave word on the road that I would 
soon follow. He did this and also 




THE BATTLE OF THE WILDERNESS. 



THE PART TAKEN BY MAHONE'W BRKJAUE. 



AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY COSfRADE JOHN H. TURNER BEFORE 
A. P. HII.L CAMP OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS, OF PETERS- 
BURG, VA., ON THE EVENING OF MARCH 3bd, 1892. 



a<iMK.\Di>i: 1ft tiT was so interestiug that Ideter,- 

Huviiig for .vL'uiK IVIt ji uiinixl at oiiee to read it tothecanip, 
desire to verify some of my l)iit after reflwtioii it oeourred to me 
impressioiis of tliu battle of tlie Wil- tha,t I niiglit get together the recol- 
ili^niess, in which, on thefith of May, lections of other participants in the 
ISiU, I i)articipat«<l as a nipmber of action and read them all as interest- 
the Petersburg Eiliemen, Co, E, 12th ingdetailsof that part of this celebra- 
Virginia regiment, Mahone's brig- ted action in which our particular 
ade,audparticulajily wishiugtoveri- command fignred so eonspicnonsly . 
fy my i-ccollwtion as to the strilcing With this purpose, I tiirnetl over 
iiH'iilent of Dr. Benj. H. May, the my correspondence with Oen. Sorrel 
gallant eolor-ljearer of onr regiment, to several members of our camp who 
fefiising to give iip his colore to Col. were present iu this a<^tion, as niem- 
(i. M. Sorrel, of Longatreet's staff, a here of the 12th Virginia raiment, 
lUv weeks ago I wrote to C'ol. (now and requested each of them, after 
jGtiieral) Sorrel to make some inqiu- reading it, to furnish me with his 
J* of him as to his rec*jllectiou of recollection of the incident relerred 
incideut, and promptly received to, and also any other details or in- 
him a reply confirming my own eidents of the engagement that they 
io many particotars. His could recall,. The several responses 



of the gentlemen of whom this re- fortifiiyition, streugtheued hurriedly 

qiieat was made, together with the l>.v them, they stoutlj' resisted us. 

statement* of <,ther p-^rticipant.s, will 'V-^'/l tli is point yon da«hed up to 

"^ "^ , . , the fnmt of inv regiiiieiit, the 12Ui 

hi' fniiiishe.1 111 the oi-der m whieU Virginia, and appi-oat-hiiigonr color. 

they were given, ami I feel NitiKlied benrer. Tteiij- H. May (an gallant a ■ 

that my ranespondeiiee with (ien. Holdier iiscvcrciUTiiiiii flagor shoul- 

Sonel, supplemented hy these state '''■''''• ■' '"I'^^kri. -.unl who was killed 

.„ . , . .K 1, iilSpurs\h;iiii;i('.Hirl-[l<insethel2tli 

ments, wil mtei-eat von asthev have ,. , , . . . - ,. , ■ , „, , 

' ■ ■ nl Mii\ >, Liski'd bini lor his colors w 

intei-ested me. ^^^^^ 1^,^ t,harge. He ivfn»e*l t4i give 

My letttr to Gen. Wori-el I mailed up his colors, bnt said: -Wewillfol 

to8avannah,(ia.,amlwa8a8f.>lk.wR-. '"^ >;™-' , ^^'"fh grwit e"thusiaBiu 

we followed voii in the dii-ection of 

"PKl'KlWBURd, Va., I tin- plank liiad. Tlie enemv broke 

"January I3th, 1s»l'. \ ;ind tl«^l helorens. 1 remember sefiiiR 

"Gen. G. M. Sorrhi,, you then thish wilh grtnit Speed up 

"Savannah, Oa. ' ilie i-oa<l in tbe direction, I suppone, 

"Dear General: Being anxious to "'' *'*""■ I^ongstreet, to inform him 

toknowifvouri-eeollwtionaiidmine that the way was ek^r. Oureolor- 

accord iis' to rerlaiu „„.v,.Mi*-Mts '»•■"■'■'■■''' ^'"' '7''''*''""" "V*T" 

ma.le at tb^l.atll,.„r Ml,. Wilderness '"-nt. !;li1o,I l,.ol,s.-m-tlm the other 

Mavfith. 1.SI14. ill which «.. !»,tli par- ''■fn;'"-'"- "I H'^' "■'gade li.id halt*d 

ticipated. 1 tak,. 111.- liLrrlv of ail- ^" I'"' V^'-^"^ '■■""1- \\ -; 'xf^ime de- 

dK^ingVo.,this,-.,n,i„iini.aii<.n.and taehejl and passe-lover the road forty 

hone fif not Ircsuassin.. t iiii<-h "'' *'*^>' >'^''''*' '"'*"'''■ li^'tiug- <>»"■ 

on voiu- lime, xou wilfdo im- the V"'""^'- <'"'"■ -^- .^^'^ifiK*''' "^^■ 

kindness to fav.'.r ni.- with a icplv. '"« •"•"' "'", **";'' '" '"'\??.''t '*^, '*** 

'■Vou will icm.'inluT .Milioni''s '"''Wade, ordci-ed us to tall iMCk on 

brigivh- "!■ Amlerson-s liivision was ■'I"'"' "'"' '1'*' ^>"P^*^- , In doing 

on'irtt-i'eil iie-ir M'tdisoii IJiin St-itiixi "" ""' """''' I'egimeut.s, mistaking m 

\\V hrokr I'aiiip ..,i th.- mnmiii.'. I l*'"' tin- ei.nny. tired int.. us, kiUing 

think, or 111.- llh. ami l,ivoua.-k.-.l '""| w.'u„.ling s,>veral ol our mea, 

m-:..' Itapidaii ."<tali..ii that nifrht. In ;""', '/^'"■^-y'^ ">;'"^;';' *''*■ ,***'"^ ^^■ 

the earlv moniiit-of the tithwe mule '"^"^ l^i'led Gen. .lenkias and wounded 

a forwl iiiaiHi U> the l«tttle-li,'l.l 'J'-n. Longslm-t, thisapparenUy pot 

wiiifh \\f n-irlinl ■ilimit ten o'cioi'k' '^"^^ "" '"'"' '" "" "?'"'■>**'"'"* for the 

■■Mahonr's luigiaie was onleiv.i 'l'l.^ . "sih.-ie seemed to la- very litti* 



I hi' right i 



e afterwards dining Iheday, 



tli>> Wil<l.-nirs.>. AI't.T ii»u]i: some "1 had Ihe ple-.isnn- of a short 

■ lislaiu-.' lhr"iij;!i tlir lliirkrl, wc en- etmversatlon with fJi-ii. I^taigstreet, 

conntertil ihe''iiciii,\^apparenlly liiv- returning from tlettjsbui^i throe 

ouackiitg, and littleexp<'<-tingaiiy at- yeafs ago, and he told iin- that, while 

ta<'k from that diii-ction. They Ile<l he knew he was wounded by hiBOWB 

pell-nieIll>efoi-ens,leavingtheirlight men, he never knew exactly how it 

i-iimp eiinipage seattered in every di- tH.-euri-e-l . He said <-\i'i'> thing was 

reetiivn, making s(".ircely any resis- working l>i'anlitiill,\ up to this point, 

lanei- until they reai'hed theOnuige and what sfeaieil to !«■ an opportu- 

plank ntailj when, having a natural qi(y for a hrillianl vii-tory was loM 



THE HATTI.K OF THE WILDERNESS. 



J thiH unfortiiaate uiifiimstunce. 
"I have HO often ihoiiKht of your 
aver)' iHid »allaiil iH'nriiig its yon 
d nii tJiroLi^ii tht' woods up to tlie^ 
uk r«Ml, I fwl thiit I would like' 
i»kti(>wwiih (H'Vtainty whctluT or 
Kmy rwollprtioiisiiM'i-oi'ivcl ;ls Id 
ippartyim timk in thiil i'1i;l]j;i'. 
••iVishin}; you ii Joug life, iiiiii-h 

IhqipliieeK aud great prosperity, Tniii 

u*By Inily, your eoini-adt, 

"JOHK R, TURSKH." 

% thin lettei' tieu. Sonel repliwl 
l-Htbllowh: 

'•Xkw Yukk, Jan. IWtb, INSW. 
"Ijee's BirthiUvy. 
'"JuHS K. TlRNKK, EKq., 

"A. P. Hill Camp, ('. V., 

■'Pt'terebnrg, Vii. 
•*I>e»u- Hir: Your letter of January 
^ttli was forwarded U> me from Hii- 
b, and I Jini \'ery ^\aA to hcjii' 
1 you. The everils you ili'scrilii- 
» long UK"' 'li^t irtii's iLiciiiipLy 
,- be plirdonwl if .slifilitly tn-iich- 
I rrous as to detail!^, luit I tniiy .s;iy at 
imce that your reeital of llu' iui'ident 
Hnd (he movement ul Maiiuiie's brig- 
ade »t the liattle of the Wilderuesn 

"The fsmouii incident ul Gt)D. Lee'a charge 
wiUi tbe Tt;xBA brigade, referrad tu by Col. 
Sorrel in his letter tu Hr. Turner, ia glvwi 
mm rollows by Col. Cbos. S. Vensbte, aid-de- 
^unp of Oen. Lue, In hU uddrees delivered 
betore the Virgiiila dlvlalou o( the Army of 
Nortbem Virginia, at It^auuual meeting In 
Bicbmond, October 3(). 1813: 

'It was here that the iocldent of Lee's 
ehu^ with Gregg's Te.'^as brigade occur- 
red. The Texons cheered lustily as their 
tlDie oS tMttle. comiDg up in spleiidld etyle. 
pamnd bj Wilcox's disoidered columns, and 
swept across our artlllerj pit and Its adja- 
o«M breaetwork. Much moved by the 
glMting of these brave men and their matt- 
niUoent behavior. Gen. Lee spurred his 
hot«e through ttn opening in the trenches 
aiid followed close on tlieir line ad it moved 
npid^ forward. The men did not perceive 
that, he was going with them until they hud 
advanced eome ilietunce in the ctmrge; when 
Ihey did, ther*! came fi-oni " ■ •■ 





oouformu accurately to my re«olleo- 
tiou of it, excepting, of oonree, the 1 
too partial and flattering view yon ! 
take of my own persoual service 1 
then;. But I will give you briefly | 
my own vei-sion of it, wliicli ivally 

-'LiMigshi-i-t's iMirps had to move 
:it Uii- I'iirliesl hour in the morning 
of the llth of Miiy, and iu'riving at 
the iKittle-field was JuhI in time to 
l>e thrown jmtors the plaiil; niad ami 
check the enemj' whow att;Mk hiwl 
l>egmi on A, P. Hill's corps. This 
of itself wa.-* a im^^iticent pei'form- 
auce of the corps — to f«rnL line in 
the dfiisc lliicket after a ha.st v march, 
in til.- Ill), 1st i.r tioi.ps siiddeiilv al- 
lack.-(i and letiiin- tr..iit llii> Irunl in 
disorder. IJeiiig done duriug the 
enemy's attack, it displayed the 
steadiness chai'm^teristic of Long- 
street'a famoiiR corps. This cheeked 
that attji^'k. and loi' a short time 
llii'ic was Slime nuieli 1( was then, 
ti.M. yiHi will riTiilleet. that (Jen. Lee 
wns ;il>,>iit lo lead the Texas brigade 
into suction, mi thitmtening was the 
situation. He was almost forcibly 
stopped by his oflicei's and the eii- 
treatieaof hisHoldiei-s.* It was soon 

as it rushed on, the ciy. 'Uo baak. General 
Lee! Go backi' Some historians like to put 
this in leHs homely words: but the brave 
Texans dl<l nut pick their phmeee. 'We 
won't go unless you gu back!' A sergeant 
seized hU bridle rein. The gallant Gen. 
Oregg (who laid down his life on the yth of 
October, almost in Gen. Lee's presence, in 
a desperate charge of his brigade on the 
enemy's lines in the rear of Fort Harrison), 
turning his horse towards Gen. Lee, remoD- 
Htrated with him. Juat then I called his at- 
tention to Gen. Longetreet, whom he had 
been seeking, and who eat ou his horse on 
a knoll to the right of the Texans, directing 
the attack of his divisions. He yielded 
with evident reluctance to the entreaties of 
his men. and rode up to Longslreet's posi- 
tion. With the first opportmdty I informed 
Gen. Longstreet of what had Just happened 
and he. with affectionate bluutness, urged 
Gen. Lee to go further back. I need not 
saytheTexanswcntfurward in their charge 
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aft*r this that Geu. Longstreet said 
to me tha*, if I were to collect some 
troops over ou the right, get them iu 
good line and iu touch with each 
other, and make a strong movement 
forward, swinging hy the right, he 
felt Biire a splendid succese would 
follow. I proceeded to follow out 
these directions, with full authority 
to control the mo\-ement. There were 
three brigades in addition, perhaps, 
to other troops, that I succeeded in 
getting into good form and ready to 
move. These were Mahone'B, Wof- 
ford's, and I believe the other was 
Anderson's. The movement soon 
began, at a given signal, oui- right 
swinging swiftly around, driving 
everything before it. The lines in 
front of us made some sharp resis- 
tance, but they were quickly over- 
come and our troops — Mahone's brig- 
ade, notably distinguished in the af- 
fair — rushed forward through the 
dense undergrowth, carrying every- 
thing before them. It was then that 
the incident occurred of which you 
speak, about poor Ben May. He was 
doing all that man could do with his 
colors, but seemed to be somewhat 
embarrassed by the bushes, and I 
thought perhaps I might help him to 
get them forward, mounted as I was. 
An you say, he positively refused to 
let them leave his own bands, and I 
was filled with a^lmimtiou of his 
splendid courage. I think it was on 
the 12th that poor May was shot, 
and I rwwved from a member of the 
1 2th N'irgiuia an affeiitioiiate me«sage 
that he sent me. I have always re- 
membered him as one of the bravest of 
f'onfederate soldiers. The 12th Vir- 
ginia did splendid service that day, 
and the rt^ment and myself liecame 



gi-eat friends. Till the end of 
war, whenever in niarcbefl or el 
where I met it, I was always honoi 
ed with its friendly greetings. A 
our troops reached the plank 
yon will recollect that a v'olley w^^a 
given to the enemy who were tryii^M 
to rally on the opposite side. By thBi 
voUey Gen, Wadsworth and hisbo iT * 
{while trying to rally his men) wi 
both kille<l, and his soldiers coi 
make no stand against us. Our ra] 
movement through the woods 
disordered our line, as you eorr«etl 
describe it. Leaving them for a mi 
ment, while recovering good order,! 
I hastened to Gen. Longstreet witfcf 
a view to bringing up supports to fol- 
low up onr splendid success. I met] 
the general near by, Jenkins' brigade 
immediately behind him. He had 
beard the sound of our rides, and, 
with the quick instinct of the gene* 
ral that he was, was following us up 
with a strong and powerful support 
to pursue his victory. I hart scarcely 
taken nn)re than a few steps with 
him when a sudden and unexpected 
fire, at first scattering, then heavier, 
broke ont from our men. The gene- 
ral was shot down by my side, and' 
at the same time Cien. Jenkins, oD4 
or two staif-officers and several cour- 
iers. I have never known a«curatf^lj 
who started this fire; there is yet 
some confusion about it; but it vnui \ 
fatal, and had tUeefl'wit, bydisjililinjr 
thegcneml, of putting a st.ii> tu lli<- 
hea^-y blow he was about indicliny 
on the disordered enemy. I^it4;rin 
theday, you will remember, we made 
another attack rather more direct, 
with a strong force, on the enemy, 
who had gotten behind some in- 
trenchments, but we there sustaiued 



and (ild well tliolr duty. Tliey were elgbt The battle was soon restored and the « 
hundred ntrong and lost balf tbeir number my driven bnuli ti> their poeition ot the nl 
killed and wounded "n that bliHxty day, before." 



^« »^ 



THK BATTLE I IF THE WlLliEHXESf). 



ft repiil8e, and that about cloBtxl tljp it to the uaiup. It fiirmHb<;« an iii- 

frincipsl features of the Ijattle of the t^resliuK page of the iiiiwritt«ii his- 

Wilderness on the fith of May. toryof the war. It conuectsourregr- 

"The iinpott»nee of ouf lltiiik at- iment and brigade with a most im- 

tack, which I have deserilved here bo portaiit move in the battle of the 

briefly, was not undeiestimated by Wilderness, and ahows how, when 

Bie enemy iu his subsequent rep<irtH. this move seemeil about to prove a 

He official report of the battle by great success, it was arrestwl by an 

Gen. Grant, or his immediate sulior- unfortunate accident. 

dinate, dew^ibes the ti-emendouN at "i did not witness tlie incident of 

twk of these three brigades, which the tiag. Ben May's refusal to let 

tntDedhis own left tlank and neaily the coIoi-h go from his hands was 

brought about a wide spi-ead disaster highly chai'acterislic of the man . A 

to the Federal anny. I (sinnot but splendid fellow he was, as brave as 

think it would have so ended, ha<l a ijon and as geidle as a womau, re- 

Mt Geu. Longstreet. in the flush of sembliug in this particular his dis- 

his success, and with ardent, fresh tiuguiahed nude, t^apt. Bobert B. 

troops in hand, been sti-uck down in Pegi-am, of naval fame, 

tke very act of delivering this blow. ..^he genei-al appearance of tiie 

iJlJ,*^ sketching this off to you „^ ,^i,^ j,^ srrubl.v oaks and 

lately and entirely ti-om memory, other trees, in wbi.h w.-.-ncmntered 

ttd while there may be some omis- ^^^^ Mi.-mv tbr lu-ushv Hat and geu- 

AW8,,or inaccuracies as to detail, I tie slopr i,n .ithei side al the point 

ttnii the account 18 not far wn»ng. ^^ Hist stiuek them, the enemv at 

ma best wishes lam, youi-s very thetopof the slope on the north aide, 

*"y and sincerely, ^y occasional blue coat and a Federal 

■'ti. M. ■SoRKEi.." Hag indistinctly visible for a moment 

hi a subsequent letter, under date through the foliage ot" the thick uii- 

JT .i,.L >^ii.i .- ^ dergi-owth, sav, less than a hundred 

Ri January 2-lth, 1SS2, assenting to ^^/ti^y ^'^^;, .j^^ad of us, on,- men 

reading our cori-espondenc*'. (Jen. in line of" battle, Jnst at the foot of 

relsays: the slope on the north side moving 

"Please give mv heartv regards, i-apidly foi^vai-d, some mouuted ofH- 

Wnembrances and all good wishes to '*™ "diug along with the line en - 

ftebrave \'eteran« von are asMHia- «>"niging the troops, one of these 

tod with Thev were nn i-omiades "ffi*'^!'^ conspicuously leauiug, the 

,too,andI shall' never foigetthcm or men loading and firing a« they moved 

flie tremendous days that brought tbrwanl, all yelling and cheering a** 

» together." they saw the enemy hastily retiring, 

' the woods echoing with the rapid 

To Comi-ade Geo. S. Beruard, a discharge of musketry and the 'i-ebel 

bKuber of my company, I tiret turned yell' sounding from moi-e than a thou- 

frer this correspoudeuce with Gen. sand Confederate throats, the men in 

flWrel, and requested his recollec- the fin^t spii-its as they pressed ou 

i: ..!..., .. ■ . ■ . — all ot this alwavs comes vividlv 

tan of the tattle. Hei-eia Ills reply: ^^ ,„ ,„j 3, ,^,. ,„„„„„ „,. „;, 

"Ihavei-ea«i with mnoh pleasure Wilderness. 

JFOur correspondence with Gen. Sor- "I have always thought that th' 

tel, and am glad you propose to read mounted officer I saw and partiou 



ton- ^ 
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larly noticed, his gallant bearing at- 
tracting my attention, was Ool. Sor- 
i-el, and Btill bo believe. I noticed 
this oflicer just as the line was as- 
cending the elope north of the marshy 
flat. HewaB, Ithink, less than fifty 
yards to the left of our company. 

"The move through the woods in 
pursuit of the retreating Federals 
was highly exciting, the men seem- 
ing to have lost all sense of danger, 
although hostile bullets were doing 
some demlly work . The rapid charge 
soon brought our regiment to the 
sonthern edge of the Orange plank 
road, arrived at which we were so 
close upon the enemy that two — I 
think three — of us fired simultane- 
ously at one retreating Federal on 
the north side of the plank road and 
not forty yards distant. As we fired, 
the Federal soldier fell. Leroy Ed- 
wards,! who was at my side, and one 
of those who fired, exclaimed, 'I hit 
him !' I am not sure that I also did 
not so exclaim — I know I (hou{/hl I 
hit him and that it was under my 
tire he fell. In a few seconds we 
were at his side and to onr surprise 
he did not appear to be badly hurt. 
Leroy Edwards,! as tender-hearted as 
he was courteous, first spoke to him, 
and offering to help, or helping him, 
to get to his feet, said in the most 
sympathetic way, 'I hope you are not 
hurt !' This striking incident, illus- 
trating the feeling of a true and chiv- 
alrous soldier towards his fallen ene- 
my, impressed me very much. 

■'Just after this onr line — I mean 
the part of it composed of the 12th 
regiment — being in a flat about fifty 
yards noi-th of the plank road, aud 
depressed about five or six feet below 
the level of the roadway, was re- 
formed, and facing southward moved 
back towards the plank road, ascend- 
ing a gentle slope as we neared it, 

1. t-eroTS. Kclnnrdi, of Rlcfamanil, Va. 



when suddenly we were startled by ii 
sharp volley of musketry coming fl 
a line of troops about forty or fiflgnfl 
yards south of the plank road, th^s 
bullets from which volley fierceljni 
whizzed over tuir heatls. I well re— < 
member my own thoughts — The ™«— ^ 
my are in our rear, mid iw are in a baeX^ 
box. Thisflashed through my mind— , 
Immediately the men fell upon theiiPi 
faces and would doubtless have Vt A 
Qac» b^iu to return this fire, butt |[ 
several cried out, 'You are firing into J^ 
your friends!' 'Show yoiir colors !'i^ 
Show your colors ! !' It immediately L> 
became apparent to us and to th« ^ 
men on the north side of the plank \i^ 
road that a mistake had been made L 
and the firing ceased. L 

"A part- of our brigade, during the 4» 
short spac« of hardly more than ten \, 
minutes that we were down the slope \i 
of the hill on the north side of the 
plank road, had moved to their right, 
so as to occupy exactly the ground 
over which we had passed a short 
time before, and not knowing that 
we were across the road, and seeing 
us coming in line of battle from the 
direction of the enemy, naturally 
took us to be Federals aud greerted 
lis with a shower of (_'onfederate lead, 
most of which, fortunately, passed 
over our beads. 

"When these men saw their mis- 
take and knew that their fire had | 
taken effect on some of onruieu, they 
were greatly distressed. "Boys, we 1 
are «o worn/.' We ai"e jto wm/.'." many I 
of them earnestly said, 'We did I 
not know you were our friends!' Jfo ' 
such protestations were of course ne- 
cessary, but the manly fellows who 
had made themistake seeme<l to think 
it neoe88ar>- thus to assure us. 

"In my diary on the morning of 
the 7th of May I wrote an acconnt 
of this action, from which I take the 
following extracts: 
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'••About t*n o'clock our brigade 
nt into action on the enemy's left 
I tak, and Lieut. Patterson^ was told 
I by Ilr. Prjor3 thismoruingthatC^a. 
I LmigNtre^t told hint that the bngade 
Itrfaaved \-ery well, and the 12th reg- 
it nn>st gallantly. We drove the 
Vnemy b«iutifully for a half mile or 
I »!»« through the woods, killing and 
Ivonnding mauy of them. The cas- 
wei-e five killed — Wm. F. 
IP&cd, Co. A; D. McC'ratiken, Co. B; 
mJaiia Mingea, Co, B; \V, A, Jelka, 
|tb.'B; and B. B.Barnes, Co. F; and 
brty-seven wounded, two of whom, 
I is thought, are mortally wounded 
-Ben White, Co. C, and Wm. Dei 
ridge, Co. I. Among thewounded 
!■ f lapt. Stephen White, Co, C, Ser- 
int George Morrison,-* Co. A, and 
f~PriTat4? John Lee* of Co, E, There 
wer^, unfortunately threecasesofae- 
cident^ wounding in the regiment. 
What were the casualties in the other 
regiments of the brigade I have not 
heard . Among those in the brigade, 
I toowever, I hear of Capt. B. Taylor, 
" Gen, Mahoue's staff, and of one 
r Uie general's couriers, Bernard, 5 
J wounded, and also Lieut. -Col. 
letree, of the 4l8t. 

most unfortunate affair oc- 
d just as the 12th was returning 
•om the advanced position to which 
they had charged the eueray. They 
were fired into by the 4l8t, and I 
hear also a part of the 6lBt regiment, 
who took u» to be the enemy. This 
fire wounded, and perhaps killed, 
e of our Yiest men, but what is 
moet unfortunate, it wounded tieu. 
BtaX Longstreet and killed General 
Jenkins, who were riding along 
s plank road just at the time. Our 
divifliou and Ueth's are now in Hue 
of battle in reserve. From what I 
am gather we gained not much by 

H. JohD R. Pattcraon, of Pelcnburg, Va. 

t. Dr. Theoilertok Fryor. 

r>. J. Morriwin, c.f HUenlnnv. Vn 



the tight of Thursday, except four 
pieces of artillery, and I hear 3,00ft 
prisoners. We lost heavilyin wound- 
ed, judging from the large number 
we met on the road yesterday morn- 
ing, lu the fight of yesterday we 
had greatly the advantage, driving 
the enemy a half mile and killing 
large numbers of them. 

' ' ' Anioug the incidents of the light 
I must mention the conspicuous gal- 
lantry of a member of our company, 
Jim Parley, 6 now of the sharpshoot- 
ers, who received two woimds, one 
in the shoulder and the other in the 
face, but eoutinned to chaige on with 
the regiment to the most advanced 
position. The gallantry of Lieut. - 
Col. Sorrel, of Longstreet's staiF, was 
also very conspicuous. He led us 
into action on horseback, waving bis 
hat and crying out, 'Come on Vir- 
ginians!' 

"'Gen. Wadsworih, of the Yankee 
army, was found wounded — it is be- 
lieved mortally— in that portion of 
the field over which the left of our 
brigade charged, and is therefore 
supposed to have been wounded by 
our brigade."' 

"About twelve months ago I made 
a copy of the account of this action 
given in ray diaiy and sent it to Le- 
roy Edwards. From his reply ac- 
knowledging its receipt, I make the 
following extract : 

" 'The fight that day, theburaing 
woods, our marchings and connter- 
marchings befoi'e and after the en- 
gagement, are well in my memory 
and are accurately recorded in your 
diary. Our company was not one 
hundred yards fiom the spot where 
LongBtreet was wounded and Gen. 
Jenkins was killed; indeed the same 
volley that disable*! these generals 
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likewine struck down two (2) of the Lougstreet'B wound, I did not^ 
color-guard of the Vith regiment. I hini or Gen. Jenkins, but locate' 
caunot forget the gallantry of Mayf point at O, probably a hundred 
(our eneign) at that critical moment, from M.' " 
when our men (16th Virginia T) were I turned over to Comrade Hugh R. 
strikmg lis down, nor do I forget gal- g^j^j, . ^i,^, „.^ ^i^^ a^ntant of oup 
laut May'8 bearing wheu Sorrel (ot . V^ ,,-.,.,. • i 

Ungstreet'8 staff) aaked May to let '-egiment, all of the loregoiug eorres- , 
him (SoiTel) carry the colors of the pondence, and receive<l from him ,, 
12th, and May's indignant reply, the following letter in reply: ■' 

This incident occurred before we uLie„t,_.comm'dr Jno. R. Turner. 1I 
reafihed the plank road. May was ,,„ ,, . -, 

knee-deep in a swamp and SoVrel's ^ "I>ear t^omrade: Your correspou. I 
horae w^ floundering in the mud. '*«°<i^'7t*'^*"-.^"«l' ««^t" ^*\^ | 
At this moment yonng Lee, of C«. E, i-^^l'^-ti^'S of the battle of the -W il- | 
was wounded . We soon r^hed the <l*';°«f? Siven by («mrad*« Bernard s 
phmk road and hastily dislodged the ^"^* t^^Ms, I find very interesting, r 
enemy ' reading. The accounts given of the T 

battle about coincide with mv own T" 
mere fon«», a aug«m, which i, omitted,] ppeoUecfion abont it . ■ •« 

" 'This rough drawing pre«euta my "My remembrance of the affair 
recollections of the swamp or marsh that our brigade was advancing in | 
in which the May and 8orrel incident line of battle, and the wo<k1s being 
ocenrred (I, A.) and about the loca- on tire caused our regiment (the 12th 
tion of Ijee when he was wounded. Virginia) to swer\e to the right, 
Our advance was then to the plank thereby becoming somewhat sepam- 
road, where we fonuti some hastily ted from the rest of the brigade, and 
constructed earthworks, bieaflt-high. we seemed to come in contact with 
and where we met \ery little retiis- the lell flank of the enemy, who were 
tauce. The oi^nizatiou of the reg- holdingthcp]aiikroad,audl thought 
ment, and indeed the brigade, was at the time that we were sent there 
then very imperfect . Soon after pass- eMpe<'ialiy to dislodge them, 
ing over the breastworks (k. k. k.) "I distinctly rememlter the Sorrel- 
we were recalled to the plank roa<l. May iuciilcnt and also recall the fact 
r remember John Patterson 'sT voice that, as we crossed the plank road 
in the call. As soon as we reached in pursuit of the Federals, I looked 
the plank i-oad on the advanc-e, 8or- down the road — towards Orange ('.- 
rel galloped down the road to our left, H. I mean — and saw the fresh troops 
and soon after our return to the road coming up with Gen. Longstreet at 
at k.k.k. May was waving the 12th their head, Sorrel having gone to 
flag and warning onr friends (16th them to let them know that the road 
Virginia t) who were advancing to was clear, 

the plank road . It was immediately "We advanced I)eyond the plank 
after two of our color -guard were road to a ravine aud then fell back to 
shot down at M, that I heard of Gen. the road, and about this time the flr- 






tHr. W. W. Tayleure, of Brooklyn. N. V., it w&b rQcugidzDiI. It w&e a, tKauttful and 

who was Bnl eerReaot of the Ptit«rst>urg grand aight — one foi' an artist." 

Riflemen, saye: "Ben May stood upon a 

stump, with his Lithe, Kraoeful, form.a amiie , cnpx. Juim h, riiiewi-n, -r Peierstnirs 
upon hl6 face, waving our baltif-Hag until s, Hutrh K. r^miih. r.i r.iirsi.n— •'- 
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If tijoiir troops from whom we had 
f separated Itegaii, and look- 
^intbat direction I i-wognized Maj. 
kherirlge, of the 41st Virginia i-egi- 
, tliat reKiiiieiit having been on 
knr im»icdiate left in the beginning 
i Ihe movement, and I immediately 
\ over ta him and informe*! 
u Ihat they were firing iuto their 
Ifrienilfi and the order to (lease firing 
I m immediately passed down the 
IGh, bnt not luittl Longstreet was 
■ rounded and Jenkins killed, as set 
f Anil iu the other accounts. 

"Gen. Anderson at once aasnnteil 
le command of Longstreet's forces, 
r fwi Ilie wounding of the latter gen- 
r cral ptiti a stop to the forward mo\'e- 
[ ment that was Iwing so flneceHsfnlly 
jjroseeiiteii. Yoiu- friend, 

Hugh R, Smith." 
r^ply to a letter written to Coni- 
oule Putnam Htith, now in Florida, 
I received from him a communication 
*ent me from Fort Metule, Fla., iin- 
.ler (late of February 9th, lH!t2, in 
which he says: 

•*I was present at the Wilderaess 
ligbl and remember that orders to 
-charge' were brought by Gen. (then 
Lieut. -Col. > Sorrel of Longstreet's 
staff. I remember that onr part of 
the line was ordered to move forward 
by Sorrel iii person. I think he at- 
tempted to take onr colors out of the 
hands of Ben May to carry them him- 
self, but he did not know the. stnfl" 
that Benwasmadeof — one who could 
carry colors where any other man 
eonld. Of course Ben refused to give 
np bis colors and carrieii them as gal- 
lantly as we were led by Sorrel. The 
bearing of Sorrel was such as to at- 
traet my alt«ntion, and I think the 
attention of every man in the brig- 
ade. More conspicuous gallatdry on 
the field I never saw. 




"I claim that we made a brigadier 
of him that day. His condnct on 
that field certainly entitled him to 
the distinction soon afterwards con- 
ferred on him by Gen. Lee. 

"In making that charge we got 
far iu advance of the balance of our 
command. A halt was ordered. 
Soon afterwards we were fired into 
by our own men, who, coming up, 
mistook us for the enemy. I think 
that waa the time when Longstreet 
was shot. Hugh Smith saved us 
serious damage by waving bis hand- 
kerchief on the point of liis sword. 
I have always thought that, had it 
not been that Longstreet was shot 
then by his own men, we would 
have put the Federals across the river 
that night and changed the whole 
of Grant's flank movement which 
terminated in the seige of Peters- 
burg. 

"I don't remember that we saw- 
Sorrel after that day until the even- 
ing we marched into Petersburg 
from across James river. On the 
march to Petersburg we met people 

foing out of town. Some of them 
new that the Federals were at the 
water-works. Others knew that they 
were even in town and by that time 
bad full possession. By these ac- 
counts we were worked up to a high 
pitch of excitement. We finally 
crossed Pocahontas bridge and 
marched through town, greeting our 
friends on every side. I, and I 
reckon most of the command, fully 
expected to charge the Federals on 
the heights. In going up Sycamore 
street, when we reach Marshall, we 
saw Sorrel riding up Marshall and 
close to us. He was recognized at 
once. I believe every man took off 
his hat simultaneously and cheered, 
calling out, 'Lead us. Sorrel ! Lead 
us as you did in the Wilderness 1' 
He removed his hat and bowed very 
low, remarking that nothing would 
please him better than to lead those 
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men id another charge, but that no angles to it, and after going some 
tigliting was to be done that even- distance, about a third of a mile ] 
ing, as we were only going out a suppose, we formed line of battle 
short distance to form a line and very quickly, and at once commenc 
rest. ed a forward movement on the ene 

"I Lave met the general since the my. We had not proceeded verj 
war and talked with him about this far, however, in line of battle, when 
incident, which be remembered per- Col. Sone! {afterwards brigadier 
fectly, and if I am not very much general,) General Lon^street's oai 
mistaken, he remarked that it was a sistant adjutant-general, appearec 
proud day for him. on the scene, and placing himself ia 

"Now, John, I am not a good front of the right wing of the 12tl 
hand at either writing or talking, A'irginia regiment, with his hat ia 
but if I have succeeded in giving one hand and grasping the reias cm 
you any pleasure by this simple nar- his horse with the other, he ezclaimi 
rative, I am amply repaid for the ed, 'Follow me, Virginians! Let m« 
time and labor it has cost me." lead you !' 

Aletterto Mr. Wm. C. Hmith, of ,.'7^^ gallantry of this officer o« 
„ , .„ n, , „ „ that occasion js as vivid to me no^ 

Nashville, Tenn., of Company B, as if it had been but yesterday. I 
12th Virginia regiment, requesting do not remember to have seen dur 
his recollections of the engagement, ing the whole period of the war e 
brought me a reply under date of ^fer exhibition of prowess than 1 
F,b™ry 26,,h, 1892 ,ro. which I SS^ S'^f^irdSj'e^""^ 
take the following extracts : i^^ ^^^ charge of Mahone's brigade 

"I cannot recall much of the route on the fith, and just a few minutcE 
along which we passed, except that before it reached the plank road, 
we moved in a northeasterly direc- the writer received a slight but very 
tion, somewhat; nor can I recall the painful wound, on the ankle of hie 
place at which we bivouacked on right foot, which disabled him foi 
the night of the 4th. On the night two or three days, and hence can 
of the 5th, however, we bivouacked not apeak from personal observa- 
near a place called Vidieraville. In tion as to what occuned during the 
themeantimereportsreachedusthat remainder of the tight. Soon aftei 
I fighting was going on iu that part reaching the field infirmaiy, how 

1 of Orange county known as the Wil- ever, wliich I found about three- 

I derness, and from the early start fourths of a mile to the rear from 

I taken on the morningof the fith and where I was wounded, I was inform 

I the rapidity of the march, it became ed by a member of my company 

II evident that the AVilderness was our who had been brought from the 
destination. front wounded, that the loft of the 

I' "After reaching the plank road, 12th Virginia regiment had become 

which was about 1* o'clock A. M., detached from the regiment of the 
we were hurried along to the scene brigade on its left (I think it was 
of action. By ten o'clock, or a lit- the4l8t Virginia) duringthe charge, 
tie after, on the fith, we were on the and that the l^th Virginia was far 
ground, but we had no sooner ar- in advance of the brigade when it 
rived than we filed to the ri^ht from was discovered, and that in return- 
the plank road, moving quite rapid- ing to resume its proper position, 
ly in a direction a|jparently at nght the 41st Virginia, supposingit to be 
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a^SIGN BEKJ'N H. MAY. 
" Ben May's lenisal lo let tbe colon gn Irma hia bands vies hlgWj chanclerlstlc of Q 
mau, AaplQDdld rullow he wss,u brave as a lion and u gamlc as a wonuitt, rewiinbllag Iq 
Ihli paitlculftl his dlitlusuiabed iiacle, Capt. Rolwil B. Pegnm, ot naval fame." F. BL 
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part of the enemy ha^ fired ioto 
12th Vir^^ia, killing and wound- 
qaite a number of its members. 
"I can recall the name of but one 
only who was killed by this unfor- 
tunate mistake, itnd that was John 
Uing^a, ivbo was a member of my 
company. A more gallant and faith- 
fnl soldier, or a more perfect ^en- 
deman, vraa not known in the ranks 
at the 12th "Virginia regiment. He 
wss a resident of this city (Nash 
rifle, Tenn.,) at the commencement 
of the war, and in company with the 
writer left this city April 'iilth, ISfil, 
for the purpose of enlisting in a 
company in his native state. To- 
other vfB returned to Petersburg in 
1861, and together we went to Nor 
, folk and enlisted May 10th, 18fil, 
e was my personal friend, and in 
imp one of my constant compan 
OS. It is not strange, therefore, 
a t his death, and the circum- 
BtftDces attending it, should be so 
re&dily recalled while writing my 
recollections of the battle of the 
Wilderness. My recollection is there 
waB very little fighting, if any, after 
2 o'clock P. M. of the 6th on that 
)art of the line in which Mahone'a 
mgade had been engaged before 12 
o'clock. I was at the infirmary, not 
over three-quarters of a mile distant 
from where I was wounded, and 
where the brigade had its hottest 
fire, lying in a tent bathing my foot, 
which had become very much swol- 
len, and I remember distinctly there 
was very little firing during tlie af- 
ternoon after 2 o'clock on the right 
of the plank road. 

"Early the next morning, the 7th, 
I was informed by Dr. Claiborne '■> 
that he had orders to move, and that 
some time during the day we would 
leave, as the army was moving. Be- 
ing anahle to walk, and being un- 
wiJUng to be left behind, I sent 



word to Hugh, my brother, the ad- 
jutant of the 12th Virginia, to send 
me his horse, that I wanted to keep 
up with the army. He complied 
with my request, and I went along 
with the brigade to Spottsylvania 
Court-House, where I rejoined my 
company, though my wound was 
still very painful, and took a part in 
that engagement, 

"There was one feature of the 
battle of the Wilderness that im- 
pressed me very much, and that was 
the meagre use of artillery. The 
nature of the country thereabouts 
and the thick undergrowth through- 
out that section may account for 
this, no doubt, although the loss of 
men, especially on the Federal side, 
was very great. Quite a number of 
Federals were brought to our in- 
firmary, among them Gen. Wads- 
worth, who was mortally wounded." 

Comrade Joseph E. Rockwell, ser- 
geant Company A, of the 12th Vir- 
ginia regiment, having had the fore- 
going correspondence submitted to 
him, sent me a reply in which he 
says: 

"Qur movements forward were 
made with all possible haste, but 
owing to entangled undergrowth in 
some places, and the marshy nature 
of others, our line of battle was not 
well preserved, as in our impetuos- 
ity to get forward many of our ex- 
treme right became separated from 
our main forces in the charge. 

"The enemy were in retreat, and 
we had the pleasure of seeing their 
backs for a considerable distance, 
except at intervals, when the smoke 
from the burning woods would con- 
ceal them from view, as the woods 
by accident or design had been 
fired by thelenemy, and many of their 
dead and wounded comrades were 
lying about the fired woods; but were 
had no time to help them then. 
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"PreBsiDg on for a few yards fur- "I was present at the battle of tliM^iq 

ther, for aome reason we oame to a Wilderness in command of aboiac^ 

halt, that is, our part of the com- 170 of the picked men of Mahone^^^M 

mand, which I am under the im- brigade, who had bnt a short tim^^ 

pression was in advance of our col- before been organized by Gen. Mi^^ 

ors. Here tlie retreating enemy hone into a battalion of sharpshoi><^^ 

came upon their reserves, and we ers, composed of five com pan i o - — 

had it quite hot until many of our Soon after the brigade reached tl^^M 

comrades were shot down. I was Wilderness, on the moming of tbz^ 

fortunate enough to catch a friendly Bth of May, we moved out to tti^i 

ball my8e!f,anda8noBurgeon would right and south of the plank roa*«:2 

take the responsibility of cutting for and so extended our line of batt2< 

it, I have carried it from that time that was then formed in the woo*^ 

to the present with special affection, facing east. I then advanced tt>' 

and as a cherished memento of that battalion of sharpshooters as skrr- 

sanguinarj' battle. My thoughts mishers about 150 yards in front 

then very naturally reverted to our the brigade. 

brigade surgeon, Dr. Jas. W. Clai- "I do not know exactly how lon( 

borne, whom I found at his infirm- we had been there when Genera 

ary, about a mile to the rear, and Mahone, riding up, informed me] 

principally occupied in attending that an attack was about to be madef 

the enemy, of which he had a lar^^e on the itank and front of the ene-^ 

number, many of them desperately my's line on the south side of the 

wounded, and among them was plank road; that General Lougstret ' 

Gen. Wadsworth, of New York, who had sent two brigades through a_ 

was brought to our infirmary with old railroad cut to attack the enem] 

a miuuie wound in the forehead, on his jthe enemy's) left flank, am 

and was placed alone in an officer's that with his (Mahone's) brigade b< 

tent which bad been put in position would attack in front. He direi ' 

for his especial benefit. He died, me to move forward slowly 

however, in a few minutes after be- gently with my sharpshooters unl 

ing placed on bis back in this tent. I heard the cheers of the flanking 

"Permit me in closing to mention brigade, when I was to advance 

the name of Private BiSon, of Com quickly to the front and attack, 
pany A, 12th Virginia regiment, 'a "Ordering the men forward, we 

low private in the rear rank,' when moved very slowly to the front for 

out of action. His conspicuous some distance, when hearing a tre- 

modesty gave place to conspicuous mendous 'rebel yell' on our right, 

gallantry while in the field, and his we pushed forward as rapidly as the 

peculiarity being that of crying in thick undergrowth would allow, but 

earnest and fighting hard when I left did not go very far, when coming 

the field," to ^ slight opening about forty 
yards wide and seventy long, which 

To Comrade E. M. Feild, hen looked as if it were the site of an old 
ten ant- colon el of the 12th Virginia pond, I saw the enemy's line of bat- 
regiment at the battle of the Wil- tie on the opposite or eastern side 
demess and subsequently its colo- °^ J^}}^ opening moving to their 

IT I u -11 J .L * • light in column of fours at a double 

nel, I next submitted the foregoing ^^^ ^^^^^ j^^_ j ^^^^ ^j^^ ^^ 

correspondence, and here is his Jers to the sharpshooters to com- 

reply : mence firing, which order was re- 
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eaJbed in a loud tone by all of the my before as without regard to the 
ommiBBioued and □OD-commieeiou- sharpshooters being in their front, 
i officers of the battahon, which I T quickly withdrew to the rear with 
(w attracted the attention of the my men, and in that position went 
lemy. I saw four men just at this forward with the brigade until we 
ime step out of line and prepare to reached the plank road. Before 
Ire, and thinking it the part of a we moved forward and whilst we 
|ood skirmisher to seek protection were about this opening I was par- 
rhen possible, and seeing a dead ticularly struck by the coolness and 
pee about the size of my body about gallantry of Gen. Mahone. Our 
liree feet from me, I stepped quick brigade had about reached the point 
behind it, but not in time to es- at which we first saw the enemy as 
pe a bnllet which passed through above described, and a considerable 
ly clothes, grazing my spine slight- number of the enemy being gather- 
giving me great [jain at the time ed in knots at short range (about 
i causing paralysis of my lower seventy-five yards distant) on our 
lbs that evening, so that I could left Hank and firing into it, this caus- 
weely use them. I came near ed the left of the 6th Virginia regi- 
^nng the field, thinkingthatlhad ment to double back until it had 
en shot through, but was obliged gotten to be twenty-tive or thirty 
smile after finding the extent of rauks deep. At this time Gen. Ma- 
f injury, and thought how I, who hone dashed up on his horse and in 
jd been selected to command the a clear, shrill, voice, which could be 
ieked men of Mahone's brigade, heard above the rattle of the mus- 
Oold have been laughed at had I kets, asked, "What regiment is this 
t the field for so slight an injury, in this confusion ?' Bein^ answered 
Bergeout of the 61st regiment, that it was the (ith Virginia, he ex- 
it as I was struck, fell at my feet, claimed, 'The 6th Virginia regiment 
lot through the brain. of my hriijajie — that splendidly 
'"The enemy's line at this place drilled reginient — in this co?idition?' 
B somewhat broken by our fire. It is needless to tell that the men 
t a mnch larger number than com- were in their places as quickly as 
need my force of sharpshooters possible, and promptly moved for- 
ilted and returned our fire. While ward, 

as going on I could hear our "The brigade having swung 
le behind us advancing, and around to the left, we soon had the 
ig from the sound made 6y the entire force of the enemy on the 
uteens of the men striking against south of the plank road routed, leav- 
:e bushes that the brigade was in ing in our hands a large number of 
isy supporting distance of us, I dead and wounded, among the lat- 
■ve the orders to the sharpshooters ter Gen. Wadfwoi-th, whom I re- 
charge, which order being repeat- member seeing lying on the ground 
hy all the officers of my com- as we passed along. I reached the 
md, was, I thought, mistaken by plank road with the 6th regiment, 
IB brigade for an order for them where we halted and commenced to 
t charge, as they immediately came reform on the south side of the 
rword very rapidly. road. I saw coming down the plank 
"I had gotten nearly across the road from the west Gen. Longstreet 
pening above referred to when our and staff, followed at some little dis- 
ligade reached it, and, as the men tance by a column of men. which 
our rear opened fire on the ene- extended as far us I could see and 



Wotford up the plaok lodd, and front, and ordered me to take posi 

learning the condition of tbiu^s in tion with my right resting on the 

front, we met the lieutenant-jione Orange railroad. Though an ad- 

ral commanding coming to the front vance was made later in the day, m.r 

almost within musket range of tlie troops became no more engaged, 

Brook road. Exchanging hasty con- except Gen. Wofford, who moved 

gratnlatious upon the success of the against the enemy in the afternoon 

morning, the lieutenant general on the left of the plank road, and 

rapidly planned and directed an at met with some success' in that qnar 

tack to be made by Brigadier-den- ter and suflfered some loss." 
era! Jenkins and myself upon the g^^ ^Vm. Mahone, in his report, 

position of the enemy upon the ti i n- r> j _. . ,nnn 

fer^ck road before he could recover Rebellion Record, part 1, page 109H 

from his disaster. The order to me a^ys: 

was to break their line and push all "The next day (May Gth) we were 

to the right of the road toward with our troops on the plank ro*!, 

Fredericksburg. Jenkins' brigade and where the tight was already 

was put in motion by a Hank in the earnestly progressing at an eaitf 

plank road, my diviRion in the woods hour. We were at once assigned > i 

to the right. I rode with Gen. Jen- position in support of a part of tba , 

kins at the head of his command, line of Lieut.-General Longstreet's 

arranging with him the details of front, but very soon after we were 

our combined attack. We had uot ordered to join and cooperate with 

advanced as far as the position still Anderson's and Wotford s brigades, 

held by Wofford's brigade, when of that corps, in an attack upon the 

two or three shots were fired on tlie enemy's left flank. As the senior 

left of the road, and some stragglers brigadier, I was, by Lieut. -G en er»l 

came running in from that direction, Longstreet, charged with the imme- 

and immediately a volley was pour diate direction of this movement. 

ed into the head of our column from Wofford and Anderson ware already 

the woods on our right, occupied by in motiou, and in a few minutes the 

Mahone's brigade. By this volley line of attack had been formed, and 

Gen. Longstreet was prostrated by the three brigades, inimposingordet 

a fearful wound ; Brigadier General and with step that meant to conquefi 

Jenkins, Capt. Alfred E. Doby, my were now rapidly descending upon 

aid-de-camp, and Orderly Marcus the enemy's left. The movement 

Baum, were instantly killed. was a success— complete *s it wa» 

"As an instance of the prompt- brilUant. The enemy were swept from 

ness and ready presence of mind of our front on the plank road, where 

our troops I will mention that the his advantages of position had al- 

leading nies of Jenkins' brigade on ready been felt b]^ our line, and front j 

this occasion instantly faced the which the necessity for his dislods- 1 

firing.ondwereabouttoretumit; but ment had become a matter of mucA 1 

when I dashed my horse into their interest. Besides this valuable result ^ 

ranks, crying, 'They are friends,' the plank road had been gained and 

they as instantaneously realized the the enemy's line bent back in macfa 

position of things and fell on their disorder; the way was open forgxeat 

faces where they stood. This fa er fruits. His long hnes of dead 

tal casualty arrested the projected and wounded which lay iu the wake 

movement. The commanding gen of our8Woop,fumi8hedevidenc6th»t 

eral soon came in person to the be was not allowed time to change 
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well aa of the executiou of 
loiirfiie. Among bis wounded Briga 
I JierGdiieral Wadswortb, commaud 
l&jrsdiviBioD, fell iDto our hands. 
"Lieutenant -Colonel G. M. Sorrel, 
sf Geo. LongHtreet's staff, who waE 
ith me in conducting this move 
(iil,tmdCapt. Robertson Taylor,!' 
nst&Dt adjutant - general of Ma- 
lODe's brigade, who was wounded in 
'< fight, specially deserve my ear- 
stcommeDdatiou for efficiency and 
UDspicuous gallantry on this occa- 
m. 

TbecaBoalties of the brigade were 
ifollows: Officers. 1 killed and 3 
ounded; men, li) killed, 123 wound- 
. ing; total, 20 killed, 126 

onnded, 7 missing." 
The historian Swintoo, in bis work 
•ore aeotioned, at page 433, says: 
"Thficontest that signalized Long- 
beet's arrival on Hancock's front, 
d restored the integrity oftbesbat 
«d Confederate right, now died 
»y; and for some hours, up to 
irly noon, there was a lull. Du 
Bg this time Longatreet's troops 
intinaed to arrive, and when at la.st 
Bline had acquired breadth and 
sight for the incoming force, it was 
tvaDced, and Hancock's troops, 
hich had first halted, now began to 
il a heavy pressure. The attack 
it fell on the left of the advanced 
Be, held by the brigade of Frank, 
bis force Longstreet's troops fairly 
ferran; and bnishing it away, they 
rock the left of Mott's division, 
hich was in turn swept back in con- 
llion; and though Hancock endeav- 
«d, by swinging back hie left and 
Vming line along the plank road, 
>Becare the advanced position still 
^by his right, it was found im- 
Bsible to do so, and he had to con 
Bt himself with rallying and re- 
miiDg the troops on the original 
, along the Brock road, from 
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which they had advanced iu the 
morning, Wadsworth, on the right 
of Hancock, opposed the most ne- 
roic efforts to the onset of the ene- 
my; but after several ineffectual 
charges, his troops broke into the 
retreat; and while striving to rally 
them, that patriotic and higb-souled 
gentleman and brave soldier received 
a bullet in his head, and died within 
the enemy's lines the following day. 

"But in the very fury and tempest 
of the Confederate onset the advance 
was of a sudden stayed by a cause 
at the moment unknown. This af- 
terwards proved to liave been the fall 
of the head of this attack. 

"LoDgstreet had made his dispo- 
sitions for a decisive blow; for while 
advancing one force in front, he sent 
another to move around Hancock's 
left and lay hold of the Brock road. 
At the time the Union troops were 
giving ground, and the Confederates 
were pushing on, that officer, with 
his staff, rode forward in front of his 
column, when suddenly confronting 
a portion of his own flanking force, 
the cavalcade was mistaken for a 
party of Union horsemen, and re- 
ceived a volley under which Long- 
street fell, severely wounded." 

In a foot note to the last paragraph 
Mr. Swinton says : 

"General Longstreet stated to the 
writer that he saw they were his own 
men, but in vain shouted to them to 
cease firing. He also expressed, with 
great emphasis, his opinion of the 
decisive blow he would have inflicted 
had he not been wounded. 'I 
thought,' said he, 'that we had an 
other Bull Run on you, for I had 
made my dispositions to seize the 
Brock road;' But on my pointing 
out that Hancock's left had not ad- 
vanced, but remained on the origi- 
nal line, covering that road, he ad- 
mitted that that altered the complex- 
ion of affairs." 



Before concluding this address it of the Wilderness, in his letter dated 

IB due to Gen, Mahoue, aud to the March 5th, 1892, says : 
officers and meu of his brigade, by "The 12th was on the rigrht, the 

whose fire Gen. Longstreet was ^Ist next; then came in order the 

struck down at the critical moment ^^^^' \^'^)^ ^^ j'h regiments. W« , 

, ^, , ,,, , ,, „.., , moved m this direction at nght an- 

of the battle of the Wilderness, as ^j^^ ^-^^ ^\^^ ^oad some litfle dia-i 

has been narrated in the foregoing tance, and then wheeled to the left, ■ 

accounts of the engagement, to say the 12th being on the extreme righk, ■ 

that DO blame attaches to him or to *lst next, in eachelon, aud then the 

them for the unfortunate accident, «lst, 16th and fith. Mahone,I_think, 

, . , ,. , ,1 . , -. had been given another bngade, 

which no ordinary forethought, it j^^t ^i^^t it was I do not remember. 

seems, could well have avoided, but in front of the «th and IGth we met 

which must rather be considered Gen. Wadsworth's command. There 

one of those mysterious iuterposi- was considerable fighting on the left 

tions of the Almighty in the affairs "' the (list, but Wadsworth bemg 

, , 1 , i_ mortally wounded and a large num- 

of men deemed necessary to shape b^r of his command captured or 

for his own purposes the course of killed, our entire front was soon 

human events. The brigade, men cleared of the enemy. 

and officers, won laurels in this ac , ."I fliscovered on the report ol 

,■ J -I L n J J 1 Ijieut.-Col. Minetree,'- in command 

tion,andit has afforded me rnuch of the41st.thatthel2thhadbeenlo8t 

pleasure to contribute what has been i halted the brigade, reported to 

read this evening towards the history Mabone and went forward myself to 

of its famous career, and in so doing see if I could find where the 12tli 

to record speciaUy the splendid con "["^f* ^^'« \^^ ^^}^^^^ o°]y ^bout 

, . t ., 11 1 tj 1 1 sixty or seventy yards from the road, 

duct o the gaUan Sorrel and no butthere was a dense woods in front 

less gallant May, the ensign of the of us aud a great deal of fire and 

12th Virginia. smoke. In fact, I do not think I 
have ever seen a battle-field where 
there was more destruction and more 

. T.T-,Ti.TT-. . horrors than that of the Wilderness." 
ADDENDA. 

Capt. John R. Patterson, who, as 

Since the foregoing address was fir8tlieuteuantofOo.E,12th Virginia 

delivered, several letters and state- regiment, commanded that company 

ments from participants have been in the action, in a statement furnish- 

received. From these it has been ed by him, says: 
deemed proper to make some ex "I distinctly rememberseeingCol. 

tracts under the belief that they will Sorrel attempt to take the flag from 

throw light upon and add interest ' 
to what has been already said. 

Colonel (now General) V. D. Gro- , "CoLoQel Minetree Btetes that there were 

.......<- , ■ 1 f *• compaiiiee of the 12th regiment (ttaoM 

ner, of Norfolk, \a..who,as colonel on Ita eitrema left) that remained in tfae 

of the «l8t Virginia regiment, com 'iPr'"J^"'*'*ii'''tg""T'L""'*.''!?,',;^ 

^ 111 *"<' i)*^^ E<^ across the plank roail with tiis 

manded that regiment in the battle mainbody of the I2th regiment. , 
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file ^llaut Beu May. This occur- 
red wheo we were near the plank 
",. Before we reached the plank 
i I recollect lookiug down the 
be to my left and seeing Sergeant 
Jeorge J. Morrison, of Conapany A, 
ne of the beat soldiers in the regi- 
wst, throw down his guu and start 
D the rear. Although we were then 
firing the enemy, the thought flash- 
id through my mind that, if such a 
ua as George MorriHon was going 
D the rear, the bottom of the light 
t be out on that part of the line; 
. iiBweadTaueed,swingingaround 
Dtheleft, I learned that he had been 
" k through the body. 
'Just before I saw George Morri 
I, as above narrated, I remember 
ing Gen. Mahone, who at the 
a was riding immediately in the 
■ of oar part of the line, about 
feet from where I was, whilst we 
preBsing forward under heavy 
his accustomed calm and 
,ble tone, 'Steady in the 

. lament crossed the plank 

'\, and I remember seeing uum- 
B of the enemy in utter confusion 
' route mnning through the 
ds. In a little opening about 
mty yards in our b'ont a single 
in appeared, when one of our boys 
1 to me raised his guu to shoot 
J, when I said, 'Don't shoot! AVe 
I *iU catch him !' Just then the Fed- 
Ktnl soldier dodged behind a tree, 
llnd, as we approached, jumped out 
"i started to run again. I then 
d to the man whom I had just be- 
■8 prevented from firing, 'Let liim 
-wit!' At the crack of the gun 
UretreatingFederalfelldead. This 
1 the north side of the plank 



enemy had just been driven, the oth- 
er regiments of the brigade naturally 
supposed we were the enemy and 
tired into us. As soon as this 6re 
opened, knowing what it was, I fell 
flat on the ground in the plank road. 
Some one exclaimed, 'Show your 
colors !' I shall never forget what I 
consider one of the bravest acts I 
ever witnessed: The color-bearer 
stepped out on the plank road and 
calmly waved his colors over his 
head, although a line of our own 
men, not more than fifty yards — in- 
deed, not that far — in his front, were 
at the time pouring a deadly lire into 
us, which resulted in killing and 
wounding some of the best men in 
our regiment."* 

Judge D. M. Bernard, of Peters- 
burg, Va., of Co. E, 12th Virginia 
regiment, furnishes the following 

statement : 

"I have read with pleasure the cor- 
respondence and statements relating 
to the battle of the Wilderness you 
have handed me for perusal. 

"I was a member of the corps of 
sharpshooters of Mahone 's brigade, 
commanded by Col. Feild at the bat- 
tle of the Wilderness, and remember 
well that we passed through marsh, 
swamp and burning woods. I was 
struck with the coolness and soldier- 
ly bearing of Col. Feild, and with 
the dash and gallantry of a. mounted 
staff-officer, who, I believe, was Col. 
Sorrel. Whilst we were advancing 
through the woods, I picked up a 
fine pair of officer's gloves, which I 
immediately handed to this staff- 
officer, who was at the time riding 
near me. Receiving the gloves with 
a smile he thanked me for them, say- 



e regiment was now halted, "Sergeant Tayleure aaye that Ben May. 

ne were ordered to return to the '^« color-boarer was standing upon a 

, , , , . 3 . stump, with ft amlle upon hla [ace. when he 

uice of the bngade. As we came 4,^ ^^ ^t ^t maBnlflcont courage. See 

K over the ground over which the page 94. 
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ing.'They are tlie very things I need.' 
"I was not an eye-witness of the 
May-Sorrel flag incident, hut remem- 
ber hearing of it about the time of 
its occurrence. So gallant an act 
was to be expected of Ben May, as aU 
who knew him can testify. I well re- 
member, too, and can never forget, 
how, not many days after this battle, 
when he had received his mortal 
wound at Spottsylvauia Court-House 
my heart was melted while shakiug, 
in our last good-bye, the poor fm- 
low's hand, hot with the fever that 
I knew must, and which did, in a 
few hours burn out his noble Hfe." 

To the foregoing address of Mr. 
Turner and its tii/(/ciuhi, the follow- 
ing letter from Major Andrew Dunn, 
of Petersburg, Va., may properly 
be appended : 

"pETERfillUEG, Vi., ( 

"July 1, 1892. ( 
"Mr. G-EO. S. Bernard. 

"Dear Sir : You have requested 
me to give you my recollection of 
the wounding of Gen. Longstreet in 

•Sergeant W.W. Tayleun?. In a letter datP.d 
Julf i, 1892. tells the fullowlng pathetic In- 
cident about young Wm. F. Put^ul : 

"JuHt a tew daye before the aprliig cam- 
paign opened with this battle, there was 
quite a religious revival ko1"K o" 1" the 
camps and many were induced to join the 
church. Young Puool had written home to 
hlH mother asking heradvlue upon the Bub- 
Ject. A letter was received by me for him, 
and one to me also, aaklng me to advise 
him to do 60. On the morning of th<) lith 
ol May. when we were ordered to pacb up 
aad maceh, I tried to find young Fucoi, and 




the battle of the Wilderness, As 
member of his staff— I was one 
his aids de -camp — I was within 
few feet of him at the time he va 
wounded. We were on our hors 
on the plank road. A few minnt 
previously I had suggested to Ik 
that he was exposing himself ve 
much, I thought. 'That is our bi 
iness,' was his reply — which silenc 
me. When the volley, a shot frc 
which wounded him, was fired, 
fell from his horse heavily to fc 

f round, and I thought he had h& 
illed. I went immediately to lu 
and found him breathing. Drs. J- 
Dorsey Cullen and Randolph Barl 
dale, of his medical staET, were i 
mediately sent tor and took him 
the rear. 

"Your Comrade, 

"Andkew Dunn." 
The message sent by Ben May 
Col. Sorrel, referred to in Col. S 
letter to Mr. Turner, was, "Tell C 
Sorrel I could not part with fc 
colors, but we followed him."* 

G. 8. B- 

lu calling tor hltu over the camp I at Li 
found him, all ready for the march, butw- 
othors he was kneeling on all toure. with 1 
face in his hands, praying. I did not<t 
turti him, and soon we were on the mar* 
Shortly forwards we were engaged w; 
the enemy, and through fire and smoke ' 
pushed our way. while the enemy fled, lea 
Ing their dying and dead to the ravogea 
the naui(.>s. Almost the flriit news I ■ 
ceived was thn doatii of young Puoci, sb 
through the head while purBuing the r 
treating Federals." 
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THE DEFENSE OF PETERSBURG 



ON THE 9th of JUNE, 1864. 



A>' ADDRESS BY COL. FLETCHER H. ARCHER, WHO COMMANDED 
THE RESERVES AND MILITIA IN THAT ENGAGEMENT, DE- 
LIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFEDERATE 
VETERANS, OF PETERSBURG, VA., ON THE 
EVENING OF THE 6th OF JUNE, 1889. 



Comrades: 
There is scarcely a city in 
Virginia, and but few within 
the broad limits of our Union, around 
which cluster more historic memo- 
ries than around our own fair city of 
Petersburg. The falls of the Appo- 
mattox, the chief tributary to the 
noble stream upon which the first 
permanent English .settlement was 
made, were relatively of too much 
importance not to elicit the early 
attention of those who, looking be- 
yond the palisades of Jamestown, 
sought other localities where they 
might establish themselves to profit 
and advantage. Consequently, as 
early as the year 1645, only thirty- 
eight years after the arrival of the 
whites in Virginia, as we are in- 



formed, a party was dispatched to 
this place to make a permanent set- 
tlement. It is needless to consume 
time in attempting to portray the 
mutations through which this set- 
tlement passed, until, after the lapse 
of rather more than a century, it 
had attained a magnitude sufficient 
to warrant an application to the 
house of burgesses for corporate 
privileges. 

Suffice it to say that the toils, the 
dangers, the privations and hard- 
ships, which the settlers were ne- 
cessarily compelled to encounter, 
enstamped upon their characters an 
individuality and force which, hav- 
ing been transmitted to their de- 
scendants, have contributed to ren- 
der them conspicuous in every time 
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of emergency or need. In one of 
the early Indian wars, when Vir- 
ginia was a colony, and Washington, 
then a colonel in the colonial ser- 
vice, with a handful of citizen sol- 
diers, was upon our frontier con- 
tending with the (lilliouitieB that 
environed him, and striving to sup- 
press the ravages of a cruel and 
bloodthirsty foe, the good old Ma 
sons of Blandford Lodge, No. 3, as- 
sembled in their lodge room and 
adopted a resolution ofl'ering a lib- 
eral bounty to those who woiild en- 
list in the service. In the war ol 
the revolution, when the tide of in 
vasion rolled through Virginia, and 
our town was attacked by a force ol 
twenty-three hundred British sol- 
diers under the command of G 
ral Phillips, and the traitor Arnold, 
Baron Steuben, with a compara- 
tive handful of mihtia, mot them 
upon the threshold, and though he 
could not drive them back, gave 
them a foretaste of what they, along 
with the whole of Cornwallis' army, 
were to encounter only a few months 
thereafter, upon the memorable 
plains of Yorktown— excepting of 
course the traitor Arnold, who had 
more than sufficient reason to avoid 
the risk of capture, and left the 
state before the final catastrophe. 
In the war of 1812, while our forces 
upon the Canadian frontier were 
undergoing alternations of defeat 
and victory, o. band of ardent young 
patriots, numbering more than one 
hundred, under the lead of Captain 
McRae, tendered their services to 
the govemiuent, marched tlirough an 



inhospitable wilderness to the poe 
of danger, and by their gallantry i* 
action, their submission to discsi 
pline, and their noble bearing, wc»' 
for themselves the high approb^ 
tion of their commanding genersJ 
and for their town at the hands if^ 
President Madison the appellatiotS 
of "The Little Cockade." 

During the revolution in far off 
Texas, when the whole Southern 
mind was fired with indignation at 
\- the cruel butcheries of her assail- 
,. ants, and their utter disregard of 
if the amenities of civilized warfare, 
- a body of adventurous spirits, with 
[1 Peebles at their head, set sail from 
,f our wharves, to cast in their lot 
[- with the struggling infant republic. 
I. When as a consequence of that rer- 
olution and the admission of Texas 
into our Union, a war sprung up 
between the governments of the 
United States and Mexico, and a 
call was made upon the Sonthern 
states for voluuteere, our little city, 
true to her instincts, responded to 
the call by sending out two compa- 
nies numbering more than one hun- 
dred and seventy young men, who 
repaired to the front, performed 
their duties as true soldiers, and re- 
maiued in the service to the cloBO of 
the war, 

And finally, in the tremendotu 
dmnia thut opened upon uh all but 
little more than a riuart^r of a cen- 
tury ago, the after-picoe« of which 
have scarcely yet ceased to present 
thvuiHelvcM in kaleidoscj^pic^ view, be- 
fore Virginia herself hail fairly 
whci'leil into tine, nearly the whole 



rfmirlhen in-ailable volnnteer forc^, 
io obedieDre lo the call made npou 
tt«n, luid aside their <'ivic employ- 
1, doiiue<l their imiforaiB, shoul- 
their rifles and marehe<l away 
MIhe l>egiimiiig n{ a vonliiet which 
wu Id niltuiuate iu a sacrifice of hu- 
I lifr, & destruction of property, 
a wide -spread det'astation and 
rain, never oonoeived of by the wild- 
uaginatioQ of an AmericaQ citi- 
aod liiit rarely snrpaesed Id the 
Roorded annals of the world's histo- 
ly. And following these pioneers, 
lUy after company was raised 
unexampled rapidity, until 
itiiin a short space of time, out of a 
rilite popnlation of less than ll>,0(H) 
an ages and of both sexes, seven- 
Qi companies of good men and 
OP, comprising every arm of the 
llery, eavalrj- and in- 
itry — had gone forth from our 
old city to do battle to the end 
behalf of Southern rights and 
ODthern civilization . To follow 
brave and devoted men thi-ongh 
the Ticissitudes of our four years' 
Sniggle; to portray in fitting terms 
tteir patient endurance of hardnhip, 
fteir nnH inching adherence to duty, 
ttfir ready adaptation to every ne- 
•Wfflty. and aboi'e all their deeds of 
Boble daring in the face of danger 
tod of death, would require a pen 
w facile as that which recoi-ded the 
O»dgof heroes at the siege of an- 
Hi'nt Troy — and time far more ex- 
WiImI than could l>e poBsibly em- 
l>nM*<l within the limits of the 
I'rfaonI orcitsion. I uiiml therefore 



be content in passing on to say that 
from every t>attlefield on which they 
fought; from Wilmington to Gettys- 
burg, from Xorfolk to Appomattox 
Oourt-Hon8e,our boys of theold 12th, 
the 41st. the Sth, the 3«1— the ar- 
tillej,^' and ca\-alry, and wherever 
else they were — Iwre off a re«oi'd 
which should illustrate the pages of 
our city's history, dow^l to the latest 
period of its corporate existence. 
And now this leads to the pertinent 
enquirj-, if the scuis could thus 
manftilly deport themselves and he- 
roically stand up to their doty 
through the long lapse of days and 
mouths iuid even yeare, when the 
hours of gloom and darkness came, 
who kept watch and wai-d over the 
mothers, the sisters, and the children 
of those absent oues f What of the 
aged sii-ea and the uutledge<l younger 
brothers! Well, there is a storj' 
connected with this, which, if faii'ly 
told, may enable you to ti-ace the 
source whence the mettle i»me that 
made those bojs in grey the heroes 
that they were, and to realize the fact 
that the stock from which they sprung 
still nourishe*! seious lithe and strong, 
prepared for deeds for which they'd 
ha^e no canse to feel the blush of 
shame — I mean 



I would that sonje one else had 
undertaken the task of telling it, 
especially as it fell to iny lot to be 
one of the actors in the scenes con- 
nected therewith; but as the duty 
si-enis by common consent to dciolve 
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)■ upou mfe, I niiiBt crave your indiil- the moDth of July, 1863, which Ti 
1 genc« while I attempt as briefly and foUowed by events, whether growl 
simply as I can to give you at least °"' "^ " <"■ "o'. ' ™ "'"'''''' «» ™ 
an outline of what ««mred on that """ P'o^"* '» '"">' "' l""« ' 
occasion. In order that I may do so ?»''»''"■ One calm Sunday «(te 
intelligently, permit me to refer to noon during that month , the sabat 
the previous condition of onr city in stillness of the day was suddej. 
a military point of view, and to the '""''en in upon, by the rumor tist 
organization of our local force for S'm-boat waa coming up the rits 
home defense. The most of you are This caused a geneml rush to srn 
doubtlem aware that from the be- on the part of those who had them 
ginning of the war to the year of its »»'i •'« «™ ™ "»'<» militia compl 
flnal termination Petersburg remain- mcatt™ i" existence weredrawnj 
ed in a state of comparative repose, in line at their different places 
Ho hostile footsteps had ever re- ™dezvons; but the rumor provhi( 
sounded upon it. streets, and no »' <»»'». Si™ndle«s, they were i 
hostile g,mha<leverbconlir-ed with- a*"" «'■»« dismissed; and a 
mils limits. Itistruethatthelow ■»™'1»«»«"™«1'<> ">«"■ '">">'> 
muttering of distant artillery as it This or something else seemed 1 
came np the James and Appomattox ""aken our authorities to the nece 
from the field of Big Bethel had «'•» "f"'""™? ""i"n<»8""»'"«" 
caught the ears of some of its dti- 'l"' ™™'"«1 »" ''""'1. »""> P™P" 
sens, and they ha<l listened with '«« " "' »"■« ''"Ws* 1<"- »".v em' 
heightened interest to it. louder gency thatmightarise;conBeqnentl 
booming as it came across the conn- "">' '""B ther^-after, all who we 
try telling of the day of Seven Pines '"'>><'* >» ">il"'» '1°'? '" Petersbuj 
and the seven days around Bich- »«" '«l»ir«i to go regularly in 
mond. But as the baffled and de- w*™?- 

feated army of McClellan retired in An encampment was cstabliHhl 
the direction of Washington, and at the head of Washington stree 
General Leewith his victorious forces The companies alrea^ly organized r 
moved away beyond the Potomac, paired thither. One or two ne 
scai-cely a vestige of apprehension companies were raised — and tl 
remaincil even in the bosoms of the whole were formed into a battalion- 
most timid, and ail save the few who and a conimanderwaselected. Th 
took a broad and comprehensive view battalion was notcomposedof nulit 
of the situation apparently settle<l of the line, whoweresul),iecttoreff 
downtotheconvictiouthat,whatevcr lar duty, but under the act of a 
might iMsfall other places, Petersburg serably of the 7th of March, 186 
at least was safe from inva.iou . consisted of men between the Agea 
There came a very slight ripple in forty-five and fifly-five years, 
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ilb'heln'ecntlicagettofBixteeuiLud 

I, iwid was intended for home 

They were called "secoud- 

miljtia" — many of them were 

jg uur best citizeus. They wei-e 

m tinder the conti-ol of the Cou- 

i(e goverDraent for the time 

. InHtnictiOrs were furnished 

lOeoenU Jenkins, the fjonfederate 

ider then intJiecity, and they 

drilled as if for regular service. 

ifter the lapse of about a fortnight 

ley were permitted to go to their 

mieB, but, lieing still held subjeet 

tVmfederate authority, were re- 

to undergo dally drilling for 

Ibrtnight or more longer. They 

ere then discharged and called out 

more until the tollowing spring, 

fvbich I will speak as I proceed. 

(Jen. Jenkins, haring been reliev- 

1 shortly thereafter, left the city 

1th his command. I do not pro- 

|weto follow in r^ular order the 

1 of events that occurred between 

time and the mouth of May, 

18M, hat will say just here that in 

fte itUfrim the Confederate con- 

png, seeing the necessity of utiliz- 

flg the whole available material of 

ft? C-onfedei-acy, passed an art re- 

jlBiring the organization of a reserve 

I, in which were to be embodie<l 

nen between the ages of forty- 

utd fitty, and youths between 

Bltages of seventeen and eighteen 

J«M. They were to be taken i-egu- 

tij" into the Confederate service 

subject to army n^^ulations, but 

mainly forhomeduty. The 

'emor of Virginia, contemplntiug 



the retention of the second-class mi- 
litia of certain cities and towns ofthe 
state, issued an order directing the 
eni'ollnient of all white males l>etween 
the ages of sixteen and fifty-five 
years of the townsand cities specified 
in said order, not in active servieeof 
the C-onfederate States, and whether 
aliens, citizens, detailed men or 
otherwise. This orderwasiasnedon 
tihe ."ith of April, ISfii, andaprlnted 
copy thereof sent to Petersburg. 
The commandant of tho battalion, 
in pursuance of the order, proceeded 
to make the enrollment and obtained 
the names of nine hundred and 
ninety-seven pei-sons of the classes 
indicated. Having reported his 
proceedings to Adjutant-General 
Richardson, while awaiting further 
orders, be learned in a peraonal in- 
terview with the governor and ad- 
jutant-general, that after a confer- 
ence with the secretary of war they 
found it impracticable to make the 
arrangement coutempIate<l except in 
the single instance of the city of 
Richmond. They recommended, 
however, that he should see the sec- 
retai-y of war, and furnished him 
with letters to that officer. He call- 
ed on the secretary and presented 
the letters. After readii^ them, the 
secretary of war made an endorsa- 
tiou upon the one from General 
Richardson— virtually assenting to 
the enrollment and organization of 
the force, but requiring it to be 
transfen-ed to the ttonfederate ser- 
vice. Altiiough this was not in 
keeping with the governor's plan, 
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it was determined nevertheless to 
proceed with orgaiiizii^ the regi- 
ment. Before any definite progress 
had been made therein, however, 
eventfi occurred, of which I shall 
prraently make meutiou. To return 
a little, notwithstanding thequietnde 
pervading the city, and its appaiput 
exemption from danger dnring the 
fall and winter of 1863, tiiere was a 
storm brewing, of which our citizens 
had not the slight«Ht concwption. 
We are told that as early as Novem- 
ber, 1863, General Pickett, who was 
in command of the depai-tment of 
North Carolina, in whicli this part 
of Vii-gijiia was includetl. with his 
headqiiarteraat Petersburg, received 
information from his scouts that the 
enemy inteudetl Ut make an expedi- 
tion up James river and agaiust Pe- 
tersburg* This he immediately 
communicated to the war department 
by letter, and begged for a sufficiency 
of troops to meet such an attack . 
He subsequently went to Richmond 
and had a personal interview with 
the secretaries of war and navy, in 
which he i-epresente<l the unprotect- 
ed condition of his lines. Having 
received promises which were not 
complied with, he then wrot* to 
Gou. Lee, who was with the Army of 
Northern ^'il^nia, on the Kapidan 
river, and sent his letter byaspecial 
courier. (lenera! Tjee at ouce re- 
sponded and directed him tn com- 
municate with Genei-al Ileaurt^rd, 
then in command about Charleston, 

•Ree "PlekPtt's Mpn," by Walter Harri- 
son, A. A. and Insp'r Oim'l of Plcketffi Di- 
vision, cbap. xx, page 121. 



South Carolina. He did so r<^ 
with, and had au interview in 
son at Weldou, North Carolina, ' 
which he laid before him the criti 
state of affairs, the inadequacy of 1| 
foi'ce to repel an attack, and i 
pi-essiug necessity of preparing 
it. General Beauregard assented 
all this withouthesitauey,andpro 
ised to reinforce him with all 
troops he could spare, but owing fl 
ciraumstances l>eyond the control i 
Gen. Beauregai-d. the reiuforcemei 
were not sent, and Geneml Piclc 
was thus left iu Petei-sburg with i 
mere handful of men. About 
Ist of May, 1804, General 
gaM was assigned to tbedept 
of North Carolina, and Genoi 
Pickett was conBe<|Hently relien 
and oi-dei-ed to the Army of Nffl 
em Virginia. On account of aid 
uess, General Beauregard did 
come on immediately, but sent 
his chief engineer, Col. D. B. '. 
ris, and his inspector -general, ] 
Giles B. (>>oke. General Pickett 1 
ing still in Petersburg. On the 
of May the attack, of which he li 
so often warned the departineat,W 
made. 

General Butler, with a for^e . 
about thirty thousand men, 
menced his movement against 
tersburg and Bichmond by way 
the peninsula between the Jameeand 
Appomattox rivers, being intended 
as a co-opei-ative movement with 
General (Ji-ant's army moriug from 
the Rapidandirectlyupou Richmond 
from the north. Bringing up hip ,i 
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D tone in traiJsportH under the 
a of a large fleet of giiu- 
ts. he effecte*! witUcmt opposition 
t laotling aoti deliHrkation at C'ity 
hint and Berniiula Hundreds, wbile 
I dirision of his cavaliy moved from 
Boffolk directly towaids Petersburg 
d the lines on Blackwafer. Thus, 
ihad long been anticipated by 
General Pickett, our city wascaught 
n a condition at once critical and 
klmost defenseless, and might, ac- 
cording to all hnniau c^Iculatiou, 
h»Te been speedily captured, had the 
VMemi coDimauder been poHset^sed 
Ifsufficient energy and fore«ight. 
TUb you wilt readily see when I tell 
yon of the force (ien, l*ickett had in 
iMod, according to the statement of 
Okptain Uarrisou, his adjutant and 
bepecbor-geuei-al. He had, all told, 
■t Petersburg, oue regiment of in- 
fantry of CliugmaQ'sNoi-th Carolina 
brigade and a few pieties of artillery. 
On the Blackwat«r Hue tijere was a 
portion of Cliugnmu's brigade, the 
29th r^ment of Virginia infantry, 
le batt«ry of artillery and a few 
mvalry, and that wa« all. Not- 
viHiBtandiug General Pickett had 
been relie\'ed and might, strictly 
■peaking, have considered himself 
not in command, yet under the cir- 
cuufitauces he could not think of 
leanng ujitil theai-rival of General 
Beaiii'^;ai-d, and consequently pro- 
oeeded at ont^e to make as available a 
disposition of the little force as pnic- 
hcsble. The infantry regiment wa*i 
moved ont on the City Point road to 
ihe front. The artillery— about 



twelve pieces in all — was pliice<l in 
the works. The force on Elackwat^T 
was onlei-eii back immedtati^l.\', and 
('aptain Harrison has been pleased 
to remark: "The citizens and militia 
were ti-otted out in the direction of 
the enemy at least." Peimit mc to 
say here, parenthetically, that the 
little l>and that stood in the Ther- 
mopylae, at Rives' farm, on the 9th 
of June, IS(>4, can afford to smile 
at this estimate of their worth 
on the part of the gallant cap- 
tain. Thus, with a regular fonie of 
abou^ix hundre<I men, and a local 
force of five or six hundred more, 
General Pickett occnpied our lines, 
confronting Butler's thousands. 

Providentially, they made no at- 
tack upon us on that day . On the next 
day, the Bth, a poition of Haygood's 
Bouth (!^arolina brigade arrived and 
were sent across the river to Port Wal - 
thall Junction where they met But- 
ler's ativance cohiinu, and after a 
sharp skirmish prevented their 
breaking the railroad couneetion be- 
tween Petersburg anrl Richmond, 
The cavalry division referred to, 
which was under the rammand of 
General August V. Kautz, moved 
around iu the rear of and to the south 
of Petersburg, attempting to inter- 
cept Beaiu'egard'a tii>op8 on the Pe- 
tersburg aud Roanoke railroad as 
they came in from Weldon, but 
though causing some dehiy, the ef- 
fort proved abortiie. On the fol- 
lowing day, the 7th, a portion of 
Wise's Virginia brigade arrived and 
was sent ont on the lines in the diree- 
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tion of f^ity Point, aud thereafter, as 
lulditiunal trooi>s moved in, niatteni 
i»egari to £is8uiiie a decide<lly more 
favorable aspei't in rcgaiil to a auc- 
cesefiil defense. It is not withinthe 
pnrview of my present undertakiDg 
to Rpeivk fartlier of the arrival of 
B«iuri!ganl's troops and the disposi- 
tion made of them, but must ask 
yonr attention mainly to the move- 
ments of our ItK^il force. As I men- 
tioned, on the 5th of May, we put 
Into the trenches five or six hundred 
men. In a day or two eumpauies of 
reserves fram the adjuiuiug oo^ities 
e^me in, so that id a short time we 
had abont one thousimd men on duty 
in the lines — I'iine«Geot^, Dinwid- 
die, Chesterfield, Amelia and Not- 
toway, all sent in their iiuotae and 
they were properly assigned. As 
General Butler in . his initiative 
movements, however, confined him- 
self almost entirely to the north aide 
of Appomattox river, it wat* not very 
long In-fiire it was deemed mineceesa- 
ry lo hiild so large a body of local 
li-oojis together, and con8e<|ueutly all 
ex(«pt the battalion of second class 
militia, the Prince tieorge company 
and one or two companies of detailed 
men, were gnulnally relieved and 
sent away. The point at which onr 
local force first occupied thetrenches 
wa« at Jordan's farm, near the ( 'itj' 
Point road. After its rednetion it 
was moved several miles toihe right 
to Dunn's farm; theu stilt further on 
to Rives' farm, al the Jernsalem 
plank road, then back to Dunn's 
farm, thence again to Rives' farm, 



where it remained for thetimeb 
stationary. Meanwhile Gcn. K^ 
per, who was at the head of the 
serve forces in the state, dinpate 
Col. Robert Johnson from Bichiu 
to organize conipaiiicsof reservesOi 
of such of the militia as weresnbj* 
to that dutj', and there, withol 
moving from the lines, four comiii 
nies were culled out, orgaiiiKed 
reBer\'e companies and retained 
service. This left only two eomp 
nies of second-class militia, one 
which. Company A, Captain O. 
Hobson, had been previously 
tioned at Buttt^r worth's bridge 
there continued; theother,Comp| 
B, tJaptain James K. Woltt', rem 
ed with the reserves at Eive* 
I'or upwanls of thirty daysthisM 
force had continuously 
upou the lines, employe*! in dril 
guard duty, and such other duj 
as are incident to camp life, 
during the time they had beenv 
&i by old (jeneml Wise, to 
had lx«n assignetl the command 
Petei-sburg and the lines arouad-l 
aud had l>ec>o given a specimoi 
his charactei'istic brusquenesB.] 
wason this wise : Riding up t> 
camp, he enqnire<l I'ortbeconiia 
ing officer, who happened to 
the city at the time on te^tf 
business. He wa« told by Adjn 
Guy G. Johnnon that the command" < 
ant had gone to I'etersbui-g. "Yes," 
i-esponded he, "and if Ihe enemy 
were to come, you would all liethere 
in less time than it would take a 
cannon ball to reaeh there." Qf 
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toiirse, the tieiitlemeii to whom ami 
«f whom he whs ftpeakiitjr, who were 
bi)^ pM'rs in every Beii»« of the word 
nve the »Xa.V» Upon hiH fioilar, maile 
0" reply; but in n very Khort time 
thereafter. a« ymi will find in the 
i*(inel , they tfinmphan tly Wndieated 
themselves, and gave occasion to the 
"1*1 man to ^irtually take back eveiy 
ritnperativeword he had uttered. 

Bnt tt> resume: \.» I naid, they 
had remained upon the lines for 
nore than thirty days, until in fact 
the situation had a^umed the nio- 
notonons. ami to simiethe wearinome 
uppea ranee of undiKtinltedramp life. 
It is true they heitrdlheoftrepeated 
nar of the eontliet on the other side 
of the river, and had rejoiced in the 
•un-esses which had generally at- 
■ended the I'onfederate cause, but 
Iht-y had seen no sign of an advance 
npiin our own immediate lines nor 
htard it autbenticallyintiniateilthat 
there was likely to lie sin li at ;iny 
given period. Indeed, Sdciiliiily had 
thi^ houra of iTslaxation from duty 
iTiw! on from day to day that appi-e- 
bensiou hiul relapsed intfi repose; 
«nd even the most cautious hsid well 
oigh surrendered the thimgbt that 
there was the slijithlesl ]H>«.sihilily ol' 
an rarly attat^k. Thus it was on the 
fvpuing of the 8th of June, IKH4. 
The sun sent forth his pai-ling rays 
Mid (tank iKiek to rest as qmetly as a 
p-title babe relaxingly yields to the 
irapreiw of its mother's loving l>osoin 
anilHoorbing lullaby. As the deep- 
Ming shades of night moved on, and 
llie tattoo was beat and the roll call 



was over, thegi-iiy-hairedsoldierand 
the slender, bnt manly, stripling re- 
paired to their tents, and, sti-etching 
themselves upon their pallets ov iin- 
piovised beds, slept Jis soundly as 
though under the protecting roofs of 
their own loved domiciLs. The sen- 
try on his lonely beat plodded Lis 
weary way with listJese trcsul, or 
musingly watched the waning stare 
as they slowly descended towai-d the 
kindling portals of the conungiuorn, 
nor gave a passing thought into the 
possibilities of what the morrow held 
in store for him. And when the 
moi-ning came (the morning of the 
9th of June)tt npenetlwithapresage 
as bright and fair as the days vi'hich 
had preceded it. Fi-om reveille to 
breakfast call, fi-om breakfast call to 
guanl mounting, from guard mount- 
ing on to near the hour for drill, the 
ordinary routine remained intact; 
nor had the slightest incident occur- 
red to iudieatt tiat it would Ik* 
otherwise for many days to come. 
But Just then a courier emei-ged from 
the woods lieyond the camp and 
typexi field in front. He was mount- 
ed upon a black horse, lit cfllor for 
the niifwiini he was iipon. Winding 
the path that led up from l»clow, he 
slia|H'il his course at nnc» for hisiil- 
quartei-s. The commandant, seeing 
him approach, staotl out in fi-ont of 
his tent. Riding up and dropping 
the bridle upon the neck of \m 
horse, he drew from his breast a pa- 
paper and presented it; then, turning 
and retra^'ing his steps, he soon dis- 
appeared from view. 
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The paper proved to be a commu- And what a line it was! lunuDiber 

iiit^itt.ion from tioionel Harrison, in scarcely nioro than siifTicient to con- 

coniniand ofa regiment several miles stittite a single company — what with 

below, or nearer the river (my iui- details on account of special service, 

preesion is that it was the Forty -sixth and for guard duty in the city, there 

regiment fif Virginia volunteers), was but a handful of them left. In 

informing the <;ommandant of the dresB nothing to distinguish them in 

approach of the enemy and warning appeai-ance from citiwns piirsiun^ 

him t« prepare for an attiipk. Al- tiie ordinary avouations of life. In 

ready Genei-al Gilmore, who had age many of them with headssilver- 

croBsed the Appomattox river the ed o'er with the frosts of advanning 

night previous, with aweile<|iiipped yeain, while others could sciirceriy 

force of five or six thousand men, boast of the down upon the cheek — 

had made a deinonKtration upon the indicative of the earliest approat-h to 

lower portionof our lines, either with manhood. In arms and accoutre- 

A view to their capture, or of with- ments such as an impoverished gov- 

drawing attention ft-omthereal point ernment could afibi-d them, but by 

of attai^k at the Jonisalem plank- no means adetjnate to the exigencies 

road. Toward this point General of the ser\'ice in which they v/ere 

Kautz, with his mounted brigade, engaged. But there was that in the 

estimated at from eighteen hundred* situation and circumstances which 

to two thousand men, with two lifted them above the ordinary rules 

piecfis of artillery, was making his ofmilitaiy criticism. They titooi 
way. Of course, upon receipt of not there as mercenaries, who, hav-' 

Colonel Harrison's note, the com- ing enlisted on account of the profit 

mandant proceeded at once to pi-e- it would all'ord them, required the I 

pare ior the emergency. He direct- rules of art to guide and the stroug ■ 

eil Adjutant Johnson to order the hand of discipline to impel them to I 

long roll, and to cause the companies <inty — nor ae devotees of ambition, 

to be formed as soon as practicable, with no higher incentive U> action 

This was done without confusion or than to gain the admiration of the 

delay. The men, as soon an they fii'l'ly throng, or to havetheiruumes 

heard the signal, hastened to their enrolled upon the delusi\e page of 

(juarters, put on their accoutrements history. Hut they stood as a hand 

and fell into their accustomed of patriots, whose rights ha^l been 

places. assailed, whose homes wereinvaded, 

The companies were then marched whose property was imperilled, and, 

out and formed into line, where they above all, whose loved ones were in 

were surveyed by their commander, danger of faUing into the hands of ao 

'- untried foe. 

•Goneral Kauti. in hla offlolal repiirt, „,, .... 

wiya about i,aoo. w hat l)oots it, then, that th] 
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? few iu iiumbeTst What niat- 
fctrs it that they were not attired in 
pDi]y uuiforiuR, that their agt^swere 
Kit aocordiiig to Ihfi standard, and 
their arms uiul acmutreinenttt bore 

t the inipi-fis» of the newest pat- 
tern I Did any of these make them 
■loail T Was there a timorous ap- 
prehengioii foi- their own lives and 
pers«iisl Did they seek toavoidthe 
is»ue so rapidly and inevitably ap- 
proat^hing I Xo, no, emphatically 
■0. I have st-en men qnail under 
the appi-eheijsiou of danger. I have 
heard them whimper and knowu 
them to tremble when ealled out by 
the roll of the drnm to meet an uu- 
seen foe, but it was not so with that 
sturdy little baud on that blight 
June morning. As they stood there 
and by casting their eyes over to- 
ward the eitj" could almost catch the 
!4himmering simbeams ascending 
fromthe roofs of their own dwell- 
ings, and conld, inima^nation,hear 
the voices of the gentle inmates who, 
assembled in family groups, spoke of 
their hopes and fears for the dear 
ones whose lives were held in jeop- 
ardy for them, there was no room 
for cowardly misgivings and no time 
for considerations of personal safety. 
On the other hand, when they were 
addressed by their commander in a 
few words of encoui'agement and ad- 
monition, urging them never toyield, 
but to stand up to the end in defense 
if Uielr homes and firesides, there 

B no nni-eiiable demonstration of 
01, nor was there any loud 

1 boastful asseveration of their 




purpose, but with a due sense of the 
gravity of the situation they marcJbed 
away to their positions iu the 
trenches with the firm and steady 
tread of men who understoo<l their 
duty and determined to perform it 
to the utmost. 

In oi-der that you may undorstaud 
tlje position occupied by these men 
you will perndtme briefly todeseribe 
it. The most of you are doubtless 
awari; that the defenses around Pe- 
tersburg, before the arrival of Gen. 
Lee, cousisted of a lowlineof breast- 
works, extending in a semi-circular 
form from a point on the Appomat- 
tox below the city to a point above. 
Along this line at due intervals wei*e 
Imtteries for the reception of artille- 
ry. Here and there in the rear was 
a lunette. The batteries were all 
numbered from No. I on the east, 
consecutively on. The linewasthen 
intei-soet«d at right angles by the 
ditferent roads runiung into the city. 
On the Jerusalem plank road, in the 
county of Prince George, at the dis- 
tance of about one and a half or two 
mites, was the farm of the Hon. 
Timothy Rives. It was at thisfarm 
that the plank road iutersected the 
line of breast-works. At this inter- 
seotiou was Batt*ry No. 29. Imme- 
diately in front of the Hives house 
was a lunette, while on the right of 
the road, twoorthreehundred yards 
farther on, was Battei-y No. 30. 
Diagonally in advance of the latt«r 
battery was an earth-work, known 
subsequently as Fort Mahoue, f 'om- 
meueiug at Batteiy No. 2H to the 



left of the roiMl, which was occupied uo availableassistance within 
liy Captain James E-WoHTssecoiid- miles on the left, they could 
clitaa militia, the reutainiug compa- other alternative than to bear 
iiies, all reserves, were placed in line brnnt alone of what was to folio" 
about a« follows: Captain R. F. Mwanwhile, Genei-al Kautz 
JarviB' company (Junior Reserves) arrived and taken up his positii 
imumilateiy on th« right of the i-oad; our front, but his forces being 
Captain Peter I>. Hare's company cealed by a body of woods, -we 
(Prince Geoi^e Reserves), that day form no eoneeption of his plan 
undei' the command of Lieutenant taek. It was but a short time, 
Berthier Bott, next od the right of ever, before it was developed, 
R.F, Jarvis' company; Captain Pey- denly there came thnndering 
ton Alfriend's company next -on the road atati-eniendoiiapacea 
right of Captain Peter D. Hare; of cavaliy, making directly fo 
then Captain Joseph A. Rogers' opening in the line which had 
company, and finally, on the ex- barricaded. The first impulse 
tmne right, Captain William H. to fire upon them asso(.n as th© 
JiHvis'compimy. I may not Iw rigid within range of i.nr musketry, bi 
ly exa«t as to the position of some of this was inimediat«!y che<!keti, and 
these wmpanies, but that is as neai- the men were direct*^! to hold 
)is I can now recall them, and near „util they got still nearer. It 
enough for all practical puiTJOses. the work of a moment. Close up 
These companies, if they had been they came, and then a volley 
full, wouldhave numbered tburor five poured in upon them, which checked 
hundred men, but, asthey were, they them at once and caused them to 
ninnbere<l, all told, about one hun- i-eel. Down came the foremost on«, 
dred and twenty-five. After fhe horse and rider, into thedustwithia 
eontpauies had taken their positions a few yaids of the opening. Oflf gal- 
ttie opening at the road was eft'ectu- |„pe<l another at a tangent parallel 
ally Iwrricwled by meansof a wagon with our lines and was captured, 
and some fence rails. Down ejiuie one or two othei-s wound- 

A detail was made and a line of (hI, while the balance turned and fled 
skirmishers was sent to the front, as rapidly as they could get away, 
aud then all we had to do was to This episode created an immense de- 
wait — to wait and depend upon a gi-ee of excitement amougotlicers and 
kind Providence for support and men, and rendered them still more 
pi-oteetion. Occupyii^, asthe com- determined to hold theii- position at 
maud did, an isolated position, with whatever hazard. A brief cessatloo 
but one company on the left lietween in the attat^k then eusue<l, duiing 
it and the river, Captain Hobson's which fieneral ColstJtn arrive*!, and 
e^mipaiiy of s<M-oiid dust* militia, and shortly llierwifti-r adetiu-bminit 
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Buirdivant's battery, Dumberiug five 
tM- six men. in chai-ge of a Bei'f:eant, 
bringinfT with them one piece of ar- 
tiUer>-. This was all the assistance 
i«*ive<) (1 Tiring the engagement. 
The pieoe of artillery was placed in 
thv batter)' on the left, and Captain 
Wm. H. Jarvis' company moved 
foitfaer down the line to its support, 
whileihe lunette in front of the Eivei* 
hoQse was manned by a detachment 
fnm Captain Wolff's company under 
the pommaad of Lieutenant George 
V. Scott. With this slight addition 
and alteration, the command again 
•waited the attack . This was iMigun 
by the artiUery, Kautz opening with 
his two pieces*, which were replied 
to bjr onr one. 

General Kautz, finding, no doubt, 
that he had met with an opposition 
more formidable than he had antici- 
pate<l, diBinounte*! a portion of his 
nteii and eent them fmward as a line 
of skirmishers, while another por- 
tion, still mounted, made their ap- 
peuauce ononr right. Tbcadvanc- 
bag line of skirmishers was warmly 
teeedved by our men, who kept up a 
emitiuuous fii-e upon them, and the 
BOiinle<l (!olumn was fired upon by 
onr ailiUery. As the contest in- 
cntased in wamith, a party of sharp- 
iliooters from the enemy took pos- 
ieSfflOti of a dwelling In our front 
owned and occupied by Mr, Wm. A. 
Gregory, and, gaining an elevated 
potitiun, opened a sharp and dan- 
gerous iire upon the commandant of 
onr lines, as he necessarily exposed 
*Sul>si«iU''Tit1y re[j(irte<f ua fwir plecca. 



himself in watching the progress of 
the fight. Having stood this for 
some time, he Unally determined to 
dislodge them, if possible. Goingto 
the sergeant in charge of the piece' 
of artillery, he directed him tu shell 
that house. The sergeant replied, 
"I have no shells, sir," "What 
have yon, then T" inqiiired the com- 
mander. "I have nothing but round 
shot," was the sergeant's reply. 
This was quite unfortunate, as with 
a good supply of shells and grape 
shot the fii-e of the artillery might 
have been rendered much more effec- 
tive. In speaking of this, however, 
I do not meau to deci-y the services 
of the ai-tillery on this ocoasion. 
They were, indeed, most valuable, 
and the sergeant and his little squad 
performed their duty with a heroism 
I have never seen surpassed. Two 
of them wei-e shot down by the side 
of their gun, and none of them left 
it nntil compelled by ineritable ne- 
cessity t^) do so. 

Seeing the impossibility of holding 
the lines without reinforcements, 
was determined, upon a (consul tation 
between Geuei-al t'olston and the 
commandant, tn despatch a message 
to General Wise, stating the at)Solnte 
neceesity of assistance, and requeat- 
ing it to be sent at once. Lieutenant 
Wales Hurt, a gallant young officer 
of Captain Richard F. Jarris' Junior 
Reserves, was selected to liear the 
message. Mounting (ieneral f'ol- 
ston's mare, which was very i-eadily 
furnished by the general, he started 
off tii>on liis perilous exiMHlition. It 
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y/as the last that they evei' uaw of in cloae proximity to Scott's detacb* ^ 
him alive. The time and manner of ment in the lunette, they opened a 
his ileath have l>eeu stated, but I deadly fire upon his rear, while 
have never yet met with any member fa4:nng the origiual line of attack- ' 
of the command who could give me Stwu the worli of slaughter com' 
an authentic aecount of it. The menced, and the men began to fall^ \ 
geiici'al recovered his mare miinjur- without any hope of relief. An ef- 
ed. I may not be able, after the fort wrs made to withdraw Captain i 
lapse of a quarter of a century, to Alfrieud'a company and place them 
give all the incidents JWJ'/n/i'm as they in a position to meet the tiaukiiig 
ocunjred, but will mention them as party, but it was found impossible 
they arise in my memory. As one to do so in regular order. General 
of the piei'es of Kautz' artillery held Colston, seeing tlie desperate coudi- 
a position ueai- our line and wa« con- tion of affairs, then su^ested to tie 
tinually playing upon it, an inchoate commandant that he had liett«r take 
thought presented itself to the niiud care of his men, and left the lines, 
of the commandant, that witJi a de- The commandant, giving direction 
termined force it might be easily to the remaining companies to retire, 
captured. (lOing up to Captain which was done by the left Sank, 
WoltT, whose company he had occa- proctede*] to the battery occupied by 
sion to \i8it, in order to direct an Stnrdivant's gun. This he attempt- 
increase of Lieutenant Scott's force e<l to have removed, but while the 
in the lunette at the Rives house, he men at the gnn were endeavoring to 
inquiredof the captain how he would limber up, the enemy within our 
like to chaise that battery. The lines were Bring upon them at far 
captain's reply was, "We have no less than point blank range. One 
bayonets," to which the commau- of them was shot and fell in the pit 
dant responded, "I do not intend to while handling the gun carriage, 
oi-der the chai^, but my order is This was the last effort, and the gun 
that yon increase Lieutenant Scott's was left. Striking through the 
force at the lunette," which was wotxls and passing in rear of the 
done. Meanwhile the Federal com- Kagland house, a portion of the 
uiiHider, kwping our men fully em- command scatteringly eoUecteid on 
pliiycd by his attack on our front, the Heights within the city limits, 
dispatched a competent force to turn Meanwhile General Kautz, finding 
our left Hank, which force, crossing the obstructions in his immediate 
our works at a point where, from front removed, moveil his command 
paucity of numbers, it was impossi- forwai-d in two di^nsions, the main 
ble to have a single man stationed, portion taking a direction to the ci^ 
obtaineil easy a<icess to our rear, by way of New Road, which 
Taking jMisBetisitMi of the Ki\'e« house ly the water-works — the other 
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f to the right and passing on to- own. But it was not done without, 
ward Blaudfoi'd. The first division an extraordinary sacrifice of life and ' 
mwlted the creek that forms the blood. Nine of our little force were ' 
dividing Hue between the city and killed outright, four were mortally 
Prince Cieorge comity, when suddeu- wounded, aud eighteen womided. : 
Irt'aptaiu inward Graham, who had Permit me to name them: Killed — • 
fcaeteued toward the scene of the Lieutenant Wales Hurt, aged 18 
ivwHit'I with his battery, nnlimbered years; Pi-of. Godfrey Staubley, pro- 
II the Ilf ightH and opened upon the feasor of French at the Peteraburg Fe- 
Mlrauc-iug column a lire with shells, luale College, formerly of Bandolph 
This brought them to a halt. Short- Macon College; John E. Friend, Wni. 
ly thereafter Dearing, with his cav- C. Banister, George B. Jones, Joha 
airy, arrived. Uismouuting his Crowder,GeorgeR,ConwayofPrince 
, he caused them to advauce on George, William Daniel of Prinee 
Ibot. As they descended the hill in Getuge, and E, P. Brown, of Sturdi- 
Ihe direction of the enemy, the lat- vant'sbattery. Mortally woimded — 
vt, seeing their approach and re- Adjutant Guy G. Johnson, Henry 
Cdviiig a tire from their carbines, A. Blanks, Dr. WilllamBellingham, 
ed and retreated forthwith. The dentist, and W, H.Hurdee. Wound- 
•Iher column nioiinginthedirection ed— William F, Johnson of Albe- 
•fBlandford was met by Sturdivant's marie, Stui-divant's battery, in the 
lattery, and perhaps other troops, head, supposed mortally; Lieut«nant 

ddriven l>ack. So precipitate was George V, Scott, severely iu the face 
Kstitz" retreat that he left behind and leg; William E. Harwood, the 

e piece of his artillery, which was present Dr. Harwood, then a youth, 
aptnred. In the meantime, the lost his arm; William Me-anly, se- 
mtmant of our little command was verely shot in three places; Lieuten- 
reformed by the commandant, and ant A. C. Hairison, Robert A. Mar- 
pnrsuant to an order from an officer tin, William T. McCandlish, in the 
who had arrived with a body of hand and takeu prisoner; Richard 
mcnmted men, whose name is not A. Harrison, Samuel Hall, severely 
no*' positively recollected, was in the thigh; Norborne T. Page, 
imrched l»a<::k to the lines, but find- Joseph D. Cooper, wounded and 
iog the enemy had retreated, it re- taken prisoner; Richard M, Cary, 
Itimetl to the Heights and there biv- severely in two places; C. L. Bart- 
onacked for the night. Thus was lett, severely in three places; A. S. 
onr city Piovidentially preserved Shaffer, Nathan B. Pritchard, Wni. 
from tailing into the hands of a man Griffith, of Prince fieorge, severely 
who, from his treatment to our fair in l>otb thighs; Richaid liagby, aud 
■ amntry women at New Orleans, gave James Cain, of Prince George, 
jnrt cauw for apprehension to our Besides the killed and wounded, 
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twenty eight or thirty were takeu tery 20, a distance of nearly si« 
priRonerB, induding CaptaluH Wolff u"!**- Hood'aandBatU-'slvattalinns, 
,..,., , . ^u r the 46th regimeut Virginia \«Inii- 

and Alfnend, redu<.mg the force ^^^ ^^^^ K^^_^ eompanv, i'aplain 
almiit one-half* Wood's, t'orapany F, of the 2;Jnl 

The eonmiand having returned to South (."arolina, with Stnrdivaut'» 
il« original pOHition on the lines, was battery and a few guns in position, 
in a few davB thereafter naited by "nd Talliaferro's cavalry, kept theoi 
, _ ' J 1. J at bay and punished them severely 

General Beauregard, who enquired ^^^\^^^y ^^.^ ^^e Jeruaalem 
of the coniniandant as to the manner pi^jj^ rQ^d in front of Battery 28, 
of the defense. This waa told him, defended by Major Archer's eorp* 
when he replied: "You have done of reserves and second-elass militia, 
well, sir: we cannot always be sue- and by onepieceof Sturdivant'sbal 
1, ,. , , I,., terv. a howitwr, uuder the leuiiHirH 

ce8sful,bHt you have done well. ,,/^,^„,^„d of Brig;idier-c;,.„ml 
(Jeueral Wise issued an order which (3„iaton. Thus, with o ver whelming 
I prefer to gi\e entire, and which is mimbers, they were twice repulsetl, 
as follows: and succewled only at last in pene- 

trating a gap in the lines and in 
"RKl'ULSEOFTHE EXEMY AT Hanking a mere handful of citim 
PErTEKSBUKG. soldiers, whostood firmly andfoughl 

"TOSGRATUi.ATORV nKOEit.s. bravely as veterans, until order«ito 
,.„ , ,, ri „ „ -. fall back. Alaa, someof the uoblefil 

"HD<iE«. WT M LITAR^ Dl»Tl KT, ■ ,_. ,^^„ ,„ ,^, 

"Dept.No.C ANOSo \A g„„,„, „„ their tot to the M, 

"Jiiae mi, 18b4. ) f„„g„,„„„g „.ia ,toirbl.,«l the ml 

"VII, To the troops of my com- of the homes they defendwl. Their 
uiaud for the defense of Petersbiu^, immediate commauders have i-eport- 
on the south sideof the Appomattox, etl the heroism of them all. the liv- 
on the 9th instant, I have, with the ing and the dead, and now with pride 
approval iiii'l under the instniftions and gratitude I aimouiu'e that BeaO- 
tirihrriiiiiuiiiiiiliii^' t,'i-iiiT;il, tn uffiT regsinl himself hiis thanked Ardktf 
i[iy i:r:il<-riil :Lrku"« led{:iiu-iits for and his commdes on the very spot of 
Iheir gjiIJaiit linulin-t and luy cm- their devotion. If they lost, killed, 
gt-atulations upon theirsueeessfnl re- wouiide<l and missing, sixty -five out 
pulse of the enemy. of less Ihan one hnndre<l and fifly 

" Appr(»a«--hiiig with nine i-egiments men, they spt^nt their IiIimmI dearly b> 
of infantry and cavalry, and at least the enemy. If Stnrilivant's battery I 
four pie<f*» of artillery, they searched lout one gun. ii In-tter was captnred 
our lines from Battery No. I tfl Bat- and anolher disable*! — ami if thef 

*Thn Following is a cumpletp list of the Emory. Frank Mattoi, Wllllum LeeWn. 

captured : William Mann.K^v. William A. Uall.-CWadH- 

Capt^Q Jtunua E. WoUT, Captain Peytun In^ton Artillery— eecapcili, Urt-. John !• 

Alfrlend. Lloiitenant Beithier Butt. Lieu- Jeirerson, Hon. A.M. Keiley. WliUamCrcM- 

tAiiaot Thomas Ch&lklpy, Jkid(>b Bolseeau, der idlod In prlH>n|, B. H. Iianlel Idledh 

I'l-ut.ThornasD.Duvldaon. John Davidson. Baltimore). J. L. EvaoA, T. W. Clfiuttila, 

John B. Stevens, Koh'Tt HcCandlish. T. J. Jci»-ph R. julinson. Wm. t' I.uinsden, Jn. 

UoCaleb. OeoTge CamuroD. B. T. Archer. Smith, SamufI B. Jonffi. E. A. BruadBU. 

AleiBnderVaughan.JuBephL. Peebles. Joe- pe;U>nFuqua, Warren Rusa»ll, J. N. Bap«r, 

eph D. Cinper, Jmnea R. HvCann. John L. John E. !imlth. 



it half a milp of ground, they gain- 

t a half hiiiir of time, and saved 

r beloved eity by holdiugon long 

"i for Stunliviiiit'B and Gra- 

■%and Young's liatteriee, Deai- 

"■ cavalry and the 4f>th Vii^iuia 

, with Wood's South Caro- 

■ oooipany, a company of couva- 

tnts, and a company of peniteuts, 

bdrivp back the insolent foe fi-om 

iches which their footsteps for 

J first time polhited. With the 

Bht^ of tiod, it will be the last time. 

"i eacb troops as all have proven 

ftlree, commanders may well 

Hurance vith (confidence to the 

ipleof Petersburg. A people who 

D tfaDS tight for their altars mimt 

IW aided, supported, guarded by 

which can be yotstrctehed 

I for tiieir defense. 4.'^mrades, their 

■ vivee and daughters are daily ami 

IhMtrly nursing our sick and wouiul- 

Ktl; tb»y wipe the hot brow, ctiol the 

1 lipe, and tenderly nourish 

d comfort the suti'ering soldiei-s in 

ftlbeir bospitalH. The angel nui'seu 

1 the stricken patients of the pa- 

B place shall not fall into the 

s of ruffian invaders. Its very 

ti» has set an example which in- 

Viqiirea the eontideure that Petersburg 

I b indomitable, and which consoles 

I and compensates for every drop <if 

I Mood which has been spilt at Nottit 

] way, at Walthall Junction, and at 

I Drewr>-'s Blurt' and Howlett's Xe<!k 

I tar the defense of the old Cockade 

"Let the reserves and seeoud -class 
I adlitia of the surrounding ci>unties 
' nov come in promptly, one and all, 
iud emulate this bright and suceoss- 
ful example; let it hotly hiss to blood- 
ted sbame the laggards and skulkei-s 
from the streets and alleys of the 
lily III iLe lines, and let it proclaim 
alond that Pi'tei-sburg is to lie and 
iball be defended — oit her outer 



walls, on her inner lines, at her 1 
corporation bounds, on e\-ery street 
and around every temple of fiod and 

altar of man, in every heart, until 
the blood of that heart is spilt. 
Ronsed by this spirit to this pitch of 
resolution, we will tight the enemy . 
ateverj' step, and Petersburg is safe. 

[Signed] "Hknky A. Wise, 

"Brig. Gen. 

"Official : 
"./. R. IMirn; A. A. (Jen." 

ADDENDA. 

The foregoing exhaustive and au- 
thoritative account of the memora- 
ble action of the atb of June, 18G4, 
given by that staunch old soldier, 
Col. Fletcher H. Archer, of Peters- 
borg, Va., wbo, as major, command- 
ed the old and young citizen aol- 
diera of Petersburg and Prince 
George in their famous encounter 
with the Federal cavalry, on the Je- 
rusalem plank road, near the Hives 
and Gregory houses, might be left 
without an a<Memlv in , ao complete 
is it, but for the interest which ia 
felt in all the details of that excep- 
tional affair. It has been accord- 
ingly doemed proper to make some 
additions to Col. Archer's iuterest- 
iijg narrative. 

First in order should come the 
following official report of the ac- 
tion made by Brigadier -Gen oral 
Raleigh E. Colston the day after 
the battle to General Wise : 

"Petersburo, 1 

June 10, 1863. j" 

"I have the honor to submit the 
following report of the affair of yes- 
terday : 

"I reported for orders to General 
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Wise about 9:30 A. M., and he or- 
dered me to take position at Lu- 
nette No. 16, and hold that poaition. 
I repaired to that point and remain- 
ed tnere until 11 o'clock A. M. At 
that time a courier reported to me 
that the enemy were ad vancingapon 
the Jerusalem road, and threatening 
Major Archer's poaition. I started 
immediately to that point, leaving 
orders to my aide-de-camp, Tosh,* 
to remain at Lunette No. 16 and 
receive any orders that might come. 
Before I reached Major Archer's 
position at Lunettes Nos. 27 and 
28, I heard the firing of musketry 
at Archer's position. I immediately 
ordered a 12-pouiider howitzer to 
repair to Lunettes '27 and 28, at the 
intersection of the Jerusalem road 
and the intrenchments. When I 
reached that point I found that Ma- 
jor Archer's front had repelled a 
charge of cavalry of the enemy on 
the Jerusalem road. Shortly after- 
ward the enemy advanced again, 
and formed a line of dismounted 
cavalry in front of Lunette 27, keep- 
ing also a line of mounted men back 
of Gregory's house. They advanc- 
ed toward our intrenchments and 
began deploying to the right. About 
that time the ]2-pounder howitzer 
oame up and I placed it in position, 
but, to my extreme mortification, 
found that we had not asingle round 
of canister. Just when the enemy 
were within easy canister range I 
ordered the gunner to open fire up- 
on them with shell, which was done 
with some execution. The enemy 
soon began replying with four pieces 
of artillery. The militia under Ma- 
jor Archer stood their ground with 
great steadiness. The enemy then 
began to spread out on our right 
and left. 1 directed Major Archer 
to spread bis men out toward the 
right or front if possible, and check 

•dtpl. Jb. T, Tltth, of PctcraUiiln. Va 



the enemy, but at the same 
the enemy began deploying 
extending on our left. Their 
force in view was at least 1,000 mi 
Our entire force, composed oil . 
gether of militia, was only abonit''' 
170 men — less than 150 in line. (M-; 
our left was a gap of 1 mile b«''' 
tween us and the next support. Ov\ 
our right were no supports at all few* 
a distance of 4 miles to the rivei^ 
The militia and the howitzer re-r^ 
mained at their post with great gat4^1 
lantry in spite of the galling fire tsff* 
the enemy, who were completollf* 
protected by Mr. Gregory's dwell-^ 
mg- house and out-buildingB and^ 
fence, and the exceedingly defectivs - 
location and construction of onr » 
breast-works, which permitted tfas ' 
enemy to cOme up within fifty yards, , 
completely sheltered and unseen. 

"For two hours the militia undevt 
Major Archer maintained their po- 
sition against overwhelming odds 
until being fianked on the right and 
left, and the enemy occupying La- 
nette No. 26 in their rear, it became 
impossible to hold the position any 
longer, and the order to retreat was 
given. The mihtia then retreated 
to the city, and took position on the 
heights, at the bead of Sycamore 
street and by the water-works. 

"I wish to bear full and explicit 
testimony to the steadiness and gal- 
lantry of the citizen soldiers who 
composed Major Archer's command. 
They stood to the breast-works like 
veterans, and did not fall back until 
ordered to do so, when they were 
surrounded on three sides, and al- 
most entirely cutoff. Knowing how- 
important it was to hold tlie posi- 
tion .to the last minute, and expect- 
ing reinforcements every moment, 
I delayed giving the order to retreat 
until it was evident that a minute or 
two longer would have rendered in- 
evitable the capture or death of 
every man in the breast-worka. 



*^!lie salvatioD of the city of Pe- 

' irp is Dndonbtedly due in the 

^loe to the brave militia of 

. ; for, had they retreated five 

zninates sooner, the artillery, 

was the first to check the 

_''s sdvaoce, instead of meet^ 

tbem at the heights, on the 

side of the city, would have 

intercepted before they could 

crossed the bridge, and the 

, vonld probably have remained 

the enemy's hands. Major Ar- 

ler's personal conduct was worthy 

lef all praise, as was that of his com- 

BaDd, whose severe losses will bear 

ha testimony to their gallantry. 

"I would res pectf ally suggest that 
Mr. Gregory's house and out-build- 
IBEB be burned forthwith. They 
ifford complete shelter to the ene- 
/, who placed their sharpshooters 
Uteni, and in case of anotber at- 
IkL they will cause the loss of many 
tore lives. 

"I am, sir, very respectfully, 
"Your obedient servant, 
"R. E. Colston, 
"Brigadier-General. 
"Capt. Pean-e, A. A. Gen'l." 
CoL Archer states that he made a 
»port of the engagement, but it 
does not appear among the reports 
pnblished in the Rebellion Eecord 
from which the foregoing report of 
General Colston is taken. 

Gen. Kautz, in his report made on 
the 11th of June, 18G4, says : 

"II obedience to instructions pre- 
viously received, the command, coo- 
nntiog of portions of the Eleventh 
and Iifth Pennsylvania, and First 
IKstrict of Columbia Cavalry, and 
A section of the Eighth New York 
Bkttery, about 1,800 men in all, com- 
meoced moving from camp between 
11 and 12 o'clock the night previous. 
The infantry of General Gilmore's 



command, which should have pre- 
ceded the cavalry, was delayed, and 
a portion of the cavalry also, in con- 
sequence, did not get across the Ap- 
pomattox river until daylight. The 
cavalry then took the advance, 
marching south to the City Point 
road, where we captured 3 of 
the enemy's pickets, about ten miles 
out from their intrenchments. The 
march was continued on roads near- 
ly parallel to the enemy's works to 
the Jordan's Point, Pnnce George, 
and Norfolk and Petersburg roads. 
Near the Prince George road we 
were delayed in driving Colonel 
Taliaferro's (Sixty -second Georgia 
Cavalry) [Seventh Confederate Cav- 
alry] regiment out of their camp 
near their intrench me nts, as skir- 
mishers of his command were annoy- 
ing the column. This regiment was 
reported by several prisoners that 
we captured to be between 300 and 
400 strong. The march was contin- 
ued to the Jerusalem plank road, 
which we struck at a point about four 
miles from the intrenchments. The 
circuit proved greater than I expect- 
ed, and we did not reach the enemy's 
lines until midday, marching con- 
tinuously, as we were meeting the 
enemy's pickets on every road, and 
they all retreated to a common cen- 
tre, except four or five that we cap- 
tured. The enemy had the advan- 
tage of knowing our movements. On 
reaching the enemy's lines it was 
evident they were not strongly de- 
fended. The force seemed about 
200 strong, with one piece of artil- 
lery. The First District of Columbia 
Cavalry were dismounted and de- 
ployed as skirmishers, with a por- 
tion of the Eleventh Pennsylvania 
Cavalry on the right of the road. 
The Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry 
(mounted) moved forward in line on 
the works on the left to the intrench- 
ments, where they dismounted and 
tired from the parapet. In about an 
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hour we had carried the works and force tbat held the iDtrenchmes 
killed, wounded, or captured almost were mostly residents of Petersbtz: 
the entire force, with the [jicre of and Prince George county, belo^ 
artillery and caison. iag to the second-class resent 

"As soon as a squadron or two The Iobk of one gwa and two (^ 
coiUd be mounted we moved on to- riages was not reported to me nc3 
ward town. A deep ravine inter- we had retired, and I know nothaj 
vening just before reachingthe city, of the circumstances except what 
and no enemy being visible, the ad- contained iu Lieutenant Morton 
vance was ordered to proceed into report. Had I known it in time, 
the city. On reaching the bottom am »atieitied that the gun at leaB 
of the ravine four pieces of artillery would have been saved." | 

and several hundred muskets sud- Col. Samuel P. Spear, of the Eim 
deuly opened from the opposite ^^th Pennsylvania Cavalry, coa^ 
crest, from such an elevation, how- ,. ., c , , - , ■ , 5I 

ever, that they over-shot us. No ""anding the Second brigade, in hfi 
one, apparently, was injured. Be- report made June 11, 1804, says: | 
fore the second volley opened the "Pursuant to instructions froB 
advance had fallen back under eov- division headquarters, my brigade 
er. The prospect of entering the consisting of the Eleventh Pennsy] 
city was here suddenly defeated, for vania Cavalry, 640 men, two mooa 
while I thought it possible that the tain howitzers, commanded by Liau 
enemy was at that moment uot very tenant-Colonel George k^tetzel; aoi 
strong, it was strong enough to de- the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 4SI 
lay me an hour or two in the com- men, and two howitzers, commande* 
maoding position they held. By by Major Kleinz, left camp at 11:31 
that time they could be reinforcec^. P. M. on the 8th insttiut, crossed thi 
I could hoar nothing of Gen. Gil pontoon bridge over the Appotnst 
more's command ; no firing could tox, and marched forward about ! 
be heard in the direction of City miles. There halted until 4:30 A 
Point, and I felt certain that his M. on the Uth, when I took the liiu 
force had retired. I therefore or- of march toward the Jordan's Poin 
dered the command to fallback, and road, the Eleventh PenusylvoDii 
as we retired the enemy opened Cavalry in advance. The aavanci 
from onr right at long range with guard soon came upon and charget 
one piece of artillery and some mus- the enemy's pickets, capturing 4 o 
ketry. Before leaving the intrench- them, 2 beiug wounded. I thei 
ments the enemy's camp of forty or marched to the above named road 
fifty tents and some huts were burn- and out in the direction of the Pe 
ed, and also a large house with some tersbnrg plank road. VVlmu with 
stores and ammunition. AVe moved in 7 miles of the plank road tbi 
off and returned by the route we advance was again tired upon bj 
came, and were not pursued or mo the euemy. I ordered the carbi 
lested after getting on the road, neers of the Eleventh to dismooD 
We oaptured altogether 42 prison- and skirmish the woods to the front 
ers. Some of the officers who and two squadrons of the Fifth U 
had better opportunity of knowing, tho right and left. The eaeni] 
report tho number of the euemy o|»ened upon the Fifth with howit 
killed quite lar^e. Quite a number zers. One squadron from that regi 
of their wounded were left behind meut charged them, driving then 
for want of transportation. The from their camp into the intrepcil 
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. In the flight they left arms, and took position oq the left of ths 

■ equipments, and clothing: in road, withorderstostorm the twore- 

" irable qUHUtity, and which we doubts in their front and penetrate 

,»d. the line of intrenchments. The line 

t front being cleared by the moved forward simultaneously, uii- 

mtb, the command was mount- der cover of two 6-ponnder rifled 

d proceeded OD the route. On g-uns, commanded by Lieutenant 

•cliing the Norfolk and Peters- Morton, Eighth Xew York Battery, 

p railroad, the advance guard and twol2-poundermouutain howit- 

e upon the enemy's pick- zere of the Fifth, the right being 

lioliarged them and wounded one assisted by & detachment from 

ally. The remainder made their the First District. The enemy re- 

__^ to the woods. On reaching ceivod us with a determined and vig- 

■ plaok road at 10:30 A. M. five orous musketry fire along the whole 

' IB from Petersburg, I received line ; also on the left with grape and 

nctions from the general com- canister from one piece of artillery, 

ding to march in the direction The position occupied by the ene- 

f fli Petersburg. my was well chosen, and defended 

"l did so, driving in and capturing with obstinacy.* Our assaulting 

mme of the enemy's pickets on party continued to presB forward in 

%'Om road. Within 1 mile of the city the face of the fire, captured the re~ 

I in aight of the earth-works, doubts, and occupied them, then 

Iwmaisting of four redoubts and a prepared to charge the line of in- 

B&e of intreuchments about half a trenchments, whicn was done, with 

laile in length. I ordered one a loss to the enemy of 30 killed, 

MiaadroD of the Eleventh Pennsyl- many wounded, among whom were 

lit Cavalry to charge the works several officers left on the field, 

1 drawn sabreri, which they did and about forty prisoners, besides 

I gallant style; but owing to the one piece of artillery and a large 

iperior force and position of the quantity of small arms. The latter 

lemy they were compelled to fall were destroyed by our men, 

ick, forming line again in advance "Thesquadronontherightcharged 

lot the main column. After due con- around the works to within one-half 

■ ndtatioD with the general com- of a mile of Petei-aburg, and there 

I Bunding, I made a careful recon- halted for the main column. Ow- 

I ftoisaucti of the enemy's position, ing to obstructions the squadron on 

I wd ordered the following disposi- the extreme left could not move for- 

I tioo of my command: On the nght, ward, whereby the principal portion 

I rarbinecrH of the Eleventh to dis- of tlie enemy made their escape in- 

I moant and advance as skirmishers ; to the woods close by. These works 

I ooe squadron, mounted, of the were said to be defended by two 

I Elerenth was ordered to the extreme regiments of militia and one of 

I ri^ht, and one to the extreme left, regulars, under the supervision of 

I with orders to charge in concert General Beauregard. 1 On the ap- 

wHhdismounted lineof skirmishers; proach of the main column the ad- 

I the remainder of the Eleventh were - . - — . 

pOStedoDthocentreandrigbt-ceutre, 'Thlfi is a handHome trihutH In tho small 
I •ilh orders to charge mounted on roreo or .-itiKen soliliere who were iwcupy. 
I tb« appearance of wavering or con- iiR this position. 

I *_»:_Jr-™ „ II T^k Piftu tinothpr tribute to the courage nt Col. 

1 foHlon among the enemy. The Fifth Archer's command and to the skill with 
Fennsylvania Cavalry was oiaeied which they w^re managed. 
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War, or Five months Among the 
Yankees. By A Rifleman, Gent.T 
From this book the foUowiDg, as a 
nearly contemporary account of the 
action, is taken: 

"The sun was clambering up the 
sky — a figure which astronomy has 
Taiuly tilted agaiust since the great 
Italian's day — ^and the town clock 
had struck ten many minutes be- 
fore, when a pair of frantic videttes 
— one of them without his hat —tore 
into camp on foaming steeds, with 
the news that the enemy, not more 
than half a mile away, were rapidly 
approaching in a body, conaistinp 
of several regiments of cavalry, and 
at least four pieces of artillery. Onr 
position was an open earthwork, the 
front face of which was cut at right 
angles by the Jerusalem plank road, 
a thoroughfare which, some outside 
barbarians may not know, opens 
up to deserTing Petersburgers the 
beatific vision of Sussex bams and 
Southampton brandy. This work, 
intended to accommodate two pieces 
of artillery, but then all innoceDt of 
ordnance, was accompanied by a 
line of low breast- works, running oiit 
on either flank, to afford shelter to 
such infantry as might be destined 
to support the guns, while beyond, 
on each side, lay a level and acces- 
sible country, inviting easy approach 
to man or beast. There was noth- 
ing in the character of the position 
to give the assailed men advantage, 
other than that which the breast- 
works offered in case of a direct at- 
tack, the ground being almost a 
dead level in every direction; and 
when Major Archer, our comman- 
dant, disposed his little force of 
about 123 men along the extended 

{This extract from Col. Spear's report, aa "i In 1866 thle book was republished under 

was Gen. CoIbod's report, has been sub- the title, "In VinaullB, or The Prieoner of 

divided into additional pnmi{niphf> Tor thi- War." 
greater ooovenleDce of perusal. 



vance squadron moved forward. It 
was ascertained that during the en- 
gagement mentioned the enemy had 
received large reinforcements, and 
when the advance reached within 
150 yards of Petersburg- the enemy 
opened with musketry, grape and 
canister from four pieces of artillery 
posted on a bluff immediately in 
front of the town. The fire was so 
severe that I ordered the advance 
to wheel to the left-about and retir- 
ed about fifty yards to the cover of 
a bluff along the road. There I 
halted about ten minutes until it was 
ascertained that the column had left 
and the enemy approaching in force. 
I retired slowly, soon met the gen- 
eral commanding, stated the condi- 
tion of the enemy's force, and was 
ordered to fall back slowly, which 
was done, after a delay of one hour 
and a half in order to prosecute a 
search for the wounded and missing. 
My rear guard was followed by in- 
fantry, cavalry and artillery for a 
distance of 2 miles from Peters- 
burg. A detachment of the First 
District then formed in the rear of 
my column, and I returned to camp 
with my command, reaching here at 
10:30 P. M."X 

Judge Anthony M. Keiley, who 
had been a lieutenant in the Peters- 
burg Riflemen (Company E, 12th 
Virginia infantry,) but, having been 
elected a member of the Virginia 
legislature, was, ou the 0th of June, 
18(14, in the city of Petersburg, and, 
taking part in the engagement, was 
captured. Upon his return from 
prison he wrote and published, in 
January, 18{i5, a very interesting 
little volume entitled "Prisoner of 
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I yards, I presame it was 
/ evident that 20,000 caval 
* wiy respectable minority of 
ime, would make short work of 
In cODformity to uuiversal civ- 
i precedeot, the major addrena- 
a ft word of cheer aud counsel 
. fore he a-sai^ned us our position ; 
■bot there was eloquence incompar- 
n«bly snperior to all the witchery of 
Yords in the hnndred homes which 
■stood but a scant canuot-shot be 
■hind ns and in the reflection that, 
Vtocording as we did our lievir. to 
Bftem and to hundreds more, there 
V&ight be then and thenceforth grief 
I or rejoiciu?. Small marvel then that 
I IB I looked down our little band, 
r eparsely stretched over otir extend- 
ed and exposed front, and noticed 
bow well the best aud noblest of our 
townsmen were represented in its 
tanks, I felt that they would give an 
Kcouat of themselves ; that no wife 
I or mother, sweetheart or sister, 
L would blush to hear or remember, 
■dioag'b every Cossack that ever 
^nram the Don, should charge our 
line that day. 

"We had not long to wait. A 
cloud of dust in our front told of 
the hurried advance of eavahy, and 
the nest moment the glitter of spur 
uid scabbard revealed to us a long 
line of horsemen, rapidly deploying 
imder cover of a wood that ran par- 
allel to our line, and about half a 
mile in front of na. T/un ire m/na- 
td 01' frail 71 tin. Our venerable mus- 
kets were not worth a tinker's im 
precation at longer range than one 
tmndred yards, and we were com 
pelled pcf f'lvt: to watch the pre- 
parations for our capture or slaugh- 
ter, much after the fashion that a 
rational turtle may be presumed to 
contemplate the preliminaries of a 
civic dinner in London. A little of 
that military coquetry called recon- 
noisance, determined our enemy to 
fee] ns first with a small portion of 



his command, and on came at a 
sweeping gallop a gallant company 
of troopers, with as confident an air 
as though all that was necessary was 
that they should 'come' and 'see.' 
in order to 'conquer.' Every one 
saw this was a party we could easily 
manage, and we possessed, there- 
fore, our souls in great patience till 
we could see the chevron on the 
arm of the non-commissioned officer 
who led them-^a brave fellow— and 
then there broke forth (from sucli 
amiable muskets as could be induced 
to go off) a discharge that scattered 
the cavaliers like chaff— three rider- 
less horse.t beingall of the expedition 
that entered our lines. Thii': tvifiUiij 
event safed tli^ t-'dy uf Peter/rhiiri/ — 
what else it saved let the reader ask 
himself; for the Yankees now became 
convinced that no cavalry charge 
would frighten these ununiformed 
and half-armed militiamen from their 
posts, and that a regular infantry at- 
tack must be made. For this purpose 
two regiments of their cavalry were 
dismounted and deployed on either 
side of the road, in a line double 
the length of our o^vn, and it was 
evident that they had determined 
to Hank us on both sides. The 
welcome rattle of ai'tillery horses 
brought now a cheer to every Up as 
we observed two tield pieces falling 
into )>osition on our right, and the 
sharp shriek of a shell curvetting 
over the Yankee hne, was an agree- 
able variation of the monotonous 
silence in which, to the right and 
left, their skirmish line was stretch- 
ing away to encompass us. This 
occasioned another check, and pro- 
voked an artillery response, which 
continued for twenty minutes, with 
about the effect currently attributed 
to sacred melodies chanted in the 
hearing of a certain useful hybrid, 
deceased. But these were all gold 
en moments for Petersburg — can- 
non and horses were pouring into 
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town. Graham's and Sturdivant's 
batteries were wheeling into posi- 
tion, and Pearing was hastening to 
the scene with hia gallant cavalry. 

"And now came the serious at- 
tack : The enemy advanced, ont- 
numberiDg us five to one, and arm- 
ed with the aij:leen sfmolinq rijle, 
thus iucreaaing over fifty fofd tlieir 
actual superiority — and there we 
fought them ; fought them till we 
were so surrounded that- the two 
men nearest to me were shot in the 
hack while facing the line of origi- 
nal approach ; till both our guns 
were captured ; till our camp, in 
rear of the works, was full of the 
foe; till the noblest blood of our city 
stained the clay of the breast-works 
as they gave out their lives, gun in 
hand and face forward, on the spot 
where their officers placed fhem. 
Their faces now rise before me on 
this summery morning in Novem- 
ber ; the calm, grave countenance 
of Banister and Staubley ; the gen- 
erous, joyous frankness of Friend 
and Hardy ; the manly, conscien- 
tious fire of patriotism in a!! — Bel- 
lingham and Blanks, Jones, John- 
son, and the rest— ^1 gallant gen- 
tlemen and true, any one of whose 
lives was well worth aU the Yankees 
from Indus to the pole ; and I could 
but aek myself then as now the pro- 
phetic question, whose answer has 
in all ages sustained the martyrs of 
freedom as of faith : can gucli blood 
fall in vain ' 

"One by one they fell around me 
— Bellingham the last— and as I 
turned and stooped to change his 
position to one of greater comfort 
at his request, the enemy trooped 
over the earthwork behind me, the 
foremost, presenting his loaded ear- 
bine, demanded my surrender with 
an unrepeatable violence of lan- 
guage that suggested blood-shed, 
and all avenue of escape being out 
off, I yielded with wnat grace I 



could to my fate, captive to the boW- 
and spear of a hatchet-faced ment 
bor of the First District Cavalir* 
greatly enamored of this honorable 
opportunity of going to the rear." 

Tht' fdlluwing letter from Capt^d 
Wm. E. Hiutou. Jr., of Peter8biir(i4; 
V»., who, on the i*th of June, 186AT 
wa« acting assistant adjutant -genevv* 
of Brigadier- General Jas. DearioiS' 
gives a very clear account of the pan' 
taken by the cavalry and artillevjii, 
under General Dearing on that dqjn. 
iu repelling the assault of the FedJi 
eral cavalry after the little force on' 
citizen soldiers under Archer Yat 
been overpowered : 

"Peter«bukg, Va., 
"July 8th, 1892. 
"Geo. S. Bernard, Esq. 

"Deart^ir; Having been requestai 
by you to furnish my recoUectiona 
the part taken by the forc«8 (caval 
and artillery ) under tJeneral Deari 
on the !lth of June, 1864, in repelUi 
the assault made upon the city of Pf 
teraburg by the Federal cavalry m 
der General Kautz, I will state Oak 
in the early part of June, 1875, '. 
prepared and published iu the Pe-I 
tersburg Iwiex- Appeal a brief article 1 
which gives the information you have 
requested, except in the overestimate ' 
of the force of the enemy. Thisar- 
tide, addressed to the editors of that 
.iuurnal, and signed 'An Eye Wit- 
ness,' was first submitted to C?apt. 
Edward Graham and appixjved by 
him, and was as follows: 

" 'I'JITEKSBUHG, \'A., | 

" 'June fl, 1875. f 
" 'T'l the Editvr of the Index- AppetU: 

" 'This day eleven years ago wit- 
nessed the killing of mau>' of Peters- 
burg's bm\'e8t spirits, who fell bat- 
tling in the defense of this galtalrt I 
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dt3', and knew no surrender until 

tliey were overcome by a force nearly 

ioe hundred times their own nunil>er, 
ander Kantz, thus leaving tl)e town at 
the mercy of the enemy by the i*out 
of the South . The writer wais dii-ect - 
ed on arrival at Petersburg to i-eport 
to General Wise Hhat General Dear- 
iag, in command of the Fourth Xoith 
Ouolina and Taliaferro's Georgia 
cavalry' r^^ents and Graham's ar- 
tillery, was awaiting onlere on the 
Barch from Chesterfield into the 
citj".' General Wise was I'eporteil 
oat on the lines where the fighting 
was in progress. Captain Pearce, of 
G^ieral Wise's staff, directed <ieu- 
end Dearing to the Willcox farm. 
As the command proceetled up Syc- 
amore street, opposite Mi-s. Page 
Dunn's, we were met by Mr. E. H. 
Osborne, who informed General Dear- 
ing that the enemy were coming in 
by the route known as the Jerusalem 
]dank road; whereupon the wnter, 
bdng &miliar with the suri-ound- 
ings, informed General Desiiing that, 
if he proceeded to the Willcox farm 
(where our militia right i-ested prior 
to capture), the enemy would lie left 
behind him. A few uiouients suf- 
fieed to familiarize his bright mind 
with the localities. Immecliatelv he 
ordered Taliaferro to the Blandfonl 
(.liurch, on the Jerusalem plank rosiil. 
with a little piece of mountain hoi*se 
artiller\', and the 4th North Carolina 
regiment of cavalrj- and irrahanrs 
biiterj', to the reservoir. Reaching 
the spot luider a run. it was <lis4'ov- 
ered that the enemy were but a short 
distance south of Lieutenant Run. at 
the base of the water works. He di - 
rected a part of the 4th X . C. Cavalry, 
under Lieut. -i'ol. Cantwell, directly 
under the eye of hiuLself (Gen. D. .. 
to charge, and a part of the tottery 
under Capt. Graham to open fire. 
The balance of the regiment and the 



remainder of the Imttery, Lieut. E<1- 

wanl Pollaitl couiniandiug. were di- 

I'ecteil, under the command of the 
writer, ti> pnx'ced to the head uf Syc- 
amoi-e sti'cet and engsige the enemy, 
then almost in the corporation limits. 
The i-esult of both attacks was a coui- 
plete victory for the < 'on federates, 
and thiLS Petersburg was saveil. in 
my judgment, solely by thegi-ejit dar- 
ing and skill of <Jen. Jas. fXesiring. 
The writer does not, i»f <'i»ui"se, de- 
sire to take a single laurel from the 
gallant militia on that <K*casiou, nor 
from the trtM»p>s who so bravely fought 
on the line li-om the river to Bland - 
ford Church, but simply to do jiLSti<-e 
to the gallant dead hei-o who directed 
the fighting of the brave Vii-ginia 
and Xorth Cai-oliua troops, who saveil 
the good city after the militia had 
l)een captured and slain. 

'" "The only pei-sims. citizens or mil- 
itary ; capjible of bearing aimis whom 
the writer renieniljei-s to have seen 
were E. H. <>slH>rne, (jeneraK'olston, 
C. L. Petticolas, D. X. Branch and 
Roger A. Pr>'or. The enemy were 
driven iKU'k and followed as far as 
the Gregory housi*, on the Jerusa- 
lem plank njad, where our command 
halted, the Fnlerals going dii-ectly 
toi'itv Point. 

• 

•' •Cnderdirectiouofiieneral Dear- 
ing, the following telegram, in sub- 
stance, was sent General Besuiregard: 

"The enemy are repulsed and the eily 
is s>afe. Hut shf>uld they attack it again 
more tro<»|ts will Ik* necessary for its de- 
fense. 

-..Siiruedi Jas. Dkakim;, 

••Hritr.-Genenil." 

•• 'This disp«it<'h was sent off. 1 
think, by (ien. Roger A. Pryor. 
Further than this no aid was givm 
Gen. I>earing by any one. siive tin- 
commands l)efore mentioneil. (ren. 
Dearing was largely instrumental on 
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three occasions in saving the city Graham's battery, in a letter dat«dt 
from capture. July 7th, \m2, says; '' 

'"As Eye WiTNEsa.' " "I had thehouor of being a iuem-|^ 

"To the foregoing I «-ill add that *!f •>' ,?\°',1 ""f ''S,''"?, -^'"f 'f ' 
there were torn gim of Gmhani's ">e gallant CS.pt Mward Grah»- 
battery, all enga|ed, two of them ""nmandlng. Wo were attached 
Btationi In thi rici^ty of the up- S" "?™'!!' wmmand of Gen. Jam 
per reservoir and the other- two on Deanng, than whom no braver oflU 
the creet of the hill, about the pres- <"" ""fie^tlw^ » »al>«! »"'J -Jg 
ent gate to the prendses of Mr. Wm. ''«» f 'f-'™ f " '■"" ™ , .iS-^*"^ . 
Cameron, Lieut. Pollard being in » a lamb The gallant W illiamB.^ 
command of these two guns, with Hmton, Jr., was a<-tmg as his a4ja-« 
Lieut. Wm. C. Butler, hil junior, a« tant-geueral, who likewise was a uLmiJ^ 
his assistant. without fear and ever ready to p«r» 
. , ., form his duty as a soldier. ■< 

"The enemy charged acrons the „o„ ,)„. „(^ „, j„„ ,354 „^ 
bridge over LieuMnant Eun and up „„„„jj„,i ^^ stationed in ChiitorJ 
the>ewEoad a bllle distance, but fleldcountyon the Ruflin farm, aboni 
were met by a countot-chaige, made ^^ ^^,„ ,„„ Peteraburg, aoA 
by a portion of the -Ith Nortli Caro- ^^ ;„ (^^ morning received ordem 
bna Cavalry imderLieut.-Col. Cant- to report to Petersburg. Arriveda* 
well, who routed them at once and p|.ie„t„,g ^^ crossing the river at 
captured seveial. The remainder of p^^uut,, bridge, we came up Seo^ 
the (4th N. O.) regiment, being dis- „„j ,i,„, ,„ i^^Vrd and went down 
mounted, were deployed as skirmish- i^^^^ to Main street, Blandford, 
era around the slope of the hdl from ^^^^ „, „^,,j y^^^^ ^,,„j (, ,^ 
New Road on their left to about the (.„,^„ y,^ informed that the eno- 
head of Sycamore Street on their „„ were coming across to town abot* 
right, the ground upon which this the waterworks, and that he mm* 
hue was deployed being covered with ^^^ ^j,, ^„ ,^^j^ as soon » 
a crop of wheat or oats nrarly nia- p„^H,o y,^ ^en turned dowtt, 
tured, which lurnished an admiiable j,^|„ „j.^t ^^ BoUingbrook and came: 
protection for sharpshoolierB, the res- „ BoUingbrook to Sycamore and in 
Idenoe and other buildings of Mr. gycamore, moving thl-ough then 
Cameron on this hill being withm ,tj^„ ,„ ^ „„ping gallop never to 
the hnc of these skirmishers. ^ forgotten by the members of tji« 

"Graham's batteryandthewivalry battery, the ladies and children who 
of Gen. Dearing on the morning of crowded the sidewalks cheering oB 
thei>thofJune,lS6+, were withdrawn as we moved along, and crying out, 
from the breast-works about Dunn's 'Here come our own men! Meo 
or Ruffin's farm in Chesterfield, near who will defend lis and drive the 
Port Walthall Junction and fronting enemy liiK^k!' By words, look and 
Bermuda Hundreds, which works gcstui-cs we told them 'to be calm' 
they left before daylight of that day. and that we would defend them at 
' 'Tour Comrade, all hazards. 

"Wm. E. Hint«n, Jr." "Arririug at the Heights, two of 

our guns, under Lieuts. Edward Pol- 

Capt. John Troshemi, of Petera- lard and William C. Butler, took 
burg, Va,, who was a sergeant iu position at the head of Sy 
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. near the resideuces of Mes- 
0S. William Cameron and James 
r. Kemp, and engaged the enemy 
thra coming over and don'u .the hill 
Ml the ««t of Lieutenant Enn. The 
Otiier two gnng, under the command 
f Cbpt. Graham, took poBition near 
" B reservoir and engaged the enemy 
ming across the field in line of 
bMtle <lu«~n Xtt the run, and also 
•Maing in eolumn down New lloa^I. 
"As sergeant, I was iu charge of 
ne of the two last mentioned gniiK, 
Gen. Dearing, being near by, 
ordered ue to tire a shell close to a 
he pointed out, but not to 
it. In this house he said the 
Pederal officers were. I sent the 
aa directed, but the officers in 
! house did not come out. The 
'al then directed me to put a 
^ell through the house, which 1 did, 
those inside came rolling out 
n short order and retreated hastily 
ross the field to the plank road. 
■n. Dearing then said to me, 'They 
e patting a gun in position. Go to 
rork on that gun before they go to 
Irork on you.' I could not see the 
m. Standing as I was on the ground, 
p 1 moouted my gun and cauld then 
e the Federal gun plainly. I then 
nt one shot and disabled this gjiu 
y catting one of its wheels. Gen. 
Dearing remarked, 'A good shot! 
Sttt there is another gun^ they aie 
ptdting it in position. Go to work 
1 her before they go to work on 
yoa.' I again fired and this shot 
from my gnu disabled this second 
ifim of the enemy. Seeing this, Gen. 
Dearing exclaimed, 'Glory enough 
fi» one day! You have done well! 
They are now retreating! I will fol- 
low and drive them. Continue your 
fire tintil I get up on yonder hill, 
(pointiiig tJ» the hill on which the 
Flederal forces were), and then bold 
joar fire. If they drive me, let me 



and my men come down the hill and 
then fire as fast as you can.' I did 
as ordered. Dearing charged and 
drove the enemy away, and thus our 
beautiful city was saved. The Fed- 
eral guns that were disabled were 
brought in and did good service in 
Graham's battery afterwards." 

Mr. .1. William Young, of Peters- 
burg, Va., another member of Gra- 
ham's battery, who participated iu 
the action and was with one of the 
two guns stationed near the reser- 
voir (the gun of which Sergt, George 
W. Vaughan was iu charge), says: 

"The two guns stationed on the 
hill near the reservoir were near each 
other and about fifty yards south- 
west of the south-west corner of the 
reservoir. Gen. Dearing himself 
located these two pieces of artillery, 
with instructions to the men to fire 
as quickly and as rapidly as possible. 
The advancing column of Federal 
cavalry was then upon New Road, 
a part of it on the west side of 
the bridge, with the head of the 
column near the Rnshmore lot on 
the top of the reservoir hill. Being 
with the gun nmrest the road I re- 
member seeing the men at the head 
of the column on the road to onr 
right not a himdred yards from our 
gun. 

"Obeying the order to fire, we 
opened upon the column upon the 
road on the east side of the bridge 
and oiir first shot struck the column 
at a point about a hundred yards 
east of the bridge. Our gnus were 
fired as rapidly as possible, causing 
the cavalry to break and make for 
the rear. They attempted to rally 
on the hill south of New Eoad, but 
a few well directerl shots caused 
them to tall back to a point near 
Petersen's house at the intersection 
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of Xt'M- Rcjad with the Jerusalem 
plauk road, at which point they 
pla<^e<l a twittery in pfisitiou, but their 
yuiiH were soon disabled by shots 
from our ttattery. We (siptured a 
mouutaii) howitzer belonging to 
Ihem, left just at the spot at which 
our fii-st shot struck the mlvaneiiig 
column. That howitzer was used by 
(■raliiiiii the reuKiindcr of the war. 
doin;; liamlsoiii,- wink in 111.- .iillle 
mid iiil.i Miinn> i;r.n-faiM! Siisw^v 
(-ouiitics, liol.liii-: I hi- nicTuy iu clic-ck 
at Belches' Mill and giviug our cav- 
alry an opportHuity tobriug the cap- 
tured cattle safel,^' over S'ottoway 
river. The two ^ins of oitr battery 
located ou tlie Heights near Mount 
Erin (Mr. William Cameron's resi- 
demi") gave the enemy a parting re- 
meiiiliraucc as they retired, 

"As oiir liiillcry ffalloped up Hyc- 

; ■!■ sired ihe ladies waved their 

haiidki'rchielM and the boys in the 
Imttery responded with cheers. The 
Montheru Female College Iniilding 
was iilled with ladies, who waved 
handkerchiefs whilst we cheered. 
And just here a pigeon, in its wild 
Hight in the air, (hirted down towards 
the moving tKitt^ry, seeing whinh 
several of the old vetei'ans geutly 
ducked their hesuts, thinking the 
bird a ball from one of the enemy's 
guns, as we coidd hwir the firing in 
the distance over the hills," 

Miss Lossie Hill, of Petersburg, 
Va., [■eferring to the rapiditj- with 
whi<'h <>rahani's battel'^* moved up 
IJollinghrtMtk and Sycamore streets 
in its haste to I'eaffh the Heights, says: 

"I wascroseing Bollingbrook street 
on my way to Mra. Meiten's when 
the artillery came tearing along and 
I thought 1 would be run o^er. 
('apt. Ned Graham seeing me, and 
possibly others in the way, impa- 
tiently said t<t his men. 'I)^— n the 



women! Bun over them, if j 
don't get out of the way!' 
ing him well, the next time ll 
him, I playfully told him he hat 
suited me by this order to hla if 
and I had intended to call : 
aecouut, but that he had liehiivef 
gallantly when he got on the Hrf 
I concluded to forgive him."* 

Miss Virginia E. Davidson, of j 
l«rsbnrg, Ta., referring to the 1 
tery's impetuous riudi thmogh J 
streets to the scene of a^-tion, i 

*'The men leapetl from the (_ 
aud caissons and with whip \ 
vhueTS urged on the tlyiug hoi 
they ran beside them. Sick soldi 
at the hospital on the lawn \ 
the battery a« it moved up Syei 
and two of its guns w( 
into Fibnore st.i'eet near the pre 
residence of Mr. Robert W. OolH 
whilst the other two continued ^ 
Sycamore, said it was God's i 
the caissons did not explode, 
that they had never seen t ' 
go into action with more rapid 

"So(m after one of the gnm 
C^apt. K. O. Hinton, of Peterslw 
Va,, who as a druggist was theoj 
ing business at the old drug sto 
the south -east corner of Sycamore 
Lombard streets, "passed my a 
and had gone not a hundred 3 
fiuther up Sycamore, its front s __ 
real' wheels became detached, and I 
thought this was the most unfortn- 
nate of accidents. The mishap, bow- 
ever, was immediately reetifit^. The 
coupling-pin which had dropped oat 
was <(uickly replaced, and on went 
the gun seemingly as rapidly as be- 
fore," 

And just here a little incident of 
the day, told by Capt. Hintou, too 

*Gapt. Graham, thu eon ot a distinguish- 
ed officer in the British array, was by In. 
lierltaiipo ii si)ldli'r. 



(I to be lost, nmstbegivenaplace. 

»n»pt. H.: 

"Being a druggist I was exempt 

m miHtary service, but for several 

9 previiMisly I had been on duty 

i on the lines abont Bell's farm in 

eGeorgeaud elsewhere. Onthe 

g of the flth of June, however, 

■ b^ipened to be at home, and was 

ling to my oixlinary duties in 

yHtore, 

"Mjr store was at that time a fa- 

irite plture of resort for jjentlemen 

^ assemble and discuss the news and 

' sabje^^ts of general interest, 

d on this day there was the usual 

tioD of them, talking about 

• topiCH of the day, the subject be- 

j tbe presence of a Federal force 

; Prince (ieorge county and the 

"; of a move upon the city. 

those present were Judge 

Wm. T. Jojiies, Mr. Leroy Koper, 

p. W. PickrelJ and Mr. Thomas H. 

napbell, the last mciitioned gentle- 

n being the president of the South- 

• Railroad company and also a 

1 officer under the Confederate 

n'emment, a fine conversationalist 

i a man of superior sense. 

I "Contending that the Federals 

Kild not be in Prince George county 

B sttcli numbers as to give occasion 

ir any alarm, Mr, Campbell, having 

his several reasons for this 

l^ion, and ridiculing the report 

mt their presence in such numbers, 

'i considerable emphasis, said, 

■^Gentlemen, give me a brigade of 

■twenty-five hundred men, and I will 

ibligate myself to drive every Yan- 

e this Bide of City Point into James 

Kver before sunset this evening.' 

With some humor, one or more of 

! gentlemen present at onc« re- 

u-ked, 'If Mr. CampbeU will do 

'i, hemust havethebrigade. Can't 

» get him the 2500 men I He must 

ethem. It will not do to lose 



the opportunity to drive those Yan- 
kees into James River." 

"Just at this Juncture Mr. Otway 
P. Hare came into the store with 
some excitement in his manner and 
said, 'fientlemen, h — I is to pay! 
The Yankees in considerable force 
have advanced to the toll-gate on the 
Jerusalem plank road, have broken 
our lines, killed Geo. B. Jones, Wm. 
C. Banister and Jno. JMend (he men- 
tioned these and others that were 
among the killed), and will soon be 
here.' The 'toll-gat«'wasatorabout 
the Bives house, and this was indeed 
startling news. The little party of 
gentlemen at once ceased their discus- 
sion and Tom t^mpl>ell vanished like 
a sora. In a few minutes Graham's 
battery came at full speed up Boiling- 
brook, around Spotswood's comer 
and up Sycamore, one of the pieces 
meeting with the little mishap of 
which I havejnst told you. Then 
came some of Bearing's cavalry, also 
moving rapidly, and in a few minnt«s 
the welcome booming of the artillery 
at>out the water-works showed that 
Graham had i-eached the Heights and 
was at work with his guns." 

The following letter fi-om Mr. Wil- 
liam Cameron, of Petersbui-g, Va., 
who witnessed fi-om his residence on 
the Heights the approach of the 
Fedei-al cavalry and their repulse, 
describes what came within his ob- 
servation : 

"Petekshurk, Va., , ) 
"July aoth, 18S2. } 
"Geo, S. Bernard, Esq, 

"Dear Sir: I can add but little to 
the very faithful and vivid accounts 
of the heroic rescue of onr city from 
captnreonthe memorable 9th of June, 
1864, you have been collecting for 
insertion in j'our "War Talks of Con- 
fedemte Veterans," 
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"Aboutflo'clock.orperhapslater, west of aad in the aeigbborhw 
that uioruing, my brother Geor^ the plauk roiul. Having sentl 
came to my house— I resided then a^ ladies and the servants of my fi 
now at the head of Adams street in to Mrs. Keiley's on New strec^^ 
this city — with hia musket, on his gi-eater safety, Ibraeedupmyn 
way to our lines. I had just returned to accept 'the inevitable' and ( 
late the night iHifore from my post of mined to meet the enemy at my ■ 
duty at Wilmington, N. (',, and hav- and save all I could fi-om destmol 
ing, ill consequence of a temporary Accordingly I stood at or about 
inlei'i-iipti"ii (it'lli<' liiivi'l i>ri llic I'e- gate east of my house above i' 
tershin-;;MMil \\"<>l(]iiii tMiliHiid, l<i liiic red to. when lo! great joy! 
iMiiii lii'llivlil tn liiiiwidiiicr. H.;iiid lug my eyes towards the north, ] 
1(1 walk IViim Kiinviildic ('. 11. Id I'e- cried two pieees of artillery C 
tei-aburg, I was so fatigued by the up the hill' towai-ds the ree 
trip I felt unable to go along with a fnil gallop, followed by two o 
him, and liesides hoped that the re- The first two immediately 
port alxnit tin- :Hdv;ini-c of tbeeuemy bered about the crest of the 1 
iiii^'-ht pii'vr iiimliici'-lidw alarm.' near the re«eiToir and opened ou the ~ 

'•S.ioii;iitri'nii'<-hH'k Iheard, first, enemy, whose column was then ap- 
iuu.skclrv, icptsitiil \ olIcvK, then ar preaching along the New Koad, and 
tiUery, so near as to satisfv me that t^he first and sei-ond shots from these , 
some fighting was going on about the gnu** ha<l the effect of bringing the, 
Rives salient. This firing continued <''il"mu to au immediate halt. 
at iiiteiviils I'nr mtirc tlian an hour, "By lliis tiiric Di'iiriug's cavalrj' 
iiiid I m;is Iril In lii.pc thai I'c-iDforce- Iiegan tn nriivc and ilcplin' in sup- 
uicuts ii;ul lici'ii lirinii:!il up from our port ol' llii- iirlillcrv. when suddenlv 
lines INI llir loll. I till soon after 1^ the euciiiy liirued around aud t>^wi 
o'cliM'k (hishope was banished, when, to reti-eat — all of which happened in 
liiokiufi over the high ground across much less time than I have taken to 
l.iiMitetiant Run south nf New Road narrate it, the artillery aud cavalry 
aud SI mill -cast of my house, I saw, lieing to <)ur helpless city a i-elief 
lirsf, a few of om- men reti-eating that scfnii il ;iliiiosl :us timely iiw the 
rapi<lly to the shelter of the i-avine uiemnralilc 'relief nt Lueknow.' 
iiboutihisrun.audtheneiioughmore '■( Khoiij.l iiicution thai the two 
of them in like I'eti-eat to satisfy me pi^ees of artillery that followetl th« 
that our forces ha<t been overwhelmed two which took position on the hill 
by greatly superior numbers. near the reservoir were stationed 

"A few minutes later I I'ealized west of my house, one of them near 
the t*uc condition of things, wheu I my then front gate about the inter- 
saw a large force of the enemy vom- section of Adams and f 'npi*! streets, 
ing down New Koad to the bri<lge theothersouiewherenear my present 
across Lieutenant Run. Asyouare frontgateonSycamoresti-eet. These 
aware, a pci-son standing at or about guns — certainly the one about the 
the gate to the rear and east of my intersection of Adams and (.'upid 
house, as I then was standing, could streets— commanded the high ground 
see the advancing colnmu from this or plateaii in the neighborhood of 
place, its head on the road about the the plauk road aud that part of New 
toot of the hill and the botly of the Roa^l no the plateau, 
column on the sunin*il of the hill "It has liccn over twenty-eight 



yeus since the occurrences of that 
HWtuorable <lay. but its events were 
(leeplj* impressed upon me, I can 
now see tliose iutrepid artiUerynieu 
whippingup their horses as they has- 
tened to their poeitiou on Reservoir 
Hill and opened almost instantly, and 
l«uii*w thcirther two pieces going to 
their position west of my house, and 
the equHlly intrepid cavalry of Dear- 
-it seems to me not over a hiin- 
dwd in luimber — coming up to the 
support of the artiUer>- and then the 
sadden retreat of the Federal cav 
airy; all a vivid blind picture. 

I rememljer. too, that when see 
ing the nipid filing from the twu 
juns on the reservoir hill, and tbt- 
firing fn»m the other two ginis, and 
the bnrsting of their shells, I thought 
it looked aH if almost the whole heav- 
were filled with the fire of Itlaz- 
ing guns and exploding shells. 

The work of defeating Kantz' 
1,300 cavalry and saving our city 
from the assault was indeed a nohlo 

', and there was great rejoicing 
that night in Petersburg. Relieve 
me. my dear sir, 

"Yours faithfully, 

"Wm. (.'AMERllN." 
Hcm.L'harlefl F.Collier, of Peters- 
burg, Va., describing the action at 
Rives' farm, in a letter dated June 
-10, 18fl2, says: 

"I was a volunteer private in the 
ranks, a memtier of the company of 
V&pt. James E. Wolff. Our compa- 
ny, with the othei-sof the command, 
lay entrenched behind the breast- 
works, bnt the eagerness of all to 
engage in the comtmt rendered it ex- 
(«edingly difficult for the command- 
ants of companies to keep the men 
TOvered by the earth works. Finally 
the enemy, after reconnoitering a 
whilf. t-esolved to make a charge. 



lu the distance the rising clouds of 
dust show that the raiders are com- 
ing with drawn swords and occasional 
firing of breach -loaders, and when 
within range of our men they are met 
with volley after volley from our old- 
fashion&d muskets, Hnfficient to repel 
advancing foe, except some two or 
tJii-ee who entei-ed along the public 
road into our lines. These men 
promptly surrendered, and their 
horses, fine and fat, were soon taken 
into possession by us. It was quite 
amusing, nobody on our aide then 
l)eing hurt, to hear the jokes and 
jibes hurled at the foe by our then 
victorious soldiers, who thought that 
the retiring enemy would no more 
return to fight. But this delnsion 
wjis of short duration. 

"The enemy, largely outnumbering 
our foixws, were not baffled by their 
first signal failure to capture our po- 
sition, A dank movement was made 
and we were attacked from front and 
rear — the rear attack soon dislodging 
us from our position and causing the 
death of several of the command. 
Some of our men were killed in their 
positions 1>ebind the earthworks. 
Ortlers were promptly given to re- 
tire, and then a nmning fight was 
kept up, forcing us finally back to 
the city. 

"Many of our men, however, were 
taken prisoners. The dead and pris- 
oners captured on that occasion are 
so well known that I need not write 
their namcM in this paper; tie names 
of the dead and the prisoners cap- 
tured are written on the scroll of an 
uudying fame and cherished in the 
memory of a gratefid people ever- 
more. Where all acted well, it is 
invidious to mention names, but I 
cannot forbear to refer to Adjutant 
Guy Johnson, who was wounded on 
the field and died shortly thereafter 
fi-om the effects of his wound. ' He 
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(lid his part bravely, and fell fight- 
ing nobly for his citj' and state on 
that never to be forgotten day. I 
trnst I shall be piu-donetl for this re- 
ference to Adj utant Johnson , as there- 
by the way is opened to make allu- 
Rion to an incident which, thongh 
egotistic, as it relates to myself, and 
not before mentioned, I believe, I 
I will take the liberty of stating: 

' ' When Adj utant Johnson was car- 
ried from the field woiinded, bleed- 
ing, dying, our commander, a gallant 
hero of two" wars, <'ol. F. H. Archer, 
approaehed me as we were fallinp 
back under the terrific fiaiik filing 
of the enemy, saying, 'I appoint you 
adjutant of thebatallion for gallantry 
in the face of the foe.' The compli- 
ment 1 acknowledged with a how and 
thanks, and, accepting the offi(«, 
served in that capacity with the liat- 
talion in the battle of the 16th June 
at Avery's farm. In that battle t'ol. 
Archer was wonnded, and, only attei' 
the most persistent persuasion on 
my part, he i-elnctantly consented to 
be taken to the rear. Col. Archer 
has now a list of the killed and 
wonnded in this battle made by me 
as adjutant.^ 

"The command then devolved on 
Maj. W. H. .larvis, a good man, a 
brave soldier, a trne Confederate. 
After the battle of the 16th June onr 
'Ixiys,' with one accord, being of the 

•The following Ib the Helheie referred to: 

FlelJ and etalT— Major F, H. Ai-cher. 
wounded severely In left arm. 

let Co., Lieut. Thoe. 8myth comniand'g— 
Priv. Jns. Brooke wounded In neck by shell. 

2d Co., Capt. Peter D. Hare commanding 
— Private B. A, Spiers wounded mortally; 
Private Ed. Simmons woundod Huverely In 
arm: Private H. 3. Saunders wounded 
sliRhtly by Bhell. 

yd Co., Capt. Wm. H. Jarvls <\ommand- 
tttg— no casualties. 

«h Co., lat Sargt, G. Baker Eanes com- 
man ding— no casualties, 

5th Co., Capt. BIchd, F. Jarvls coniroand. 
ing- no casualties. 



mind that their services demanded a 
little i-espite from the perils of battle, 
suggested that I wait on Gen. Beau- 
«^ard,whoftehead(iuarterswerenear j 
where we were in line of battle on ,( 
the extreme right, and request him { 
to send the command to Petersburg | 
and place it on guard duty. This I ' 
imdertook. I was most gracefully 
received bythegeneral, made known ^ 
my erraud, and my request wasgrant- ] 
ed, with the most ('OmpUmenfa,ry 
reference to Col. Archer and his men, I 
not only for their gallant conduct on 
that day, but also on the 9th of June 
at Rives' farm. When I returned 
to the command and made known 
that I had been successful in the re- 
quest that we t)e ordered iut<t the 
city, I I'eceived an ovation like unto 
that bestowed on a Roman general 
(in entering his city in triumphal pro- 
cession. 

' 'Much that any one writes in these 
war reminiscences must necessarily 
be personal, as our tield of observa- 
tion was limited to those immediate- 
ly about us and ourselves; and this 
is ray apology for so much that is 
perscmal in this letter." 

Mr, Rolwrt A. Martin, of Peters- 
burg, Va., in a letter dated .fuly 7, 
1892, gi\'ing his recolle«itions of the 
fight, says: 

"Every one who lovee the 'lost 

KthCo.. Capt. J. A. Rogetsconimandinii — 
Private F. T. Scott killed; Corpl T. J. Jar- 
ratt slightly wounded; Private C. K. Elliott 
slightly wounded. 

TCh Co., 1st Sergt. James E, Watson aoxa- 
mandlng — Corp. N. Uoag killed; Prlvat« 
BDbt. L. Wateon wounded; Private Wllliaoi 
C. Malloy slightly wounded; Private G. W. 
Eastwood slightly wounded; Sergt. Samuel 
Smith slightly wounded; Private Andrew J. 
Clements slightly wounded; Private Mitdi- 
uel Quinn severely wounded; Frlvat* M. T. 
Sweeny slightly wounded. 

Sth Co., 1st Sei^. Wm. Wehb command- 
ing— Private James A, Barber sUgbUf 
wounded. 




u/giiii llreO iQihe llt^Lt wus liretl by u ileaf man, wbo bod 'j'Jvan«iJ»DoC hearing th« 
etreal, after be had btien shot down. That man ie also living now, but be la natlk- 
had the Yankeea captured him, he never would have lived to see the year IMS."* 
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f." nod every one who knows the 
playwl by the citizens of Pet«rs- 
ud (spet^ially the spirit and 
ahown on the 9th ,liine, 1S64, 
140 'old men, iMiys, home 
&K., has cause to tbiink you 
jour caraest and zeiiluns t-tTnrtR 
let oomiug geueritions know of 
sort of stuff the men of the 
ot 1S64 were made. That they 
(I long and bravely, and against 
odds, will, when history comes 
be foirly written, stand forth as a 

&ct. 

In no part of the Soiitli was 

a more heroic and patriotic 

it displayed than was shown in 

ilinrg. This was to a very 

■ked degiee the ea«e with the la- 

(God bless them), ami that their 

ion nerveil many a gallant soldier's 

and arm io the day of liattlf , 

can be do question. 

"Knowing, hs yon do, that I was 

~ %ht of the 9th June, 18W, 

we done me the honor of re- 

to give you my ret'ollec- 

of the attkir. Being then, and 

still, deaf, I have told yon that 1 

lot give you much of interest tliat 

hfard on the battle-field, and so 1 

1 have to eoiifine myself mainly to 

it T iiaic. 

"My recollection is, that a great 

■any who took part iu the action of 

hme 9th, 186-1, were exempt from idl 

Military duty, arid some even doubly 

ttempt. Kotably was this the case 

irith that brave, patriotic, modest 

(mtleman, Mr. Wm. C Banister,* 

rho lost his life in the battle. It will 

« remembered that time after time 

bring the war, and when oui' city 

not protect*«i by regular Oonled- 

hate troops, the cry went forth that 

Federal army was marching from 

lily Point to capture the city 



■ITiia gentleman was a bunk ofBcer, forty- 
ru jears of age and very deaf, yet felt It 
* duty to go tu thii front on this (lay. 

G. S. B. 



repeatedly had this report proved to 
be untrue, on the 9th June, 1864, 
when messengers were sent to the 
city proclaiming that 'the Yankees' 
were 'certainly marehing on the city 
by way of the Jerusalem plank road , ' 
doubtless some questioned the truth 
of the report. This, however, none 
would have done, had they met the 
messenger that was met by the Hon. 
C F. Collier, the late Mr. Jas. Bois- 
seau and myself, when on oar way 
out to camp that morning. All three 
of us were then members of the city 
conncil, and had been in the city to 
attend a meeting of that body. The 
messenger's Manner, and the expres- 
sion of his face, eleai-ly indicated 
that the Yankees were mirely comity 
Ihin time, and we were fuUy convinced 
of the fact. Well do i remember 
Mr. Collier's saying that he 'would 
rather tike to haveawrrimraagewith 
the enemy.' One of us replied, 'I 
think like Oen. Lee — I would be 
glad if thoM<' people would go back 
to their homes and let us alone.' Of 
course Mr. Chillier then had no con- 
ception of the force that our little 
band would be called on to meet. 

"After i-eaching our (Utit: breast- 
works (and they extended but a short 
way to our left) it was not very long 
before the enemy (consisting of some 
1300 cavalry under Gen. Kantz) 
made his appearance. The location 
of Mr. Gregory's residence, out- 
houses and stables, was such as with 
their shelter enabled the hostile 
troops to form a line of battle with- 
out Ijeing exposed to our musketry 
lire. At that time we had no cannon 
ou the field. As soon as the enemy 
got ready he charged as cavalry, but 
was met by such a tire as to cause 
him to ialt back. It may be, how- 
ever, that the charge was made with 
a view of cansing us 'to show our 
strength.' 

"Just here, pennit me to remark 
tliat, forthe mimliersengagwi on Iwth 
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sideB, the result of the fight was, I like 5Ir. Major, James Kerr, Mr-jB 
think, a more (liagra<*ful affair to Baniet^r, John Stevenson, Robert Bi ' 3i 
the Fedei'al officer in command than Hill, Richard 8. Taliaferro, and oth- r 
was the result of the Crater fight, era that could be named {all exempt' u 
The latter was, it seems to me, a most from dutj- and some of them phi/M" « 
bungtingly managedafl'airoDthepai't ra77y uiiiit),8honldered theinnusketi* m 
of the Federal officer in command, to do battle for the Southern canse^ n 
As for the itth of June affair, why this fact is strong evidence to my | 
the Federal officer in command was mind that such cause leat riffht, not- . 
not court-martialed and cashiered withstanding it was afterwards over- 
for not capturing oui' little band and thniwji by overwhelming numI>eiS L 
entering the city, I have never been and resources. \, 

able tfl understand. He had ample "During the fight, Ool. Archer 
time to have done both before Gi-a- showed,' as I thought, grejit re^fiird 
ham's l>attery and Geu. Dearing's for the safety of his men, warning 
men rea«hed the city, aud fully force them 'not heedlessly to expose* 
enough to have captiu-ed three times themselves, while he was perfectly 
as many men as we had. The delay retrkless in exposing hivmeif. That 
in making the second attaek on us he was not killed con^■ineed me, be- 
i-eHulted in Graham's lottery and yond question, that 'Providence 
Uen. Dearing's cavalry getting to the ovemileth all things.' 
Heights Justin time to save the city. "To show how reckless men ran 
Now for a few things laaw. First, be in a fight, I know of one man who 
after the charge (made as cavalry) on the 9th of June, 1864, after the 
was repulsed, the venerable Mr. cavaky had been repulsed, inniped 
Francis Major came into the breast- up on the breast-works, waved bia 
works to lift his arm in the defense blanket and called on the Federals 
of a cause and city that he loved so to 'try it again' (meaning to try to 
well. Had his arm been as stout as take onr position). That man ia 
was his heart, doubtless he would living yet, 

have done more execution than he After C-oI. Archer's warning, 'the 
did. It will also be remembered that hoys' were more earefnl. Still, one 
his son-in-law, Mr. Geo. B. Jone», gentlemen (and he is now our res- 1 
(who was a druggist, and was there- pected mayorf) every time he fired 
fore exempt from duty) was killed in would Jump up and look to see if 
the fight. I have heard that on Mr. his man had fallen, and every time 
Jones being informed by a messenger he so Jumped upheexpoaed the beat 
that he was "needed to help defend part of his lK>dy to the enemy's bnl- 
the citj'.'hesteppedbackinhisstore lets. Some of Gapt. Wolff's eom- 
to tell Jlr. Major that he was going pany, and perhaps others also, will 
ont for that purpose, and t>egan to remember that the late Mr. Mmund 
tell what he wanted done in case he H. Osborne had charge of our ord- 
was killed. He, however, was cut nauce supplies, &c., and that Mr. 
short by Mr. Maijor telling him 'that Robert E. Hill was under him. Af- 
he had better tell some one else, as ter the fight opened, and durii^ a 
he (Major) would be at the scene of few moments of qniet, there happen- 
aetiou as quick as he (Jones).' ed tobeon the groimd an old eolorw! 

Which reached tiie breast-works first 

I have never learned. When men t n..ii (;hnriei f. roiutr 
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MO fTum Jordaa) who had been 
r » I<mg time the servant of a fVjn- 
Memt« cavah-y officer and who had 
n a good deal of 'de wah.' Be- 
: ia Petersburg ou furlough, he 
(ten came out t^k the cauip to see a 
tive of hLi owner, and, hai-ing 
lown Mr. Oaborne nearly all his 
fc, he stepped up to him and said, 
Uiu-se Edmund, if you want to save 
^iir thLU)^ you had better toad them 
p and move ofl', for them Yankees 
'. made that chaise to fiud out 
■ foree, and, having found that 
nl, it will not be long before they 
rOl be here.' Mr. Osborne, being 
I clear-headed mau himself, imme- 
Sately took in the situation, and so 
■savH his things.' His depar- 
B In a measure threw Mr, Robert 
B. Hill 'out of a Job,' and the re- 
lit was, Mr. Hill picketl up a mus- 
3t and 'rnshed to the front.' 
"Mr. Richanl 8. Taliaferro (now 
»nt 85 yeare old) showed great grit 
^ven tt^er Utr battle toan uoer. The 
lemy being about to surround our 
ft wing (if a few men could be 
■lied *a wing'), of course efforts 
rere made to escape, and some of 
Be boys' ran down to a branch and 
' ", in the hushes. The Yankees 
e suon after them, hallooing out, 
I see you, you d -d rebel!' 'tiet 
[I from there, or I will blow youi' 
rains out!' Some, and peihapsall 
nt Mr. Taliaferro, really believed 
1 the Yankees saw them, and so 
t np and surrendered. Sot so, 
KXwtiver, with 'Cousin Dick,' as we 
'. to call him. He jumped into 
k thick brier-pateh, and lay as close 
lo mother earth as was possible, 
lepeatedly he was ordered 'to get 
IS or a biillet would be put in him,' 
votwin Dick' was deaf to these or- 
I and remained so to the end. 
r the enemy had l>een driven o& 
Gen. l>eaaing, and everything 



became quiet, 'Cousin IMek' got up 
and walked home, proud of the fact 
that hfittii low had raided him high up 
in the estimatiou of his comrades. 

"I know one man in the ^ht vb- 
feiTed to that, because of a lack of 
teeth, had to use a knife to cut his 
cartridges. 

"I know of two boys, Johnny Kerr 
(now dead) and Jos. D. Cooper, who 
went into the fight, along with others, 
the foimer, Johnny Kerr, 'on his own 
hook,' the latter, Jos. D. COoper, as 
a member of a home guard company . 
Strange to say,- the father of one es- 
caped capture (Mr. Jos. H. Cooper, 
who with Prof. Rtaubley did, I think, 
more nhoolinn than any other two 
men in the tight), while his son was 
captured. The other son escaped 
uuhurt, while liia father (Mr. James 
Kerr) was right badly woimded, and 
was captured. The last gun fired 
in the fight was fired by a deaf man, 
who had advanced, not hearing the 
order to retreat, after he had been 
shot down. That mau is also living 
non, but he is satisfied that, had the 
Yankees captured him, he never 
would have lived to see the year 
1865.* 

"I have now, in my plain, uncul- 
tured way, tried to give you such 
evidence as to show you that the 
people of the little Cockade ( 'ity did 
all they could to aid her gallant sons 
in the CVmfederate service — to win 
that liberty for which they so glo- 
riously fought. Well, the fl^ we w 
loved has been forever furled, but the 
everlasting principles we fought for 
will never die. 1 took the oath of 
alliance to the United atates gov- 
ernment in June, 1865, and ! have 
Ijeeu true to it, and will remain so; 

*Mr. Martin dues not so etate, but I am 
iMtlEllHil that he himself was the gamu old 
Contfidiirata tliat fired that last gun. 

(J. 8. r 



Imt the time will never come when replied, 'Everyman is needed 

I will cease to love the cause we so day,' and eheerfnlly went on. 

stoutly contended for, and that no- I heard musketry firing on 1 

blearmy led by thePEEKLifflsLEE." rii»alem plank road. I went 

Mrs. David Uallender, of Petei*. ^rdeu where a servant was at 

,, . ... ^ J He said, 'Missus, the Yaukt 

burg, Va., in a statement furnished ^^^y ^^^. jj^^ ^^^.t you 

July 18, 1892, from the stand-point them cheering » I see them coi 

of an intelligent lady who wasau eye batik of the reservoir.' At ft 

witness of Graham's batterv and did not believe this, but going 

iJearing's cavalry going iut« action s^aira over our kitchen, from whij,^ 

, ^ . , J . place a commandmg view of the 

at the crisis of the day, gives the Heights and plateau east of the re- 

followii^ graphic a^-connt of what servoir could be had, I saw tJiat it 

she saw and heanl: was true that the enemy was near 

''About -o'clock the morning of ttK-oity. I could see them on the high 

June, 18(i4, 1 heard, while at mar ground beyond the water works, east 

ket, that the enemy were advancing "'' Lieutenant Ruu. I knew the men 

in large nurabere on our town. The ^ ^aw were Federal soldiers by the 

reserves hsid been on duty since the ^^P* ^hey woi-e, our men weanng 

Sth of May, and few men were left slouch hats. 

in our town. These reports wei-e so "Just at this time I saw mauy 

often cii-culated and so often proved servants from Mr. Bagland's farm 

false, I did not give this much come running by with )>edding, 

thought. Mr. Win. Weddell, om- clothes, and whatsoever tbej- could 

neighboi-, and Mi. t^allender, ha*i gather in hfiste in their arms. A» 

Iwen guarding prisonera during the thej- mii by our gate they told me 

night at the Ifcjck House on .Old the Yankees had kiUed or captured 

street, and had tsnuK home early in »!! our soldiere, and were coming 

the morning. After bi-e»kfa*t Mr. stmight on to town. This of <»iirse 

James Kerr sloppetl in, and re- nlarmeti me. I went to see Mrs. 

lerring to Mr. ('alleiider, asked, Weildell to consult what we Liul btet 

'Where is David;' 1 said, 'In bed ''"■ Withoiil knocking I walked 

asleep.' 'You had toter wake him ; iJd'' her dining' room and found the 

from what 1 hesir every man is need- Hev. Win. .\. Hall, chaplain of the 

ed to-day on the Hues,' Mr, Kerr Washington .\rtillea-y, writing oil 

then said. While we were talking her dining table, with his coat oflf, 

Mr. ( Uallender came out of his room, the weather b<nng very warm. Hear- 

heard this, and he and Mr. Weddell ing what 1 told Mrs. Wtildell, he 

followed Mr. Kerr to the lines. 8ai<l, 'Ladies, 1 willgoover to^bere 

"The last person 1 saw going out the reservesarecamped.iindif there 

to the lines was Mr. (!e.i. li. Jonett. i" "-".V danger I will eome ba*'k and 

I calle<i out to him as Ue passed along W you know.' He went, and was 

l»y our houst^-we weiv then living capturiHl Just l)eyoud Ihe w»t«r- 

at our present jdaee of it«idence, ou works, and was earrie«l to sonio 

the east side of .leffei-son street, N'orthern prison. I never saw him 

south of Mai-sball and within a few "gain. 

hundred yards of the water works— "The news of the enemy's »p- 

that 1 was 8i>rry to see him go. He proach soon spreutl over town. WlK < 
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men and children went in large num- back of Mr. Eagland's house. Gen. 
bers over to the hill south-west of the Colston, I was informed, halted as 

pamp-house of the city water-works, many as came up, and these made a 
where the base ball grounds now stand near Mr. William Cameron's 
are, trying to find out something house, thinking the enemy might 
about those they loved who were come over that way. All being quiet 
with the reserves. There was heard they were soon allowed to come 
the rumbling of wheels, and a sec- home. 

ti[<m of Graham's battery came gal- ^^In a short time after Mr. Callen- 
loping across from Sycamore street der came home, one of Mr. George 
to the embankment of the reservoir. B. Jones' family came to ask him if 
Soon some of Bearing's cavalry came he had heard what had become of 
to their supx)ort. I was standing at him, Mr. Jones. The answer was 
my chamber window up-stairs with that Mr. Jones, getting to the breast- 
my mother and sister, and when I works after the reserves were in 
saw the cavalry, who had just rid- line, was placed over to the left, near 
den to the brow of the hill, ride the Rives house, and that the Yankees 
back as if to leave, I said, ^They are came around back of this house in a 
not going to make a stand, but are ravine, and were behind our men, 
going to leave us in the Yankees' burning their camp before they 
hands.' My mother then said, ^My knew they were near. Those across 
child, God will be with us just as the road to the right could not tell 
much then as now.' In a moment what had happened on the left of 
I saw the first shell fall, which cans- the road. Then came Capt. Cocke 
ed the women and children on the to inquire about Mr. Wm. Banister, 
^ill to scatter. Indeed our soldiers and while at our house a messenger 
Qiged them to go away. ^Go back, came to tell him they were bringing 
ladies ! Go back !' they said. back the bodies of those who had 

'^I think there was then a lull in been killed, those of Mr. Banister 
the firing. I hailed a passing cou- and Mr. Jones among the number." 
lier to hear the news. He said j^^^ j^^^^ i^ ^^ appropriate to re - 
'The enemy have been repulsed and . ^. ; ^i -,. ^ n»^ 
we have captured a gun and some Produce Irom the diary of Mrs. I^an- 

prisoners.' Finding the enemy did iiy Waddell, the widow of the late 
not return, our soldiers left the re- Capt. Chas. E. Waddell, of Co. A, 
8er\'oir hill . I saw half a dozen for- 12th Virginia Infantry, the following 
eigners, dusty and bleeding, but not pathetic description 'of some of the 
severely wounded, i)ass our gate as f . , ^ ^ ^, . -^ , 

prisoners. I felt then a sickening incidents of this famous day: 

sense of how much we lost in giving *^How brightly dawned that lovely 
our noble men for such si)ecimens of summer morning upon our devoted 
humanity. By 1 o'clock Mr. Wed- city, whose light was so soon to be 
dell, Mr. Jamison, (of Alexandria,) bedimmed with blood and tears! An 
and Mr. Callender returned. They unusual quiet at first prevailed, but 
had fallen to the right after putting at an early hour a sound broke upon 
obstructions in the road as they were our eai-s which sent a tremor through 
ordered. They were protected from our hearts. It was the sullen roar 
the fire of the advancing enemy by of cannon and musketry along oui* 
the woods and the mvine running lines! And now we hear the tolling 
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of the town-bell, the signal which 
Huiumoued gmudsiies and boys to 
the defense of their homes: ouryoui^ 
men had all gone to meet the foe 
elsewhei'e. Truly might the enemy 
H»y of us that day, that 'we robbed 
the cradle and the grave for our de- 
fendei-s!' 

"And nobly did they do theirdut.y . 
No shriukiug because the feet of some 
were tottering with age, and the 
handa almost too delicate and girlish 
to handle muskets. As a little band 
of these boys passed a gi-oup of sor- 
rowii^ mothers and sistei-a who were 
trying to smile and cheer them ou in 
spite of their tears, one noble lad 
exclaimed, 'IJo not weep, ladies; do 
not fear; we will fight for yon as long 
as we have a eartridge left.' Ah! 
how many of these poor stripliujrs 
were in a few houi-s mutilatetl and 
maimed for life, or sent to languish 
in a Yankee prison, and to how many 
moi-e the bright sun abo\e us went 
down at mid-day!" 

And to the foregoing there should 
be added the following btjautifnl me- 
morial ode, composed by Mi-s. Wni, 
E. Morrison, of Petersburg, \'a., and 
simg by the Ladies' Memorial Asso 
ciation of Petersburg, Va,, at Bland- 
ford cemetery, on the 9th of June, 
1870, as a part of the memorial ser- 
vices on that day: 

MEMORIAL ODE, 

Sung in Blnnd/ord June nth, W(i. 

AiK— "napoleon's gkavk," 

[Bringing in the reftaln nf that m>uk at 

eodof stanwis]. 

"Memoria in letertux!" June L-umeth in 
glory! 
Again u'er all Buuthlaud her xuuMbiue 
fsHpread, 
Re<-al1iDg ouee mure tlie glorioun sUiry 
Of the daring aud deeds "f "C'onfed- 
emte dead." 



'Though years have roll 'd by, yet how i 

plain doth war's rattle J" 

AriM- on our memorieii, thrilling with , 

That they aleep their aieep aud have, \ 

fought their last battle, y 

No Huuud i?an arouse them to glory t' 

again. f 

OL! MhadeM of our heroew! we cannot Tor- J 

get theef I 

All hearts that are true will beat uD t»V 

the end ■■ 

With devotion and love— nor ever well I- 

let thee V 

Be fbrgot hy the laud that ye died to J" 

defend— % 

Each memorial day aa it riaetb in beauty, 

Aud Hheda Ma bright lustre o'er what 

is KtUl (lUrH, 

We wilt ever fullill what i» « 
duty. 

And strew every Koldier's low gnv* 
with bright flowers. 



S<J M 



! uome with gay garlands t 



r heroes 



Who8e blood wau i«hed freely, butab! 

all in valnl 

Aud we pray unto Heaven that angels 

may hover 

O'er these lowly graves of Coufederate 

alaln. 

These men dietl for ua — each private, aud 
rauger— 

When war's clarion souuded all bravtv 1 
ly did go; 
aiood tlrm aud undaunted iu the Trout 
muk of danger. 
And nobly each fell — with his "faee Iij 
the foe." 

Ah! well we remember that bright auin- 

As we gaze down the vitita of long van- 
ished years, 
And think how in darknesH the glow of 
its dawning 
WuB i|ueui;bed ere its buu set in bloud- 
slied aud In tears. 
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Sintb of June! how arises the din of the north of the Appomattox and Avas to 

^*^^- move upon the city with his infantry 

But for them was the glory — for w« is ,, . , , ,, i -i \ 

the Dain— ^^ right near the river, whilst 

Fof they sleep their last sleep, they have Kautz Avas to attack, as he did, with 
fought their last battle, his cavalry on the left (Confederate 

No sound can awake them to glory right), 
again. 

From this letter (which tills eight 
And when even was falling arose the sad ^^ ^he Eebellion Kecord) the 

waminic— 
^They are bringing the burden of dy- following extracts are taken, which, 
ing and dead;'' whilst giving some idea of its char- 

And the still air was filled with our heart- acter, at the same time disclose some 

stricken mourning, interesting and important historical 

As they left with each household its fg^^g. 
"hope" or its "head." 
TIs over! never more will their musketry ^^You did not move until 5:30 a. 
rattle! M., an hour after sunrise. You did 

We can only remember they suffered not reach the enemy's outer pickets 
in vain— until after 8 o'clock, and vou made 

That they sleep their last sleep, they have no such demonstration as caused any 
fought their last battle, alarm in- Peteraburg until 9 o'clock. 

No sound can awake them to glory as is evidenced by the fact that Gen. 
again. Kautz's command captured a school- 

master, whom I have examined, who 
Then, daughters of Petersburg! bring ye was in his school in Petersburg after 
bright flowersh- 9 o'clock, when the tii-st alarm was 

But bring not the emblems of death given. 

and the grave. <<You further say in vour report 
Raise your anthems of praise to Heaven's \y^r,i 

They'fLTyrstand together-these J'J^^, wa^ understood as essential 

slumberhig brave ^^^^ ^^^ attack should be a quick. 

Not to cannon's loud booming, nor mus- ^^^f ^ P?«^' ^ prevent re -inforce- 

ketrv's rattle ments to the enemy Irom their forces 

But the trump of \he angel o'er mouu- f" ^^"' ^^'^^^ ^^^i'^^i ^^ f ^ Appomat- 

tain and plain^ ^?^; ""f^ ^^^^^^ ^^"^ ^'''^^^' "^^^^'l^ 

Though "they sleep their last sleep" and ^i®^^^- 

"Aaw fought their last battle," ^^They had 7 miles to march to 

8haU "awake them" to life and to glory Petersburg, and 3 to the intrench - 

again. ments, while you had but 4 to march . 

If they used the same rate of pro- 
Two days after the action, Gen. gress that you did, it would be a 
Butler, greatly chagrined at the fail- matter of easy calculation at what 
ore of the move made on Petersburg tiiAe the enemy's reinforcements 

XI- t^^x^ 4f T ji^ J 1 would arrive. But you forget to 

on the 9th of June, addressed a long ^^^ ^^.^^ ^^ ^,^ ^^^.^^ ^^p^^ ^^^ ^^^^, 

and very severe letter to Gen. Gill- part that my artillery should open 
more, who cx)mmanded the troops all along my line in an jwtive de- 



iiioiistration upon their forces, to as he has told me, that he uever did 
keep them before us while you mode drive in the enemy's pickets at any 
your uioveraent, and that that open- time during the day, much less at U 
ing hy me was to Ije upon the tii-st o'clock in the morning, 
gnu beiug heard from you, and I "You say further, iu your report, 
waited at the uigual station with' in.\' that General Kautz was expected to' 
glass on where your col nmn should i-eat^h the enemy's works at 9 o'clock,, 
have been until nearly 9 o'clock, As it wa» underst'OOd that Lis marclt 
and then opened immediately a^ watt was at least 15 miles to your 4, and 
agreed upon on hearing your first as he expressly said that he shonld 
gun, and with such effect that no only march upon a walk, how could 
forces left the front and passed to you suppose that he could aecom- 
Petersburg until after yon returned plish the 15 mites in nearly the same 
within your own intrenchmenta, time that it tflok you to a<x;omplidl 
This was made certain by the obser- the 4( You nowhere in your report 
vations of the signal officers, who say, nor is it true, that you or your 
commanded both the tnmpLke and brigade commander of the force iin- 
the raili'oad, being the only commu- dei' your immediate command, with 
ulcation between the enemy in our which you were to make the real at- 
front and Petersburg, You have en- tack, saw any 20 iel)el soldiers in 
deavorod to state in your report any one body during this day. Yoa 
what my orders to Gens. Kautz and saw no line of liattle, nor did your 
Hinks were. That was no part of soldiers approach near euoiigh the 
your report required by my oi-der, enemy's works to ascei-tain whether 
I know what my orders to them were or not there was an abatis in front ] 
without any iirformation from that of them, and the strength of them 
source. was only demonstrated upon another | 

"You further say in your repoi-t, part of the line, where they were |, 
'Hawley drove in the enemy's pick- ridden over by General Kautz with \ 
ets on the City Point road shortly his cavalry. 

after 6 .\, m., and atxiut 7 was be- * * * * * * * 
fore theenemy'sworks.' Theremust '*(.'ertaiu it is, made so from th49 
certainly be a very grave mistake examination of pris()nHrK captured 
here. You say in your dispatch to since, as well as before, that 4,500 
me that you moved at 5:30 a.m. of my best troops under your voin- 
You were then 4 miles from the ene- mand were kept at Itay without an 
my's works, and unless they a^lvanc- attempt at attack, so far as you were 
ed their pickets much farther than wmcemed, by some ],5()0 men, (tOO 
usual, and your rate of progress wiis only of which were ('onfedemte 
much faster than when in your own troops, and the rest olci men and 
lines, you could not have reached his boys, the grave and the cnulle being 
pjcketA Ht 6 o'clock, nor could yon robbed of about efjual proportions 
have l>een before his works at 7, nor to compose the force opposed to you. 
wereyou there at that time, becajise Without, at this moniciit, giving 
when before his works, when within words of characterization of the dig- 
cannon range, he opened tire upon obedienceof ortlerBandyoiircoudact 
you, and that first gun was much on the field, I submit this statemenl 
nearer 9 than 7, And Colonel Haw- of facts in review of your report, iih 
ley will tell you, if you mill ask him. ymi have retjuested uie to dOj 
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known to myself, my chief 
my signal oflicej«, aud an 
of General Orant's staff, who 
present, hearing theinstnic- 
UdA hnoviiig what -wan done 
your verbal report made in his 
upon your retui'u, t* your 
1 consideration; aud in eonnec^- 
will call your attention to the 
at after your return to my head- 
■ters, at 6 o'clock in the evening, 
upon being informed of what 
happened to General Kantz, yon 
) very anxious to go out and hnd 
with tin escort of 50 cavalry, and 
you sent your Ix)dy-gu4rd to 
headquarters at 8:30 in the eveu- 
for that purpose, when I inform- 
yoa that General Kautz had re- 
having been ijiside thein- 
icbments of Petersburg, It wonld 
that if when yon were within 
milee of him with 3,500 men yon 
not able to open communication 
hiin, it was hardly worth while 
with a tKidy-gtiai-d of 50, be- 
sncb an operation wtmld have. 
'idded weaknesR to him and not 
itrengtb. 

'•To have been obliged to renew 
your repoi-t, point out some of its 
errors and inconsistencies, and to 
bring out the disobedience of orders, 
u well in point of time as in action, 
to be obliged to dwell upon the de- 
tails of this humiliating failure, to 
piobeaiiew the aeute wounds of hopes 
)>lMt«d when so much was expected, 
to be obliged to comment even with 
dtserved severity upon the actions 
•fan officer whose personal relations 
liare been as pleasant as mine with 
you, has been a most painful task, to 
which nothing but a conviction of 
thw st«m necessity of a duty to the 
eoantry to l>e done could have com- 
pelled me." 

In concluding the official story of 
Ihe ninth of .lunc, it must Ix' iTmeni- 



bered that t'«l. Spear and other ofli- 
cei-s who came with the Federal cav- 
alry to the ravine about the water- 
works suppose<l the i-e«ervoir to be 
a work of defense. They at least 
thought that there were military 
works of some kind — nfwkaiieJi — on 
the hill fi-oin which came the f'on- 
federate tire. 

In his supplemental report nlMune 
18, 1864, Col. Spear says: 

"The defenses in the imnietliale 
front of the town consistetl of a stock- 
ade with earth-work in front, very 
strong, and on my approach about 
150 yards a most mnnierous fli'e of 
artillery and infantry wasopeued on 
me. Had the enemy i-eservetl this 
fire for a few minutes longer tie most 
fearful resnlts to my command wonld 
have ensual, aud I was compelled to 
fall back under cover immediately." 

Lieut. J. Frank rumraings, of the 
Tith Pennsylvania (.'avalry, and avX- 
ing assistant adjutant -gen era! of the 
brigade commanded by Gol, Spear, 
in his report of June 18, 1SG4, says: 

"The next line of defenses consist- 
ed of stockades on very high blnfis. 
The battery that opened ou the Sec- 
ond Cavalry brigade was l>ehind the 
stockades. The stockades were de- 
fended by lioth infantry and artil- 
lery," 

To TOmplete the history of tliis day 
and to show what was accomplished 
l)y the successful i-epiilse of the as- 
sault made, there must be taken fmni 
the pages of the liebetlion Record 
the following important passages from 
the official report of Gen. Gilhnore, 
dated June 10, 1864, in which, giving 
to Gen. Butler, his superior officer, an 
account of his preparations for the 
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UBSault iipitii [V'tcrsliiii'K on the 9th, 
he says: 

"The following oriiprs were given 
to Gen. Hinks at this time: 
'' 'BRIfiADlEH-GEXBRAr. HlNKS: 

" Tn theatta*-!; about to take place 
on the (k'fpnsfts of Pett'rabiirg yon 
Jire to tako the .Tordaji's Point roa»i, 
followiup (Jeneral Kantz until yon 
strike that road. Unless the att^ack 
is made promptly and vigorously 
there will be danger of failnre, as 
the enemy will re-inforee Petersburg 
fi-om llicir lilies in fi-ont of General 
Terry. Should yon penetrate the 
town l>efore Geiienil Rantz, who is 
lo attikek on the Jerusalem rmid. 
the public buildings, public stores, 
bridges across the Appomattox, de- 
pots and cars, are all to be destroyed, 
rommnnieate with me on the City 
Point road. 

" *Q. A. (J11.1.MOKE, 
" 'M;yor-(ieneraI." 

"This,"' saysCJen.Gillmore, ''was 
the only written order toGen. Hinks. 
tJen. Kaut^. had received his ordere 
from yourself in personal terms. 
Thev were that while the infantry 



engaged the troops on the light he 
should enforce the intrenchments on 
the left, enter the town, accomplish 
the desired destruction of property, 
and return. I was oi-dered to bring 
back tBe infantry from the intrench- 
ments the same evening." 

"T/ir/jMWiV bviltlhiffn, pvhiir xtoren, 
hridgeit avi-onx IJir Appomattox. depoU 
anii rai-x^' were "ff" In Im- dfinlroyed J*^ 
The larch, prefinniably, Iteing the 
most convenient, was intended to be 
the instrnnient of destruction, and 
the whole city in that event would of 
«»nrse have l>een in danger of con- 
Hagration. From all this the old 
men and boys, less than a hundred 
and tifty in nnm1)er, lighting like he- 
roes under the gallant Archer, saved 
the city, when they fought until over- 
powered at Rives' farm, and delayed 
the FedemI cavalry until Bearing 
and Graham came to the rescue. 
Can too much l>e said in commenda- 
tion of their splendid conduct on 
that historic day ! G. S. B. 



Note.— The age ot Mr. Win. C. Bsnlater 
was not rorty-Kvo, as stat«il in th? iiciU* at 
the foot of page 139. hMfifla-flvi yoars. 

Mrs. H. Nolteniua, of Petersburg. Va.. a 
<lauBbt«ror tbisgaUuitgenUeman.sayB: 

"My fRthur had been on duty out on the 
lines on previous occasions, always sgainat 
lb-) entreaty ot the members of his [amliy. 
We thought his inHrmlty. dealuess, ought 
lo excuse him. Beeldes this, hv wasabauk 
officer and over mliilAry age. When the 
L-uurt-houee beli. on the morning of the 9th 
ot June, soiiiideil the alanu, he was at his 
place at business, in the old Exchange Bank, 
and we hoped he would not hear It. He got 
information, however, of the CfindUlon ot 
things, and came at oni-e home and InfnnD- 
<-d an ot his purpose to go out to the lines. 
My mother and mysett besought hliu not tti 



^t>, urging that he could not hear the or- 
der?. 'If I tannot hear, I can fight— I cut 
ttreagun.'he said. 'This Is no time for 
any one to »taiid back. Every one that ean 
shoulder a musket must llffht. The enemy 
are now right upon us.' Bidding us good- 
bye, he left the house. On the street near 
our gate was a man just IrDQi the lines. 
Addressing him, my father (piHntlng to the 
lines) said. 'My friend, you are nraded in 
this direoUon.' The man said. 'I am in cm 
toave.'No leave.' replied my father, 'should 
keep you In'on such au oci-Aslon as thfe. 
Every man should light dow.' I have been 
Informed that as be came 011 up from the 
bank, he urged in the same way to go to the 
front all that he met that he thought capable 
of bwtring arms. G. 8. ^— 



— — VTHE BATTLE OF THE CRATER,^ 

JULY 30, -1864. 



AN ADDKES8 DELIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFED- 
ERATE VETERANS, OF PETER8BLTRG, VA., ON THE 24th OF 
JUNE, 189(1, RY MR. GEORGE H. BERNARD. 



eOMRADES : np, or burying under the debris of 

It was my fortune, as a earth and timber, between two hun- 
, member of the Petersburg dred and fifty and three hundred 

Siflemen, Company E, 12th Virginia officers and men occupying the works 
Infantry, Gen. Wm. Mahone's brig- at this point, making thereia a huge 
ade, to take part in the memorable chasm, described in the report of the 
engagement known as "The Battle GommitteeontheConductoftheWar 
«f the Crater," and it is now pro- as "from 150 to 200 feet in length, 
Imposed to give some account of the about GO feet in width, and from 
,»ction— to tell a war story from the 25 to 30 feet in depth," and aptly 
' Btviid-point of a high private in the called "a crater," from its resem- 
-tear rank, supplementing informa- blance to the mouth of a volcano, 
tton within my personal knowledge Mahone'sbrigadewasoccupyingthe 
vith some material drawn from other breastworks on the Willcox farm 
BOnrces believed to be reliable, this immediately south of our city, say, 
bein^ necessary to a proper under about a point which would be reach- 
Btanding of what will be told. edbyaprolongation of Adams street. 

On Saturday morning, the 30th of The site of the "Crater," as is Well 
July, 1864, when the mine under known to probably all now present, 
the angle in the Confederate works is east of the Jerusalem plank road 
Wound Petersburg known as "Elli andaboutahalf milesouth-east from 
ott'saalient," was exploded, blowing Blandford cemetery, being located 
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a short distance beyond our city lim- a staff-officer ridea rapidly pastas; 

its io the county of Prince George, Gen. Mahone'e headquarters, which 

on the farm of Mr. T. R. Griffith. were at the Branch house, just west 

Some time during the night pre- of the Willcox farm, is the point of 

ceding the explosion, our brigade deetiuation of this staff-officer, who 

received orders to be "ready to move is Col, Charles S. Venable,' aid-de- 

at a moment's warning," which, of camp to Gen. Lee. Col. Venable is 

course, indicated that something was bearing a message to Geii. Mahoue, 

espected requiring a movement of who was then, as he had been since 

the command. the wounding of Gen. Longstreet at 

It was well understood that the the battle of the Wilderness, in com- 
euemy were mining somewhere on mand of Anderson's division, which 
our line, but exactly at what point was composed of the brigades of 
was not known. A counter-mine Gen. William Mahone ( Virgin ians.i, 
was made by the Confederates sev Gen. A.R.Wright (Georgians), Gen. 
eral hundred yards to the right of J. C,C. Saunders (Alabamians), Gen, 
the Crater, near the point at which N. H. Harris (MississippiansJ, and 
the Confederate breast-works cross Gm- Joseph Finegan (FloridianB). 
the Jerusalem plank road, as may be The message borne to Gen. Mn- 
seen at this time. At the Elliott sa- hone is to send at once two of his 
lient a coiinter-miue was begun, but brigadestothesupportof Gen. Bush- 
was abandoned for want of proper rod R. Johnson, who commanded 
tools. that part of the Confederate lines 

The explosion took place between embracing the works now in the en- 
day break and sunrise (4:44 A. m. was emy's hands. 

the exact time), and the impression Very soon, under orders received, 

made upon those hearing it may be the men of Mahone's brigade of 

likened to that of the neariy simul- Virginians and Wright's brigade of 

taneous discharge of several pieces Georgians began to drop back from 

of artillery. The concussion of the their places in the breast-works, one 

atmosphere was unusual. We were by one, into the corn-field immedi- 

all soon in the breast-works. Some- ately in their rear, and when they 

thing extraordinary we knew had were well ont of sight of the enemy, 

happened. Soon a report came down the line was formed and the two 

the line from the direction of the brigades marched to the Ragland 

sceneof action thataminc had been house,'' were there hatted and the 

exploded and a part of our works men were directed to divest them- 

blown up and was occupied by the " , iT.it. cims s Vi>.iKh.iv nrnierniversityofv*! 

enemy. ~-"Tho Kagland house aUxrf on the. we«t 

A httle after sis o clock, when eidcof the plunk road and on the soutb side 

the Crater h.d beeD in Ibe men.v',, 3°L,S^.^~1,i T,;,";~«';:.',S,S^ 

. possession for more than an hour, Mr. John J.cix'ko, ^^_ 
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selves of knapsacks, blanket-rolls led to the Crater salient. I left him 

and other baggage, an order which ^^ ^^^^ point, to report to Gen. Lee, 

to the veteran plainly bespoke serf- J^^^ meantime had come to the 

1 J i.i_ i. • i.i_ J. front. I found him sitting with Gen. 

008 work, and that m the near fu- hju^ ^^^^^ ^he men in the lines, at 

^^re.t a traverse near the River salient. 

In a written statement made by When I told him of the delivery of 

Col. Venable in 1872, referring to ^^^ message, and that Gen. Mahone 

the carrying of the message from ^^^ T-''''^''?/^ ^"^ '^""^ ^^^ two brig- 

^ Ti^i-i Ti;ri V ades himself, he expressed gratinca- 

GeD. Lee to Gen. Mahone, he says: y^^ »» > r- o 

'*He sent me directly to Gen. Ma- t i.i. t^ i j i, 

hoDe (saying that to save tfme the Leaving the Ragland house we 

order need not be sent through Gen. marched along the edge of the hiUs 

A. P. HiD), with the request that he skirting Lieutenant Run to New 

would send, at once, two of the bri- road, or Hickory street, and entered 

gades of his di^sion to the assist- this road a hundred or two more yards 

aDce of Gen. Johnson. I rode rap- . * ., i . j .y- 

idly to Gen. Mahone's line, and de- ^^^t of the bridge over this run, 

livered my message. He immedi- then marched westwardly to within 

ately gave orders to the commanders a few yards of the bridge, and then 

of the Virginia and Georgia brig- filed northwardly down the ravine 

ades to move to the salient and re- ^^ ^j^^ ^^^ ^j^^ ^j ^^^ ^^ to Han- 

port to Gen. Johnson. The troops • , , ^ i » \ n • j 

moved promptly, the Virginia brig- ^^^ » (^^^ Jackson s) old ice pond, 

ade (Gen. D. A. Weisiger) in front, here entered a military foot-path 

We rode on together at the head of leading along the pond eastward to 

the column. Gen. Mahone giving in- the head of the pond, thence filed 

structions to his officers and inquir- ^„„i.^„.Ji„ „^ „ ^oxr^r.^^ oir.««. ^v.^ 

L Li. J. -J.- * i.u- i. eastwardly up a ravine along tne 

ing as to the condition of things at ...-r \, . ^, ^ ^, % 

the salient. When we reached the same military foot-path to the Jeru- 
peach orchard, in rear of the Rag- salem plank road. We are now at a 
land house, noticing that the men point a few feet from the south-west- 
were encumbered with their knap- em corner of the Jewish cemetery 

selves in battle trim. While the men foot-path m this ravine along which 

were throwing aside their knapsacks, we came is yet plainly marked. 

he turned to me and said 'I can't ^^ the plank road we are halted 

^I wiU go "Si ^them myself.''' He ^^^ counter-march by regiments, 

then moved the column towards the thereby placing each regiment with 

opening of the covered way, which its left in front. Here we see on the 



fMr. Geo. W. Ivey> of Richmond, Va., a a gallant follow, who was struck with a 

member of Co. A, 12th Va. regiment, in a shell, which tore a leg from the poor fellow, 

statement furnished in December, 1890, I look back and can see him in his agony 

deBcribing the march from the breast-works reel and fall, exclaiming, *0h! my poor nio- 

to the Ci"ater, and referring to this part ther! What will she do ?' But duty called 

of it, says: **We unloaded (i&iapsacks) un- us and we obeyed, leaving our comrade to 

der a terrific fire and I was near a sergeant die as easy as was possible under the. treat- 

of the 4l8t regiment, a young Scotchman, ment of our surgeon." 
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roadside Gen. Mahooe, with other 
officers, dismounted, their horses 
standing near by. Mabone had then 
reported to God. Beauregard ut the 
headquarters of Gen. Johuson, which 
were at the old bouse which unti! a 
few years ago stood on the crest of the 
hill a short distance north-west h'om 
the north-west corner of Blandford 
cemetery aud near the road leading 
southwardly up the hill to the ceme- 
tery. It was now about half past 
eight o'clock,* and the enemy were 
juat as they had been for nearly four 
hours, in quiet occupation of the 
Crater, with about one hundred aud 
fifty yards of our breastworks to the 
south and some two hundred yards 
of these works to the north of the 
Crater, reaching down to the foot of 
the hill on the north side. To these 
limits on either side the Confeder- 
ates occupying the lines north and 
south of the Crater confined them. 
Gen, Mabone, having had the reg- 
iments couuter-maveh at the Jerusa- 
lem plank road, goes ahead along 
the covered way leading directly 
across the road, south-east wardly to 
the ravine in rear and west of the 
Confederate works now occupied by 
the enemy. Ascending the little 
knoll^at the point where the ravine 
is entered by another smaller ravine 
or gulley, into which the zig-zag cov- 
ered way led aud terminated, he sees 
the Confederate works tilled to over 
flowing with Federal troops, and 
counting eleven regimental flags, es- 
timates the Federal force in posses- 
siou as at least 3,000 men. The sit- 
"Pnibalily betweun Hi anil WJ a, m. 



nation is an extremely grave one. 
His own little force of two brigades 
then approaching in the covered 
way, if assailed in this position would 
be inevitably cut to pieces and des- 
troyed. So Mahone orders Courier 
J. H. Blakemore- to go at once back 
aud bring up the Alabama brigade 
(Saunders') to come by the same 
route which the Virginia and Geor- 
gia brigades had taken. 

Whilst Gen. Mahone is at the knoU 
surveying the enemy aud arrangisg 
for the attack, we are cautiously ap- 
proaching the ravine along the cov- 
ered way. At the angles, where the 
enemy could see a moving column 
with ease, the men are ordered to 
run quickly by, one man at a time, 
which was done for the double pur- i 
pose of concealing the approach of 
a body of troops and of lessening 
the danger of passing rifle balls at 
these exposed points. 

I should have mentioned that then) 
was constant shelling as we moved 
aloug our route from the breast- 
works at Willcox's farm, but we were 
well protected by the shelter of in- 
tervening hills. As we passed the 
HanuoD pond, I remember seeing a 
sohd shot, or shell, fired from one of 
the enemy's guns descend into the 
water but a few feet froni our mov- 
ing line. 

Arriving at the ravine, we found 
Gen. Mahone standing near the 
mouth of the gully into which the 
covered way led and along which 
we were filing into the ravine, now 
and then exchanging a word of en 
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GES. WM, MAIJONB. 

•' Hahone, oool, ooumfteoiis, iHid able. WM by nuturo ftlfod lor genernlshlp ua few men »re. 

■nd none kuew Ibis bcttur [han the men of his commsincl. Wherever be led orplacml them, 

they alwiLTa fell u moral rertnlnly Ibut Ibf^ were belni; frapurly liyl or plupud, either to In- 

Oict the moat dunagu on (be eitemy or to have tlus enutn; InHlcl the leunl iliLiUKge on them." 
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fvangemeBt with some passing otti- 
«r or lann in the ranks. "i 

fa tbiii ravine ure some iLrtdllery- 
men trith one or more mortal's in po 
sihoD, and I have n strong impres- 
>icD that I saw skirting the slope of 
ihe hill a. aU^bt Hue of breast-worka 
«-bich looked ns if it had been made 
liat morning for teraporar>' shelter 
by men working- with their bayonets. :!: 
SooD the line of battle is formed, 
the 12th Virginiii ou the left nf the 
iirieatle, the (Ith Virginia ou the 
right, the brigade rt harp -shooters ou 
ng-ht of the Uth. The middle regi- 
ments were the I'Jth, the 41st and 
'Jlst. the filst being the L-entre regi 
lueDt. 

On the deld to-day may be seen a 
tref) that marks the positiou of the 
ri^ht of this line of battle. 

The line formed, we advanced 
some twenty yards up the slope of 



the hill aud lie Hat on our faces. In ] 
this position we are concealed from >j 
the view of the enemy, now two hua- 1 
dred yards in our front. 

Our brigade ie underthecommiiud' ' 
of Ool. D. A. Weisiger/^ colonel of the 
lath, whilst the 12th la commanded 
by Capt. Richard W. .Jones,^ the lith 
by Col. Geo. T. Rogers/- the Ifith 
by Capt. t. R. Kilby," the ilst by 
Major Wm. H. Etheridge," and the 
61atbyLieut.-(_'oi. Wm. H.Stewart. *■ 
The s h ar I i-fi hooters are commanded I 
by Capt. Wallace Broadbent." A ] 
few miuiites after we take the recum- 
bent position, Capt. Drury A. Hin- 
ton,l" acting aid-de-eamp of Col. ] 
Weisiger, walks along the line and 
directs the regimental otlicers to in- 
struct the men to reserve their fire j 
until the enemy are reached. As 
soon as Capt. Hinton pas»ed down 
the line Capt. Jones stepped out in 



•"■ Fllisis down the re-lnfoicliig ditch Uml Smith, 
r«n peniendicular to thi« woi'ke." 4a)->^ IjTi-iit. 
■W. A. S. Taylot, (If Norfolk, Vii., u-Jjiitmit »f 
ttw 6lBt Vinclnlft roglment, In ii stHi^iiK'D 
MAde July lUth. 1880, "I saw Lien. .Mnhum 
mt Cbe angli* roruied by this ditch unil tin 
out* that ran panillul to the works. As \vi 
ttlied to thi- right he laitde some enuoiims 
ijag remarks, adiling, 'Give them thp Imyii 



(■Mr. Thos. H. CroBs. ol Nwrolk. \ii., ii 
_.eail>*i' »t Co. A, 16th ViiBinia regiment. 
In »n article published in tbu Philadeipbiu 
TiMies in or about September, 1881. sayR^ 
"Th« order was passed In that subdued tone 
wbloh denotes a steni purpose to 'flx liuyo- 
nets,' and by thosu to whom thi> Uiout;ht 
bad accuri'ed ao I'xtrtL turn was taken on 
(he Uttle screw which holds the bBj-onet- 
ahank on the gun. The thought or having 
his bayonet 'unshipped' tiashed across 1h<^ 
writet'a mind, and his right hand inetlnc- 
ti»»<l3r sought his ciirtridge-box and Ui>>pnJi- 
MlMllty was provided against." 

:OJ, F. W. McMasler. of Coluniliia, S. 
r., colonel of the 17th S. C. regiment, who 
L-udiniMided Elliott's brigade after he (Elli- 
ottlwss wounded, twy-i thai ho sent Col. 



Cmwlord. to this plft(:e soon arter the light 
commenced, early In th« muming. and tjiat 
these worke were thrawn np by these men. 

Col. UuMastei' says: 

"lonlered Col. Bmith to tut-! his regi- 
ment, with thix-e companies of the Keven- 
teentii under Capt. Crawford (which then' • 
were larger than the Twenty-Sixth regi- 1 
menti t«form in the ravine In rearof the Cm- | 
tor, and coverupthegap, there to liedown 
and ris» up and Are when necessary, so as to ' 
prevent the enemy from rushing down the 1 
hill and getting '" thp itar of our lines. \ 
This order was promptly oxecnted , and gave i 



L Maj. m< 
I'f MlK&iIpl 



'. Prorwomttrnivcntll!: , 



Coi. Geo. T. RoBCn., of Hrtni?e» Anne Co., V», J 
"-" L. R. KUby, of .VnDBoDiond CO.. Vn. 
"'- " Elberidge, of Notfblli. r 



i'. jftS. \ ^ . _ 

». Col. Wm. a, Sleworl, of rorUmoulIi, V.. 
0. (^pl. Wm, WiUlBC? Bnwdbont. ol Siiwex 

10. Judge ilnir) A. Hlnuin, -il' relorabiirB, V 
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front of U8, as we lay ou the ground, 
and, with great coolness of manner, 
said: "Men, yon are called upon to 
charge and recapture our works, 
now in the hauds of the enemy. 
They are only one hundred yanls 
distant. The euemy can fire but one 
volley before the works are reached. 
At the command 'forward' every man 
is expected to rise and move forward 
at a double-quick and with a yell. 
Every man is expected to do his 
duty." 

This short address, delivered un- 
der the gravest of circumstances, 
was impressive in the extreme, and 
well calculated to nerve up the men 
to do their best work. The words 
and manner *of the speaker sank 
deep in my memory. 

How Capt. Jones cariie to deliver 
this address is explained in a letter 
written by him to Gen. Mabone from 
Oxford, Miss., under date of Janu- 
ary 3rd, 1877 : 

"On getting my regiment in poai 
tion in the ravine, your courier de- 
livered me a message to report to 
you at the right of the brigade. I 
went immediately, walking in front 
of the brigade, and found all of the 
other regimental commanders before 
you when I arrived. At that mo- 
ment you gave the order to have the 
Georgia brigade moved up rapidly 
to its position on the right of the 
Virginia brigade, and then turning 



•Pur twflnty- three years , 
and belief ws,e that the worke were abuut 
one hundred yarUa distant. In June of 1B88 
I vleited the (tround and carefully noted It. 
To my amazement I dlacovured that the rtis- 
tance was double wh»t I would have sworn 
it waq. So surprised wm I at this discovery 
I nskvd seveiul of my comrades who were 
In the tihariie what wnstheir recollactlon as 
to the dietaii<!t<, apd found that aeveivl of 



to the officers you dehvered a stir- 
ring address to this effect : 'The en- 
emy have our works. The line at . 
men which we have here is the only 
barrier to the enemy's occupying tbfl' 
city of Petersburg. There is no 
thing to resist his advance. Upoi 
us devolves the duty of driving his 
from his strong position in our froi 
and re-establishing the Confederal 
lines. We must carry his positi< 
immediately by assaulting it. If 
don't carry it by the first attack wa 
will renew the attack as long as there 
is a man of us left or until tlie ' 
works are ours. Much depends 
upon prompt, vigorouB,simultaneoas 
movements.' I do not profess to 
give your words, but your address 
and orders were given with such pe- 
culiar emphasis and under such im- 
pressive circumstances that the sen- 
timents were indelibly inscribed on 
my mind. I at once placed myself 
in front of my command and had 
bayonets fixed. I explained to them 
the character of our work and per- 
ilous position of our army." 

"The works are only one hundred 
yards distant," said Capt. Jones — a 
fortunate mistake. They were, in 
point of fact, two hundred yards dis- 
tant* 

"The enemy can fire but one vol- 
ley before the works are reached." 
A timely reminder wasthis, as, whilst 
advising the men of the gravity of 
the situation, it warned them of the 
great importance of a quick move- 
ment towards the fo6.+ 

thurn, like myeelr, thought the distance 
only one hundred yiirda. 

tOapt. Joueg, afterwards major of Uie 
12th, havinK received a aopy of thla portion 
of this addreiM, writes as fnllows: "I Uilnk 
you give the substance of my ordem, ex- 
cept that I charged them imy commandl 
specially to Kx hayonote and notto stop to 
lire s gun until wii were al the works." 



M 



I^et me here meDtion an iuoident: 
^ing- next to my right was a youug 
end, Emmet Eutts," a member of 
s bar of our city. His proper po- 
ion was on my left. Havingf a bq- 
mtitioas belief that tlie safest place 
r a. maD iu battle is generally bis 
nper place, I said to my friend, 
Smmet, sappose we change places? 
Bin in yonrs and yon in mine." 
i^ertnioly," was his reply, with a 
t smile, and we then changed 
I never saw the poor fellow 
live afterwards. Soon after reach- 
IK the works be fell, his forehead 
ierced with a minie ball. 
Immediately after Capt. Jones de- 
rered his address the expected 
DmniaDd "forward" was given— by 
iiom I conld not of my personal 
Dowledge say. Each man sprang 
t his feet, and moved forward, as 
Dmmanded, at a double-quick, and 
»ith ft yell. 

The line was about two hundred 
yards in length when it started for- 
. bat with the men moving at 
ghtly different paces and length- 
ns o°' * I'^tl^ °° t''® right as the 
right regiments and sharp-shooters 
obltqaed to the right towards the 
Crater, before we were half across 
the field, the line had probably 
lengthened a hundred or two feet, 
and widened to twenty feet or more, 
and the men thus moving forward 
with open ranks, no spectacle of war 
could well have been more iuspirit- 
^ than the impetuous charge of 
this colnmn of veterans, every man 
of whom appreciated the vital im- 
portance of getting to the works 



and closing with the enemy in the 
quickest possible time, every man 
feeling that to halt or falter for a 
moment on the way was fatal. 

The charge was probably as splen- 
did as any of which history has 
made record, Just as we were well 
over the brow of the hill, I cast my 
eyes to the right, and I will ever 
carry a vivid impression of the rapid, 
bnt steady and beautiful, movement 
of the advancing line of some SOO 
men^the greater part of whom, be- 
ing to my right, were within the 
range of my vision— as our five Vir- 
ginia regiments, their five battle- 
flags, borne by as many gallant 
color-bearers, floating in the bright 
sun-light of that July morning, and 
the battalion of sharp-shooters 
double-quicked across the field they 
were unconsciously making famous. 

A Federal soldier thus describes 
the chai-ge: 

"The Second brigade had hardly 
raised their heads when the cry 
broke out from our men : 'The rebels 
are charging! Here they come!' 
Looking to the front I saw a splen- 
did line of gray coming up the ra- 
vine on the run. Their left was 
nearly up to the bomb-proofs and 
their line extended off into the smoke 
as far as we could see. They were 
coming, and coming with a rush. 
We all saw that they were going 
straight for the Second brigade. ' 
[See address of Lieut. Freeman S. 
Bowley,l2 delivered November 6, 
1889, before the California command- 
ery of Loyal Legion of the United 
States.] 

Getting within ten paces of the 

fi. Capt. FrfumuD S. Bowtey. of Snn FntncliCO, 
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entla of the little ditches or traver- their own breaat-worka. Many, 

sea, which led out perpeudicularly however, were taking shelter behind, 

from the main trench of our breast- that is, on the east side, or outside, 

works some ten or fifteen paces, to of our breast-works, as I conid see 

iny surprise I saw a negro soldier from the tops of their caps, just over 

setting up from a reonmbeut posi the parapet. Into a squad of those 

tiou ou the ground near my feet. I saw retreating to their own works 

He was the tirst colored soldier I I tired my rifle, and not stoppiugf to 

ever saw, and this was my tirst note the damage done by my shot. 

knowledge of the fact that negro or to enquire who was thereby htirt, 

troops were before us. J had not I jumped into one of the little 

then tired my rifle, and 1 might ditches leading out from the tuftin 

easily have killed this man, but, re- trench. This ditch was about as 

garding him as a prisoner, [ had no deep as I was high and about eigh- 

dispositioD to hui-t him. Looking teen inches wide. Proceeding down 

then directly ahead of me, within it towards the trench, or main ditch, 

riiirty feet of where I stood, I saw I was suddenly confronted by a ue- 

in the trench of the breast-works gro soldier at the other end of it. 

crowds of men, white and black, standing with his gnn pointed to 

with arms in their hands, as closely wards me at "a ready," and looking 

Jammed and packed together as we me in the face with a grin ou his. 
sometimes see pedestrians ou the As may be imagined, 1 was now 

crowded sidewalk of a city, and in quite a predicament. What 

seemingly iu great confusion and should I do? Shoot the fellow I 

alarm. I distinctly noticed the conn could not— my gnn, having been 

tenances and rolling eyes of the ter- just fired, was empty. Bayonet him 

ror-stricken negroes, I particidarly I conld not, as I had no bayonet on 

noticed in the hands of one of the my gun. I had lost my bayonet at 

frightened creatures the new silk of a the battle of the Wilderness, and. 

large and beautiful stand of colors, glad of having done so. as I was 

the staff swaying to and fro as the thus lawfully relieved of that mnch 

color- bearei*. his eyes fixed in terri weight on a march, I had never 

tied gaze at his armed adversaries, bothered myself about getting 

was being pushed and jostled by his another, never having expected to 

comrades. With my gun atill load get close enough to an armed enemy 

ed I might have fired into this mass to need it. Nor could I club this 

of men, but I regarded these also man— the narrowness of the ditch 

as practically our prisoners. Cast- prevented. Nor could I turn my 

iug my eyes upon the ground over back upon him with safety. Bnt 

and beyond the breast works— east there wjis a protecting hand to aave 

of them I mean — I there saw large me. Just in front of me, and to my 

numbers of the enemy retreating to right, was a large recess in theei 
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perpendicular to the tittle ditch in 
which I stood, and parallel to the 
main ditch or trench, lai'ge euough 
for a horse to stand in, say, eight 
feet in length, foor in width und of 
the same depth with the little ditch. 
Into this recess, by & rapid stride to 
my front and right, I made my way 
aod there loaded my rlBe tu the 
qoickest posible time^uo muzzle 
loader was ever loaded iu less time. 
I was DOW less than live feet from a 
trench full of Federal soldiers with 
arms in their hands, and was in a 
poaition critical and perilous in the 
(Extreme. 

Jast as I got into this place I dis- 
covered near me, at my feet, a ne 
gro soldier, who immediately began 
to most earnestly beg me not to kill 
him. "Master, don't kill me ! Mas- 
ter, don't kill me ! I'll be your slave 
as long as I Uve. Don't kill me!" 
he most piteously cried, whilst I 
was rapidly loading my gnu, and he 
doubtless supposed that its next 
ahot was intended for himseU. "Old 
man, I do not intend to kill yon, 
bat you deserve to be killed," was 
my reply. I addressed him as "old 
man," as he was apparently overthe 
military age, and to my then young 
eyes seemed old. All the time he 
was begging for his life he was 
cringing at my feet. As soon as I 
assured him I did not propose to 
molest him, he began to vigorously 
fan a poor wounded Confederate 
soldier, doubtless one of Elliott's 
men who held the breast-works at 
the time of the explosion, lying on 
his back apparently in Mtrc-riiin. I 



thought be was dying. Manifestly, 
the old negro's idea was that this 
attention to the helpless Confede- 
rate would serve to protect him 
against other in-coming Confede- 
rates. 

In the absence of evidence as to 
his identity, it cannot be positiveljr 
affirmed that this old fellow was not 
the ex -preacher referred to by Lieut. 
Bowley in his address before the 
California commandery of the Loyal 
Legion of the United States in the 
tollowiug paragraph ; 

"Among the sergeants of my 
company was one, John H. Offer by 
name, who had been a preacher on 
the eastern shore of Maryland. He 
exerted gi-eat inllnence over the 
men, and he deemed the occasion a 
fitting one to offer some remarks, 
and assuming his 'Sunday voice' he 
began : 

" 'Now men, dis am gwine to be 
a grot tight, de greteat we seen yit; 
^et things is 'pending on dis fight; 
if we takes Petersburg, mos' likely 
we'll take Richmond and 'stroy Lee's 
army an' close de wah. Eb'ry man 
had orter liff up his soul in pra'r for 
a strong heart. Oh, 'member de 
pore color'd people ober dere in 
bondage; oh, 'member dat Gineral 
Grant, and Gineral Burnside, and 
Ginerat Meade, an' all de gret gin- 
erals is right ober yander a watch- 
in' ye, and 'member dat I'se a 
watcbin' ye, and any skulker is a 
gwine ter git prod ob dis bayonet; 
yon heah me ! 

About the time I got my rifle 
loadetl. Comrade John K. Tumer.l-^ 
the esteemed adjutant of our camp, 
then a member of my company, 
came into the recess, and certainly 
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one and possibly two other Confed- 
erates.* 

Ready now to give the enemy a 
shot, I looked around the corner to- 
wai'ds the place near the intersect- 
ion of the ditch with the trench 
where I saw the fellow who pointed 
his gun and grinned at me, but he 
was not to be seen. All T could see 
in this direction were the ends of 
rifles and bayonets held by men in 
the trenfih concealed from my view 
by the angle of the trench and small 
ditch. Whilst I was making this 
observation a Federal soldier in the 
trench near this angle tired his gun, 
and its muzzle was close enough to 
the dry earthen angle to make the 
dust rise in the air as the wind of 
the exploding ritie-oliarge knocked 
away a part of the sharp corner of 
the trench and ditch at this angle. 

Finding in this direction nothing 
at which to shoot, although only a 
waU of some live feet intervened be- 
tween the place where I stood and 
a ditch full of men in blue, I stood 
tip-toe and looked eastward towards 
the ground beyond our breast- works. 
Here I saw numbei-s of the enemy 
crowding around the outer or east- 
ward part of our works, apparently 
three or four deep, the tops of their 

•My Inipresslon has always been that 
Bergt. W. W. Tayleure (ol n-hoiu hprealterl 
woe one of tliu othL-r Con federates. Slui'e 
this paragraph was written. Sergt. Tayleure 
(now a resident of Brooklyn, S. Y.| has 
vtsited Peterstiurg and Informed me that 
lay Impression was oorreot, as he dlstlnutly 
leuoUectB the old negro's vigorous fanning 
of the wounded Coiilcderate as the latter 
would say to him. "D— n you. tan 

- ' Che old faUow '-■ — '- • 

, sir;" fronj the 



caps only being visible, and there 
were at the same time others of the 
enemy retreating across the open 
field between our worku and theirs, 
and at these I fired this, my second 
shot, and again re-loaded. 

About this time a conference took 
place between Comrade Turner and 
myself as to the propriety of remain- 
ing in the place where we then 
stood. The suggestion was then 
made that we fall back to our line, 
1 mean that part of it represented 
by the Petersburg Ritiemen, all or 
the greater part of whom, we be- 
lieved, were utanding or lying at or 
near the ends of the ditches leading 
out from the trench. We agreed, 
however, that, whilst we were in a 
very dangerous position, it was oar 
.•safest. Besides this, a backward 
movement, by even aa few as two 
men, might have started others, per- 
haps the whole Hue, to falling back. 
So we concluded to remain where 
we were. Had we attempted to fall 
back, we woidd have gone from a po- 
sition in which we were compant- 
tively safe (unless our whole line 
had been beaten back) to one of 
gieat danger, and wonld probably 
have lost our lives. 

Both of us now fired several shots 

by thn wounded Confedirate we may safely 
Infer that he was not as near death's door 
as foruvertwentj-Bve years I tHjlieved hlu 
to have been, but It Is to be hoped that hn 
is to-day somewhere Id tbls world alive aud 
lij sound health. Strange to eay. Sei^ 
Tayleure has no rei^lleotionot seeing (Either 
Comrade Turner or myself in this reueas, 
nor does Comrade Turner retNillect seeing 
Sergl. Tayleure. the woundeil Cnnfi«(lerat« 
or the old negnt. 
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from this place, probably three or might have pierced bis victim and 
foar. I then thought I would take stnick some of the many Oonfede- 
an enfiiading fire at the enemy in rates immediately in its range. 
the trench to my right, who were in Anninute later I witnessed anoth- 
plain view, there bemg an angle in ^^ ^j^^^ ^1^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^lood run 
the breastworks to our right, the ^^1^ . j^^j about the outer end of 
recess m which Comrade Turner ^1,^ jitch by which I liad entered 
and myself stood being so located ^^^^^ ^ Q^gro soldier, a non-com- 
as to enable us, when on tip-toe, missioned officer (I noticed distinct- 
to look sonth-eastwardly down the jy y^, cheverons', begging for his 
trench towards the Crater, some ijfp j^q Confederate soldiers, who 
seTenty-five yards to our right. ^^^^^ ^y jji^ ^^^ ^f them striking 
When taking a survey of this part t^e poor wretch with a steel ramrod 
of the trench I saw men strugghng ^he other holding a gun in his hand 
there, which indicated that some of ^j^j^ ^jjjpjj jjg seemed to be trying 
our men opposite that part of the j^ g^^ ^ ajj^j ^^ jy^g ^^^^^^ tj^^ 
breast-works had eflfected an en- ^^^ ^j^jj jj^^ ^^^ g^g^j it ^t the ne- 
trance therein. Seeing this I de- ^^.^ ^ut did not seem to seriously 
termmed to withhold my proposed juj^^e him, as he only clapped his 
shot down the trench. Just at this jj^^^^ j^ j^- l^ip ^jj^^.^ j^g appeared 
time, looking to my left, I saw Fed- ^^ ^^^^^ ^een shot, and continued to 
eral soldiers coming out of, and ^eg for his life. The man with the 
many of our men passing into, the ramrod continuedto strike the negro 
trench along the little ditch by winch therewith, whilst the fellow with the 
Comrade Turner and myself had en- gun deliberately re-loaded it, and, 
tered ; whereupon I went at once piecing its muzzle close against the 
into the trench into which the Con- stomach of the poor negro, fired, at' 
federates were now entenngm num- ^jji^jj ^^^ j^ttg^ fell limp and lifeless 
bers from the little ditches up and ^^^ ^^^ fg^j of the two Confederates. 
down the line. It ^^s a brutal, horrible act, and 

Casting my eyes up the line to- those of us who witnessed it from 
wards the Crater I saw Confederates our position in the trench, a few 
beating and shooting at the negro feet away, could but exclaim : "That 
soldiers, as the latter, terror-stricken, is too bad ! It is shocking !" Yet 
rushed away from them. I saw one this, I have no doubt, from what I 
negro running down the trench to saw and afterwards heard, was but 
wards the place where several of us a sample of many other bloody 
stood, and a Confederate soldier tragedies during the first ten min- 
jnst in his rear drawing a bead on utes after our men got into the 
him as he ran. The Confederate trench, many of whom seemed infu- 
fired at the poor creature, seeming- riated at the idea of having to tight 
ly heedless of the fact that his bullet negroes. Within these ten minutes 
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the whole floor of the trench was the order, "to keep their heads 
strewn with the dead bodies of ne- down ;" an order which was obeyed 
groes, in some places in such num- with a will, as nearly every man 
bers that it was difficult to make standing in the trench was supplied 
one's way along the trench without with several guns, his own and one 
stepping on them. or more of the hundreds of captur- 

But the works are not yet ours, ed guns which lay all along the 
To the north of the Crater and in trench. Not only when the charge 
the ditches immediately behind and was made, but all of the time after 
west of it, the Confederates were in our men got in the trench did they 
possession ; but the Crater itself is fire from our breast- works at the en- 
held by a large number of the ene- emy whenever they showed them- 
my, several hundred of them, not selves along the crest or rim of the 
yet ready to surrender. There were Crater, as they constantly did, or 
also yet some fifty yards of our whenever they attempted to run the 
works south of the Crater in the en- gauntlet from the Crater across the 
emy's possession. To drive out field to their own works, a move- 
these, about ten o'clock — a little ment which was attempted by many 
more than an hour after the charge and by some successfully. • 

made by the Virginia brigade — About the crest of the Crater, next 
Wright's brigade of Georgians was to the Federal lines, might be seen 
ordered forward from the same ra- sometimes a man from the outside 
vine from which the Virginia charg- climbing over to get within the Cra- 
ed, but such was the severity of the ter, and sometimes a man from the 
fire the men of this gallant brigade inside (^limbing over to get outside, 
were forced to oblique to the left I remember seeing a gallant Fede- 
and take shelter among the works ral officer mount the edge of the 
now in the hands of the Virginians, Crater at this point and with con- 
thus failing in their attempt. When spicuous bravery wave his glittering 
this charge was about to be made sword overhead as if calling on his 
the Virginians in the trench were men to follow him — a sigiit which 
notified and directed to fire upon commanded my admiration, as it 
the enemy in their front as rapidly must have done that of all who wit- 
as possible, in the language of nessed it.^ 



^There were many brave Federal sol- *' Shell, grape and musket balls swept the 

diers who undertook to pass from their crest and the field between the Crater and 

works to the Orator to bring water to their our breast-works, so that three out of 

comrades. every four who tried to run the gauntlet to 

Mr. Howard Asti>u. of ZanesvUle, Ohio, our lines were struck down. Notwithstand- 

who, as a sergeant in Co. F, 13th Ohio ing this I ii4iw two brave fellows come in 

Volunteer Cavalry, serving as infantry in safe with nmmunition tied up in shelter 

Hartrauft's brigade of Wilcox's division, tents. I also saw two men (I wish I knew 

participated in the battle of the Crater, in their names and regiment) take a lot of 

an account of the action, published in the canteens and start back to our lines for 

Zanesville Courier of July 23rd, 1893. says ; wnter. In about half an hour one of them 




" Welalget was an Imiietuoua. dMhing man, among tht bmveil of tha brave." P. 178. 

"On the blood; flald of Malvern Hill, one of Cbe severest baCtlca of the War, the VlifiuU 
brigade nndec Mahone won maay laurclf. aud the L2Ui nglment, with Wels!([er at ila head, 
waaln the Coiebont In thlsacUoD he wu a uonsplcuous figoraos he led bla regliDeat about 
■oneet to the advanced poiltlon held duriug the night by Uaboae's and H'lighl'i brigade*." 
P.2J7. 
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ilKN. Vl'Tiiil ,1. U iilKARIIKV. 
"t f^. loo, that 1 shoDliI notpaaa Id nilenccllic gallant anuthemer, Capl, V. J. B. OInudar, 
WhoWUMCVlagoti Mahunu'iBtalTat the tlmnar the action, and won by his vondnDt th« 
commiMlDn of a brMtadlei-Rencral, datibg tyom the 30th of July, IW><, and whoKe >|ileild 
condoetoD this and prerloiu occaaloni had uomuiaiiilud ihi: admlrallon uf all of them 
of oar brigade." P. 179. 



THE BATTLE OF THE CRATER. 



incident ocourred about this 
or a little later in the morn- 
tliat I have often recalled. 
Happening in my immediate pres 
<, it very deeply impressed me. 
I my company two men, Orderly 
irgeant W. W. Tayleure and Pri- 
.te Back Johnson, H of the Pe- 
lersbtirg Riflemen, came very near 
baving a personal difficulty. Tay- 
leure had been standing on the step 
'hich was about nine inches above 
4he floor of the trench and upon 
which all men of ordinary height 
had to stand in order to be able to 
shoot from the parapet, and had 
been firing at the euemy from this 
position. Just at this time Buck 
Johnson, who had doubtless been 
engaged in the same way elsewhere, 
and who was never known to flinch, 
bearing a splendid reputation as a 

»pp*ared on tha crt'St of the Crater, wav- 
ing hie band at ue. At tbU moment a ball 
ttiuck him in the fok'ehtiad, and he rolled 
down among the dead and dying. Some 
of the boys rushed for the canteens and be- 
gan pasalag them around, laying. 'Brave 
fellow ! Brave fellow !' In a moment or 
two up arose the hero, looked around, rub- 
bed his eyes and said: 'Whore um 1?' 
Some officer went to him and found he had 
been etnick with a spent ball and only 
itunned. Gen. Bartlett, who commanded 
one of the brigades, was lying close by 
with hie oork leg shattered, and I heard 
bim ask bis name and regiment, and then 
atjr t 'Vou shall have a commission it we 
get out of this.'" 

Beferring to these gallant water carriers, 
Oea.Orlffln,In a paragraph quoted by Capt. 
ErviD T. Case In hie paper entitled "The 
Battle ol the Ulne." read February 9, IfTti, 
before the Bhode Island Soldiers and Bail- 
na Historical Society, says: 

"In due time one of them wasseen clara- 

bering over our lines below, loaded down 

[ with well-fliled canteens of eool water. 

f 'What ehoute and hurrahs from those parch- 

K ti throats greeted the brave fellow as he 



soldier, aa indeed did Tayleure, hap- 
pened to be standing on the floor 
of the trench. Tayleure asked him 
why he did not get up on the step 
and fire at the enemy. Johnson's 
high spirit promptly resented the 
imputation against his courage im- 
plied in this question, and he used 
some very strong language to Tay- 
leure. One word led to another, 
and the two men, both being of ap- 
proved courage, were about to come 
to blows, when Joe Sacrey,!^ a mem- 
bet of the Kichmond Grays, stand- 
ing on the little step above mention- 
ed, having just fired his gun, receiv- 
ed a bullet in his head and fell life- 
less at the feet of the two men. The 
quarrel instantly ceased. Poor Sa- 
crey's bleeding corpse substituted 
profound seriousness in the place of 
angry words, and I believe the 

dashed toward us through the loaden hall! 
What blessings he received as he came 
among us and distributed the priceless bev- 
erage to those wounded men dying of thirst! 
Presently another of those heroes comes 
over the parapet with hie burden of can- 
teens. Ho. too. starts to join us with all 
the speed of which be Is capable, taut ere 
he has passed hall way across that deadly 
Held, he throws up bis arms and goes down 
with the unmistakable thud of death. Quick 
as thought a young soldier dashes out from 
among us, rushes across the Held and seU- 
es the canteens from the body of the fallen 
man. starts back to Join us. but is shot 
down ere he has made a dozen yards. But 
see! He isup again, with indomitable pluok, 
and comes In with his precious freight only 
slightly wounded. And the shouts rise loud- 
er than ever for his gallant exploit. Then 
another comes over the parapet and suc- 
ceeds in reaching us. Another attetnpte it 
and falls, .^nd so on, until I believe every 
one of those noble fellows returned with 
his gallons of water, or tell In the attempt. 
It was to me the most striking exhibition of 
heroism and true courage that I saw diiilng 
the whole war." 
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needless (luarrel was never renewed. 
Botk Johnson and Tayleure served 
to maintain on several subsequent 
fields of battle the good name that 
each had already well won in their 
three years of active service. 

Wright's brigade ot Georgians 
about eleven o'clock is called upon 
to make another attempt to carry the 
works about the Crater and south of 
it, but this like the first attempt, is 
uneuocessful. As on the occasion 
of the first charge, word is passed 
down the line to the men in the 
breaat-works to fire rapidly to keep 
the enemy's heads down, and the 
order is in like manner obeyed. 

What has been going on in the 
Crater? Those who were in it can 
best tell us, and I may, therefore, 
properly draw from the interesting 
address of Lieut. Bowley above re- 
ferred to. Here is wliat he says : 

"With a dozen of my own compa- 
ny I went down the traverse to the 
Crater. We were the last to reacli 
it, and the rifles of the Union sol- 
diers were flashing in our faces when 
we jumped down in there, and the 
Johnnies wore not twenty yards be- 
hind us. A full line around the crest 
of the Crater were loading and fir- 
ing as fast as they could, and the 
men were dropping thick and fast, 
most of them shot througli the head. 
Every man that was shot rolled down 
the steep sides to the bottom, and in 
places they were piled up four and 
five deep. For a few minutes the 
fire was fearfully sharp. Then the 
enemy sought shelter. The cries of 
the wounded, pressed down under 
the dead, were piteous in the ex- 
treme. An enfilading fire was com- 
ingthrough the traverse down which 
we had retreated. Gen. Bartlett or- 



dered the colored troops to build a 
breast-works across it. They com- 
menced the work by throwing up 
lumps of clay, but it was slow work; 
some one called out, 'Put in the dead 
men,' and, acting on this suggestion, 
a large number of dead, white and 
black. Union and rebel, were piled 
into the trench. This made a par- 
tial shfelter, and enabled the working ' 
party to strengthen their breast- ' 
works. Cartridges were running 
low, and we searched the bosee of 
all the dead and wounded. 

"The day was fearfully hot ; the 
wounded were crying for water, and 
the canteens were empty. A few of 
our troops held a ditcu a few feet in 
front of the Crater and were keep- 
ing up a brisk tire. In the little 
calm that followed we loaded a large 
number of muskets and placed them 
in readiness for instant use. Another 
movement was soon attempted by 
the enemy, but our fire was so sharp 
that they hastily sought cover. , 
The artillery on Cemetery Hill and 
Wright's battery kept up a constaot 
fire of grape and kept the dirt fly- 
ing about us. A mortar battery also 
opened on us ; after a few shots they 
got our range so well that the shelb 
fell directly among us. Many of 
them did not explode at all, but a few 
burst directly over us and cut the 
men down most cruelly. Many of 
the troops now attempted to make 
our lines, but, to leave, they had to 
run up a slope in full view of the 
enemy that now surrounded us on 
three-sides; nearly every man who 
attempted it fell back riddled with 
bullets. At 11 o'clock a determined 
charge was made by the enemy; we 
repulsed it, but when the fire slack 
eued the ammunition was tearfullv 
low. About this time two men, each 
carrying all the cartridges he conld 
manage in a piece of shelter tent, 
reached us. 
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"The white troops," continues with bayonets, were pitched back 

Lieut. Bowley, "were now exhaust- ai^d forth, harpoon style. In this 

ed and discouraged. Leaving the '^^^ movement the Confederates ex- 

Kne they sat down, facing inwards, P^f ^ themselves most fearlessly, 

and neither threats nor entreaties ».^^ ^^^ ^" ^^^ ^^^ «^^^^ ^P ^^ *^^^ 

conld get them up into line again. ^i°^®' ^^® ^^bel loss would have been 

In vain was the cry raised that all "^^^^ "^^\« f ^^^^^- I ^^^^^ ^^^^ 

would be killed if captured with ne- ^®f ^^ ,^^ ^^1^^^® ^*^^* ^^ ^^° ^•^- 

gro soldiers; they would riot stand volverdidsomeeffective work at this 

up. From this time on the fire was P^^^*- 

kept up, mainly, by the colored Here ends Lieut. Bo wley's account 
troops and officers handling mus- ^^ ^^at was transpiring in the Cra- 
keta. A few Indians, of the 1st Mich- *^er, and I will resume the narrative 
igan Sharp-shooters, did splendid from our stand-point. 
work. Some of them were mortally It is now about one o'clock. We 
wounded, and, drawing their blouses receive another order to keep the 
overtheirfaces,they chanted a death enemy's heads down. A charge is 
8ong and died — four of them in a about to be made, this time by the 
group. An attempt had been made Alabama brigade, Gen. Saunders, 
to dig a trench through the side of who form in the ravine from which 
the Crater towards the Union line, the Virginians had charged, but fur- 
bat the rebs got the range of that ther south and accordingly more 
hole and plugged the bullets into it nearly opposite the Crater. The 
80 thick and fast that no one would charge is successful — those who wit- 
work in it. Of the men of my nessed it say it was splendidly exe- 
company who had raUied with me, cuted. The works are surrendered, 
all but one, a sergeant, lay dead or and the prisoners pour out, making 
dying. The troops seemed utterly their way back, however, under a 
apathetic and indifferent. The kill- severe fire from their own batteries, 
bg of a comrade by their very sides some of them falling on the way. 
would not rouse them in the least. What was here transpiring those 
Between 1 and 2 o'clock in the af- of us in the breast-works to the north 
temoon our men in the ditch, out- of the Crater could not see, but we 
side the Crater, had expended all immediately knew the result of the 
their ammunition, and were quickly charge. 

captured. Then the rebels planted From this time, during the balance 

their battle flags on the edge of the of the day, everything is compara- 

Crater, front and both flanks, not six tively quiet. When night comes on 

feet from our men. They quickly we are made to fall in line and move 

pulled them back, but we knew that up the trench towards our right. In 

they were there, just on the other the trench that led around and to 

side of the clay bank. Muskets, rear of the Crater, dead men lie so 



thick that to walk along: without ComFade Smith had selected for 
stepping upon their bodies or limbs hia night's rest a grassy spot near 
wa3 very difficult. the men in the trench, all of whom 

Our movement to the right is end- except those on guard or special 
ed when we have been so shifted as duty were fast asleep, and like them 
to bring the Kiflemen immediately was wrapped in the arms of Mor- 
iu rear of the Crater, Here we are pheus. He had the advantage of 
halted and a detail of two or more his sleeping comrades in that he had 
men from each company ia called a soft and cool bed of gross upon 
for. Oi this detail it fallg to my lot which to rest, but he was in close 
to be one. What is to be done ? The vicinity to the pile of dead men theti 
dead are to be bui-ied ! And this de- being buried. Things, howevdr, 
tail is to do the work! My horror were fairly evened up, when soma 
can better be imagined than describ- time during the small hours of the 
ed. Before work commenced, some- night, one of the negro prisonera, 
body — ^who I do not know, but some looking out for a corpse to bury, 
one whose authority and orders in seized our gallant adjutant by the 
the premises, legal or illegal, I was ankle and was hurrying him to the 
prompt to recognize and obey — grave, when the adjutant, not then 
came along and put me in charge of ready to be buried, awoke to the 
a burying squad.* I congratulated great consternation of the poor pria- 
myself that I had no nearer connec- oner, who thought he was handling 
tion with this disagreeable work. In a genuine corpse, 
a big grave, not a hundred feet in It ia Sunday morning, and break- 
rear of the Crater, a large number fast time. Are we to eat in this hor- 
of the bodies were placed. The rible place, the air filled with offen- 
Vfork was done by a squad of negro sive odors from the presence of hun- 
prisoners. Inthe gray light of morn- dreds of bodies, still unburied, many 
ing I went into the Crater and there of them within a radius of a few 
I saw the burying parties in this feet from us? Yes, or starve. My 
place still at work. mess-mate and myself, I well remem- 

This gloomy night's work had at ber, made our breakfast on hard-tack 
least one humorous incident. Our and fried pickle-pork. My impres- 
■ worthy commander, Comrade Hugh sion is, we had no coffee. I have a 
R. Smith, then adjutant of the 12th, distinct recollection that the meal 
I am glad to know, lives to-day to was not enjoyed, 
vouch for the correctness of what I It is in order here to reproduce, 
am about to narrate. for what they are worth, as a con 

temporary record, the following eQ- 

•From wbBt I have learued since this ad- tries in my diary, the lirat made dn- 
dreBBwaBdellvered.Iamsatisfled that Jos. rinw flm aflprnnnn nf iKia ^loi. t^k.. 
J. MaoUn. th™ of Petersburg. Va.. now ot "^^ '^® atternc^n ^'/T ■ ^' *°* 
CheeterBeld county. Va.. was the friend othBTB on the days of their respeo- 
wlio.'ieafltBavpdniefitmitliat hot rlWe work, tlve dates: 
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"Stmday, July 31, '64. Yesterday 
intoessed a bloody drama around 
Peteisbnrg, perhaps as bloody as 
»ny affair of the war, Fort Pillow 
not excepted. At this point, about 
half a mile southeast of Old Bland- 
ford church, the enemy exploded a 
mine under a fort in our works, blow- 
ing up 4 pieces of Pegram'a battery, 
with two lieutenants — Lieutenants 
Humlin'~and Chandler ,18 and twen- 
ty-two men, together with five com- 
panies of the ISth S. C. regiment, 
Elliott's brigade, whereupon they 
immediately rushed upon and cap- 
tnred that portion of our works and 
about two hundred yards of the 
works to the left of the exploded por- 
tion. This occurred soon after sun- 
rise, soon after which our brigade 
and Wright's, which occupied the ex- 
treme right of our line, were put in 
motion for this point, approaching 
it cautiously by the military roads 
recently constructed. We were not 
long in learning that our brigade 
would be assigned the task of cap- 
toring the works, supported by 
Wright's. Arrivingatthe works, for- 
tunately just at the moment we were 
about to charge, the enemy were 
also about to charge, when, seizing 
our advantage and rising with a yell, 
we mshed forward and got into the 
works, about one hundred yards dis- 
tant, receiving but little fire from the 
enemy, who turned out to be negroes ! 
The scene now baflles description. 
Bnt little quarter was shown them. 
My heart sickened at deeds I saw 
done. Ourbrigade not driving the en- 
emy from the inner portion of the ex- 
ploded mine, Saunders' and Wright's 
mgades finished the work. I have 
never seen such slaughter on any 
battle-field. Our regiment lost 27, 
. mied and wounded, the majority of 
fevhom were killed, and among tbem 
tet Butts, of our company. Put. 




Smith, 13 of our company, was wound- 
ed. Col. Weisiger, coramandingthe 
brigade, was wounded. From what 
I have seen, the enemy's loss could 
not have been less than fi-om 500 to 
700 killed, to say nothing of those 
wounded and between five hundred 
and one thousand prisoners. Ours 
probably did not exceed 400 killed, 
wounded and missing. Negotia- 
tions under a flag of truce are now 
pendinff. Probably Grant wants to 
bury the dead between the lines. 
Permission was granted to water his 
wounded. I observed several citi- 
zens from the enemy's line take part 
in this act of humanity. They were 
probably members of the sanitary 
committee. I saw also a wovian 
standing in the Yankee breastworks. 
We indulge a hope that our brigade 
will be relieved to-night and retni'n 
to its quiet position on the right." 
"Tuesday, August 2, 18(i4. Back 
at Wilcox farm. Our brigade and 
Saunders' relieved last night. Truce 
for four hours yesterday morning 
for burying the dead between the 
lines. .&p/'esa of this morning states 
that 12 of our men were found be- 
tween the lines and about 700 of the 
enemy. There could not have been 
as many as 700. We made the ne- 
gro prisoners carry their dead com- 
rades to the Yankee line, where the 
Yankees made their negroes bury 
them. Loss in our regiment 18 kd, 
and 24 wd. The 6th regiment lost 
70 kd. and wd. out of 80 carried in 
fight. The remainder of the regi- 
ment was on picket. Co. C, of sharp- 
shooters, a detachment from the 12th, 
lost out of fifteen 5 kd. and 8 wd. 
The enemy admit a loss of over 4,000. 
Col. Thomas, commanding one of 
the negro brigades, told Capt. Jones 
(of our regiment) yesterday during 
the truce that he carried in 2,200 
men and brought out only 800, 
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"It is said we captured 20 flag^ obtained I am able to correct some 
from the euemy and that the prison- of the statements therein made : 
firs captured represented two corps, j^ Comrade W. Gordon Mo- 
nth (Burnsides) and 6th* (Han- ^ i. - .«i ^ ■ n jj .-.i j 
cock's). Cabes-J" admirable address entitled 

"Thursday, August 5. Yankee ac- "The Defense of Petersburg," the 

counts of the affair put their loss in accuracy and fullness of the infor- 

kd.,wd. and prisoners at 5,000. They matiou contained in which are only 
say the plan was to spring a miiie at jj^^ ^y the clear and beautifal 

SoclockSatuTday morning, but that ,^ ■^ ■^ -l ■ ■, 

the fuse failed to ignite the powder language in which it is conveyed, 

twice — that they had six tons of pow- the statement is made that the loss 

der in the mine. The 9th and 18th of life caused by the explosion of 

corps made the charfre and the 6th the mine was 25G officers and men 

was m reserve. Our losses foot up „. ,. „ mn -j „.■, j o n r- i- 

1,200. of which 300 are no doubt °^ ^^^ ^^''^ "^"^ 22nd South Carohna 

prisoners, the enemy claiming to regiments and two officers and twen- 

have taken that number." ty men of Pogram's Petersburg bat- 

"Saturday, August 6th. The loss tery. This battery was commanded 

of our brigade in the fight of Satur- by Capt. Richard G. Pegram,-! who 

day wiw 270 kd. wd. and missing of ^^^ ^^^sent on duty, and thus es- 
whom 88 were killed on the held, j i i i » n v- i i- . 

just one-half of the whole uumbe; ^^P^'* ^^^^^ ''«^«" ^'^ ''^^ 'i^'^*^"- 

(176) that had been killed from the a^its, Hamhn and Chandler. 
battle of the Wilderness to the pres- Inaletterpublishediu September, 

«°* *^™«-" 1878, Dr. Hugh Toland, surgeon of 

"Mouday,Aagnst 8th 186.1, Gen. the 18th South Carolina, locates this ' 
Mahone, in a congratulatory order . , .11-, ..i , 

to Mahone's, Saunders' and Wright's segment as on the left, or north, of 

brigades for their conduct in the af- Pegram'sbattery,audthe22DdSoutb 

fair of Saturday, July 30. says that Carolina as on the right, or south of 

with an effective force of less than tliis battery, at the time of the ei- 

3,000 men and with a casualty list of ,,i,,a;nr, 

598, they killed 700 of the enemy's l''"'*"'^- 

people, wounded, by his own ac- "My brigade," says Dr. Toland, 

count, over 3,000, and captured 1,101 "haj suffered severely — the 22ad 

prisoners embracing 87 officers, 17 ^^^^^ Carolina had lost its gaUant 

stands of colors, 2 guerdons and „ , „< ■ 1 , 

1,916 stand of small arms, deeds C*^'' Fleming, and many a brave sol- 

which entitle their banners to the in- dier. My regiment had lost 163 

scription, 'The Crater, Petersburg, men. Two whole companies. A and 

Julv 30, 1864.' He says the enemy q Eighteenth South Carolina, had 
had massed against us three of his , 1 *. l j 1 1 

corps and 2 divMooa of another," "<'' » '°''", '""• "'"' ™" °^ ^"^1- ^ 

The toregoing brief onlpies are all 'f "" ">'«■ 9'" ''.""''»<• ="* "■» 

that I find in m, diary relating to °' ^? J"""- '■'"1»'1;"B Capla. Me- 

the battle Comioh and Birdgia were dead — 

From information enlaeqaenUy b uried in the Crater or scattered 
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along the works — and 62 missing." works and witnessed the effect of the 
Giving the Federai loss in this en- explosion on the enemy. It so com- 

gagement, Capt. McCabe in his ad- Pl^^^ly paralized them that the 
^^* ' *^ breach was practically four or five 

dress says : hundred yards in breadth. The reb- 

'*In this grand assault on Lee's els in the forts, both on the right 
lines, for which Meade had massed and left of the explosion, left their 
65,000 troops, the enemy suffered a works, and for over an hour not a 
\oGS of 6,000 men, including 1,101 shot was fired by their artiUery. 
prisoners, among whom were two There was no fire from infantry from 
brigade commanders, whilst vast the front for at least half an hour ; 
quantities of small arms and twenty- none from the left for twenty min- 
one standards fell into the hands of utes, and but few shots from the 
the victors." right." 

The quantity of powder used in ^^J^^ W. H. PoweU, a<5ting aid- 
exploding the mine was not six tons, de-camp of Gen. Ledlie, the com- 
but 8,000 pounds. "The charge," mandant of the First division of the 
says Lieut-Col. Henry Pleasants, of ^"^inth corps, at the time of the ex- 
fche 48th Pennsylvania Veteran Vol- plosion, in his article entitled *^The 
tmteers, the originator of the mine. Tragedy of the Crater," published 
in his report of the explosion, "con- in the September number, 1887, of 
sisted of three hundred and twenty the Century, says : 
kegs of powder, each containing ^^I retiuned immediately, and just 
about twenty-five pounds. It was ^ I arrived in rear of the First divi- 

^i«««^ ;« ^;^v.i. ^^r^^rA^^c ^^««^«4. siou the mine was sprung. It was 
placed in eignt magazines, connect- .^ . . ^, ^ ^ ., 

J -XT- ? j.i_ 1. i. t. t. 1* ^ magnificent spectacle, and as the 

ed with each other by troughs half ^^^ss of earth went up into the air, 

filled with powder. These troughs carrying with it men, guns, carri- 

from the lateral gaUeries met at the ages and timbers, and spread out 

iimer end of the main one, and from like an immense cloud as it reached 

this point I had three lines of fuses ^^ altitude, so close were the Union 

for a distance of 98 feet. Not hav- ^^^^^ ^ the mass appeared as if it 
" « WW laa. Y y^QiH^ descend imrae<liately upon the 

ing fuses as long as required, two droops waiting to make the charge, 
pieces had to be spliced together to Tiiis caused them to break and scat- 
make the required length of each of ter to the rear, and about ten min- 
the lines " ^^tes were consumed in reforming for 

In the concluding paragraphs of the attack Not much was lost by 
.,. ./n,,Ti, , this delay, however, as it took near- 

this report Col. Pleasants says : jy ^hat time for the cloud of dust to 

"I stood on top of our breast- pass ofl*. * * * '^f 

t"Mr. Howard Aston, in his article pub- its highest point, curled over lilie a plume 

lished in the Zanesville (Ohio) Courier, al- and then came down with a dull thud to the 

ready referred to, says: earth. While in air I could see in the col- 

"Just about sunrise, a trembling of the umn of fire and smoke the bodies of men, 

earth was felt and a dull roar was heard. I arms and legs, pieces of timber and a gun 

looked to the front and saw a huge column carriage. I felt vei*y weak and pale, and 

of dirt, dust, smoke and fiame of fire ap- the faces of comrades never looked blanch- 

parontly 200 feet high, which, on reaching er, while the troops in front of us broke 
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"Little did those men anticipate the treuches near the Crater were 
what they would see upou arririiig q,iiek to i-eeover their equanimity 
there; an enormouB hole in the ^„^ ^^ ^^^^ tiie incoming Federals 
eroiind about 30 leet deep, fiO , , ., . , ■ - 

feet wide and I'U feet long, tilled *^^ ^^^"- P-^nt*- '" tbia para- 
with dn5t,gre»t blocks of elay, guns, graph this i'ederal officer says : 
broken carriages, projecting tini- "However, t'ol. MarahaU yeUed 
bers, and men buried in variouB t^ the Second brigade to move for- 
ways— some up to their necks, oth- ^ard, and the men did bo, jumping, 
ers to their waists, and some with sliding and tumbling into the hole, 
only their feet and legs protruding over the debris of material, and dead 
from the earth . * * + " and dying men, and huge blocks of 

"The whole scene of the explo- solid clay. They were followed by 
Bion,"continue8Maj.PoweU, "struck (J*?"- Bartlett's brigade. Up on the 
every one dumb with astonishment «»*'«>■ ^}^\^^, the Crater they climb. 
■ J > -.1. . - .!_ J ^1 aud while a detachment stopped 

as we arrived at the crest of the de- ^ 'pj^^ ^^^ ^f ^^^^ dismounted g^ 
bris. It was impossible for the of tte battery In position on the ene- 
troops of the Second brigade to move my's side of the crest of the Crater; 
forward in line, as they had advanc- a portion of the leading brigade 
ed ; and owing to the broken state P^^^ over the crest and attetnpted 
^, , ,, toreiorm. It was at this period that 

they were in, every man crowding ^j^^y ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 

up t^t look into the hole, and being by musket-shots from the rear, fired 
pi-es8e<l by the First brigade, which by the Confederates who were still 
was immediately in rear, it was oceupyingUietraversesand intrench- 
equally impossible to move by the "^•'"^^ ^ "■« "gh* and left of the 
„ , , , , ., Crater. These men had been awak- 
iiank, by any command, around the ^^ j,y the noise and shock of the ex- 
Crater. Before the brigade-comman- plosion, and during the interval be- 
ders could realize the situation, the fore the attack, had recovered their 
brigade became inextricably mixed, equanimity, and when the Union 
in the desire to look into the hole." t^^Ps /tempted toreform on the 
,, ,^ ^ ■ ^ „ - enemy's side of the Crater, they had 
From the next paragraph of Maj. faced about and delivered a fir^ into 
J'owell's article it appears that Col. the basks of our men. This coming 
I'lcasants was in error as to the ex- so unexpectedly caused the forming 
lent of the demoralization of the line to fall back into the Crater." 
f'onl'ederatea incident upon the ex- Mr. Geo. L. Kilmer, of the Four- 
plosion, as the South Cai-oliiiians in teenth New York Heavy Artillery, in 

bach nnd bocumR Intermingled. They were Hcoohottitif; along the troat line of works 
soon raiiied, but Itaeemedtome that it was Irom an endlade lire on our right Front. 
full; ten mluutea bL'Fore I saw tbfl advance Ue.i^ were dropping here and there, the 
go over our earth-works tonnrde the euemy, wounded began to come bock. Soon the 
In the mean time our forts all along the line order came torus to go forward. I think ft 
opened out, with every gun, apparently must have been one-halt hour after the ei- 
from the sound, and they were almost Im- plosion before we got ovorour works. The 
mediately answered by the Confederates, musketry was crashing in the front and tiie 
The Aoljd shot and shell howled and shriek- air seemed to be full of (lying mlBBlles.' 
ed over our heada, and balls could bo seen 




his. article entitled "The Dash luto 
the Crater,"' published in the same 
uumber (September mimber, 1887,) 
of the Century, make« some striking 
statements. He says : 

"Some few declared that they 
would never follow 'ni^era' or be 
(-aught in their company, and start- 
«t back to our own lines, but were 
promptly driven forward. Then the 
colored troops broke and scattered, 
and pandemonium began. The brav- 
est lost heart, and men who dis- 
trusted the negroes vented their 
feelii^s freely. Some colored men 
fame into the Crater, and theie they 
foond a worse fate than death on the 
charge. It was believed among the 
vhit«s that the enemy would give 
no t|uarter to negroes, or to whites 
taken with them, aod so to be shut 
np with blacks in the Crater was 
Mjual to a doom of death. * * * 
It has been positively asserted that 
white men bayoneted blacks who 
fell buck into the Crater. This weis 
in order to preserve the whites from 
Confederate vengeance. Men boast - 
M in my presence that blacks had 
been thus disposed of, particularly 
when the Confederat«8 came up." 

It will be asked what was the 
nnmber of Federal soldiers who were 
actually in possession of our works 
at the time of the charge made by 
Uahone's brigade. 

As the expression "an effective 

force of not less than 3,000 men" 

1 In Gen. Mahone's congratula- 

fclory order to the three brigades, 

[ Hahone's, Wright's and Saunders', 

Kwubraced not only the force of about 

B men of Mahone's brigade who 

id« the charge a little before nine 

k'elook iu the morning, but also the 



forces engaged in the several unsuc- 
cessful charges made by Wright's 
brigade, and the final successful 
chai-ge made about one o'clock in the 
all:ernoon by Saunders' brigade, and 
probably the co-operating ai-tillery 
and other infantry, so the statement 
made by Gen. Mahone in this order 
that "the enemy had massed against 
ns three of his corps and two divi- 
sions of another," and Capt. Mc- 
Oabe's statement that "Meade had 
massed" for the assault "65,000 
troops" must be undei-stood as em- 
bi-acing not only those who were ac- 
tually in possession of our works, 
but those immediately in or massed 
a short distance behind the Federal 
works near by, who were taking 
part or ready to take part in the 
aft'air. 

But we are not without data by 
which to ascertain the probable 
number of men that occupied the 
Confederate works when the Vir- 
ginia brigade, nnmbering about 800 
men, dashed forward in the manner 
that has been described, to engage in 
what every man knew would be a 
death-struggle for their possession. 
Gen, Mahone's congratulatory order 
places the flags captured at seven- 
teen. Capt. McC^be gives twenty- 
one as the nnmber of standards cap- 
tured. We will take Gen, Mahone's 
figures aud estimate each of the sev- 
enteen regiments represented by the 
seventeen flags as containing two 
hundred and fifty men, a fail" aver- 
age for a veteran i-egiment in the 
Federal army at that time. This 
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done, and we have a force of 4,250 from the following paragraph in the 
men. testimony of Lieut-Col. Charles G. 

But this average is manifestly too Loring, of Gen. Bumside's staff, be- 
small, when we consider the state- fore the Committee on the Conduct 
ment of Col. Henry G. Thomas, who of the War : 

commanded the Second brigade of <<General Ledlie's division was to 
the Fourth division (Ferrero's) of go in first; the whole of that divi- 
the Ninth corps, made in his article si^^ ^^^^ ^^ tii® Crater, or lines 
in the September number, 1887, of immediately adjoining. GeneraJPot- 
- ' ' ter's division was to go in next, but 

the Century, entitled ^^The Colored ^o go in on the right of the other. 

Troops at Petersburg," in which he i did not see them and I do not 
says : * 'There was but one division know how many of them went into 
of colored troops in the Army of the ^^^ Crater. I simply saw the head 

Potoma<>-the Fourth division of ^f ^^rl'T' ^n^ ^\ • f^^^^K ' 
^T_ T.T .LI. . , ^ 1 stood that they all went into the 

the ^inth corps— organized as fol- enemy's Unes, but I cannot say pos- 
lows: ***** itively about that. General Wil- 
* * . This made a division cox's division also went in at the 
of only nine regiments, divided into s^ime place where Greneral Ledhe's 

two brigades, yet it was numerically J?^^^? '^f * f- ^ ^^^"^ ^^^-^ «^ 
^ ' his regiments — I am not sure of the 

a large division. The regiments number— failed to get in. In start- 
were entirely full, and a colored de- ing from our line they bore off too 
serter was a thing unknown. On much to the left and came back to 
the day of the action the divi- ^^ <>wn line, and did not go in. I 

„. „ K^„^^ 4 QAA ^f „ri ir.\. »> AAA thlufc that With that exception the 

sion numbered 4,300, of which 2,000 i , ^ -rrr-i » ^* • • 4. • 

^ ' ' , ' whole of Wilcox's division went m-. 

belonged to Sigfned's brigade and to the enemy's Unes. The regiments 
2,300 to mine." of his division went in at different 

To assume that the number of times, not as a division, but dis- 
flags captured represented the total jointedly. And at half-past seven, 

^1 ^ ^4^ ^^^r...4^c ^4- 4^\.^ ^i««^ ^p about two hours and a half after the 
number of regiments at the place of ^.^^ exploded, the whole of the col- 
capture leads to a very erroneous re- ored division went in at the same 
suit. So far from there being only point." 

seventeen regimente in our works, , if the three white divisions num- 
there were probably more than dou- ^ered each nine regiments (thenum- 
ble this number. I^er of the regiments in the colored 

There went into our works three division) they aggr^ated 27 regi- 
white divisions, the First (Ledlie's,) ments. Deduct the 4 regiments of 
the Second (Potter's,) and the Third Wilcox's division referred to by Col. 
(Wilcox's,) of the Ninth (Burnside) Loring, allow 250 men to each of the 
corps, about four regiments except- 24 remaining rc^ments, and we 
ed, and after these the colored divi- have 6,000 men. To these add the 
sion of Gen. Ferrero. This appears 4,300 colored troops, and there was 
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an aggr^ate of 10,300 men ! And work of traverses and bomb-proofs, 
this without counting a brigade of which greatly impeded the Federals 
Gren. Turner's division of the 18th in resisting an assault from the west, 
corps, which, according to his testi- or Confederate side of our works, 
mony before the CJommittee on the could well have met a determined 
Conduct of the War, took possession assault made from this direction, 
of about 100 yards of our works to ''These pits," says Col. Thomas in 
the north of the Crater. his Century article, referring to the 

Gren. Ord, in his testimony before trenches at this place, ''were differ- 
the committee, by implication puts ent from any in our lines — a laby- 
the number of men who went into rinth of bomb-proofs and magazines, 
the Confederate works at 10,000 or with passages between." 
12,000 when he says: How far towards Cemetery Eidge, 

"The ground to the left and front that is to say, west of the Confede- 

of the mine was marshy and covered rate works, did the Federal forces 
by bushes and tre^. No prepara- ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^i ^j^^.^ 

tions had been made for our troops ^ , , ^ ^ ^i 

to pass out to our right or left. They four hours' occupation of these works 
could only get out by a single long is a question which naturally arises, 
trench or covered way; so that in and was asked several of the wit- 
the slow process of getting 10,000 or messes in the official investigation 
12,000 men up through this narrow ^^^ ^ ^^^ -p^^^^l government, 
space and through a single opemng _^ ^ ^ •'^ ^ ^r^ . •^. 

the enemy had an opportunity to I^^tracts from some of the testimony 

make preparations to meet them, before the court of inquiry held at 
All this produced delay." the headquarters of Gen. Hancock 

With facts and figures like these on the 1st of September, 1864, will 
to sustain the assertion, we are war- give us some light upon this point : 
ranted in stating that the force Brig. -Gen. S. G. Griffin, who com- 
against which our little band of manded a brigade of Potter's divi- 

about eight hundred Virginians was ®^^,^' ^^ ^J^^ ?^?^- 

V 1 J x_ X. ji A.r. ' 1 i. "Quest. — Did your command go 

hm-led outnumbered their assailants ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^/^ 

more than ten to one ! "Ans. It did. 

But whilst the highest credit be- "Quest. — About bow far ? 

longs to the Virginia brigade for its "Ans.— I should judge about two 

achievements on this occasion, it hundred yards. It might be more 

,,,,,,, or it might be less. It could not 

must be remembered that bad man- ^^^^ been much less, however: that 

agement in the disposition of the is as near as I can judge." 
Federal forces greatly assisted in Col. H. G. Thomas, commanding 
producing the result. No troops, the Second brigade of Ferrero's (col- 
crowded as were the Federals in the ored) division, on the stand : 
Crater and in the trenches on either ''Quest.— Did you get beyond the 
side, the latter having a perfect net- line of the Crater with your troops I 
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^'Ans. — I did, sir. manding the Twenty-Eighth U. S. 

^^Quest.— Howfar? colored troops, of Col. Thomas' 

^^Ans.-I should say about be- brigade. Being a«ked the question, 

t ween three and four hundred yards ,,^^ ^ . ^ ,.^ I 

to the right of the Crater and in front ^^^ ^^^ ^^ advance did you get 

of it. I was ordered to support the towards Cemetery Hill!" he replies: 

Mrst brigade when it made its *'l^ot -exceeding fifty yards. We 

charge . ' ' were driven back . ' ' 

Col. Thomas' last answer giving "By what?" is the next question 

no definite information as to the po- asked this \Yitnes8. He replies: *'I 
sition of his troops in advance of should judge by about two or four 

the Confederate works, and the hundred men — infantry, which rose 

court manifestly having a doubt as up from a little ravine and charged 

to his troops having gone to the us. Being all mixed up and in con- 

west of these works at all, he is ask- fusion, and new trooi)S, we had to 

ed the pointed question: '^Didyou comeback." 

get beyond the enemy's line !" He The witness is in error as to the 

replies: "I did, sir; I led a charge number of the Confederates who 

which was not successful. The mo- ^rose up from the little ra\ine," as 

ment I reached the First brigade I ^^ey were the men of the Virginia 

started out the 81st* colored regi- brigade whose number was approxi- 

mont, which was in front, but it lost mated by Gen. GrifBln, when he said, 

its thrfee ranking officers in getting «Five or six hundred men were all 

in position, and did not go out we could see. I did not see either 

well." The witness' answer, while the right or left of the line. I saw 

resi)onsive to the question, like his the centre of the line as it appeared 

answer to the preceding question, tome. It was a good line of battle, "f 

gives no light as to the point icest Qf the condition of things in the 

of the Confedei-ate works i-eacheil Crater and in the trenches when the 

by his command . three white divisions had entered the 

l^he next witness, however, testi- Confederate works and the colore<i 

fies very clearly, and probably gives division was about to go in, about 7 

the mi>st aocunite infornuition as to o'clock in the morning, Gen. Turner, 

the jKisitiou reachtnl by the troops who commanded a division of the 

that moved forward west of the Con- 18th (Onl's) corps, gives a graphic 

fiHlemte works. The witness is description in his testimony before 

Lieut. -Col. Chas. 8. Russell, com- the committee. He sa^-s: 

tFn>m information reoeiv»Hi sinot* this ad- the 26th S. C. regiment and three companies 

divs8 was delivered I am satisfied. ^rw<, that of the 17th S. C. regiment under Col. Smith 

Col. Kussell was not in ern>ras to the num- of the 26th S. C. (See Col. McMa8ter*s let- 

l)er of the Confederate troops here referred ter to Oen. Beauregard, dated February 14, 

to; .HfromiJy. that they wer^not the men of 1872, in the Appendix to Col. Rocnan's 

Mahones brigade, but were, as stated by "Military Operations of Gen. Beauregard," 

Col. F. W. McMaster, of Columbia. S. C. vol. EL, p. 587). 
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^*When the head of my column many troops here that they are in 
rejiohed the point at which our as- each other's way; they are only ex- 
saulting column had parsed through posed to this terrific fire of the ene- 

our lines, it was, as near as I recol- my', which was then growing warmer 
lect, about 7 o'clock. I jumped up and warmer, and was a very severe 
on a parax)et to observe what was fire. Whilel was talking to an offi- 
going on. Immediately in front of cer — we had sought shelter in the 
me lay the Crater, about seventy -five Crater — the head of the colored di- 
yards distant. The men were in it vision api)eared at the crest of the 
and around it in great confusion; Crater, and the division commenced 
they were lying down, seeking shel- piling over into the Crater and pass- 
ter from the fire of the enemy, which ing across it on the other side as well 
at that time had become exceedingly as they could. I exclaimed, ^What 
warm. The enemy had succeeded in are these men sent in here for! It is 
getting a cross-fire of artillery and only adding confusion^ to the confu- 
niiisketry over the ground lying sion which already exists.' The men 
l)etween our line and the Cra- literally came falling over into this 
ter. Mv idea was that the 9th Crater on their hands and knees; 
corps would i)enetrate the enemy's they were so thick in there that a 
line and double them up to the right man could not walk. Seeing that I 
and to the left, and then I was to was going to be covered up, and be 
pass out and cover the right flank entirely useless, I thought I would 
of the assaulting column; but the go out. As I had no control over 
enemy still held possession of their these troops, and supposing there 
lines up to within one hundred yards were officers in command, I said, 'If 
of the Crater when I arrived, which you can get the troops beyond this 
surprised me. It left me no altema- line, so that I can get out, I will 
tive of going out anywhere but di- move my division right out and cov- 
rectly opposite the Crater, where the er your right flank;' and I went back 
9th corps went out. I could see no for the purpose of doing so. I met 
movement taking place beyond the Gen. Ord on our line at the head of 
Crater towards Cemetery Hill. * * * my division. I said, 'General, un- 
The troops lay very thick in and less a move is made out of the Cra- 
around the Crater, evidently more ter towards Cemetery Hill, it is mur- 
than could find cover from the ene- der to send more men in there. That 
my 's fire. * * * * The Crater colored division should never have 
was full of men: they were lying all been sent in there; but there is a 
around, and every point that could furor in there, and perhaps they may 
give cover to a man was occupied, move off sufficiently for me to pass 
There was no movement towards Cera- my division out.' " 
etery Hill; the troK)ps were all in con- ^^^ ^^^ j^ ^^^ testimony, using 
fusion and lying down. I asked one . , ^ ? n 

or two officers there if an attempt had vigorous language, says: 
been made to move to Cemetery Hill. ''The men had to go through a 
They say the attempt had been made, long narrow trench, about one -third 
but it had failed. I then said, 'You of a mile in length, before they got 
ought to intrench your position here, into our extreme outwork, and then 
and you have too many troops here they went into this Crater, and were 
already to intrench. There are so piled into that hole, where they were 
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IH;rff3CtIy iiHeleH8. They were of about take those rifle-pits. I immediately 

HH much iwe there as so many men at took command of jiart of Turner's 

the lx>ttom of a well." division, and ordered them over the 

ITie stampede which took place line to join the line of troops then 

when Mahone's brigade made its advancing and told them to charg^ 

, . xi_ 1 -i- 1 1. ^1 , the nfle-pits in their front, wmch 

charge is thus descnbed by General ^^.ey did. That was about t^o hun- 

Turner in his testimony: dred yards on the right of the Cra- 

^'I had got, probably, half way ter. After putting those trooi)8 in, 

l)etween our line and the enemy's I stepped back from the intrench - 

lines — which were i)erhai)s only a ment some ten or fifteen yards to- 

hundred yards apart at that point, wards the covered way, and I had 

and it was a very broken country, scarcely got back to the lower end of 

thick underbrush and morass — when, the covered way when the stampede 

looking to the left, I saw the troops began, and I suppose two thousand 

in vast number^ coming rushing back, troops came back, and I was lifted 

and immediately my whole first brig- from my feet by the rushing mass, 

a<le came back, and then my second and carried along with it ten or fif- 

biigade on my right, and everything teen yards in the covered way. What 

was swept back in and around the staff I had with me assisted me in 

('rater, and probably all but one- stopping the crowd in the covered 

third of the original number stam- way, and in putting some of them in 

peded bac^k right into our lines. Af- position in the second line; some 

ter some exertion T rallied my men of were in the first. I left Gen. Potter 

the first and second brigades after in the covered way."* 
they got into our line, while ray third 
brigiule held the lino." I would like to give more extracts 

from the sworn and other statements 



Gen. ( -arr, who commanded a di- 
vision of the 18th corps, in his tes- 
timony thus describes the stampede: 



of our adversaries as to what was 
done and omitted to be done on this 
memorable day, which marked an 



*^I saw a vacaucy, a g*4p that I . i^ ^v. x- i • ^x. 

thought about four regiments would ^^^'^^ altogether exceptional m the 

fill, and lussistthat line of battle that history of the war; but I fear that 

wius going over our bnnust -works to I have already dra\ni from these 



*Maj. Jti8. C. Coit. of Choraw, S. C. In tho order of their going, sought shelter in 

whoso battaUon wero Pogram's anil Wright's the cover of their main line. The Are of 

batteries, and who witnessed the sUimpedo the artillery was increased, and, as Ma- 

from his position about Wright's battery, in hone's men neared the Crater, Wright's 

his letter to Col. MeMaster, published in guns were turned upon the flying masses in 

tlie Marfh number, 1S82. of the Southern front of the salient. The slaughter was 

lUstorical Papers (volume X, p. 123). says: terrific, and probably more men were killed 

**The tnH>ps under Mahono were formed in the retreat than in the advance. The 

in the ravine in the rear of Elliott's head- victory was virtuaUy won, but those of the 

quarters, extending frt>m the covered way enemy within the Crater continued for some 

in a din>ctlon between the Crater and the time the desperate contest. In my opinion 

plank n»ad. New hoiH> was inspinnl by the they remained in the Crater more from fear 

arrival of ro-lnft>reenients. and not without of running the gauntlet to their own lines 

giHHl cause, for no siH>ner did Mahone's men than from any hope of holding their poei- 

emerge from that ravine at a double-cjuick tion. At 1 o'clock p. M. the white flag was 

than did tho immense mass In rear of the raised and the final surrender of the Crater 

Crater break, and without standing upon made." 
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sources of information to the i)oint that part of the trench on the left of 
of prolixity. the Crater occupied by the Federals. 

Many of the latter, whit« and black, 
Although all matters of contro- abandoned the breach and fled to 

versy would in this address gladly their lines, under a scourging flank 
have been avoided, I cannot pass un- fire from Wise's brigade." 
noticed a remarkable paragraph in The statement here made that the 
Col. Alfred Eoman's work, ''The charge was made by Mahone's brig- 
ffilitary Operations of Gen. Beau- a^e, with the 61st, 25th and 49th 
r(^i>(i . > y l^OTth Carolina and the 26th and part 

At page 267, vol. II, after men- ofthe 17th South Carolina regiments, 
tioning Gen. Meade's order to Gen. ^^ as clearly incorrect as is the state- 
Bumside to withdraw his troops, ^^^* ^^^^ Mahone arrived about ten 
given at 9:45 A. M., and the orders ^'^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^- ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^'^ 
given to Gen Hancock at 9:25 and to ^^^^^» ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^• 
Gen. Warren at 9:45 ''to suspend all ^^^^^ ^^^^ statement as to tlvie 
offensive operations," Col. Eoman, wemay safely pla<3e that of Col. Yen - 
basing his statement upon statements ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^- ^^'^ ^^^^ "^^^ "^ 
made by Gen. Bushrod Johnson and ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ "^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 
Col. F. W. McMaster,* says: ^^ ^« difficult to be accurate as to time 

'^Such was the situation— the Fed- ^^ ^^^ battle-field, unless noted and 
erals unable to advance, and fearing written down at the moment. But 
to retreat — when, at ten o'clock. Gen. I am confident this charge of the 
Mahone arrived with a part of his Virginians was made before 9 o'clock 
men, who lay down in the shallow ra- ^^ j ^^^^ ^^^^ recollection 
nne, to the rear of Elliott's salient, . ^, ^ . -. ^ 

held by the force under Col. Smith, ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ received and answered 
there to await the remainder of the ^y Cren. Lee, that after the charge 
division. But a movement having the formation of the Georgia brigade, 

occurred among the Federals which under Col. Hall, was completed, and 

seemed to menax^e an advance. Gen. ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^1 ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

Mahone threw forward his brigade, , ^^^ i ^ ., . , . 

with the 61st North CaroUna, of ^"^^^ ^^^ ^^^P^^ °^«^^ *^ ^^^ ""'^^^^ 

Hoke's division, which had now also and made a charge at 10 o'clock to 

come up. The 25th and 49th North recover that portion of the line on 

Carolina, and the 26th and part of the right of the Crater." 

the 17th South CaroUna, all under ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^.^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^^_ 

Smith, which were formed on Ma- , , , , ,, 

hone's left, likewise formed in the Poraneous record to prove beyond all 

counter movement, and three-fourths controversy that the charge of Ma- 

of the gorge-line was carried with hone's brigade was made prior to 9 

o'clock A. M., and therefore refer to 
*Col. McMaster of the 17th S. C. regi- ,, i j . j i. >-i 

ment, took command of Gen. Elliott's the several orders issued by Gen. 

brigade when Gen. Elliott received his Meade to suspend operations and 
wound early in the morning, soon after the .x. 1 

Federals took possession of our works. withdraw the troops. 



Gen. Meade, m his testimony be- 
fore the Committee on the Conduct 
of the War, says: 

"At B A.M. Iret'eivedtliefoliowingiUB- 
pah;L from Gen. Burnside: 
[By telegraph from headqvarten SC/i 
arm)i corps.] 
" '9 A. M., July 30, 1864. 
" 'Oen. Meade; 

"'Many of the ninth (9th) and eigh- 
teenth (Iftth) corjiHare retiring before ttie 
enemy. 1 think now is the time to put 
in the fifth (5th) corps promptly. 

"'A. E. Bdknsidb, 
" 'M^or-Oeoeral. 
" '[Official.] " '8. F. BAH8TOW, 

" 'Assistant Ac^jutant-Oeueral.' 
"That was the first infonuatiou I had 
re(«ived that there was any collision with 
the enemy, or that there waa any enemy 
preaent. At 9:30 a. m. the following dis- 
patch waa sent to CSeneial Burnside: 
»rterB Army of the Potonu 
' 'July 30, 1864—9:30 A. M., 
" 'Mnjor-Oetieral BumMde, commanding 
SIh Corps: 
" 'The in^or-geueral commanding has 
heard that the result of your attack has 
bj>en a repulse, and directs that If, in yom' 
judgment, nothing further can be enect- 
ed, that you withdraw to your own line, 
taking every precaution to get the men 
back safely. 

" 'A. A. HrMPHHBva, 
"'M^or-Oenera! and Chief of StalT. 
" '[Official.] 8. F. Barstow, 

"'AselstHnt Adjutant-Ueneral.' 
" 'Gen. Ord will do the same. 

" 'A. A. HrMPHREVS, 

" 'M^or-General and Chief of BtafT. 
'"[Official.] 8. F. Bakstow, 

" •Assistant Adjutant General.' 
"Then 1 rec-eived the following dispatch 
from Captain Bauden*; 
]_By teleyraph from headquarters 9th 
army corps.] 
'"9 a. M., July 30, 18B4. 
" 'To Major-Qeneral Afeade: 

" 'The attack made on right of mine 
has been repulsed. A great many men 
are coming in the rear. 

"'W. W. Banders, 
" 'Captain and C. M. 
" '[Offleial.] 8. F. Babotow, 

"'AasistantAiUutanl^eueral.'" 



The Committeie on the Conduct of 
the War, in their report made after 
all of the testimony bearing on the 
snbjeet, oral and documentary, had 
been heard and considered, fully ap- 
preciating the importance of statiug 
correctly the order of sequence and 
accordingly the exact time of the 
occurrence of the several military 
movements which were the subject 
of the committee's investigation, say: 

"The fourth (colored) diyision was 
also ordered to advance, and did so 
under a heavy lire. They succeeded 
in passing the white troops, already 
in, but in a disorganized condition. 
They reformed to some extent and 
attempted to charge the hill in front, 
but without success, and broke in 
disorder to the rear. This was about 
8 :45 A . M . , four hours after the explo- 
sion of the mine. * * * 

"At 9:45 A. M. Gen. Buruside re- 
ceived a peremptory order from Gen. 
Meade to withdraw his troops. * * 

"The troops were withdrawn Iw- 
tween one and two o'clock inconsid- 
erable confusion, caused by an as- 
sault of the enemy, and retiu'ne<l to 
the lines they had occupied in the 
morning." 

The error of Col. Eoman in plac- 
ing the orders of Gen, Meade to his 
corps commanders to suspend opera- 
tions and withdraw their troopn an- 
terior to the charge made by the \'ir- 
ginia brigade, shows exceptional want 
of care in the preparation of matter 
published to the world as history. 
Especially ia this true as Col. Ro- 
man was a staff-officer of Gen. Beau- 
regard, and ought to have been bet- 





"Tbatlhe^'altsuiS-mlli riiroIiiiiiinB.>f Ellluti'? iirl^di.- iiji in ihe ilalvof 1Lii> Tall nt Ihelr 
bnve iBtdei, Gen. Kleplien Ellioll, «nil flulni»|iieiitlr nniw the leailcnblii of Cul. F. W. Ktr- 
Muter, did tbelr whole ilutf , u clltl uther inlJMiUy by tbi-lc f\re rmm ilie Bftalu, none will 
denj." P.m. 
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ter informed as to the subject whereof 
he wrote* 

As to the statement that othei' 
troops besides the Virginia brigade 
tiuule the charge, aud that these 
triBips were four regiments aud part 
of a fifth, it may be safely afliimtHl 
that this is not according to the re- 
collection of auy of the men of Ma- 
hime's brigade who participated in 
the charge.l 

There may possibly have been, aud 
I have no doubt but that there were, 
a few individual members of the^e 
(.^irolina regiments who charged 
along with Mahoue's brigade, but, if 
any organized body, or bodies, of 
troops made the chargfi along with 
the Virginians, this important fact 
has hithei-to wholly escaped the at- 
tention of the men of this brigade. 

*In u pleaeatit corrflspondenoo I have had 
with Cul. McUaBter during the jear 1892. 
he has stoutly uontemled. as Btat«d In 
his letter to Oen. Beaiiregnrd, that Mn- 
houe'a comtnand did [lut arrive until tec 
o'clock or lat«r, and his views am embodied 
in Uh IntereatJDg lettsr which appears 
among the addenda to this address. Sev- 
eral otQaura aud men ot Col. McMaster's 
command ajtreo with him as to the matter 
In controversy, and Maj, Colt, in hie letter 
written August 2, 187a, from which an es- 
bact has tieen taken, expresses the opin- 
ion that tbe arrival of Mahone's troops was 
"near 11 o'ciock." 

Col. McMaster. MaJ. Colt, and al! who 
hold the opIiiloQ that the charge of Mahone's 
brlftode was made at auy time later than be- 
tween 8i and 9 o'clock are clearly in error, 
■ndthle, it isbeiieved.iseondusively shown 
I bjr documentary and other evidence, some 
of which will be found among the addenda. 
There Is a statement In Oen. Bunislde's 
ofllolai report of the action, made Aug. 13, 
' 18M, which ought to remove all controversy 
[ In the premises. In this report Gen, Bum- 
■ido, referring to the «h (colored) division, 



That there was gross mismajiaiiie- 
ment on the part of the Federain in 
not so arranging aud handling their, 
troops as to place them iu posseesion ' 
of Cemetery Ridge within a few 
minutes after the explosion of the 
mine none can dispute. 

That the gallant Bonth Carolinians 
of Elliott's brigade up to the dat« of 
the fail of their brave leader, Gen. 
Stephen Elliott, aud subsequently 
under the leadership of Col. F. W, 
McMaster did their whole duty, as 
did other inl'antry by their iire from 
the flanks, none will deny. 

That the artillery occupying the 
forts to the right and left and station- 
ed in rear of the Crater rendered 
most effective service is beyond ques- 
tion. 

That the Alabama brigade made 

Ions, then reformed as well as was possible 
beyond the Crater, and attempted to take 
the hill; was roetattheoutset by a counter- 
charge ol the enemy, broke In disaster to 
the rear, passed Uirougb the Crater and 
lines on the right, throwing Into confusion 
and drawing off with them many of the 
white troops, and ran to our lines. Tke 
enemy regained a portion of kia line on the 
rigU. This lean aboiit 8:45 A. M." (Italics 
mine.— G. 8. B.) 

Who were the Confederate troops here 
referred to as "the enemy" that regained a 
portion ot the Confederate line on Gen. 
Bumslde's right about B:45 a. u .? Did the 
gallant South Carolinians, or any other Con- 
federate troops, make a counter-charge and 
rugain any part of our captured lines north 
ot the Crater,!, e.. on Bumslde's right, be- 
fore Mahone's brigade did this very thing ? 
No: nor does anv one soclaim. Then "the 
enemy" referred to mnst necessarily have 
been Mahone's Virginia brigade, and, It this 
be true, the lime of its charge is Bsed by 
Oen. Bumside at 8:45 a. M- 

tCapt. W. Gordon McCabe. who was the 
adjutant of Col. Wllllani J. Fegram's bat- 
talion of artillery, was an eye-witness ot 
the charge, In an account of what he saw, 
sent me to-day, he says: 
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the final siiccessfiil charge has never 
been dispute. 

But that the charge of the Virginia 
brigade, eoramfnidetl by Gen. IJ. A. 
Weiaiger and directed by Gen. Wm. 
Mahone, made a little before nine 
o'clock in the morning, did the sub- 
Btantial work that led to the recap- 
tnre of the Crater aud the adjacent 
earth'-workB is a fact that will always 
stand out boldly on the pages of his- 
tory, and the fame of the brigade 
for its part in this brilliant a<;tion, 
increasing as time rolls on, will Bhiiie 
out in the imperishable records of 
the late war long after its actors shall 
have pasHed away . 

Weiaiger was an impetuoua, dash- 
ing man, among the bravest of the 
brave; Mahone, cool, courageous, 
and able, was by nature fitted for 



genei-alship as few men are, and none 
knew this better than the men of bis 
command. Wherever he led or 
placed them, they always felt a 
moral certainty that they were being 
properly led or placed, either to in- 
fiict the most damage on the enemy I 
or to have the«nemy inliid the least 
damage on them. Accordingly, on 
the morning of the charge at the 
Crater, there was not a man in the 
brigade, knowing that Gen, Mahone 
was present personally superintend- 
ing and directing the movement, that 
did not feel that we were to be prop- 
erly and skilfully handled, and 
would be put in Just when and where 
the most effective 8er\-ice coidd be 
rendered. This impression of these 
two commanders of the old brigade, 
whose names have passed into his- 
tory along with that of the eom- 



"At a little before 7 a. m. Col. Pograra re- 
ported with two battorlee IBrander'e and 
'the Furcein at Busbrod Jobneon'e head- 
quarters, nhlch were ea«f of the road and 
iruEDediately nortA ot the present llrst en- 
trance to Blaiidford Cemetery. 

"Gen. Johnson knew nothing of the ex- 
tent of the disaBter. He had nut even been 
to the front. Gen. Lee oame up while I 
was there, Col, Pegram having gone to the 
front to see where to put his guns. 

"Col. Pegram returned in a few rainutee, 
and, as un account of thi^ severe fire sweep- 
ing the planit road we could not move the 
guns up that road, we went bauk toward 
town until we reached the ravine. We 
puliod oui- guiiB along the ravine until we 
reached the reservoir. We went up the ra- 
vine along the uouree of Lieutenant Eun to 
a point near the bridge on New Road, which 
road being commanded by the enemy's guns, 
we had to ascend thetiiiitotbe north of this 
road. The bill Is very steep there, or was. 
We loft our caissons in the ravine at the 
toot of the reservoir, 'doubled teams' on the 
guna and pulled them square up this almost 



forward and oame Into battery about Qfty 



yards in the rear of the right of the Gee 
house, a oommaudinR position on the west 
side of the pianli road about Ave hundred 
yards in rear ot the Crater. 

"Our orders were not to Are at all, unless 
the enemy attempted to ro-inforoe the 
troops in the Crater, orthe troops there at- 
tempted to advance to Cemetery HiU. W« 
ran up piles of canister in front of caob 
gun, and then had to stand idle and take a 
heavy Ore. Col. Pegram and I want tor- 
ward to the Gee house to see what was go- 
ing on. We went up stairs and peeped 
tliroughthe bullet-holes (for the whole place 
woe riddled with bullets and were being 
further riddled while we ware there). From 
this position I saw Mahone's men lying 
down in the ravine. I saw no troops to 
their right or left. Suddenly they Jumped 
up, and with a wild yell charged and oai'ried 
the position occupied by the enemy north 
of the Crater. I never saw a thing done so 
quickly. Pegraiu and I yelled and clappt^J 
our hands and ran back and told our wen. 
It was the flrat good news we had to tell 
that day. 'Tanlum ndi,' as the fiotnan 
says. We pulled out of our portion at 
sunset." 
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tnand, I have felt tliat .justice re- 
ijuir«8 that I should here record. 

I feel, too, that I should not paas 
in aileuce the pliant Southerner, 
Capt . V . J . G irardey ,* who was 
sening ou Geu. Mahone's staff at 
.the time of the action, and wou by 
his conduct the commission of brig- 
•dier-general, dating from the 30th 
trf" July, 1864, and whose splendid 
eonduot on this and previous ocea- 
nons had commandeil the admira- 
tion of all of the men of our brigade. 
Xor should I pass in silence the 
daring deeds of Privates I>ean23 and 
Valentine,34 of the 12th. As the 
line was forming for the charge, each 
picked out and pointed to a stand of 
Fetieral colors and said he meant to 
have it. On the charge, l>efore 
reaching the works, Valentine re- 
wived a wound fi-om which he never 
recovered, and Dean was killed. 
JJoth men were members of the Pe- 
tersburg Old Grays. 

I have now, Comrades, finished 
my story of the Crater, not, how- 
ever, without a painful sense that as 
a record of this historic battle it is very 

'Capt. Glmrdpy was soon afterwards 
mode brlgEUJier- general, but h\a brltliaTit 
career was brought to an uarly close. He 
<ru killed iti aation wllhln a few weeks af- 
terrecslvlng h[B uamtuiseioD, nbluh dated 
bom the Crater. 



f"InBt«*d of receiving eleven bayonet 
[ wounds," eay&Capt. Geo. J. Eogera, late A. 
' Q. M.. A. N. v.. in aletter dated SeptemhiT 
\ ITth, 1890, "he received Htteen. • • • ■ 
I I Rineiiiber this distinctly, as I burled hie 
I body. • • • • Although a Noithern 
Lwan there was no more galluit spirit in the 



incomplete. Many brave and gallant 
deeds done by men on both sides have 
not been ' mentioned . To Capt. Mc- 
Calie's splendid narrative, already 
mentioned, to the Cch^hit/ article and 
other documents from which 1 have 
80 freely drawn, and to the many 
old soldiers who participated in the 
action yet alive, 1 must refer for 
much that I have necessarily omit- 
ted ; as, for instance, such deeds of 
valoras those of Capt. Wm. Wallace 
Broailbent, on the Confederate side, 
who fell pierced by eleven bayonet 
wounds, t and of Lieut. -C-ol. John A. 
BrosSjJ on the Federal side, who, 
attired in full uniform, fell riddled 
with bullets as he was conspicuous- 
ly i-allying his men for a forward 
move. What has been narrated to- 
night must be received only as a 
private soldier's individual impres- 
sions of the action, formed partly 
from personal knowledge and partly 
from information obtained from oth- 
ers and believed to be authentic. 
If the story told has interested or 
contributed to a clearer understand- 
ing of how the battle was fought 

Southern ranks. He was from New Jersey, 
but had lived Id RuBsei county, Va,, (or 
sevi^ral years before the war. He was oap- 
tain of the 'Sueaei Kifies,' Co. E, 16th Va. 
Infantry. 

tCol. John A. BroRS. of the 29th U. S. coU 
ored troops. Cul. Thomas, In his Cenlitry 
article, says: "As I gave the order (to 
charge) Lieut. -Col, John A. Broas, brother 
of Lieutenant-Governor Broasof Ohio, tak- 
ing the flag in hia own hands, was the drat 
man to leap from the works into the valley 
of death below. Ho had attired himeelf in 
full uniform, evidently with the intent of 
inspiring his men. He had hardly reached 
the ground outside the works before he tell 
to riee no more. He was conspicuous and 
magniflcont in his gallantry." 



J 
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and won, it will have served its pur- ''We on the left of the line were 
pgu^^ now under a brisk fire of musketry, 

the balls cutting up the ground all 

around us and wounding some of 
ADDENDA. our men. These shots seemed to 

come from the direction of the Cra- 
The following extracts from let- ter, which was to our right. E\'ery 

ters written and statements made minute or two there was a cjill for 
by imrticipsmts in the battle of the t^^ ambulance corps to take off a 

g-i 4, i-i. 11-4-: iTi.4. woundeil man, and the situation was 

Crater throw additional light upon , .,! , .,. mw^nvr * *« 

, *^ *^, becoming critical. It was apparent 
this action, and may be properly that the time had now arrived for 

here given: something to he done. The men 

Mr. J. Edward Whitehorne, of Pe- ^^^^ ^^^^^^ advance or fall back, as 

tersburg, Va.,who was first sergt^nt *^.^> J^'^"? ^P^f ^ becoiiung denior- 
^ .^ v^ V , ,. . . ahzed. I speak only of the extreme 

of Co. F, 12th \ a. i-egiment, m a i^ft of the line. 

statement made in July, 181H), says: ''AMiilst this was going on I was 
''At the battle of the Crater the astonished at the splendid handling 
company of which I was a member, ^^ » P^^^^ ^^ artillery to our left and 
(Co. F, 12th Va. regiment,) com- ^^^' ^^ ^^s throwing grape and 
manded by Capt. E. P. Scott, was can^ister, and ever>' shot seemed to 
on the extreme left of the line of ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^'^^^ occupied by the 
battle when formed on the slope of ^^^^Y- Kismg from the ground to 
the hill preparatory to the charge, ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ *^^se shots, I could 
and I as first sergeant of the compji- Pl^inb' see the Federals in great 
ny, counter-marcheil and fiiceil as we """^l^^rs jumping from their to our 
had been, was on the extreme left of f^^^*' ^* ^^^ earth-works as if prepar 
our company. From this position, i^K Jo charge. 

looking up the line as we lav on the '.'/^ f ^>' ^^ t*^^ position above de- 
ground, I noticeil that our line w;is ^^"^^^^ l^^r a few minutes, when a 
not straight, but slightly curveil, tnnuendous cheer from the right 
both fianks seeming to l>e a little ^^tei^ oiir ears. Looking up the 
more advam^ed than the centre. ^^"^ ^ ^'^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ "^*^t of the col- 
Some one directed us, when we ad- ^""" , ^"^ ^^^^" ^^^ charge. In 
vanml, not to move dirtvtlv to the stantly we on the left sprang to our 
front, but to oblique shiu-plV to the ^^^^ ;*"^ ^^"^^'"^ forward at a double 
right, and to reserve our fin^ until ^^*^^*^- *^^^ *">' knowledge of the 
we reiichiHl the brink of the ditih ^*^'^^^'" ^'^^^^^ ^^^ ^ received a gun-shot 
occupiiHl bv the enemv, and after '';^'^"^^^ ^^^^'^ disableil me from fur- 
delivering one vollev'to use the ther participiition m it, and before we 
bavouet. " ^^^ advanceil twenty paces." 

^'Looking to the front I counteil Lieut. Col. AVm. H. Powell, of 
fourteen flags tlyingfrom our works, the llth Intantrv U. S. Armv, from 
and the thought passeil through my ^.j^^^ ^..^^^^^^^^^ ;^ - 

mind that. It each tlag rt^pres^uiteil a , ^ "••'jr 

regiment, and our five depleteil reg- ^^'*^ral extrai'ts have been taken, 
iments bad to opp^ise that fonv, we writing under date of Julj- 20, lS90, 
had indeeil serious work. from Fort Abraham Lineohi, N. D., 




of whirfi poet he was then coiumim- charge betneen 8 aud 9 A. M., 06 I 
dant, says : rixaU it. I also remember the charge 



'■I thaiik yoii very much for the 



of the (Jeorgia brigade, which we 



prinwlcopvof your a<ld™« on the "l"? '■<'P'^«f, («l""' W o^lock,) 
»al)Joct of the Imltle of the 'ttater.' ""^ "^ ?!»"« " ^; ": , "r P«- 
Yoiir iw»„nt of the Confederate "'*">" <l»™e ™li of said charges 
.Ide of the affair, as far a« I could »"» "'"T "P* ,■ 5S """ f '?' F"" 
observe from the Union line, seems <"■'« "'."''"i "' "le ceutre looking 
to accord so well with my views as T^h/^'^f^""^^ u,- '"I^ 

to what took place, that I cannot but ]J^, *" <■}" "«''} . »l''«l™. »nii m 
think vou must be accurate in your the intervals my hring was directed 
lull dkcription. I saw vonr (Ma- "? 'J;' '™I»,"" ''"', 'T"?" '?u'" 
hone's) line when it prepared for the "Stt (Confederate left), where there 
6i*t eha.se. I left the Crater under I™ » talf-'lozen or so battle flags 
a heavy fire of canister, which one flymg.wme stack in the earth-works 
of yon; batteries was delivering, and ""'• ""''"' ■*'?£ J" "" -S""* "' 
retried that a charee was about to "lorlna""- P"" »' »■« t™PB 
!«■ made and retiu-nrf in time to see ™" <«P<»i<>l t« an enhlading Are 
It, and with orders to the brigade •""■ "J" "p?<l-!»mt, and said ire 
oannuindei-s to purii their tr^ps "." I"""' •° """'""Hy by a few 
forH-ard, but you might as well have ^^' 

tried to got bees out of a hive and "There was a charge made by a 
form them into line. As I said lie- small liody of troops (probably 400) 
fore, 1 am glad to have had the between 7 aud 8 A. M. They came 
pliiisure of reading your version of from the direction of where Mr. 
the alTair. As a regular officer at Griffith's house now stands, fkime 
that time I was so thoroughly dis- of them reached the outer rim of the 
glinted with the nianagemeut of the Crater and were taken in by us. I 
whole bnsiui«s, from the beginning, think I saved the life of one of them; 
tliiil it wa* with diiricnity I could be was a tall, lank, chap and had 
rwlraiu myself when writing about rushed up t« a depressiou in the 
it." earth and was down on hand and 

Mr. Howard Aston, of ZauMVille, ■""*":. Several rifles were leveled 
.... , ,^ ' ., ' upon him when Icriwl, 'Don't shoot! 

Obio, from whose recent article in Do„>t ,^^^1. He'll surrender.' I 
the Zaiiesville Cuurier, several ex- called for him to come in . He drew 
tracts have been taken, in a letter to back as if he was going to dodge to 
Messrs. Calianiss & Co., of Peters- '*'*™^ shelter of earth to his right, 

bniB, Va., under date of August 20, "?"" ' '"T''''" "" °'^ ">'",'' TI "'"; 
"' ' *' ' o.a, 'Come here, you d— d fool, or I 

'»'''''»»>'«= wiU shoot.' Johiuiie crawled in 

"Gepttlemen: Yoor enclosure of and huddled down with others to- 
l pamphlet on 'Crater' battle duly re- wards the bottom of the Crater and 
I Ceived. I have delayed acknowledg- I paid no attention to him after this. 
tinig receipt until I had peruswl same. He may have been killed afterwards, 
I Now I wish Ut thank yon for the fa- for the aheUfi from a small mortar 
I Tor, for it is highly appreciate<l. battery to oui- right front dropped 
I Mr. Bernard's article is well writ- every few minutes in our midst, 

*~ and dt«<!ribeM Mahone's first sometimes bursting just m they 
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would Strike the earth, at others 
just alwve 118, the pieces killing or 
wounding those nearest. I cun tes- 
tify that the boys who worked those 
luorlai'B got the rauge admirahli/ {for 
them — but not for ua). I fired over 
fiO roiiuds from the Crat«r and near 
liy and when the last chai^ was 
made dodged back to onr line, and I 
<litl not see another man get hack 
after T reached it. 

"Again thanking you, and with 
kindest regards U> each member of 
the firm, 

"I am, very truly, 

"Howard Astos." 

Capt. Freeman 8. Bowley, of San 
Fi'ancisco, Cal., first lieutenant of 
(kmipany H, Thirtieth "U. S. Colored 
Troops, from whose address before 
the Calit<>mia commaudery of the 
Loyal Legion much interesting mat- 
ter has already been drawn, writing 
from San Francisco, under date of 
November 9th, 1890, says: 

' 'Your letter with article on Peters- 
burg Crater received. I read it with 
gieat interest. It is by far the most 
exhaustive and complete account 
that has ever been published. The 
only eriticisra that I would like to 
make is this: You over-estimate the 
number of men in the white regi- 
ments. Excepting the 14th N, Y. 
Heavy Artillery, and the 2d Pa. 
Heavy Artillery, the white i-egi- 
mente probably did not average 125 
men each. They had suffered so in 
the Wilderness campaign that bri- 
gades would not make a fair sized 
regiment. Your 'old negro' was not 
uiy 'Sergeant Oifer.' He (Ofl'er) got 
out all right. 

"Do you remember seeing the 
breast-work of dead men piled 
acnws the traverse at the right (Fed- 
eral) side of the Crater! I had 



charge of the party that bnilt that 
pile, and, when I have told the story 
since, I have seen the incredulous 
looks, and it would be pleasant for 
me to have it corrolwrated, espt^ial- 
ly by one of Mahoue's brigade. 

"I have always claimed that the 
battle was one of the most despei-ate, 
bloody and fearful, for those who 
were eng^ed, of any of the war. 

"My old colonel, (Jen. Delevan 
Bates, of Aurora, Nebraska, led our 
■■egiment and we led the Fomth 
division." 

Gen. Bates, in response to a letter 
asking his recollections of the l>at- 
tle, in a statement furnished in Jan- 
uaiy, 1891, says: 

"On the 22d of July. 1804, as com- 
manding officer of the 30th U.S. CVjI- 
ored Troops, 1 was informed by the 
brigade commander tbat a part of the 
Confe<lerate line was being under- 
mined and when this mine wag ex- 
ploded an assault would be made by 
the Union forces and that the color- 
ed division of the 9th corps ha<l 
t>een selected to take the ad\ance. 

"The location of the fort was 
pointed out and the part that the 
30th U. S. Coloreii Troops was to 
perform was given me in detail, as 
was also the work of the other regi- 
ments of the brigade. 

"The 30th regiment was to ad- 
vance immediately after the explo- 
sion, as rapidly iis possible to the 
Crater, and then turn to the left, and 
sweep down the line of breastworks 
as far as possible and hold the far- 
thest point gained. It was expected 
the confusion would be so great that 
forty rods at least and perhaps a 
much farther distance would be se- 
cured, 

"Another rt^ment was selected to 
do the same work on the right of the 
Crater, going just as far us poasibl 




"Hj old colonel, (fen. DtileViQ Bates, of Aurora, Nebraska, U-1 our resiment ai 
the FouTtli division." P. 18!. 

"In a few moments a stair-olllppr, hiwtlly appronohlnir. asked for (he brigade « 
Not readily finclliiB thlB o<B««r ho turned to me stHleald, 'Cul. It«lG<, achaigcmmtbamiilla 
on Cemetery Bill at onec.' • • • Anounce of lead utruck mo jiistlnrtoDtoT the ri^ 
ear, paesed aboie the roof of the miiuDi, and came out close bchlud tbe left ear." P. MI. 
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This would make a fair opeiiiug for 
the troops following to make a bee- 
line for the battery on the elevated 
ground near the cemetery, which we 
understood was the key to this jfert 
of the line. 

"For several days our brigade 
was drilled in just the movements 
tliat we were expected to go through 
wheu the explosion Hbould come. 
Time after time did my regiment go 
through the imaginary advance, the 
tnru to the left and the advance 
along the line of the breaat-workB. 
Every officer and every private knew 
his place and what he was expected 
to do. Without a single command 
tlie part assigned to each could have 
l»een carried ont, and 1 sincerely be- 
lieve that the assault would have 
been a successful one, for the scheme 
wuH admirably planned. 

"But the night before the assault 
was made the plan was changed by 
some one and the white troops were 
»eiit ill, apparently withont an idea 
of what they were to do. Prom the 
action of the division that went in 
immediately after the explosion one 
would think they neither knew what 
to do or how to do. No advantage 
appears to have been taken of the 
demoralized condition of the enemy, 
bat all stopped at the Crater until 
all the surprise was over, when of 
coarse it was too late to expect suc- 

CfflS. 

"Why the colored division was 

ordered in after a full two hours had 

elapsed and all the reinforcements 

' had arrived in our front that were 

I deemed necessary to hold the uneap- 

I tnred portion of the line, I never 

[knew. Nor did I have a definite 

r jdea of what we were expected to do. 

"The order to me was to go in by 

Ldivision front, which order was 

?omptly obeyed, although by the 

me the Ci-alei' was reached our di- 



vision front had vanished and we 
were rapidly moving by companies. 
My regiment entered the Confeder- 
ate lines at the right of the Crater 
as we faced from the Union lines. A 
number of prisoners were taken and 
a fire was opened at the Confedei'ates 
still farther to the right, 

"In a few momenta a stafl'-officer, 
hastily approaching, asked for the 
brigade commander. Not readily 
finding this officer he turned to me 
and said, '(^1. Bates, a ohai'ge must 
be made on Cemetery Hill at once,' 

"The aurronndiugs were such that 
a line of battle could not be formed 
and all that 1 eonld do was to order 
an advance to the front, which order 
was promptly obeyed by my regiment 
and such portions of the other regi- 
ments of our brigade as were near 
UB. We reached the open plain be* 
yond the line of breast-works in 
which we were partially protected 
before the move to the front. 

"How far we went I do not know, 
for a volley from our front and right 
disabled about one-half of our ofii- 
officers and one-third of the privates. 

"I have been told that Ransom's 
North (Jarolina brigade occupied the 
breast works from which the volley 
came. 

"An ounce of lead struck me just 
in front of the right ear, passed 
above the roof of the mouth, and 
came out close behind the left ear. 

"The fighting of Mahone's brig- 
ade, so well described by you, did 
not occnr until some time after I was 
shot. No doubt they did well, for 
I have faced the Vii^nia troops too 
many times to cast any reflections 
upon their- valor. I saw Pickett's 
division at Gettysburg make a 
charge as ill-advised as was oui-s at 
the Crater. They were as badly cut 
to pieccfl and met as disastrous a de- 
feat as did we; but they did all that 




moa could do, and so did the color- brigade tlirough the rest of the war." 
wi division. Perhaps it may be iu- Mr. Wm. C. Smith, of Nashville, 
terestlng to some to know how I felt Tenn., and acting ensign of the 12th 
when the bullet passed throngh niy Virginia regiment, writing from that 
head, and what the first thoughts , ,,.,„ . 

were after being wounded. I did P^*^ ^^'^^^ '^^^ "^ September 8th, 
not think of home, nor heaven, nor 1S90, says: 

death, nor my farm-llfe.> I was "Among those who reached the 
Blightly dazed, but realized that I works, however, and who did effec- 
was seriously injured, and felt that tive work, was Emmet Riehartison, 
I must get to the i-ear as soon as a tall, strong, athletic fellow, who, 
possible. I did not fall, nor did I after discharging his gun, did t«rri- 
feel any pain whatsoever. To reach ble work with the bayonet and with 
the breastworks where shelter conld the butt of his gun. No less than five 
be obtained was tiie first impnlse. of the enemy fell beneath the t«rri- 
I presume that I staggered, for sev- hie strokes of this powerful man. 
eral of the men came to my assist- He was a member of Co. K, of the 
ance. A feeling of fainting then 12th, Capt. Djck Lewellen'soldcom- 
came over me, and water was asked pany. Joe Maclin will remember, 
for. A canteen-full was poured ,10 doubt, the man, and aJso the in- 
upon my head and I revived. I was eident, as he was very near by at the 
carried at once to our lines, and time himself. I have lost sight of 
when almut half the distance was Richardson entirely since the war, 
pas8<!d an experience was undergone i don't know whether he is living or 
which will never be forgotten. A not, though I hope he is, and it wonid 
charge of canister was tired at ns be very gratifying to know that he 
from the battery at the right of the has uuide as good a citizen as he made 
Crater. The men who were carry- a good and faithful soldier * 
ing me saw the discharge of the gim "The battle-flag of the Twelfth 
and dropped to the ground. Such a i-egimeut on that occasion, which was 
shrill, deathly, sound as was made comparatively new and which had 
by that charge passing abont two been little used {the old battle-flag 
feet above us, God knows I never having been so badly torn and put 
want to hear again. Once within away for safe-keeping), had never 
om- lines my wound was simply been touched by a bullet of the ene- 
dressed with cold water. The sec- my up to the morning of July 30th, 
ond day saw me on board a vessel 1804, though it ha<i been carried in 
for New York, and soon a mother's eeveral engagements prenous to the 
hand was kindly nursing the wound- battle of the Crater. On the morn- 
ed soldier. I was but twentyfonr ing in question, however, it had l>een 
years of age and in perfect health, riddled by bullets. The staff also 
The wound rapidly healed without was badly shattered. Immediately 
pain or inconvenience, except a stif- after getting posaeesion of the works, 
fened jaw ana partial deafness, the acting ensign examined the flag, 

Eight weeks saw me in front of Pe- '■ 

tersburg once more, and the expe- 'Thos. E. Rlohanlson, orderly Borgoant 
rienc* of the battle of the Crater of hlBcompany, fonncrljof pptirBburgwid 
pavo trip Hie stjir nf a. hmvpt liriim '""'' "' Klchmond, Va. Ho hue madn w 
ga^ome Uiestaroi a t>rovet-l)riga- ^ood a dtlzon as ho made a gi>o,l and fallh- 
uier-geueral and the command of a fui mldier. 
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B veil as the stafi', aud found that 
D the charge hre shots hiul pa&sed 
through th«r Imnting, and three shots 
bad slrut-k the ataff. It was then 
|danted on the works, but ere the 
Iftpee of a minute it was knocked 
down by a shot from the enemy. It 
B replaced in the works, hut was 
m knocked down again by another 
*ot. Again it was planted in the 
fe'orks, and the third time was 
knocked down by a shot from the en- 
my. and this time the staff was so 
badly shattered a& to render it neces- 
j to reinforce it by splicing with 
■ ram-rod, in order to hold the pieces 
of the staff together, which being ac- 
Wmptished, it was again planted in 
the works. 

"At the close of the light on the 
SOth an examination was made of 
t flag and the staff, and, by actual 
QOtnit, it waa found that seventy-five 
shots had passed through the flag, 
itnd nine shots had struck the statT. 
On the return of the brigade to its 
fimner position near WiUcox's farm, 
the acting ensign of the 12th whm sent 
for and ordered to report to Gen. 
Uahoue at his heatlqtiarters. On 
Kaching Mahone's headcjuarters the 
presented him with one of 
Hie staffs of the U. S. Hags captured 
by the brigade at the Crater, This 
B^ was reduced in size somewhat 
and the battle-flag of the 12th regi- 
ment transterred to it. This was 
the staff surrendered at Appomattox 
Court-House, The remnant of the 
flag-staff carried in the battle of the 
Crater, with the original fractures 
and several bullet-marks still visible 
upon it, is in the possession of the 
acttng ensign of the 12th Virginia 
regiment on that occasion, by whom 
H is held as a precious reUc of one 
of the most brilliant achievements 
»f the war. 
"I recall auother incident which 



was related to ine on the day follow- 
ing the battle, by Da^id McConlchie, 
a Scotchman, and a member of that 
splendid company, the Bichmond 
Giays. He said he was an eye wit- 
ness to a fierce hand to hand contest 
between Thomas S. Walsh, of the 
Bichmond Grays, and a Fedei-al 
officer. Walsh, with his gun and 
Ijayooet, and the Federal officer, with 
his sword, parried vigorously with 
each other, each struggling for the. 
mastery, when all at once, Walsh, 
who was very expert in the bayonet 
exei-cise, made a successful lunge, 
driving his iiayonet through the 
body of the officer, and the latter, 
notwithstanding, ma^le a cnt at Walsh 
afterwards with his sabre. Walsh 
was 8ubse<|uently kiUed himself in 
the battle ou the 19th of August, 
while standing by the side of Gen. 
Weisiger and the writer. Walsh 
was small in stature, but strong and 
active, and a mpre gallant and faith- 
ful soldier was not known in the bri- 
gade. David Mcttouichie will be re- . 
membered, no doubt, by many of the 
surriving members of the 12th regi- 
ment, who reside in Petersburg. He 
was a faithful soldier, and a gentle- 
man of uu(iuestionable veracity." 

Mr, John E, Laughton, Jr., of 
Bichmond, Va,, first lieutenant of 
Co. D, 12th Va. regiment, in a state- 
ment made in September, 18S0, says: 

"I commanded Co. C, of the brig- 
ade sharp-shooters, which company 
was on the extreme right of the bat- 
talion of sharp-shooters. Aportion 
of the works to be attacked by the 
Virginia brigade was taken and held, 
and the portion which the Georgia 
brigade was expected to take was 
not re-captured by them, even aftei' 
a second attack . 

"I was desperately wounded in 
three places when within thii-ty feet 
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of the l)rea«t-works, and at the first 
voUuy from a concentrated fire of 
aovei-al lines niiissed for a forward 
inovemeut. The Are was not only 
from the direct fiont, bnt was also 
an enfilading fire, which came from 
those of the enemy in the Crater, 
thin beuig to our right. The pro- 
portion of wounded and killed in 
the sharp-shooters was exceedii^ly 
large. 

The battalion went into the fight 
with 104 men and officers, and of 
these 94 men and officers were killed 
and wouude*!. Of the nine officers 
present eight were shot thioiigh the 
breast. Lient, Fiith, of Ohester- 
fielU county, Va,,allhonghoneof the 
most gallant of my associates, es- 
t^ped unhurt. 

"The present* of the sharp-shoot- 
ers in this a^jtion was aceidental. 
Their usual <lnty waa day service 
ou the front line, where they did 
picket, skirmish anjl vidette duty, 
from which they were relieved every 
night by some portion of the regular 
troops. On the night Iwfore the 
battle of the Crater the right wing 
of the 6th Va. reliei-ed them, aod 
thet^ll for the bi-igade to get under 
ai'ms on the morning of the 30th was 
before it was time to send out the 
sharp-shooters to take their then 
osual position on the picket line in 
fi-ont of the iutrenchments ou the 
"Willcox farm. So the battaliou went 
along with the balance of the brig- 
age iu the place of the right wing of 
the llth Va., and accordingly occu- 
pic<l the extreme right of the brig- 
ade line of battle." 

Capt. James E. Phillips, of Rich- 
mond, Va., first lieutenant of Co, G, 
IL'th Va. r^meut, iu a statement 
furnished in September, ISilO, says: 

'■t"fcn. Mahone orderetl the men to 
ll.\ Imyouets and lie down and in the 



charge not to fire a shot until the 
works were taken. As I x>asscd one 
of the angles in the ditch by which 
we approached the ravine from whieh 
the chaise was made I saw the works 
north of the Crater filled with 
thousands of the enemy— they at i 
least so appeared to me. I counted , 
21 fiags flying from the C^ter and 
these works. This sight gave me no | 
hope of ever getting away alive. 

"We were now i-eady for the 
charge, but Wright's brigade whinfa 
was to support iiB was not yet in po- 
sition. It was at the time pasHing 
along iu the raviue immediately be- 
hind ns to take its position on oar 
right. Many of the enemy I saw 
tumbling over to onr side of the 
Yireast-works, The men on the right 
of our line begau to fire, although 
this was gainst orders. ThiH made 
it necessary for the left of the line 
to advance at once — for it was life or 
death with ue — which we did with 
a Confederate yell that wurit^d every- 
thing before it. The sight wa-s the 
grandest I ever witnessed. Those 
on the left of the line rejiched the 
works soonest, as we had the short- 
est distance to go." 

Mr. Eichard B. Uavis, of Peters- 
burg, Va., who was a member of the 
Petei-sburg Kifiemeu, Co. E, 12th 
Va. regiment, in a statement made 
iu January, 1891, says: 

"At the battle of the Crater 1 was 
serving as a member of the corps of 
sharp-shooters of Mahone's briga<Ie, 
having l>e<in detailed along with Pri- 
vate James A. Farley aud Sergeant 
Marcellus W. Harrison, of our com- 
pany, for that 8er\-ice, some time be- 
fore the date of the l>attle. 

****** 

"We got into position, the 6th 
Va. i-egiment being fartht«t to the 
right, our sharp-shooters taking^ 



place (if one wing of the 6th regi- 
ment, and then the balance of the 
liri^Tiide in. ordur. As we lay there 
Tor a motaeut or two awaiting orders, 
we had a full view of the Fiideral 
lnK>p8 occupying our works to the 
left of the Crater foimed by the ex- 
pUiRioD. Our right did not extend 
as far as a point opposite to the 
(.'nitor itself. The battle-flags seem- 
ed Almost as thick as (Htrnstalks in 
» row, and the whole face of the 
earth, iacludiug the ditch which our 
men formerly occupied, fairly teem- 
ed with the enemy. While we were 
thus lying, Farley pointed out to me 
a Uniteii States Hag which seemed 
t" have t)een planted in the ditch 
nearest us and said, 'Dick, when 
we start go for that flag.' 

■•Suddenly we heard to our front 
and left a shout as if the Federals 
were about to charge, and, looking 
in that direction we saw, or thought 
we saw, I he enemy charging down 
on onr lines. The men sprang to 
their feet and cried, 'Charge boys!' 
and away we went over the fi(;kl 
wilb fixed bayonets, but not firing. 
I shall never forget the magnificent 
appearance of that long line of tjit- 
lered nuiforma as it swept in spleu- 
did form across the tiehi in the face 
of a tremendous fire that with every 
step was thinning onr ra,nks. Among 
the first, Lieut. John E. Laiightiin 
fell, shot through the breast. The 
next man struck, as well as I now 
rememljer, was B, F. Eckles, of Co. 
A. who fell shot through the ankle. 
After him, when we had gotten right 
npto the ditch, Marcellus Harriwu 
■"as shot in the face (the muzzle of 
tile gnu not being three feet from 
bim) and instantly killed. Farley 
I I never saw afterwai-ds. He was 
I suppose. His body was 
r recovered . 

better fortune I kepi on 




until we got within five feet of the 
ditch where the B'ederals lay. It 
was literally filled with them, crouch- 
ing in every conceivable attitnde, 
with their palms raised, crying for 
quarter. As we got near I noticed 
a Federal officer especially, with 
drawn pistol, walking along as best 
he could, and swearing he would 
shoot the first man that surrender- 
ed. Others of our men noticed the 
same thing, as some one cried ont, 
'Shoot the otticere!' and immediate- 
ly all of us fired — that is, all except 
me; my gnn snapped. I stjock the 
butt of the gnn on the gronnd to 
shake the powder into the tube pre- 
paratory to another trial, when I 
was shot through the right arm, 
just above the elbow. 

"I had, however, reached the flag 
that Farley had pointed out, and, 
stripping it from the staff, I jumped 
with it into the ditch. Just then 
Capt. Broadbent, who was in com- 
mand of our sharp-shooters, cried 
out, 'Come on, boys, they have cap- 
tured Rogers (meaning Col. Rogers, 
of the 6th)!' and we passed along 
with him to the right, where there 
seemed to be a hand-to-hand strug- 
glegoingon. Broadbentfiredhispis- 
tol several times into the crowd and 
Rogers was re-captured, I learned. 
About this time there was a rush of 
men from the other side of the em- 
bankment into the trench where we 
were and Broadbent was killed. All 
this occmred in less than half the 
time it takes to narrate it. Looking 
up the trench to the right, I saw the 
Federals about the rim of the Crater 
getting a Napoleon gun into posi- 
tion in the trench to &re down it. 
To my left, probably twenty steps, 
there was an immense traverse cut- 
ting ofl' all view of the line in that 
direction. Looking around I saw 
very few, or none of our men, and, 
seeing the piece of artillery being 
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gotten into position to rake the curred on the east, or outside, of oar 

trench, I determined to risk the run breaat-worka — my remark havioig 

over the traverse into the trench be- reference only to the Federals with- 

yond, where I was sore our men in my vision in the trench on the 

were. Starting out with that pur- west side of our breast-works. W© ' 

pose, I had gone but a few steps, engaged them hand-to-band in the 

when I hoard aome one aay, 'Bayo- traveraes and ditch behind the 

net that man!' and filled with horror breast- worka. I remember firingmy 

I sprang out of the works and ran g;nQ when we gave the scattering 

back towards the ravine from which fire that I have already mentioned 

we commenced the charge, and, as given before the charge was made, 

reaching it, fell prone on the eartli, and I had no time to load again, 

face downwards, perfectly exhaustr Consequently all the fighting that I 

ed. When I got to the rear I re- did after arriving at the works was 

member looking under my jacket for with the bayonet and butt of my 

the flag I tore off as above narrated gun. I remember seeing a negro 

and had stuffed there for safe keep- who had the most fiendish counten- 

ing. The flag, however, was gone, ance that I have ever seen, with the 

but in the jacket about the place muzzle of his gun in close proiimity 

where the flag had been were two of Meade Bernard's head. There 

buUet-hoIes, besides three other bul- was a malicious grin on his face. I 

lot-holes, one about the left shoulder, expected him to tire before I could, 

the other two in the right sleeve, the strike him, but I struck htui over 

latter made by the bullet which had the head with the butt of my gun 

Eierced my arm. I think I must and knocked him down before be 
ave dropped the flag in the works." could accomplish his manifest pur- 
Mr. Putnam Stith, of Petersburg, Po^^- I ^^ state here that several 
Va., in a atatement furnished in ^"^f^ '" my dreams in the twenty 
.» , a ^vcuiouu U..110 n Qij^ years that have elapsed since 
November, 1891, says: the battle of the Crater I have seen 
"I was at the Crater as a member this same negro with the same hor- 
of Co. E (Petersburg Riflemen), 12th rible countenance I have described 
Va. regiment, Mahone's brigade, and which impressed itself on my 
As we filed out from the covered memory ho deeply, 
way into the raNdne in rear of our i jo not remember anything else 
works from which the charge was particularly except that a member 
made, I saw Gen M ah one standing ^f our company (I think it was John 
at the angle of the covered way, or Crowji^and myself were exchanging 
ditch, personally directing the move- congratulations on getting through 
ment of the men. We formed the another fight safely when I was shot 
line of battle in the ravine, and m through the shoulder. This was a 
a few minutes some of the enemy ^^ minutes after we reached the 
then in our works started to charge ^o^ks, and we regarded the fight- 
upon us, and some of our men, with jy^ as practically over. I went back 
out any order that I remember, gave to the rear, going along the same 
them a scattering fire, which result route by which we had reached the 
ed m their retmng mto the works, ravine from which the charge was 
'Immediately after this fire we ^ade, and when near Hannon'a 
made the charge. The enemy in ice-pond I seated myself behind a 

the trench did not leave the works, . 

I cannot say as to anything that oc- a. Juuu e. craw. □( wuiuiaKiou, > 
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tree to rest, very weak and faint 
from loss of blood. Heariof? ii 
^oaD from behind a tree iiear me, 
and, looking to soe from whom it 
came, I discovered to my satisfac- 
tion and pleasure that it came from 
my friend Dick Davis, who was 
wounded in the arm. We made our 
way together up the ravine near the 
H&nooD poud to the ambulances. 
Doctor Vauce probed our wounds 
aud ^ave each of us a driuk of 
whiskey, put ua in an ambulance 
and Kent us to McUwaine's Grove, 
where Dr. James W. Claiborne, our 
brigade- surgeon, was. When we 
got into Sycamore street, near tlie 
home of Prof. W. T. Davis (Dick's 
father), Dick told a boy to tell his 
father he was slightly wounded (in 
point of fact he was severely wound- 
(xll and wa.'i on his way to Mcll- 
wiune's Grove. In less than a half 
liour after we got there Prof. Davis 
srrived with a bottle of home-made 
wino in each hand ; and that wine, 
in addition to the whiskey that Dr. 
Claiborne and Dr. Vance had al- 
ready given us, saved two lives." 

Judge D. M. Bernard, of Peters- 
burg, Va., mentioned in the fore- 
going statement as "Meade Ber- 
nard," a member of the Petersburg 
Eiflemen, in a letter dated June 28, 
1892, says : 

"The account, given in your ad- 
litess before A. P. Hill Camp, of the 
battle of the Crater, agrees so en- 
tirely with my recollection of it, and 
is so full, that it leaves me but little 
to say on the subject. 

"I have a very strong impression 
that we slept upon our arms the night 
preceding this battle and that it was 
ihis fact, amongst others, that led us 

believe that our commanding gen- 

lI had anticipated what occurred 

that memorable day. 

'When the order came for our 



command to move I was at the spring 
filling the canteens for our mess, and 
when I returned to the trenches I 
found the brigade about to move. I 
distributed the canteens, got my rifle 
and filed into ranks. We all believed 
that the move meant fight, but when 
and where I, at least, did not know 
until we had gone some distance, 
when Cftpt. Noroorne Starke, of Gen. 
Hill's staff, rode up and called me to 
him. He dismounted and we walked 
along together, he leading his horse. 
He then told me that a mine had 
been sprung at the Elliott salient, 
that the enemy in large force had 
occupied a portion of our lines and 
that our mission was to charge and 
dislodge them and re-establish the 
broken Hues. 

"Capt. Starke and myself had the 
same sweetheart. At least I know 
that I was very much in love with 
her and I ihoviiht he was. I had, 
during the war, worn in the watch- 
pocket of my pants a little locket 
with a most excellent daguerreotype 
of this lady, and whenever I met 
Capt. Starke — and I met him fre- 
quently — ho would invariably ask 
me to lot him look at this picture and 
never failed to beg me for it. Of 
course I did not comply with this 
request. On the occasion in ques- 
tion, after speaking of the hot and 
perilous work we were about to en- 
gage in, and of the probabilities that 
both he and I would be killed, he 
said, 'Meade, if you should be kill- 
ed in this fight and I survive, will 
you agree that I may take that locket 
from your pocket and keep it as my 
own, if I rescue your body and see 
that it has a decent burial in your 
square in Blandford?' I a^eed 
and the bargain for my burial was 
struck. I marched on, trying to be 
cheerful, but my heart was heavy. 

"About this time we had reached 
the point where we were ordered to 
doff our knapsacks, Ac, and get 
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ready for action. I do not remember 
that I did, but I have no doubt I did, 
hope that by some means it might 
fall to my lot to act as guard for their 
luggage while the other boys were 
fighting, but such was not my lot. 
In a few moments we were moving 
towards the field of battle. I think 
ve marched left in front, so that 
when we emerged from the covered 
way into the ravine from which we 
charged our line of battle was form- 
ed under the order, 'on the left by 
file into line.' 

"I remember very distinctly, just 
as I left the covered way to turn up 
the ravine, there seeing Gen. Mahone 
superintending the formatioii of his 
line and speaking words of encour- 
agement to the men. I also, just at 
this point, remember seeing a mem- 
ber of Gen. Elliott's command who 
said to U8, 'Show them no quarter, 
boys, they raised the black flag on 
UB and showed us none.' I have also 
an indistinct recollection that thi^ 
same soldier informed us that a large 
portion of the enemy we bad to meet 
were negroes. 

"After I got my position in line I 
raised my head and looked towards 
the enemy, wlieu it became evident 
to me, judging from the number of 
battle-Hags I saw floating from the 
works in front of ub, that we were 
about to fight against enormous 
odds. My recollection ia that I hur- 
riedly counted twenty-one of these 
flags. I got back into my position 
in line feeling that my earthly career 
was approaching its close, and I of- 
fered to Almighty God a short, but 
perhaps the most earaest and fer- 
vent prayer I had ever uttered, to 
spare my life, or, if not, to save my 
soul. I felt that this prayer would 
be answered, I did not know how, 
nor, if I remember correctly, did I 
care very much. I felt more thor- 
oughly than I had ever done before 
th^ I was iu God's hands and that 



he would do what was best for mo, 
"Soon after Capt. Jones had given 
us the little address you so accurate- 
ly describe — I do not remember ex- 
actly how long — I happened to raitie 
my head and saw the enemy crowd- 
ing over the breast-works as if about 
to make a charge upon us. Just at 
this moment Capt. Girardey, who waa 
behind and a little to my right, wav- 
ing his sword, sprang over our line, 
saying, 'Charge! Follow me!" The 
manner in which this command was 
obeyed I shall not attempt to des- 
cribe. It is a matter of history, read : 
by the world. 

"Most of the men obeyed the order 
given by Capt. Jones not to fire onr 
guns until we reached the works in 
which the enemy was intrenched. 
Arrived at these, I 6red my ^n into 
a mass of human beings, with what 
effect I do not know, nor do I care 
to know, As soon as I fired I sprang 
into one of the numerous traverses 
that ran through aud about the lines 
of the breast works and ditches that 
constituted the fortifications at this 
point. This traverse, by a somewhat 
winding route, led directly iuto the 
main ditch at this point. I followed 
it, meeting several unarmed, terrified 
negroes, some wounded and some 
not, all begging for mercy and tir- 
ing to get to our rear, until it brought 
me to this main ditch. It seems that 
there was one Confederate soldier — 
a mere youth — ahead of me in this 
traverse and on his way to the main 
ditch, but, in consequence, I sup- 
pose, of its winding nature, I did 
not see him, or, if I did, I did not 
notice him until I entered the main 
ditch. This youth was one of El- 
liott's brigade, who, with several 
others of Lis comrades, as I have al- 
ways understood, charged along 
with us. As soon as I entered the 
main ditch, which was filled with the 
enemy, white and black, in perfect 
confusion, some rasning and so ma 
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itin^, I saw this youth to my left 
lin^ with hie back against the 
tst-work, with a large negro sol- 
dier staoding over him, with musket 
in hand, Rtteinpting to send hia bay- 
onet intohiB body, the youth haying 
hold of the bayonet and resisting 
with all hia might the efforts of the 
negro to stick it into him. I imme- 
diately made for them, lunged my 
bayonet at his side, but, either from 
bad aim on my part or quick motion 
on hia, the bayonet, instead of en- 
tering his body and putting an end 
to him, struck plumb upon his hip 
hone. He immediately tamed loose 
his gun and seized mine before T 
coold recover myself for another 
lunge at him, and endeavored to dis- 
arm me, and would perhaps have 
done so, but for the fact that I was 
possessed of considerable physical 
strength. While this negro and I 
were scuffling over my gwn a Fed- 
eral lieutenant, a white man, with 
pistol drawn and pointed to my 
face, ordered me to surrender, which 
perhaps I would have done but for 
ibefact that at that moment our boys 
who had not been so fortunate, or 
Dofortunate (I don't know which) as 
lo have struck a traverse leading 
into the main ditch, but had to climb 
8S best they could over the ditches 
ud breast works, were pouring over 
the embankments into the ditch 
where I was, and I saw it was safer 
to light on than to surrender. So I 
declmod to sun'ender, or rather, went 
on with my efforts to get control of 
my gun. This lieutenant then pulled 
[rigger, but his pistol snapped. As 
itaick as thought he again cocked it, 
»nd, putting it to my face, pulled 
trigger and it fired, but it was so 
close to me, that, as it fired, it was 
knocked out of position by my arm 
Bod its charge missed me. Before 
lie could get ready for another fire a 
lember of the Richmond Grays, 
Take Old, X believe it was — had 



pierced him with hia bayonet and he 
fell to the ground. Just at this juDO- 
ture^t all happened in less than 
one-tenth of the time I have taken to 
tell about it— the youth whom I had 
rescued had picked up a large army 
pistol and with its butt end knocked 
my negro antagonist a blow ou the 
forehead which felled him to the 
ground, a dead man (I think), and 
left me master of my gun and unhurt. 

"I then stepped back into the tra- 
verse for the purpose of loading my 
gun, and came very neardoingavery 
sad piece of work with its loa3. Just 
as I, with loaded gun, returned into 
the main ditch, an officer with uniform 
almost exactly like that worn by the 
Federal officers ran by me from left 
to right, going in the direction of the 
Crater, where the enemy were hud- 
dled together, pressing with all their 
might to get cover in the hole, some 
of them crying out, 'We surrender!' 
some waving white handkerchiefs, 
and some — a !/>'<^ti lottiiy, it seemed 
to */>c — shooting back at us. I raised 
my gun to shoot this officer as he ran 
from me, but, just as I was about to 
pull trigger, he hallooed to those of 
the enemy whose shots were worry- 
ing UB, 'Stop shooting, if you wish 
to surrender!' and as I did not feel 
like doing an injury to one who 
seemed so anxious to do good to me, 
I uncovered him and let fly at the 
pestiferous shooters whom he was 
trying to quiet. As I fired this offi- 
cer turned towards me and I saw it 
was one of Gen. Beauregard's staff- 
officers who was dressed in his fa- 
tigue uniform. I remarked to him 
that I came very near shooting him 
and he replied that I would not have 
been at fault, as it was a very impru- 
dent thing in him to go into an ac- 
tion dressed as he was. 

"It was not far from this spot, but 
some minutes afterwards, that poor 
Emmet Butts fell right by my side, 
so dose that I heard and shall never 
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foro^ot the sonnd of the boll which innrk in 1876, or about that date, 

pierced his forehead and killed liim aays: 

instantly. He had just fired his "'hd ,.„ . „, „ -i,., , , ., 

at one if Ibe enemy, who w«8 Sin „ ^^'J- ^ ■? Etheredee, of the , 

ning at full speed from the Crater Fort vhrst regiment, displayed great 

ove? to the enemy's lines and who saU""''?. ,«;» "as always hiB cnstom 

fell so nearly at the crack of Emmefs J? ''"' '«'''■ t\ be jnmned m he 

gun that he, believing that he had f^^K^ braTe Federal soldier in the 

killed him, exclaimed? -I got himV front line fired throngh the IraTOiM 

which words had hardly fallen from ?°'l '""»'' ,« »»''■'<"■ »' ^« '">? ■ ^e 

his lips when ho fell a corpse. immediately dropped his empty mn^ 

...n, . ,, ,.,., . ., . ket and snatched another from a 

, .Ti'T.;? °?," ?">«'. ';,"l<'„'"'f"'loo' cowering comrade to kill Maj. Eth. 

of this battle that I will tell before ,„jj • ^j ^j, ju„„i„e the major, 

closing this letter. I saw that af ^,1,'' remarkable aolf-possession, 

tenioon the happiest man I had ever „„„ 1,1 „ ^^„ Federals who were 

before or have ever since seen crouching in the ditch and held their 

His clothes were saturated with red |j,„,,s lojether between his deter- 

mud. made ot red dirt and sweat, mined opponentandhimself, awing- 

He was bareheaded, and his hair i„g them to and fro to cover the sigjt 

was matted with this same red mud, „, (j,, „,„tet, the Federal doinglU 

and his face was covered with it, best to uncover it so as to unfarm 

except that here and there, runnmg iigfrijoa by hi. bullet. Peter OibbB. 

up and down his face, were streaks „( c„ g (of Petersburg), Forty first 

washed clean by streams of perspi- Virginia regiment, rushed to the aa- 

ration. But his eyes showed happi si,t„ce of the major and kUled hm 

ness to their very bol om. He told fo^ Gjbb, ,„ ^ i,j„t soldier. 

methathewasoueofEllioltscom „,, fought with greil desperation: 

mand ; that he had been buried close i, „ ,, „ij ^j u,, jime that he slew 

by the side of the Crater under the fo„,,t,en men that day, 
earth thrown over him by the spring. 

mg of the mine ; that he must have Maj. Etheredge. in a private letter 

been stunned by the concussion ; to his friend, Capt. Geo. J. Rogers, of 

that when ho came to himself he Richmond, Va., written March 23rd. 

found that he had been buried, but uaj ^^^ ^^ foUowing account ot 

when and how he knew not ; that ., . 1 ... 

he was not fastened so tightly that ""» o«tle.Bcone : 

he could not move a little ; that he "And now, as you have requested 

moved and scratched until he saw me to do so, I will give you a short 

near him a crack through which history of the part I took in thetight 

the daylight came ; and that he at the Crater. When we made the 

had worked his way out with his charge and reached the breastworks, 

hands and nails from where he was I waaamongthefirstto jumpintothe 

caught to this opening. When I ditch, where the Yanks wereasthick 

saw him in the afternoon he had as they could stand. The first ser- 

just emerged from what, for several geaut of Co. D jumped in about the 

hours, he had feared would be his same time I did, and was killed 

grave, and he was happy." instantly. Where I was there was 
a small bomb-proof, and two Yanks 



Col. Wm. H. Stewart, of the filst 



squatting down near its mouth to 



Virginia regiment, in an article pub keep out of danger (.they were white 
lished in the Norfolk (Va.) L/tmi- men with muskets in their handr 
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with fixed bayonets). My feet had 
Dot more than touched the ground 
when they rose up and stood before 
me. Just then the man that killed 
tbfl sergeant stooped down and pick- 
ed up a musket evidently with the 
intention of killing me. I took in 
the situation at once, took hold of 
the two men in front of me and kept 
them so close together it was impos- 
sible for him — I mean the man that 
picked up the musket — to kill me 
without endangering the lives of his 
own men. Just at that moment our 
men were jumping into the ditch 
like froga. One of them jumped in 
JTist behind me, and I sang out to 
him at the top of my voice to kill 
the man in front of me. The man 
that I spoke to, Peter Gibbs by name, 
of Co. E, Petersburg, Va,, stepped 
one pace to the right of me and 
killed the Federal Boldier as quick 
aa you could wink your eye. The 
fellow was so intent on killing me 
be died with his musket in his hands 
trying to shoot me. I then made 
the other two men throw down their 
arms and started them to the rear." 

Col. F. W. McMaster, of Colum- 
bia, 8. C, colonel of the 17th South 
Carolina regiment, writing from that 
place under date of August 3, 1892, 
says: 

"COLDMBrA, S. C, I 
"August 3, 1893.1 
"Sb. Geo. S. Behnahd, 
"Petersburg, Va. 

"My Dear Sir: During the last 
three months we have bad some cor- 
respoDdence touching my recollect- 
ioDs of the battle of the Crater, and 
especially the point in iesne between 
ua — the hour at which Mahone's 
brigade made its charge. With a 
Tiew to its publication in your book, 
'ffarTalks of Confederate Veterans,' 
now being printed, you have request- 
ed me to write you a letter embody- 



ing what I have heretofore written 
you, and this I take pleasure in do- 
ing. 

First, I refer you to my letter to 
Gen. Beauresard, written in 1872 and 
reproduced by Col. Goman in the 
Appendix of his work, 'The Military 
Operations of Gen. Beauregard.' 

"Secondly, I refer you to a letter 
that I wrote to the secretary of the 
Southern Historical Society, Febru- 
ary 26th, 1882, reproduced in the 
March number, 1882, of the South- 
ern Historical Papers (vol. X, p. 119), 
and especially to Maj. Jas. C. Coit's 
letter to me, dated August 2nd, 1879j 
reproduced in this magazine aion^ 
with my last mentioned letter. Maj- 
Coit commanded the battalion of 
artillery in which were the batteries 
of Capts. Pegram and Wright, and is 
a gentleman of superior ability and 
extremely careful in hig statements. 
His account of the part taken by the 
artillery on the day of the battle is 
by all odds the most interesting I 
have ever read, and would be an at- 
tractive article for your work. 

"On the morning of July 30, 186i, 
the brigade of Gen. Stephen Elliott, 
composed of the 2Cth, 17th, 18th, 
22nd and 23rd South Carolina reg- 
iments of infantry, occupied the 
lines about the Elliott salient, these 
regiments being located from left to 
right in the order here ^ven, the 
2Cth having next on its left Ransom's 
(N. C.) brigade, and the 23rd hav- 
ing nest on its right Wise's (Va.) 
brigade. 

"The explosion overwhelmed Pe- 
gram's battery, the whole of the ISth 
regiment, three companies of the 
22nd, and part of Co. A, of the 17th. 

"For some moments there was the 
utmost consternation among our 
men. Some scampered out of the 
lines; some, paralyzed with fear, 
vaguely scratched at the counter- 
scarp as if trying to escape. Smoke 
and dust filled the air. But all this 
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was practicftlly momentary. Jnmp- 
ing on the banqnetto, I discovered 
the enemy pouring into the Crater, 
and very little Bring od their line. 
Id less than five minutes' time our 
men recovered from their panic, 
the men of the 18th falling in indis- 
criminately with mine (those of the 
17th). 

"About this time a battery on the 
left of the ravine, a short distance 
in rear of Ransom's brigade, did 
"reat execution. This battery was 
Wright's, of Halifax county, Va., 
and was well handled. I observed 
it specially. The other batteries in 
the rear and to the sonth of the Cra- 
ter also did good execution. 

"I may here quote from Major 
Colt's letter above referred to : 

" 'The night before the explosion I 
remained in Pegram'a battery until 
12 o'clock, at which time all was 
quiet on the lines, the men being in 
remarkably good spirits, singing 
songs, &c., all unconscious of the 
fate that awaited them with the 
dawn. 

" 'At 12 o'clock I returned to my 
headquarters at the spring, and 
slept soundly until awakened at day- 
light by the dull, heavy sound of 
the explosion, and by a sensation as 
of being rocked in a cradle. Id a 
moment I suspected what had oc- 
curred and ran up the line in the 
direction of Pe gram's battery. 
When within a few yards of the 
Crater I was met by the few men of 
the battery that survived the explo- 
sion, and the fate of the remainder 
was fully revealed. At this time the 
enemy were pouring over our works 
into the Crater. Immediately after 
the explosion the enemy opened 
upon our lines with all the artillery 
concentrated in our front. The roar 
of the enemy's guns, the bursting 
of shells and the rattle of musketry 
was deafening ; yet with all I found 
the men of EUiott's brigade bravely 



manning the works up to the bor- 
ders of the Crater, leaving no front 
for the entrance of the enemy, ex- 
cept such as has been made vacaot 
by the upheaval of the earth. I im- 
mediately made iny way down the 
lines to the left, to Wright's battery. 
The battery was not in the m&in 
tine, but a few yards in the rear ; it 
bore directly upon the salient at 
very close range, and was erected 
for the purpose of defending the 
front of our works. It was upon the 
hill to the left of and very near the 
ravine or covered way, in the rear 
of Gansom's right. The position 
was a very elevated one (more ele- 
vated than the salient) and, as there 
was a gradual ascent from the ra- 
vine to Pegram's battery, Wright's 
guns were enabled to sweep the 
front of our works over the heads 
of our men in the line occupied by 
Elhott'a brigade. 

'"From the moment of the explo- 
sion until my arrival in Wright's 
battery could not have exceeded 
twenty or twenty-five minutes. Up 
to this time no artillery from oar 
hnes had opened that I know of. I 
immediately ordered the battery to 
open with shrapnel and canister, 
Brst sweeping the ground in boni 
of Elliott's line and the salient. At 
this time the enemy were still presa- 
ing their columns from their tines 
over the intervening space to the 
Crater. This fire, together with the 
musketry from Elliott's brigade and 
other troops along the line within 
reach, soon checked the advance of 
the enemy from their own lines. 
The Crater itself could not contain 
the masses that had aheady been 
hurried into the breach, so that 
thousands were crowded over its 
interior rim, and stood in its rear 
without apparent organization in 
one immense crowd. 

" 'Having checked the advance of 
the enemy from their lines, Wriffh t'a 
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gnus were turned directly upon the 
Crater and the masses assembled in 
its rear. The fire from this battery 
was nnremitting from the time it 
opened nntil the close of the en- 
garment by the surrender of the 
Crater, having thrown during the 
time from five to six hundred shell 
and canister. Anticipating a large 
expenditure of ammunition, addi- 
tional supphes were ordered from 
the rear and brought in wagons 
from Cemetery Hill as near our 
lines as it was safe to do so, in rear 
of Gracie's right, from which point 
it was borne by details of men ap- 
pointed for that purpose. From 
my position in this battery I had 
a complete view of all the move- 
fflentit in front and rear of the Cra- 
ter and ground within our lines, 
from the ravine to the plank road. 
Feeling that our safety depended 
upon oar success in preventing the 
formation of the enemy, I watched 
their movements closely, and re- 
doubled the fire when I saw any in- 
dication of formation or attempt to 
advance in the direction of the plank 
road. 

'"Daring the engagement, Brad- 
ford's battery opened a heavy fire 
with his 20-pound Parrotts,* enfilad- 
ing the enemy's lines as far as the 
Hare house and beyond. I cannot 

rak in too high praise of the con- 
t of Capt. Wright,t his officers 
and men, during this engagement. 
The day was excessively hot, and 



This battery, of three guns, a. company 
tvm Mississippi. commaDded by Capt. Wm. 
D. Bradford . was stationed on the north side 
nl Che Appomattox, on Roslyn Farm, and 
iBtt north ot Fort MoGilvery (which was on 
ib^souUi side of thn river). 

Mr. Patrick C. Hoy, o( Petersburg, Va., 
<*^ was Hrst lieutenant oF this battery and 
pnsent with it on the 30th ol July. 1864. in 
agtatement mode September 1, 1892, says: 

"A aenUuel whose ditty it was to watch 
Uw Federal lines on the south side ot the 
Appomattox, hearl:ig the explosion and the 
oonnonadlng In the vicinity ol the Elliott 



the labor of serving the guns so 
rapidly and bearing am mil ni Hon 
from the rear was very exhausting. 
So busy were we that, though con- 
scious of the continual bursting of 
shells over us, I was not aware un- 
til the firing ceased to what a can- 
nonade we had been subjected. 
Our works were literally battered, 
and the ground around us and in 
our rear was so honey-combed by 
the explosion of mortar shells that 
you could have walked all over it by 
stepping from hole to hole. Not- 
withstanding this heavy fire, the cas- 
ualties were not great, owing to the 
fact that the enemy could only ob- 
tain an oblique fire upon the front 
of the battery, and the gunners 
were protected by heavy traverses 
between each gun. I may here state 
that owing to the nearness of the 
enemy's lines to the salient, the gun 
detachment of Pegram's battery 
were required to be awake and ready 
for an assault at all hours of the 
night and day. This necessitated 
the relief of the oflicers and men 
each day; two officers and sufficient 
men to man the guna being on duty, 
the remainder being in the rear. 
On the morning of the explosion 
Lieutenants Hamhn and Chandler 
being on duty, were both, with 
twenty men, tolled; three or four 
only of those on duty escaped.' 

"Let us now return to my narra- 
tive of what transpired in the 
trenches. In ten or fifteen minutes 

salient, reported it U> Capt. Bradford, who, 
after observing the heavy firing In the di- 
rection of the salient, and that there was 
unusual commotion amonfi; the Federals on 
the lines on that side of the river, opened 
fire and enfiladed these lines as far as Fort 
Steadman. The Federal batteries at Port 
McGUvary and Battery One (vrhich was Im- 
mediately on the south bank of the river), 
returned our fire, but not briskly. It was 
several hours before we positively knew 
that there hod been an explosion of a mine 
at the Elliott salient." 
t Capt. Sani'l T. WrlKbt, of Hullhix c< 
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after the explosion Gen. Elliott oame 
alonH; with Col. Smith, of the 2(ith 
South Carolina regiment, and or- 
dered me to take my regiment and 
follow liim and form a line on the 
brow of the hill and charge the en- 
emy out of the Crater. Smith had 
a few of hia men crammed in the 
ditch following him. I waited a few 
minutea until Smith and some of his 
men were out of the way and ex- 
tended the order along my Une. I 
saw Elliott, Smith, and about a half 
dozen men get out of the ditch on 
the brow of the hill. EUjott was 
shot immediately after he got up. 

"As soon as the general was shot he 
was borne past me, and told me to 
take charge of the brigade. His aids 
reported to me immediately and ren- 
dered good service during the day. 
As soon as I took command I coun- 
termanded the order given by Gen. 
Elliott. It struck me as rashness 
to endeavor to make the men get 
out of the ditche^ and attempt to 
form a line under fire at the top of 
the hill at fifty or seventy-five yards 
from the Crater, exposed from head 
to heel to the fire from the Crater 
and the enemy's line, which was 
about one hundred yards east of 
the Crater. To do this seemed an 
impossibility. I observed at this 
time that the Crater was full of men 
and counted either fourteen or six- 
teen regimental flags, and I was 
then a rock's throw from them. 

"My apprehension was that the 
men in the Crater would rush down 
the hill weatwardly and get in rear 
of ray line in the ravine, in which 
Gen, Mahone subsequently formed 
his line, I onlered Col. Smith, of 
the 26th, to take all of his men he 
could gather and immediately go 
down the ditch to Gen. EUiott's 
headquarters, to go up this ravine 
and lie down, and if the enem;^ en- 
deavored to rush down upon him to 
resist them. Smith's regiment be- 



ing small, I detached three of my 
largest companies, under Capt, 
Crawford, to co-operate with him, 
and my anxiety was very great un- 
til Smith's command got in positioQ. 
Believing that the fate of Peters- 
burg depended on filling up this 
gap in the rear of the Crater, I 
spread the remainder of the 17th 
regiment, and the very small part 
of the 18th that remained, aloDg 
the line of the trenches, until it 
struck Ransom's brigade on the 
left, and fought the enemy from be- 
hind the traverses as well as I could. 
At various places we threw up bar- 
ricades across the trench. Many of 
the enemy jumped over the back 
part of the Crater, got into the rear 
ditch which communicated with the 
trench leading into Pegram's salient 
and pressed me on my right fiank. 
Nearly all of my two right compa- 
nies were killed, wounded and cap- 
tured in the successive hand-to-hand 
fights we had here. Once, when 
my men retreated to the bend in 
the works next on their left, I was 
left between the enemy and my com- 
mand. 

"Being anxious about Smith, with 
his men in the ravine to the west 
and rear of the Crater, I took a po- 
sition back of a little mound close 
to a sink, from which position I 
made a reconnoisance of the ravine. 
On my return up the little ditch to 
the main trench I observed the 
trench for twenty yards free of men. 
As soon as I got back to my men 
we made a new barricade, I had 
before this time sent couriers to 
Gen. Bushrod Johnson, and one to 
the right wing of the brigade, which 
was on the south side of the Crater, 
informing them that I was in com- 
mand, and directing them to resist 
the enemy as best they could nntil 
the reinforcements which Gen. John- 
son was sending up, should arrive. 

"What I have now told you is wllrt_ 
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I wrote Gen. Beauregard in my let- 
ter above referred tx>, with some lit- 
tle ampU Sea tiou of laogiiage. 

"I may introduce just heie, as 
deecriptive of what occmred in the 
trenches before Mahone's brigade 
reached them, some interesting mar- 
ginal notes, made in a copy of the De- 
cember number, 1876, of the South- 
ern Historical Papers, containing 
Oapt.McCabe'saddress, 'TheDefense 
of Petersborg;' by Mr, Thomas S. La- 
matte, of Columbia, S. C, who is an 
intelligent gentleman and waa a ser- 
geant in Co. C, of my regiment, and, 
at the battle of the Crater, after its 
captain was wonnde^l, commanded 
the company. Here are his notes: 
'■'From 15 minat«8 after the ex- 
plouon until the final re-eapture of 
the works, the infantry lire from the 
htmches north of the Crater was un- 
eeasing and did gi'eat execution on 
the advancing and retreating Feder- 
als. 

" 'The confusion resnlttng from the 
exploeion wa« but momentary, and 
affected the regiment (17th 8. C.) 
only to the extent that those who es- 
caped from the explosion rushed 
tfadlong into the adjacent parts of 
lie trench and crowded upon the po- 
sition to the north of the Crater. In 
lees than 15. minutes perfect order 
was restored and the men never left 
their proper places for a moment, 
luid immediately opened fii'e on the 
enemy advancing. 

" 'EHliott was shot at the moment 
when he stepped upon the embank- 
ment to the rear of the trench, expos- 
ing himself to the Federals who occu- 
(jried the gorge line only about 30 
[yards distant. This was about 6 
{v'clock. 

" The 17th 8. C. regiment remam- 
t in the trenches, in their position 
the left of the salient and in im- 
Yltote proxiviil-ij li> it, from the 



moment of the explosion until they 
were di'iven out by the assault of the 
Federal (negro) troops at about 8 
o'clock, during all which time the 
17th S. C. aiojie barred the passage 
along the trenches towards the cov- 
ered way in the direction of Ceme- 
tery HiU,' 

"Eeferring to the paragraph in 
Capt. McCabe's address, in which he 
(McCat>e) says that Potter's 'leading 
regiments, deflected by the hostile 
fire, bore t« the left aud mingling 
with Ledlie'a men, swarming along 
the sides of the great pit, added to 
the confusion,' Mr. Lamotte has the 
following note: 

" 'This was the fire from Elliott's 
brigade, immediately north of the 
Crater, dii-ectly in the fac« of the 
advancing line, and at short range, 
say, from 100 to 150 yards, which 
swept the entire front of the exploded 
salient between the Federal and Con- 
federate lines. This being the small 
space upon which the Federal col- 
umns were obliged to debouch, as 
they passed over their own works.' 

"Mr. Lamotte made a plat of the 
Crater at the time he made these foot 
not«8, and this I mark as 'P' and 
send you herewith. In a conversa- 
tion which I recently ha*l with him, 
he stated that the Federals at first 
tried to possess themselves of the 
lines on the south side of the Crater, 
and then occupied the rear line and 
a short part of the front line of the 
salient which was not blown up. The 
company commanded by him {Co. C), 
occupied the second traverse from 
the Crater, on the north side, he says. 
And Company D was on his right 
and got into the first traverse, that 
is, the one next to the Crater on the 
north of it. He further says that 
he got his men to build a barricade 
with sand bags close up to the Fed- 
erals, and that the fight lasted two 
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or three hours before the enemy made 
any headway, theii' first decided 
headway being made after the negro 
troopB came over to the Crater, He 
further says that after this he saw 
the point of a sword projecting over 
the earth-work nearly opposite him, 
and just there a negro rose up and 
was immediately killed by a Confed- 
erate, and that then a white Federal 
oBieei' rose op at the same poiut, and 
he also waa killed. Shortly after 
this a charge was made by the Fed- 
erals, a, number of them coming over 
the works and there being just now 
a pretty sharp fight. At this time 
he saw the men of Company D sur- 
render, and then he took his little 
squitd, Company C, and ran down 
the traverse towards the rear where 
the covered way lead out.* I have 
now given you what Mr. Lamotte 
wrote in his notes and said to me 
in our recent conversation, as the 
statements of au intelligent partici- 
pant, which may be relied upon. 

"As I said in the speech I made 
before my regiment at its reunion at 
Chester C. H., S. V., August 13th, 
1879, au extract from which was pub- 
lished in the March number, 1882, 
of the Southern Historical Papers, 
and, as I have said to you in ray cor- 
respondence, I still think that the 
charge of Mahone's Virginia brigade 
was made after 10 o'clock a.m. 

"I note the statement of Col. Ven- 
able referred to in your address, and 
also the statements of Messrs. Bow- 
ley and Aston in their letters to you 
since your address. I think they 
are all mistaken. A number of my 



men and ofliicers agree with me in 
this. You will note that Ma.j. Coit 
fixes the hour at 'about 11 o'clock.' 
"I was ordei-ed gut of the trenches 
to consult with Gen. Johnson, and 
Mahone r-amc up at the time — about 
10 o'clock, according to my recollec- 
tion. I may mention a little inci- 
dent which tends to show that the 
hour of Mahone's charge was later 
than between 8i and 9 A. M.: Wil- 
liam Dj'e, a member of Company B 
of my regiment, was its color-bearer, 
and, suffering from a severe head- 
ache from the heat of the sun, du- 
ring an interval in the fighting went 
into an officer's 'den' — these were 
holes Bcoope<l out of the earth at con- 
venient places along the line of the 
trenches — to rest a few minutes in 
its shade. After l>eing there for a 
short time he looked out, and, see- 
ing the main trench filled with ne- 
groes, dodged back into the 'den.' 
In a few minutes after this the m^i 
of your brigiule were in the works, 
and he was freed from his prison. 
That evening the r^ment, having 
been on duty in the tj^nches for 40 
days, was allowed to go back to the 
wagon-yard to recuperate. My ad- 
jutant happened to hear Dye telling 
some of his comrades of his experi- 
ences of the morning. 'I was almost 
scsvred to death,' said Dye, 'and 
prayed until the big drops of sweat 
ran down my cheeks.' The adjutant, 
being from the same section of the 
state {H. V.) with Dye, and knowing 
him well, and that his education was 
defective, said to him, 'Bill, what 
didyousay inyourprayers!' 'Isaid, 



*!□ a uote rerurring to Um assault matJe trenuhee, thooe Id the trenches falling bkck 

by the negro troopB, Mr. Lamotlo says: down the trench before the advance of the 

"By this assault about 100 yanls or the Federal troops for about 100 yards, where 

trencbes were taten. The men of the t7tb they remainfM] until the moTeuent of Ha- 

S.C.tboseoccupyingthetraversBBnearthe hone, ftiid recovered the lost ground as far 

Crater, retiring towards the rear of the line back as the Crater. Thie at about 11 or 

and following the, course of the Une reach- 1 U a. M," p. W. U. 

t'd the covered way at its junction with the 
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Lord have mercy on me and keep 
liiese damned niggers from killing 
me.' Dye wasastrongcouiitrynian, 
and it is hardly likely that he would 
h»vf been overcome by the heat of 
the aan at as early hour in the morn- 
ing as between 8J and 9. 

"Ton have described in your ad- 
drese the route by which yonr brigade 
moved from its position on the Will- 
cos form to the ravine from which 
it cbarge<l, and I should think that 
from the time they started, their 
dropping out of liue one at a time, 
and their pursuing a circuitous route 
to reach the ravine in rear of the 
Crater, it must have been later than 
9 o'clock when they reached it, and 
that it must have been as late as 10 
o'clock. 

"I remember well pointing out to 
Hahone the place where my men 
»ere lying behind the Crater — I re- 
fer to Smith's men in the ravine — 
ud Bng^esting to him to form on 
my left as the only pi-acticable 
place from which to make a 
cliarge, and he immediately adopted 
my suggestion. I distinctly remem- 
ber Uahoue's quietly listening and 
stroking his long beard. 

"Soon after this his men began to 
file in, and it must have taken an 
boor Wfore the charge waa made. 
I remember my adjutant reciting to 
oe after the battle the jocose re- 
marks of the Alabamians and Geor- 
KiauB, as tbey boasted what flags 
they were going to take of the four- 
tem in the Crater. It thus appears 
tbat the remaining seven companies 

fWhen tbe Virginia brigade formed In 
Um preparatory to its oliarge, and tlie 
G«c»gla brigade was tiling along behind It 
to take poBitliin on Its right, the occasion 
wia too serious tor a boast or a jocose re- 
main from anf VirglnlFin or Quorgian. and 
there were then no Alabamlsna present to 
Indulge In either. Later on. howevtr. whon 
the ^sbama brigade came up and had to 
wait (or the arrival of the liour of ouo 



right of 



of my regiment were on t 
Mahone's men.f 

"I submit another point, which 
to my mind is evidence that Mahonc 
could not have chained before 10 
o'clock. It must have been near 
6 o'clock A. M., before Smith got 
his men in rear of the Crater. The 
maiu trench was so packed with 
men, caused by the ISth regiment 
crowding on the 17th, that it was 
tedious to move in it. It was a long 
time before the enemy tried to get 
out of the Crater, this being caused 
by the uncextain footing on the loose 
dirt and sloping sides of the mine. 
They first began by jnmping over 
the north l)ank and getting in the 
rear line aiound Pegram's battery. 
My recollection is that a part of this 
line was not destroyed by the up- 
heaval. The firing between the 
combatants was now very slow . 
Sometimes there were intervals of 
some minutes before guns were shot 
by men on the right. From oppo- 
site sides of the traverses made by 
the ditches, which ran perpendicu- 
larly from the main trench, the com- 
batants would guy each other, and 
would throw over bayonets, etc. It 
seemed to me about this time the 
laziest fight I ever saw. We longed 
for hand-grenades. I smoked near- 
ly the whole time. Once, in going 
from the rear point of a perpendic- 
ular ditch, where I went occasion- 
ally to watch how Smith was keep- 
ing guard over the rear of the Cia- 
ter, as I came back to go into the 
main trench I saw a rush down the 

o'clock, at which time It had been arrangod 
that thoy should charge, and the Virginia 
brigade was in possession of the works 
north of the Crater, the boasting and jocose 
remarks beard by Col. MoMaster'sadJutant, 
here referred to. were less out of order. 
But this incident suggests the probability 
that Col. McUaeter has here confounded 
the charge of the Virginians with that 
made by the Alabama brigade. 
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hill. As I stepped into the trench 
the bowl of my pipe was knocked off 
from my long 'tie-tie' st€m. Im- 
mediately a stalwart soldier stop- 
ped the crowd and said : 'Hold on, 
meul The colonel can't fight with- 
out his pipe, ' and then picked up the 
pipe and gave it to me, I mention 
this incident to show how inanimate 
the fight was in the trenches. 

"The 'slight line of breastworks,' 
mentioned in your address as being 
along the slope of the hill about the 
point Irom which your brigade made 
its charge, was thrown up, as you 
anrmise, by Smith and his men, I 
Iwlieve, and you are cori-ect in yonr 
Hunuise tliat some of my men charg- 
ed along with the Virginia brigade. J; 

"The 22nd and 23rd S. C. regi- 
ments being cut off by the Crat«r du- 
ring the engagement, I could not see 
them. My only communication with 
them was by courier, who saw Capt. 
Shedd, the ranking officer of the 22nd 
and came back to me with the report 
that he had recovered the line which 
the enemy took immediately after 
the explosion and that his men were 
holding their own. Col, Heming 
and Adjutant Qiiattlebaum, of the 

tMr. Wra. C. Smith, in his letter of Sop- 
temtier 8, 1^90, trora which an extract hae 
beea takes, eays: "Hert- we tlnd atew men 
or Oen, Bushrod Johnson'scommaDiI, some 
of whom, it not all, joined Mahone's old 
brigade lu the charge." 

'Since Che loregolng wag written Col. Me- 
Master has sent me a copy of a letter writ- 
ten to him by Mr, W. J. Crowder. 6t Feast- 
i^rviile, S. C, a member of bis regiment. 
under date of August 10. 1891, Id which. 
responding to an ecquiry as to when the 
first uharge of Mahone's men was made, be 
status tliat ho bad boon to soe several mem- 
bers of company B, and that "the most ex- 
act inform atiun" he could got was "from 
ThoB. P. Crowder, who heard Adjutant- 
Geiiernl A. L. Evans tell Lieut, Faut that It 
wasS:3U A. u.. Btidtbat it was about half 
on hour before the Brst charge was made," 
that is, at nine o'clock in the moniiou. and 
that all tbc parties ho had soou "tbiikk 



22nd, were buried in my old iiuai-tors 
on the rear line just behind Pegnim's 
guns, and Capt. Shedd was the rank- 
ing ofticer. Maj , Lesesne command ■ 
ed the 23rd. 

' 'I have been very much interested, 
as you have been, in our correspon- 
dence, and regret that there is any 
discrepancy between usas to the hour 
at which Mahone's chai^ was made. 
We are both, however, seeking to 
get at the truth in the matter. It is 
surprising to find how men's ideas 
differ as to time, of which I have 
had many illustrations in my con- 
versations with participants in this 
particiUar light. I am, 
"With great respect, 

"Your CV)nirade, 
"F, W, McMastkr.''* 

Prof, Hickard W, Jones, of the 
University of Mississippi, captain of 
Go. 1, 12tb Virginia reg't, and subse- 
quently major of the regiment, who 
commanded it at the Crater, writing 
under date of June 22, 1892, saya: 

"Your letter received in dne time. 
I have read with interest your ad- 
dress on the battle of the Crater, 

"1. You enquire as to the time of 

that was about the time the Drst charge 
was made," "It was Joe Free who mode 
the nice tittle prayer, and not Dye. as you 
mentioned," says the writer in this lett«r 
to Col. McHaster. 

Bespoudiog to the enquiry, "Bow many 
members of the ITth were In the charge ?" 
he says, "All think there were about 20 or 
31) members ot nunpany B In the chaigs," 

In a letter to Co], UcMaster under dat« 
of April 24, lg92, Capt. Evans, referring to 
the obarKe of the Virginia brigade, says: 

"I saw Gen. Uabone's brigade mountlDg 
the (contle ascent that ted from his poeltioa 
to the Crater, and perteutly remember the 
admiration with which I viewed the charge 
— porft'ot alignment— the soldiers at trail 
arms— the ranks dosing up as they were 
Ihluuod with the destructive Are, and their 
uiitallertug course until they reached the 
porapot \tt the Crater." 
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the attack made by the Vir^ia brig- 
ade under Col. Weisiger, directed by 
Gen. Mahone, on the enemy who oc- 
cupied our (Confederate) former hne 
north of the Crater. I had no watch 
at the time, bat it was made before 
nine o'clock, I feel quite confident. 
My reasons are these : The mine was 
exploded about day-light. I passed 
the night preceding the explosion 
in the city. I was awakened by the 
noise and shock. I hurried aa 
quickly as possible out to our posi- 
tion on the Wiilcox farm. When I 
reached my command (12th Virginia 
Infantry), orders had been received 
to move to the Crater. We com- 
menced the march in a short time, 
went by the route which you des- 
cribe and were in the ravine in front 
of the enemy ouly a few minutes, 
according to my recollection, before 
we made the charge. 

"2. Afl to the troops engaged. 
When we attacked no troops were 
engaged except our own (the Vir- 
ginia) brigade. I do not know who 
had attacked beforehand, but cer- 
tainly no North Carolina regiments 
nor 8outh Carolina regiments were 
engaged with us in the assault on 
Iha enemy made for the re-establish- 
ment of the Confederate lines. 

"3. The Federals were not with- 
drawing troops when we took posi- 
tion in their front — there was no in- 
dication that they had any idea of 
irithdrawing. They seemed to be 
patting other troops into the trench- 
es which they then held and which 
had been occupied by the Confeder- 
ates before the explosion. The im- 
pression made on my mind at the 
time was that the enemy was mass- 
ing for an advance, and, according 
to my recollection, they did move 
forward a line a few feet west of the 
trenches, while we were in the ra- 
vine getting ready for our attack 
Dpon them. 



"4. In your address yon give an 
extract from a letter written by me 
to Gen. Mahone, January 3rd, 1877, 
in which I located him 'at the right 
of the brigade.' 

"Gen. M. was with the brigade in 
the covered way when it was coun- 
ter-marched by regiments, and he 
stood at the entrance of the ravine 
as the brigade filed into it. 

"The impression on my mind is 
very strong that, as commanding 
officer of the 12th Virginia regiment, 
I was notified by one of the stafl- 
officers to report to the right for in- 
structions, that I went that way, and 
that returning I stood in front of the 
12th, ordered bayonets fixed and de- 
livered an address which was de- 
signed to encourage them and pre- 
pare them to make the most rapid 
and determined attack possible. I 
think I was the first of the regimental 
commanders to give the command 
'forward !' and I am proud to repeat 
what I said before, that no regiment 
ever obeyed that command more he- 
roically. I remember seeing Col. 
Weisiger and Capts. Hinton and Gi- 
rardey. They moved along the brig- 
ade line and were in difl'erent places 
at difl'erent times. They acted with 
conspicuous bravery." 

Li6ut.-Col. Powell, whose atten- 
tion had been directed to my corres- 
pondence with Col. McMaster as 
to the hour at which Mahone 's brig- 
ade made its charge, writing from 
New York city under date of July 
25, 1892, says : 
"Geo. S. Bebnabd, Esq.. 
"Petersburg, Va, 

"Dear Sir: In reply to your que- 
ries about the first charge made by 
the Confederates upon the troops 
in the Crater, July 30th, 18C4, 1 have 
the honor to state tliat I was in the 
Crater and saw the first movement 
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made by the Confederates for a was made before 9 o'clock A. M., 

charge. I saw them form in the ra- and some of those who made the 

vine which you have described, to charge occupied some of the rifle- 

the west aod north of the Crater, pits and traverses to the north of 

Being a prominent division staffnaffi- the Crater, or in other words oppo- 

cer at that time, and seeing that site the right of the Union line. I 

the mass of men inside the Crater do not think, at any time, our troops 

were not in proper condition to re- held coinplete possession of 200 

ceive an attack in force, I went back yards of your works to the north 

to the line of Union works, where of the Crater. There were so many 

the commander of the 1st division angles and traverses there that in 

of the 9th corps was located, and one there were Union troops while 

informed him of the circumstance, in the next there were Confederates, 

While I was there the expected I saw myself the muskets of both 

charge took place. The negro di- sides almost crossed at the angles, 

vision was at that time in the Cra- while the men were obscured from 

ter. A number of officers and men each other, my attention having been 

came running back to the lines, called to it by Col, Marshall, one of 

Among them was an officer whom I the brigade commanders in the Cra- 

advised to go back and join his com- ter. 

mand, and he did join it by going "Trusting that the above may 

forward to the Crater with me. I serve your purpose I re 
subsequently left the Crater tore- "Very respectfully, 

port to my chief that something ,,^^ V j- / . ^^ 

should be done to get the men out i^^ur obedient servant, "fl 

of the Crater, but that orders could "Wm. H. Powell, 

not be given to fall back, as they "Lieut.-Col. 11th Inf'y U. S. Army." 
would do it with such a rush to es- ^ ,r - ,, ■^, , ,^ ,, , ,, 

cape the severe shrapnel fire that ^n Maj. Coit's letter toCol. Mc- 

was bein^ delivered Dy the enemy. Master, extracts from which have 

that it might create a consternation ijeen already given, the work of 

among the troops in re^; but that Wright's battery, which was posted 
tools should be sent to dig a trench , .,, * '. , ^ 

perpendicular to the line of works «" '^ '"•^ something over four huii- 

through the crest of the Crater; oth- dred yaids north of the Crater, has 

erwise there would be eventual trou- been told, and it is now in order to 

ble, as I was satisfied from obser- fiu.,ij8ii a statement from Slaj. David 

vation that another charge would ,, ,,- „ j-.i- . , ,. ,. 

be made in force, and the Union ^. ^^alker, of Richmond, \ a., who, 

troops were in such an inextricable "ift^^r the wounding of Maj . Gibbs, of 

mass that no concerted action could the iruh Virginia battalion of artil- 

KT ■ lerv, commanded the battalion dm-- 
it was at this time that I was in- - ' .u i, *.i i-*i, *. . j u 
formed that Gen. Grant had given i^g the battle of the Cmter, and who 
the order to suspend operations and *'^ present at and personally direc- 
withdraw the troops, and it was ted the firing of the famous "two- 
then about 9 o'clock A. M. gim battery," so designated by the 

'■Now, I do not know whose com- j,^^ ^^ ^^ j ^ j ^ 

mand it was that made the charge , ,, , , ,. , 

I refer to. It may have been Ma- ^^ *■*»« Uaxt«r Komi, a little over 

bone's or others j but the charge 300 yards south of the Crater. " ' 
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Walker's Btatement narrates what 
»a8 done by the artillery on this (the 
Muth) side of the Ci-ater, and is giv- 
en in the following lett«r: 

"Richmond, Va., ) 
"August 2nd, 1892. j 
"Geo. S. Beekabd, Ksq. 

"DearSir: You have requestedme 
to give my reooUections of the bat- 
lie of the Crat«r, I can best do this 
l)y making extracts and otherwise 
drawing from a statement I furnish- 
ed Mr. W. P. Hopkins, of Lawrence, 
Haas., in July, 1889, for use in the 
preparatiou of a history of Fort Sedg- 
wick (Fort 'Hell") and vicinity, which 
is aeariug completion, and, fi'om what 
1 learn, will contain very much of in- 
terest touching the siege of Peters- 
burg. 

"The 13th Virginia battalion of 
artillery of the Army of Northern 
Virginia, on the 30th of July, 1864, 

wirap<»ed of Capt. Davidson's 

battery, of Lynelibui-g, commanded 
bj Lieut. Jas. Ot«y , the Otey battery, 
of Gichmond, commanded by Capt. 
D.N. Walker and the Kinggold bat- 
Iprj, of Pittsylvania, commanded by 
tipt. Crispin Dickinson, occupied 
PUfiitions in the lines to the immedi- 
Me right of the Crater in the order 
I have mentioned these batteries, 
DavidBon's Battery being nearest the 
Crater and immediat«ly to the south 
of the point at which the Confeder- 
ate breast-worka crossed the Baxter 
fioad, the Otey battery coming next 
b order on the right, and the Dick- 
inson battery on the right of the 
jOtey battery. 

"In the rear of the Otey battery, 
between it and the Jerusalem plank 
toad, wafi a mortar battery manned 
Itf some of lie men nnder the cooi- 
■and of Lieut. Jno. B. Langhome. 
The battalion was under the com- 
BUuid of Maj . Wade Hampton Gibbs, 



of South Carolina, as gallant a man 
as ever lived, and its adjutant was 
Capt. W. Page McCarthy, of Rich- 
mond, Va., another gallant fellow. 

"The horse camp was perhaps a 
mile in the rear. 

"Awakened at dawn by the explo- 
sion at the Elliott salient at which 
was the battery of Capt, Richard G. 
Pegram, I soon learned that the en- 
emy was in possession of our works 
at that point. 

"I wiU now quote from my state- 
ment to Mr. Hopkins: 

"'Quite early in the action M^. 
Gibbs asked me to furnish him with 
an officer and men to man David- 
son's battery. * * w * 
I sent at once ordering Lieut. Nor- 
vell and the men at the horse camp 
to report on the lines. Soon after 
this (I do not remember the time) 
I heard of the serious wounding of 
Maj . Gibbs, and saw him carried froyi 
the field. As I was the senior cap- 
tain in the absence of Davidson, this 
put me in command of the battalion, 
and I at once went to the point of 
most importance and took Maj . Gibbs' 
place at Davidson's battery. I found 
the guns idle and deserted, except by 
two or three men. Corporal Hill, a 
gallant fellow, was killed. 

" 'The embrasure of the most im- 
portant gim was filled up, and we 
could not tire over it. Under the di- 
i-ection of M(y, Gibbs, and I think 
Col. Huger also, an incessant and 
destructive fire had been kept up by 
one gun of this battery from soon 
after the explosion until I took com- 
mand. With the aid of the men I 
found at the battery and some infant- 
ry the embrasure was cleared and this 
gun, which l>ore on theenemy, contin- 
ued its deadly work. Capt. Preston, 
of Wise's brigade, was shot whilst 
assisting about this time, and I think 
another of the same command was 
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wounded. Soon after this Lieut. 
Norvell and the men from the Otey 
battery arrived, and this gun kept 
up au incessant fire until the end, 
and the only other gun of the t)at- 
tery of any use in the fight was also 
worked by them.' 

"I will here state that this battery 
bad four guns, but they were so lo- 
cated that only one tore up<m the 
Cmter and the field in front of the 
Crater — between it and the Federal 
front liue — and this was the only gun 
that could l>e effectually used. The 
other three guns bore, the one di- 
rectly to the front — eastwardly — the 
other two.Boutheastwardly.* 

"Let me now continne to draw 
from the statement sent Mr. Hopkins : 

" 'A month or more after the Cra- 
ter fight, the Davidson tmttery was 
put undercommandof that meet gal- 
lant oflScer, Capt. J. Hampden Cham- 
berlayne, not t>ecause he was at the 
Crater, but because he was thought 
to be a proper officer to command it. 
When the enemy after the explosion 
entered our works, they should have 
pushed on; but they faltered, why 
I know not, allowing our men who 
had retreated on either side of the 

•Tbie battery waa the battery reterreil to 
in Gen. Warron'a di9p«.toh to Gen. Meade, 
sent at 7:f>0 a, U., In which hesaye. "In my 
opinion, the battery of one or two guns to 
the leFt of Gen. BumBide should bn taken 
before attempting to seize the crest. It 
seoms to me it can be done, as we shall take 
the Infanti? fire quite obliquely. This done, 
the advance upon the main hill will not be 
dlffloult." 

In the subeequent dispatohea which pass- 
ed during the morning between Qenoivle 
Meade and Warren, this battery is referred 
to as "the two-giin battery." 

It was the battery referred to by Gen. H. 
J. Hunt, chief of artillery of the Array of 
the Fotomao, In his testimony before the 
Committee on the Conduct of the War, on 
the 2i)th of December, 1864. when he aays: 
"The battery next to the one undermined, 
on the left.aa we looked at it. was silenced, 
with the esoeptlon uf one or two gtioa In a 



Ci'ater to rally to the adjaoeut sali- 
ent, and to recover fi-om the confu- 
Bion. Then, when they attempted to 
push on to Blandford, the sharp- 
shooting of a few determined men, 
and the fire of artillery ou both 
flanks, and a batter^' in the rear, 
commanded I think by Capt. Flau- 
nery of Haskell's battalion (to whom 
the due credit has never been given ), 
caused them Ut take refuge in the 
Crater, In the meantime the mor- 
tar batteries, certainly the one man- 
aged by the Otey battery men under 
Lieut. Langhorne (Private George 
Savage of the Otey battery was shot 
thi-ough the right foot while carry- 
ing an order from Major Oibbs to 
Lieut, Langhorne, but auet^eded in 
reaching him, and Capt. Page Mc- 
Carthy was wounded near the mor- 
tar battery endeavoring to reach the 
lines), and I think also the others to 
our left, all so skillfully arranged by 
the engineer in anticipation of this 
fight, commenced their work, and 
the fate of the day was almost de^M- 
ded before the infantry called from 
our right reached the field. 

" 'Who the engineer was who con- 
structed these works, I do not know 

hollow near the left flank of the battery- 
next, to the mine. From this gun. or per- 
baps two guns, a Ore was kept up at Inter- 
vale on the position of the Crater of the 
mine. That battery waa one, as I under- 
stood it, that WHS to have been In our pos- 
session within ntteen mlnutea after the ex- 
plosion of thymine — that la, as soon aa our 
troops could pass from the Crater and 
Bweep to the left and get possesion ot It. 
The position ot the guns, which, if any, 
would have commanded that position, was 
Immediately behind the mine, and between 
that position and the enemy's battery there 
was a, fringe of woods which wore to have 
been out away by Gen. Bumside'rtroops, 
but which bad not been cut away down to 
tbo 2gth. when I sent down to aoe if ^1 
preparationa had been made. Gen. Bum- 
Bide declined cutting away that wood, aa so 
doing would alann the enemy." 
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(lint I have since learned that it was 
C'ol. Harris of Beaiiregai'd's staff), 
but I considered him the winner of 
ihe battle, and his name should be 
known, I do not wiah to detract 
from the dash and courage of what 
is known as Mahone's first charge, 
seldum eqnatled, never surpassed. 
Bnt it gained no foothold on the line 
l)etween the Crater and onr position, 
anil that is all I could see or know 
HiiythJQg about. 

" 'The eai-th thrown iip by the ex- 
plosion formed a line between the 
enemy and the ("rater perhaps twelve 
fwt high. The enemy had to pass 
over this to get into the Crat«r from 
Iheir line and vice verm, and the open 
field between these two points was 
swept by this one gun of Davidson's 
Ijftttery and by Wright's battery of 
fuiir guns belonging to the command 
of Col. Hilary P. Jones, another 
man deserving more credit than he 
will ever receive,* The enemy being 
huddled together by thonsaudH in 
and around the Crater, the mortars 
and sharp -shooters and Napoleons on 
eilher side were hurling destruction 
every minute, if not every second, 
and sweeping the open field like a 
tornado, and there was no place to 



retreat, no place for shelter. There 
was a gradual accumulation of dead 
and woiuided, until, from our posi- 
tioD, it looked like an inclined plane 
of dead men, stretched from the top 
of OUT works for perhaps 100 feet, 
and the balance of the field was 
tJiickly, covered with the dead and 
wounded. When the fire of the en- 
emy's artillery was weakening per- 
ceptibly, and that from the Cnit«r 
had almost ceased, the last charge 
of Mahone was maide, and most gal- 
lantly. Some 200 or 300 of the en- 
emy attempted to get back to the 
lines, and we gave them two rounds 
of canister, and I expect Col, Jones 
gave them more. The infantry had 
charged the dead and dying, which 
the artillery had been punimeling for 
six or eight hours, the firing ceased, 
the fight was over and the victory 
ours. I entered the Crater. War is 
horrible and here was one of its most 
horrible pictures. Men mangled in 
every conceivable way, with great, 
ugly wounds, torn to pieces, dismem- 
bered, showing that shells, not min- 
nies, had caused this dreadful des- 
truction. 

" 'The credit of this victory, I have 
thought, and still think, was due, in 



aid: 

"Along with Col. D. B. Harris, the cblel 

ot engineers, I was ordered, as uhlef ol ar- 

titler7, ^ select a liue immediately In rear 

of the line ol battle to which the troops 

Oould fall ba«li at night-fall, If they could 

ibold their then pualtion eo long. With Col. 

iHarrie— and tohim I do now and have al- 

MWhja given the credit lor the selection of 

^jfib» whole line— I wont over all of the lino 

Q the Baiter Road to the Appomattox 

er. The lino was thus selected, and at 

Igbt-fall was staked out and the Intrench - 

Bute dug during the night by the troops 

lien they returned to thia position. 

"This line was bo suooessFuUy and sklU- 

iBy selected by Col. Harris, under Are all 

' time, that though the enemy did three 

lanuike a breach In it at diCTerent places, 



they could never effect anj permanent lodg- 
ment. The most serloue of all of these was 
the Crater exploBloo, but so skillfully had 
Col. H. and Gen. Gilmer covered the front 
of theaaliont by guns that the enemy effect- 
ed nothing." 

In a conversation I had in August, 1892, 
withCol. Junes (who was Gen. Beauregard's 
chief of artlUery}, he stated that Wrlghfs 
battery was posted with special reference to 
the contemplated breach of the Confeder- 
ate tines at the Elliott salient and that Its 
presence was a complete surprise to the en- 
emy. Having a large traverse erected be- 
tween It and Its front, to protect It from the 
enemy's fire, this battery, he said, was not 
Intended for use except In tbe contemplated 
oontliigency of the presence of the enemy 
upon the ground occupied by the Elliott sa- 
lient, in which event it was expected to do 
Just the work that waa done. G. S, T 
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the first place, to the engineer who 
arranged our lines, leaving ua who 
were on the lines to be blown up 
somewhere; and, if not blown up, to 
terribly avenge the death of our com- 
rades on the very spot of their des- 
truction, and to thus save Petersburg 
and Bichmond . In the second pla«e 
it was due to the artillery, TfLe gims 
of Davidson 'a battery ou the right, 
and those of Col, Jones on the left, 
swept the front of the Crater, render- 
ing an advance from the enemy's line 
or retreat from the Crater pra<'tically 
impossible to any large body of troops, 
while the guns commanding the rear 
of our line kept back an advance 
from the Crater towards Petersburg. 
The mortars did the balance, though 
I do not know the effect produced by 
the Otey battery and Dickinson's 
guns, which were fired down the hol- 
low in front of the Crater by order 
of Gen, Lee direct, I presuiue to de- 
moralize the troops massed there.' 

"When I reached the Davidson 
battery there were no troops of any 
kind in the Confederate breant- 
works. I could see the heads of 
Federal soldiers who were in the Cra- 
ter and behind the large boulders 
of earth about the CVater, but the 
breast -works south of the Crater 
down aa far as the Baxter Boad, along 
which road and on the slope immedi- 
ately south of which road were- the 
earthworks in which stood the Da- 
vidson battery, were bare of men, and 
so continued until occupied by the 
men who made the final chai^ about 
1 o'clock in the day, resulting in the 
capture of the Crater itself, and of 
several huudi-e«l prisoners, whom I 
saw as they came out of the Cnvter ou 
their way to the rear. 

"In my statement furnished Mr. 
Hopkins I said that the battle of the 
Crater was an 'artillery fight.' This 
haa idways been, and still is, my 



opinion. I think the enemy wers 
pi-actifially whipped before Mahoue's 
commaud took part in the action. 
"Yours truly, 

"D. N. Walkkr." 

Mr. Ricb'd W. Floumoy, of Kioh- 
mond, Va., a member of the Otoy 
battery, in a statement made under 
date of August 2, 1892, says : 

"About a. month before the battle 
of the Crater ten or twelve members 
of the Otey battery, with three or 
four of the Ringgold (or DickinBoc), 
were detailed to take charge of a 
mortar train consisting of three mor- 
tars placed by the side of bomb- 
proofs about 100 or 150 yards in rear 
of our main lines. Lieut. Jack Lang- 
home was in commaud, and the 
names of the Otey battery boys, as 
far as I can recall tliem, were A. 
Whit. Smith, Henry Beid, Andrew 
Cheatham, Henry Crockett, William 
Thompson, Wm. Guerrant, Col. Wm. 
Munford, Wilbur, and myself. 

"Several weeks before the explo- 
sion of the mine we discovered that 
the Federals bad commenced rao- 
uing a gallery from that part of their 
line opposite the salient in which 
Pegram's battery was located. They 
were removing excavated earth in 
cracker boxes, and we carefully 
trained our mortars on the mouth of 
this subterranean gallery just in the 
Federal line. 

"When the mine exploded, about 
43 A. M. July 30th, we were in igno- 
rance of the real state of affairs, 
though all were aware that some 
momentous event bad occurred. All 
the mortars were instantly put to 
work throwing shells on the point 
on which they had been bo carefully 
trained. About ten or fifteen min- 
utes—perhaps longer — after the ex- 
plosion, when we were firing with 
great rapidity, a messenger from 
Davidson's battery inform^ ns that 
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Pepram'a battery had been blown 
up and H crater formed, in which he 
htui cotiDtHd thirteen Federal battle- 
flags. We then immediately sighted 
oar mortars on the Crater and con- 
tinaed to throw in shells until the 
UTiTal of Mahone's command, 

"During the charges by Mabone 
is the morning, as well as the final 
combat in the afternoon, we kept np 
the firing, and by the close of the 
battle had used up a wagon load of 
shells. I forget the exact distance 
from our little fort to the Crater, 
though I had carefully measured it. 
I think it was over 400 yards. 

"Responding to your request for 
information as to the numberof mem- 
bers of the Otey battery who became 
ministers of the gospel after the close 
of the war, I will state that there were 
ten who entered the ministry : Bev- 
erly D. Tucker, Cul. Wm. Munford 
and Wm. T. Bhephard became Epia- 
copal ministers; ParkeP. Flournoy, 
Geo. H. Denny, G. Whit. Painter, 
J. C. Painter, E. Clifford Gordon 
and Thornton M. Niven became 
Presbyterian ministers; and S. C. 
Clopton became a Baptist minister." 

Capt. Eich'd G. Pegram, who com- 
manded the battery blown up at the 
Elliott salient, writing from Bich- 
mond, Va., under date of August 26, 
1892, says : 

"lu accordance with your request 
lo furnish you with a statement of 
my recollection as to the selection 
of the position occupied by my bat- 
tery of artillery at the time of the 
Crater explosion, and incidentally 
any facts within my knowledge as 
to the defense of this position, I 
proceed to give you the following 
statement : 

"In the afternoon of the 17th of 
Jnne, 1864, my battery having been 
withdrawn on the 16th instant from 
wmr lines near thfe Howlett house, 



in Che-sterfield, and ordered to Pe- 
tersburg, I was directed to place it 
in position at the spot subsequently 
known as the 'Crater.' My orders 
were to act as a support to our 
troops in the event that they should 
be driven from the Unes near the 
Avery house which were then oc- 
cupied by them and which were 
constantly assailed by the enemy. 
On the morning of the 18th, before 
day-hgbt— it may have been earlier 
in the nights— the Avery house line 
was evacuated by our troops and 
they fell back to the new line, which 
had been selected by Col. I). B. 
Harris, and of which the position I 
occupied constituted ajjart, although 
my guns were a little in advance of 
this line, because, when I loaded 
them, I knew nothing about the se- 
lected line. They were, of course, 
soon followed by the enemy, whose 
artillery opened upon us, I think, 
about 10 o'clock in the forenoon, 
and kept up a constant and vigor- 
ous fire during the day. Several of 
their shot passed through the trav- 
erses of the slight earth-works which 
I had been able to construct for the 
protection of my men and guns, but 
their cannon shot did no damage to 

"When the enemy's infantry ad- 
vanced they proceeded to throw 
small parties at a time into the rail- 
road cut of the Norfolk and Peters- 
burg railroad, between the Baxter 
Road and the point at which the 
railroad crosses Taylor's Creek, 
where they would be protected from 
our fire, and where they could in 
this way gradually accumulate a con- 
siderable force. The distance from 
the railroad to the low ground or 
meadow west of the railroad to the 
point where they would be protect- 
ed by the slope of the bill occupied 
by us, and at some little distance 
from the brow of which our line had 
been located, was inconsiderable, 
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and after the enemy had massed a they had been perfectly fresh, woald 
sufficient farce iu this cut, an ope- have been unable then to make 
ration which the fire from my gnus much prof^rees in the construction 
and other artillery ou our lioea de- of the work intended for my guns 
layed, somewhere about one or two before the enemy's probable ad- 
o'clock in the afternoon (I think), sance, I was compelled to hold on 
they advanced across the meadow to the position I had already taken, 
west of the railroad cut, and estab- in the pits I then occupied with my 
lished their line. g^uns. 

"Having crossed the meadow and "The pits occupied by my guns 
reached the crest of the hill in my were not connected by rifle-pits with 
front, being' now under the shelter each other, or with our infantry line 
of this hill, the enemy began to on either flank, as we had neither 
throw up the line which they held the time nor the labor necessary for 
until the close of the siege. Per- their construction, and consequent- 
ceiving that my fire could do them ly this was a weak spot in our line. 
no damage, I ordered the guns to be "After night-fall, on the 18th, Gen. 
loaded with double charges of can- Bushrod Johnson sent a regiment 
nister and awaited further develop- or battalion of infantry for my im- 
ments. After dark, when objects mediate support, and these troops 
in my front had become indistinct, with some loss succeeded in con- 
I thought the enemy were preparing struoting the necessary rifle-pits, af- 
to charge upon my battery and I ter which I felt that my position 
opened nre upon them with my four could be successfully held against 
guns, and after this no further at- any efl'ort the enemy might make for 
tempt at a charge was made by the its capture by direct assault, 
enemy in my front. I do not remem- "From the time of the e&tabliBh- 
ber that any charge was made du- ment of their line in front of the 
ring the day-time of Saturday, the line occupied by my guns and the 
18th, on the infantry in the vicinity infantry to my right and left, the 
of my battery. enemy kept up an almost constant 

"When I located my guns on the and often furious musketry fire up- 
evening of the 17th, as I have al- on our lines until the morning of 
ready stated, I knew nothing about the Crater explosion. Many of my 
the establishment of our new line, men were wounded, and, if I re- 
About eleven o'clock that night Col. member aright, some few were kill- 
Harris approached me and informed ed, when I replaced with new ones 
me that I was a short distance in the shattered obstructions occupy- 
advance of our new line and then ing our embrasures, which were 
pointed out the new line to me. I gabions filled with rods of wood, 
saw there a battery staked out for and removed the dirt with whioh the 
my guns with traverses of such thick- embrasures would become choked 
ness as would require a large force up by the balls striking the aides of 
to complete it in a day, and, as I was the embrasures. The mortar bat- 
informed that I need look tor no as- tery located near Taylor's Creek, 
sistance from our infantry who, when combined with the musketry fire 
they fell back, would have to con- above alluded to, rendered onr lines 
structworks for their own protection, at this point decidedly uncomforta- 
and, as my own men were worn out ble. Several of my men were se- 
with the labor of constructing the verely wounded ou the 18th of June, 
pits I had had prepared, and, if "On the evening preoeding the 
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BATTLE-FIEL1> OF TliE CRATER— View No. 1. 
3 Baiter Road, iind Held between the ronredcrate breasl-worbs and the 



[From a nholograph 

from the site of the ' 

medlatclv BouUi of . -^ - 

tlilH llliiatralloii in Appendix, page a35.] 



August 17, IMS, by C.R.Beea,PliotogTapher, l-eterahnrg, Va., 

liavliisOQ hntlerj— c«lle<l "the two-Kon batlerj" by Itie KiJerala— lio- 

" ' -r Kood, See mapof T. F.Itlvee. pageSK), and description uf 
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BATTLE-FIELD OF THE CRATER— View Ko. 3. 
The (.'rater, with Held lo iw north and northwest, Tbo wiro fence siiowi the general 
touise of the (.'on federate breaal-woriti north nf the Crater, the rtoping fleld to lire rtghl of 
Ibe picture being thai over wblch Mahone's brigade made ill charge. 



[From a photograj: 
trom (he Bite of Wrfghi 
(Age 3X1, and deserTptJ 



I taken Augmt 11. 18OT, by C. R, Rees, Pbotognipber, PeWmbui 
i battery about5S0 yonla north of tbe Crater, See map of T. Y. 
Ill of this illustratlou in Appendix, page 3SI.J 
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Crater esploaion, and when I had 
begun to think that our counter- 
mine had probably secured us from 
all danger from any mine of the en- 
emy, Lient. Martin and I, who had 
been on doty in the trenches for two 
days and nig^btB, were reUeved by 
Lients. Hamhn and Chandler of my 
command, and I proceeded to my 
headquarters, near the residence of 
Mr. Wm. Cameron, at the head of 
Adams street, in the city of Peters- 
bnrg, Va., where my presence was 
required in the supervision of the 
preparation of my muster-roll. 

"Upon being awakened by the ex- 
plosion I went down to our lines, 
and upon finding Major Coit, the 
commander of the battalion to which 
niT command was attached, at 
Wright's battery, he ordered me to 
return to my headquaiters and to 
ascertain, as far as I could from such 
of my men as had escaped, the ex- 
tent of my loeSj and to get the third 
section of my battery, which had 
not been placed in the trenches, in 
readiness to move as soon as order- 
ed. These orders detained me at 
my headquarters, and, as my third 
sectioD was not called for, I witness- 
ed none of the fighting which re- 
sulted in the recapture of our lines. 
My loss by the mine explosion was 
Beventeen men and two officers kill- 
ed, uid three men captured. The 
I&ttec were caught by the falling 
earth in an ammunition bomb proof 
where they were sleeping, and before 
they could scratch their way out the 
enemy occupied our line at this point 
and made them prisoners. 

"My entire loss in killed and 
wounded during theseige of Peters- 
[ burg and the retreat to Appomattox 
■ ConrtnHouse amounted to about 
I fifty men, if my memory serves me 
[ right. The loss of my company re- 
\ cords on the retreat from Peters- 
V burg compels me to rely upon my 
I loemoiy alone. 



"After the mine explosion my bat- 
tery was placed on our second line, 
near the plank road, immediately in 
rear of the Crater, and extending 
a bttle beyond the Baxter Boad, and 
remained in this position until Pe- 
tersburg was evacuated, when it was 
withdrawn, and after the arrival of 
our troops at Amelia Court-House, 
we participated in the engagement 
with the enemy which occuired prior 
to the surrender." 

Mr. E.Myers, of Petersburg, Y:i., 
who was a lieutenant in the battery 
of Capt. J. A. Eamsey, of Col. Jno. 
C. Haskell's battalion of artillery, in 
a statement made August 26th, 18ft2, 
eaysL 

"Giving my recollection of the part 
taken by the artillerv in the battle of 
the Crater, July 30th, 1864, I will 
say that I was not personally engag- 
ed in the battle that day, but was in 
Petersburg. Two batteries of my 
battalion (Haskell's, of Longstreet's 
corps), however, did some service, 
Capt. Henry G. Manner's (N.C.) and 
Capt. J. N, Lamkin's (Va.) batte- 
ries. 

"When the Army of Northern 
Virginia under Gen. Lee entered Pe- 
teraburg from the north side of the 
James on that memorable Saturday, 
June 18, 18fi4, our battolion went 
into park in the ravine at the head 
of Sycamore street. During this 
time, both night and day, the firing 
along the lines was heavy and al- 
most without intermission. On the 
night of Sunday, June 19th, about 9 
o'clock, aportionof my battery (Ram- 
sey's, of North Carolina), with four 
ritie guns under my command, was or- 
deretl into position on the iront. Col. 
Haskell went with us, and pointed out 
the spot which had been selected for 
our guns, which was just or nearly in 
rear of the Elliott salient, and about 



I 
I 
I 



WAR TALES OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 



fifty yards east of the Jerusalem 
plank road. Immediately we went 
to work construetiiig earth -works, 
and they were thrown np In the 
quickest possible time, as there was 
a continuous whizzing of minnie 
ballets from the enemy's lines, kept 
up night and day, making it neces- 
sary for the men to have the shelter 
of a fortification. 

"I remember that as Col. Haskell 
and I rode along to this point the 
minnie balls weie constantly whiz- 
zing near us, causing us to dodge 
our heads, and bringing from Col. 
Haskell the remark that it would be 
an inglorious thing for a man, after 
passing safely through many hard- 
fought battles, to lose his life going, 
aa we were, at night, to take position 
on the line. 

"Lamkin'fl battery, which had 
been on detached duty in South Car- 
olina, and had returned to Virginia 
jost before the Wilderness campaign 
of 1864, having left its pieces in 
South Carolina was provided with 
muskets and fought to Petersburg 
as infantry. On reaching Petera- 
bui'g this lottery was furnished with 
small mortara, which were among 
the fii'st that had been used in the 
Army of Northern Virginia, and was 
placed in position on the east side 
of the plank road, about seventy- 
five yards east of Blandford Ceme- 
tery. In a short time the men of 
this battery became very proficient 
in serving these pieces. 

"Aft«r my command had occupied 
the position near the plank road 
above referreci to for about ten daj s, 
we were ordered with the rest of our 
battery into fortifications on the 
nortli Bide of the Appomattox in 
Koslyn bottom, fi-om which point we 
eould eufilade the enemy's line on 
the south side with our long range 
pieces. The works we left about 



the Jerusalem plank road were, upon 
our leaving them, occupied by Plan- 
ner's (N C.) battery, this battery 
being armed with short range Napo- 
leon guns. 

"These two batteries, Lamkin's 
and Planner's, weie active partici- . 
pants in the Crater fight, and cot- | 
ered themselves with glory on that 
occasion. 

"On the evening before the fight i 
I was ordered to report on the next 
morning at sunrise, for special duty, 
to Gen. Pendleton, Gen, Lee's chief ' 
of artillery, whose heatlquarters were I 
in Ettrick, on the north side of the I 
Appomattox, near the old brick I 
kiln. Just as I i-eached the place a i 
courier rode up and reported to Gen. i 
Pendleton the explosion of the minef 
at which the general expressed much 
surprise, saying we had been run- 
ning a oounter-mine, and he thought ' 
the Federals ought to have been 
heard at their work. Gen, I'endle- ' 
toji then turned to me and ordered 
me to report to Col, Prank Huger, 
who was then in command of the ar- 
tillery on the south side of the Appo- 
mattox, Gen. E. P. Alexander, chief 
of artillery of Iiongstreet'soorps, hav- 
ing beeu woimded a short time l)efore. 

"Receiving this order from Gen. 
Pendleton, I started for Col. Hu- 
ger's quarters, which I was inform- 
ed were in Petersburg, in Chievea' 
garden, on JeO'erson street, adjacent 
to Poplar Lawn. I crossed at Camp- 
hell's bridge. Shells of all kinds, 
principally mortar shells, of the 
largest size, were then flying in and 
falling all over that portion of the 
city. Be^idee this, I could bear 
heavy aud continue*! musketry firing 
at the front in the dia-ection of the 
Crater. 

"I r<Mle down Old street to Syca- 
more, np Sycamore to Bollingbrook, 
and down Bollingbrook on my y 
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to Col. Htiger'8 quartere. Aslirent Flanner, captaiu of Flanner's bat- 
ajon^ BoUiogbrook street one or tery 

mm homee on the south side of that „^^^, „^^ ^apt. W. Gordon 
street, east from and nearly opposite ,i„c,„^p,, „H„,»^ the Southern 
» the IkiUingbrook Hotel, were on Histurioal Society Papers on the de 
to.theiirebeiuBCaused.IpreBumed fence of Petersbirg, I think I haye 
by an eiplodiuB shell, and no effort n, ,; j, ^ j„^ ,„„,. „„, ^j^ ^^^j 
™ ^}'S'«f'' by any one to ex- ,, „if,,„ ^^j ,|ti, i^^j ^„ „„;,. 
ttngmsh the Hames I rode up Jef- ^ ,„ the article referred to. 
fcrson street to Ool. Hnger's quar- ..j „,^i„ ij,,t ,^, |„j^ „„„^ 
ten. and found that he had gone to „„j^ ^ „, „„,j „„p„^ ^. 
the front, ^otooncelnug that ray jirely of North Oarolinians, is enti. 
ndera reijmred me to go there to tM ,„ ,he credit of preyenting the 
look for hiin, I went to the hill near p^,,^, „ f^.^^ entering Peters- 
tbe reservoir and saw a part of Ma- ,, „„ ,^j morning of thS spring- 
hone's command near or upon the i„g'f the mine. The facts are IhesI: 
New Road on its way to the Crater. The mine was sprung about daylight 
it he point of obseriTition I oocu- „, j^^ 29,5, „, j„, » ^„j ^^ f^J^. 
pied there were flfleen or twen ,y j,^^, f„„„»c,, ^y the capture and 
other Conterlerate.. While we could „„„pition of our line of breast- 
n nothing of the fight, we knew by „.„j^, ^ ^,^^ ^ ^hey remain- 

tte^tinery and musketry firing we „, j^ ,^, works until 8 o'clock 
keatd in the direction of the Crater ^f„„ ^^^j p„paratious for the 
Uiat a fierce conflict was there rag- ajTanee. About that time they re- 

F mg. and strange to lay, not one of us f„„^ ^^^ „f ^^„,j „„^ l,„^^ ^. 
seemed to be doubtful of the result vancing towards tie city. Pllnner's 
—the restoration of our line-whioh ,„amy was posted in the main road 
Set was soon learned by the crowd „^, (j,. f,^ f^„ ^^„„( j^„ ^„^, 
of prisoners being brought in, all j^j j,|„,|,,-|. ^^ the rear of the Con- 
negroes, so far as I saw. federate breast-works, immediately 
*' About 11 o'clock I again went tn in rear of the mine, forming what 
,Col. Hager's quarters. Finding him might be considered a second line, 
I received my orders and start- but entirely without infantry sup- 

^~i back, crossed the river by Poca- port. Immediately upon the ad- 
^ontas bridge, and was struck with Vance of the enemy we opened upon 
file fact that 1 saw not a solitary them with shell and canister, and 
person on any street from "Washing- they soon sought shelter in their 
ion street to the river. Everything trenches. In a few minutes they 
^dong the streets seemed more quiet again formed and commenced ad- 
" an on a Sabbath." vancing. Again we opened on them 

with our six guns. The enemy press- 
In giving an account of what was 5,1 jteartily forward, when our guns 
done by the artillery at the battle of were double charged witb canister, 
the Crater there cannot be omitted and a dea<Uy tire poured into their 
IhefoUowingletter, which appears in ">"'»• ^hcir lines were then bro- 
the May number, 1878, of the South- S,™' ""'^ t'^.v «ed to the works and 
■ucii^j u •^ , oif, luc 301IIU there remained until our mfentry, 

"m HlKtnncal Papers (vol. V, page -— ,— —. 

,„ . .„ , ., ,. „ '^ "July 30th is. or couroH, here Intended. 
4i,)wntten by Capt. Henry G. fThe distance ie over ftOO yarda. 
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composed of the brigades of Mflhone, man, although present in the en 

Girardeyll and Saunders, all nnder gagement. It is due, therefore, tu 

the command of Mahone, arrived the brave men who composed mj 

and were placed in position prepar- command that they should be prop- 

atory to making the final charge, eriy placed upon the record, 

which resulted in the recapture of "We do not wish to lessen the 

the works about two o'clock in the claims to which the valorous tnxipe 

day.§ of other commands are entitled, ba' 

"The fire of the enemy, from near- jet ns make such contributions ai 

ly one hundred guns, was concen- the future historian can work into i 

tratedupon my company for nearly continuous narrative and dojnstic 

two hours ;^ but amid this terrible to all." 

rain of deadly missiles these brave „ . ^ , , t ^ -r. 

North Carolinians stood to their Brevet-ColonelJas.C. Dnane.maj 

guns and repulsed every advance of of engineers and acting chief «i 

made by the enemy, holding them gineer of the Array of the Potoma* 

in check alone, and without infan in his testimony before the Commit 

try support, until the arrival of Gen . ^^ ^^ ^^^ Conduct of the War, give 

Beaureeard with the troops com- ., ,„^. , _, . ,„„/ .3 

manded by Mahone before men- on the 20th of December, 1864, 8ai« 

tioned. "Orders were given to concentiAl 

"We claim the honor of saving our fire in order to silence the en* 

the day, and preventing what might my's fire while Gen. Bumside's op< 

have been a very serious disaster rations were going on after the eJ 

and probable loss of Petersburg, plosion of the mine. The position 

"No one save those who went had on the morning of the -SOth w» 

through the fiei-y ordeal can form on Gen. Wairen's line; I assiste< 

the slightest conception of the fury Gen, Abbott in directing his fire, 

of this attack. Not less than fifty The ISth corps was massed in tbt 

shell a minute were hurled at the rear and a little to the right of tlw 

company, and but for the protection !tth coi-ps. A portion of the 5lli 

a.fiFoi'ded them by the sides of the corps was massed along the line of 

road, they would have been swept the Norfolk railroad, in the cnt. 

off the feee of the earth. There are ready to support the attack of the 

those now living who can confirm ilth c«rp8. As soon as the explosiiM 

my statement; and if this should took place, all of thegunsontheliM 

meet the eye of the gentlemen eogni- of the 5th corps opened fire, and com- 

zant of these details, they will doubt- pletely silenced the enemy's fire. ' 

less do us this justice. The history remained on the line of the 5th oori* 

of a battle cannot l>e truthfully wril until nearly 8 o'clock, during whidi 

t«n from the same staud-poiut of any time we kept up a constant fire." 

IGirardey commanded nu brlgnde at the was Epmng a little over an hour after IM 

Crater, but was acting aa a BtafT-oiaver of time appoiiitoil. The artlUerj opuied ■* 

Mahone. directed and sueeeeded rHmarhabljinkMP* 

§The recapture by Sauudere vias about 1 lag down tlie enemy's fire, as he was fn- 

F. M. dently surprised. There was one b«tWZ 

UQen. Hunt, chief of artillery of the Ar- on the crest Iwshind the mine, which opeM* 

my of the Potomac, in hie testimony before at interrals. but which wae always -"—— ' 

tjie Committee on the Conduct of the War, att«r firing not more than two i 

already referred to, aaye: rounds." 

"On the morning of the 30tb the mine 
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Capt.AugustineC. Brown, of New Heighte, a mile, or nearly a mile, 
York, who commanded Co. H of the away from the scene of the disaster 
4th X.Y. Heavy Artillery and whose which had occurred on his front. 

•' „ . , iha primary object of my visit 

battery was in Fort Sedgwick ou the to ijjg headquarters was to see 
day of the battle, in a statement Gen. A, P. Hill, my corps-commaad- 
which appears in Capt. Hyland C. er, who, I was informed, was there. 
Kirk'B book, "Heavy Guns and I did not of course expect to find 
' Gen. Johnson anywhere else than 

Light, says: qq dl^g ground where his front had 

"We knocked down and practical- been pierced. Gen. Hill was not at 
ly leveled many yarda of the enemy's Geu. Johnson's headquarters, but 
works in our front, and demolished Gen. Beauregard was. Salutingthe 

silenced every gun bearing upon latter, I said, 'General, I have, by di- 

c part of the line except one whose reetion of Gen. Lee, two brigades 
eitremely heavy traverse defied all of my division on the way, near at 

IT efforts," hand, for the re-inforcement of Gen. 

A table furnished General Hunt, Johnson.' 

*f of artillery, bj cv.,. H.„, L. a?ZTl?:z:':iL°fsiz 

Abbott, who commanded the artille- personally know, and who appeared 
ryai^e train of the Army of the Po- to be about ready to take his Dreak- 
tonae, which appears in Capt. Kirk's fast, said, 'General, you had better 
v.,.„e .We mentioned,, how, tLat ^°™ "^/Z "S^r^iSSZ. S 
Federal guns tired m this action igt 1^;^ m^ko the attack.' To this 
, 33 rounds of shot and shell, the Gen. Johnson readily assented. I 
miBsilea a^regating over 75 tons of then asked Gen. Johnson what front- 
j^j age on his line the enemy occupied, 

n ' HI v ■ 1 „ ] Mia reply was, 'The retrenched cav- 

Gen Mahone, in a letter under ^,-^^_- ^ then rejoined, 'In feet, I 
OBte of August 20th, 1892, says : ^ant to know, Gen. Johnson, that, 
"Complying with your request to as you may imagine, I may deter- 
ftimish information as to certain par- mine the face of my attacking force.' 
Sculars in the history of the battle He then said, 'About 100 yards.' I 
ol the Crater, I will state that on the then asked Gen. Johnson to show 
morning of the 30th of July, 1864, me the way to the Crater, whereupon, 
•ny division rested with its left at calling up a young lieutenant of his 
the Rivea salient and extended west" staff, he said to him, 'Show Gen. 
wudly about one mile in the direc- Mahone the way to the Elliott sa- 
tion of the Weldon railroad. Hav- lient or Pegram's battery.' I then 
ing received an order to send two left Gen. Johnson and his headquar- 
o( my brigades to the support of ters, and with the young lieutenant 
Gan. Johnson, as narrated in your — Lieut. Harris, I think he was— I 
■ddresB, when the head of the col- proceeded hurriedly along the Jeru- 
utonof the two brigades reached the salem plank road till I reached the 
^trance of the covered way leading point at which it crossed the cover- 
nom the Hannon Pond to and across ed way, up which my two brigades 
lieJernsalemplankroad.Irodeover were then moving, the head of the 
to Gen. Johnson's headquarters, Yirgiuiabrigade, which was loading, 
*hen on the north side of Blandford having just reached that point. 
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Here I dismoTinted, entered the cot- trenches, full two miles away, for the 
ered way with the lieutenant and Alabama brigade to be broug'ht me 
hurried on in the direction of the quickly by the route by which the 
aceue of the disaster. The covered two brigades had come, then indicat- 
way, as you know, debouched into ing_ to Capt. Girardej; the ground od 
a ravine or gulch, which itself led which I desired the \ irginia brigade 
into a depression or swale along a formed facing the retrenchsd cava- 
little branch, the general course of lier of the sahent. 
which depreHsion was abont parallel "Occupying the position hereto- 
to the hundred or two yards of Gen. fore described, and from which, as 
Johnson's line next on the left or heretofore stated, I was able to corn- 
north of the Crater, and the bottom mand a full view of that portion of 
of this ravine was a httle over two the works occupied by the enemy, 
hundred yards in the rear or west and at the same time to intimately 
of this line. Arrived at the mouth direct the movement of my own com- 
or terminus of the first mentioned mand, I spoke words of encourage- 
ravineorgulch.thelieutenant.point- m en t and duty to the men as they 
ing across to the slope of the hill on filed by on their way to the position 
the east aide of this branch, a few which had been indicated to Capt. 
yards away, said to me, 'If you will Girardey for them to take for the 
go up that slope there, you can see attack. 

tlie Tankeea.' Moving quickly to "The Virginia brigade being now 
this slope, I found myself in fall in position, and the head of the 
view of the portion of the salient Georgia brigade having now left the 
which had been blown up, and of month of the covered way and filing 
that part of the works to the north up the depression to take its place 
of the salient, and saw that they were on the right of the Virginia brigade, 
crammed with Federal soldiers and theleft of the Virginia Drigadebeing 
thickly studded with Federal flags, notmorethaneightyfeetfromwbere 

"For the moment I could scarcely I stood and Girardey about midway, 
take in the reality, and the very dan- Girardey sang out, 'General, they 
ger to which I was at the time ex- are coming I' whereupon, turning 
posed came to my relief and bade my head to the left — atthemomenti 
me stand still, as the surest course was instructing the Georgia brigade 
of personal safety — I did not think as it was fiHng along up the depres- 
they would be so likely to fire upon sion — I saw the Federals jumping 
a single man — and ao I stood where out of the Confederate breast-works 
I could keep one eye on the adver- and coming forward in a desoltot? 
sary whilst I directed my own com- Une, as if to charge us, and in a tone 
mand, which every moment was in of voice so raised that the whole of 
fearfuJ peril if the enem^ should ad- the Virginia brigade might hear me, 
vance whilst the two brigades were I said to Girardy, 'Tell Weisiger to 
moving, and the larger part of them forward.' Capt. Girardey, like the 
were still in the covered way. brilliant officer he was — never lail- 

"A moment's survey of the situa- ing to do precisely the right thing 
tion impressed me with the belief, at the right time — rushed with op- 
so crowded were the enemy and his lifted sword to the front of the brig- 
fiags — eleven flags in less than one ade himself, repeated the command 
hundred yards — that he was greatly 'Forward' and led the brigade which, 
disordered buturesent inlarge force, as if on dress parade, and with the 
At once I sent back to my line in the steadiness and resolution of regolan 
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—and regulara they were in every 
■aense that makes the soldier effective 
—moved forward to meet the advanc- 
ing enemy. 

"Now, as yon know, on their arriv- 
il at the works there was a hand-to- 
hand fight, and the work of death 
by the bayonet and butt of the mus- 
ket went on till all of Gen. Johnson's 
line was retaken to the left of the 
traverse which flanked his 'retrench- 
ed cavalier' on the south, and to the 
light of which the enemy occupied 
some fifty feet of hia line, leaving it 
md the pit in the possession of the 
BDemy. 

"I took no note of the time and 
could notnow from memory fiive it, 
but, according to the records, this 
I charge must have been made hcfore 
I nine o'clock. Gen. Burnside, in his 
report of the action, fixes the time 
of the charge and re-capture of our 
works at about 8:46 A, M. At 8:45 A. 
a. Gen. Meade telegraphed to Gen. 
Warren directing an assault upon 
Qie Confederate battery on the south 
of the Crater. As early aa 9:15 A. M., 
Gen. Warren, replying to this dis- 
patch, tells Gen. Meade that just be- 
Tore receiving the dispatch to assault 
,Uie battery on the left of the Crater 
occupied by Gen. Burnside, the ene- 
my i"ove his troops out of the place 
sod he thought then held it. 'I can 
find no one,' ne says, 'who knows for 
certainty, or seems w illin g to admit, 
but I think Isawarebel battle-fiagin 
<it jost now and shots coming from it 
fills way. I am, therefore, if this be 
true, no more able to take the bat- 
tery now than I was this time yes- 
terday. All our advantages are lost. 
I await further instructions and am 
.tiyiii^ to get at the condition of af- 
fiura for certainty.' 

"At 9:25 A. M. Gen. Meade tele- 
Ifraphs to Gen. Warren: 'The attack 
ordered on the two-gun battery is 
Bospended.' And at 9:45 A. m.. Gen. 
Warren telegraphed to Gen. Meade ; 



'I find that the flag I saw was th^ 
enemy's, and that they have re-occu- 
pied all the line we drove them from, 
except a little around the Crater, 
which a small force of ours still hold.' 

"The small force referred to in the 
last mentioned telegram was that oc- 
cupying the fifty feet of our main 
line to the south of the traverse above 
mentioned. The Virginia brigade 
having made its charge, I put the 
Georgia brigade in position to meet 
any possible reverse to which the 
Virginia brigade might be sub- 
jected, and then hurried across the 
field to the works the Virginia brig- 
ade then occupied, and, after making 
a thorough examination of the situ- 
ation, so disposed the same as to in- 
crease the ability of the brigade to 
hold the works retaken, at the same 
time causing sharp-shooters to be so 
posted as to make death the penalty 
to those of the enemy who were at- 
tempting to escape and get back to 
their lines. It was whilst here that 
I remember young Butts, of your 
company, being killed in my imme- 
diate presence. He had just cau- 
tioned me, whilst I was looking 
through an opening in the works, 
not to expose myseli, I told him I 
would look after that, and almost 
immediately afterwards he received 
a bullet in his head, which killed 
him instantly, and he fell on the floor 
of the trench at my feet. 

"I hunied back to the Georgia 
brigade and explained to the men 
and officers the situation of affairs, 
and how they must make the move 
to retake that part of our main line 
still occupied by the enemy to the 
left of the traverse. They moved for- 
ward for the charge, but, unfortu- 
nately, obliqued too far to the left 
and came in behind the Virginia 
brigade. The terrific fire of the en- 
emy to which this brigade was sub- 
jected while passing over the inter- 
vening ground caused it to slide in 



thia way to the north and fail of the 
object its charge was desigoed to ac- 
complish. 

"Not with standi Dg this mishap, I 
realized that we were masters of the 
situation, but was eager to remove 
any Hugering danger to it which 
might come from a re-inforced effort 
by the enemy to regain the breach 
in our hnes which he had so success- 
fully effected. 

"At this juncture, now a little after 
10 o'clock. Gen. Johnson came upon 
the ground in the depression in 
which my brigaile had formed for 
the charge, and sent for me to come 
to him from the breast-works. I 
met him there and it was agreed be- 
tween us that he would have his men 
in the main Hue to the south of the 
Crater push down upon the enemy 
occupying the fifty feet there, and 
that I should renew the assault with 
the Alabama brigade, now arriving. 
He fixed 1 o'clock p. M. as the time 
at which he would be ready to co- 
operate with his forces. 

"In the meantime Col. Haskell, 
a brilliant ofiicer of our artillery, al- 
ways hunting a place where he 
could strike a blow at our adversa- 
ry, presented himself for any service 
I could advise. There were two 
Coehorn mortars in the depression 
already referred to, and I suggested 
to him that, if he could serve them, I 
would have them taken up to the 
outside of the Crater, at which place 
he could employ himself until one 
o'clock, as perhaps no such oppor- 
tunity had ever occurred, or woidd 
be likely to occur, for such effective 
employment of these Uttle imple- 
ments of war. Col. Haskell adopt- 
ing; the suggestion, and the mortars 
being removed to a ditch within a 
few feet of the Crater, they were 
quickly at work emptying their con- 
tents upon the crowded mass of 
men in this horrible pit. 

"While this deadly work of the 



Coehorns was going on, sharp-shoot- 
ers sent back to the pit, dead or 
woanded, every man who attempt- 
ed to scale its sides and get away, 
and bayoneted muskets of the dead 
were, like javelins, hurled into the 
pit by those who could do nothing 
more to hasten the completion of the 
work all were anxious to close out. 

"Meanwhile the Alabama brigade 
being formed on the line from wnioh 
the Georgia brigade had made its 
unsuccessful attempt, and the honr 
of one o'clock having arrived, thia 
brigade, commanded by Gen. Saun- 
ders, imitating the steady and res- 
olute step of the Virginia brigade 
and its magnificent alignment all 
the way, completed the restoration 
of Gen. Johnson's hue to the con- 
trol of Gen, Lee's army, leaving the 
enemy now occupying only the Cra- 
ter or pit and because he could not 
safely retreat. 

"At this moment the Alabama 
brigade went into the portion of the 
works to the south or right of the 
traverse above mentioned, with its 
left resting on this traverse, being 
now immediately^ to the right of this 
traverse. To this point I went as 
soon as the Alabama brigade made its 
charge, and upon reaching the works 
I called for 100 volunteers from 
this brigade to go into the pit, not 
content that any of the enemy should 
remain so near, subordinated though 
I felt that he was to our controL 
Upon this call for volunteers being 
made, so many offered themselves 
for the service that the trouble would 
have been to determine who should 
not engage in this desperate under- 
taking. 

"Meanwhile a white handkerchief 
was raised in the pit, and upon the 
response to come in a large number 
of prisoners came pouring over the 
crest, which, includingthe few whioh 
had been previously captured dur- 
ing the day, footed up 1,101. 
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"TheBS men, in passing to our 
rear over the dreadful slope, had 
many of their nnmber killed and 
woonded by the mistaken fire from 
tiie guDB of the Federal batteries 
that bad previously so fearfully blis- 
tered all the ground in rear of 
the works retaken. 

"Taking the average estimate 

f'ven by several authorities on the 
ederol side, the troops congregat- 
ed for this assault upon Gen. 
Iiee's line may be safely estimated 
,st not less than 45,000, whilst that 
of my brigades did not exceed 1800. 
"It is not improper to add to this 
Btatement that no body of troops 
took part in t)ie three several 
charges made by the brigades of 
my division, or otherwise engaged 
in the work done by them, result- 
ing as heretofore described in the 
full and complete restoration to the 
control of Gen. Lee's army of that 
portion of the works which the enemy 
nad taken on Gen. Johnson's front.^' 
In 1872, in a letter to Geu. Ma- 
hone, dated April 25, 1872, Gen. 
Weis^r made the following Btat«- 
ment in respect to the part he took 
in the liattio of the Crater: 

"Afl I was about leaving the cov- 
M«d way I received the following or- 
der from you: 'Form your brigade 
foe the attack and inform me when 
yon are ready.' This order was 
promptly obeyed, the line formed 
aoA men ordered to lie dowu until 
ordu^ to charge. I then directed 
my aid, Capt. Drury A. Hinton, to 
inform yon I was prepared to move 
forward. This message was deliver- 
ed, and your reply returned was, 
'Wait for orders from me (yourself) 
or Capt. Girardey,' which reply had 
heen scarcely delivered to me when 
Gapt. Girardey, who was then acting 
on yonr staff, came up to the right 
of my line, where Capt. Hintou and 



myself were standing. At this time 
I discovered that the enemy were 
pfeparing to charge me, as an officer 
with stand of colors in hand sprung 
from the works and commenced the 
formation of a line of battle in my 
immediate front. I i-epeated my or- 
ders to Capt. Girardey, pointed out 
the movement of the enemy, and sug- 
gested the propriety of charging at 
once, if not all would be lost. He 
replied that he was directed to pro- 
long ray line to the right with the 
Georgia brigade and send us in to- 
gether. Perceiving the rapidity with 
which the enemy was forming, and 
the imminent danger of being over- 
run before the Georgians could ar- 
rive on the field, Capt. Girardey as- 
sented to my views. I therefore re- 
quested him to state my reasons to 
you for so doing, and immediately 
charged with my brigade, which, in ■ 
gallant style, carried the works as 
far as my line would cover, captur- 
ing several hundred prisoners and 
eleven stand of colors, with a loss to 
my command in killed and wounded 
of 283 officers and men. Soon after, 
the Georgians were sent in, and later 
in the day, after I had been compell- 
ed to leave the field, the Alabama 
brigade under General Saunders, was 
sent in and the remaining part of our 
works held by the enemy captured." 
In the month of June, 1880, 
the Eichmond (Va.) Commonwedih, 
in an editorial entitled "General 
Mahone and the Crater," pub- 
lished the letter from which the 
foregoing extract is taken, and 
also a letter written in 1S76 by Gen. 
Weisiger to Capt. W. Gordon Mc- 
Cabe, dated Nov. 17, 1876, giving 
substantially the same account of 
Gen. W.'s command of the brigade 
from the time of its formation on the 
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slope of the hill from which the per that I should make the foUowiug 
charge was made. The aceonntsgiv- extracts; 

en by Gen. Mahone and Gen. Weis |-,„p, c^„,j, Rldgeley Goodwill, 
iger, reepectively, difTeringaB to the of G6n..T.F.Gihuor'B8taff,inastato- 
giring of the order to charge, it was „^„t j,^ Baltimore, Jannaiy 4, 
sought by thlB editorial to show that jgjg^ ,.^o wa« a volunteer Bid on 
Gen. Mahone was not entitled to the q,„ Mahone's staff in the battle of 
credit of the suecess at the Crater, ,^^ f.^^^^ ^^,.,_^ menHoned the 
and also that he (Gen. Mahone) was ^^,^g of Courier Henry26 to hurry 
in the covered way at a time when „p ganndora' brigade, says; 
he ought to have been elsewhere. ,,„. .... 

"live minutes had not elapsed 
, ^. . . . when the enemy charged to the crest 
Upon the appearance of this edi- ^^^.^ ^^^ deUvered a%olley. Then 
U)ria], a committee of old soldiers, it was that fiiranZei/, not Weisiger or 
members of Mahone's brigade—Jas. anybody else but Girardey, sprang 
E. Tyler, captain of Co. D, 12th Va. up in front of the men, and, waving 
regiment, Jas. E. Phimps, first lien- ^is sword, gave the command to -for- 
of Co, G, 12th Va. regiment, Leroy 

8. Edwardfl, sergeant of Co. E, 12th CaP*- ^^'- A- S- Taylor, who was 
Va. regiment, and Jas. A. Gentry, adjutant of the Blst Va, regiment, 
private of Co. I, of the Oth Va. regi- '^ ^'^ statement dated July 16, 1880, 
ment, feeling that injustice was be- s^J's; 

ing done to Gen. Mahone, undertook "^V^lilBt waiting for and expect- 
to collect statements from partici- ^'^S the command 'Guides Post, 'I 
. . ., .- , ■ .1 4.1, saw Girardey, of Mahone's staff, 

Dants in the action, and in the month ■.■..'. i, i_.. . .' 

yauia lu uuc m.u , . . wavc his hand above his head and 

of August, 18S0, the pubbcation of gi^^at 'Chargel' I presume theor- 
the ftowinio«iof((M ha\'ing been in the der came from Gen. Mahone, and, 
meantime Buspended, the committee with the command, started in a run 
published in the Richmond (Va.) for the works. We went forward at 
„„ . u J 4. I .1 a trail arms and in a splendid line of 

Whrg a number of statements and ex- ^^^^^^^_ ^^^.^.^^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^^ 

tracts from statements made by par- («,njmand dcUvered it« fire and fin- 
ticipants, officers and soldiers, giving ished the work assigned it with the 
theii- recollections as to the matter bayonet. In a very few minutes 
in controversy. Along with these thereafter Gen. Mahone was at that 
HtatementH was a vieorous and caus- P*"^'o° "^ *'^^ ^°'^^^ occupied by tJie 
Statements was a Mgorous and caus ^^^^ Virginia, and I hmrd him re- 
tie letter from Gen. Mahone, to which ^^^k that 'the work is not over and 
there was a rejoinder of like charac- that tve must retake the balance of 
ter from Gen. Weisiger, published in the line.' " 

the Richmond (Va.) State of Septem- Col. Wm. H. Stewart, Lieut.-Col. 
ber, 1880. of the 61st Va. regiment, who com- 



From these statements it is pro- Se. RabvrtK. Eeurj. ofTuawell ooimty, Vk. 
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Bianded it in the action, in a state- 
ntetit dated July 21, 1880, says: 

'As soon a£ the column halted on 
the ground from which the charge 
i to be made, you came from the 
liead of the column, directed me to 
■ave every man in line, and cantion- 
id me to see that no man was left 
iknlking in the covered way. You 
also gave me minut* directions as to 
the manner of advancing. You then 
:i«ttimed to the right of the line, and 
just about this time the alignment of 
^■ay regiment had been completed, 
tlie enemy made a demonatration and 
t^e order to charge was given from 
the right. I van luider the impres- 
tion that it came from you. As my 
attention was to the &out and you 
were on the right, I did not see you 
until we had gained the outer breast- 
works. I then met you aud begged 
yon not to unnecessarily expose your- 
self." 

Col. Geo. T. Rogera, colonel of the 
6th Va. regiment, who commanded 
the brigade in the action, after Gen, 
Weisiger was wounded, in a state- 
ment dated July 22, 1880, says : 

"The regiment I commanded was 
in front and on the right of the 
brigade (6th Va.), and before de- 
bouching from the covered way re- 
ferred to into the natural ravine 
parallel with the entrenched line, 
and from which we charged. Gen. 
Uahoue stopped me and informed 
me of the character of the work to 
l)e done, described the position we 
were atjont to move upon, and or- 
dered that with 'fixed bayonets and 
without a shot until within the 
trenches,' the charge should be 
made. He then also informed me 
that the Georgia brigade of his divi- 
sion would form on my, right as soon 
as practicable and join the charge. 
I do not doubt that like orders and 




instructions were given to each com- 
mandant of a regiment. 

"Before the Georgia brigade could 
be brought into position the enemy 
showed a purpose to anticipate our 
charge, as I afterwards learned, for, 
by our position iu the ravine, I be- 
ing on the extreme right, we were 
entirely hidden from any view of the 
line or the movements of those hold- 
ing it, when Gen. Mahone, I assume, 
seeing their design, ordered our 
brigade forward at once aud alone. 
We captured the line equal to our 
front, but could not cover the Cra- 
ter; and upon the instant almost of 
reaching the entrenchment Col, "Wei- 
siger called to me that he was, he 
thought, mortally wounded, and 
turning over to me the command of 
the brigade, retired, with assistance, 
from the field. The brigade for the 
moment was in great confusion; our 
loss iu the charge had been very 
heavy; the work of death was yet 
rife in the trenches, and our men 
were suffering terribly from an en- 
filade tire, poured fmm the Crater 
proper, that projected far to the 
rear of our line, as well as from the 
fire of the main line of battle of the 
enemy. 

"T/ien I met Gen. Mahone in the 
trenches and received from him 
timely instructions for the disposi- 
tion of the men and orders to hold 
the position, at any hazard and un- 
der any loss, until he could bring 
another brigade to our relief," 

Mr, Jas. H. Blatemore, who was 
one of Gen, Mahone's courieiB, in a 
statement made July 28, 1880, says: 

"Satisfied with the progress of 
the tjoops, Gen. Mahone rode rapid- 
idly to Gen. Bushrod Johnson's 
headquarters, whence, after a hur- 
ried consultation, he proceeded in 
advance of his command to the open- 
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ing of the covered way. Dismoiiut- iger, but at once springing in front 

ing here he walked forward to the of the left of the brigade, aud wav- 

front, stood on the i-isiug ground of ing his sword over his head, he gave 

the ravine which made out from the the word to charge and led the men 

right of the covered way in a direc- to the assault. Our position was re- 

tion nuarly parallei to the works cap- taken at the point of the bayonet, 

tured by the enemy, aud thence took Gen. Mahone then rejoined the brig- 

a careful survey of the field and the ade at a point near the 'pit,' and in 

position occupied by the enemy, my hearing thereafter gave such or- 

The enemy were in full view and not ders as brought in the Georgia and 

more than two hundred yards dis- Alabama brigades, and led to the 

tant from where Gen. Mahone stood, restoration of the int^rity of our 

Seeming to have resolved upon his lines." 

plan of attack, -Qen. Mahone at once p^-ofesBor R. W. Jonea, who com- 
dispatched an order to the trenches ^ , ,, ,„„ „ ' . 

for the Alabama brigade to join ns ^'^^^^ the 12th Va. regiment, m 

by the same route along which we tis statement made January 3, 1877, 

had come.* At this time the Vir- to which reference has been already 

ginia brigade arrived, and under made, referrmg to his address men- 

' tloned in the statement, says: 



the directions of Gen. Mahone was , 
formed by Capt. Girardey along the 
line indicated by the general, and "Before I had quite fmished my 
waa kept at its post with bayonete address some of the men called my 
fixed and ready to charge. At this attention to the fact that the enemy 
moment I could not have been more was moving one of his lines out of 
than two fe«t fiom Gen. Mahone, the works towards us and forming 
who was standing a short distance for »n attack upon us. In a loud 
from and a little in advance of the voice I announced the fact, and sev- 
left of the line of our formation, and eral voices repeated it. The next in- 
who waa then awaiting the move- stant Capt. Girardey commanded 
ments of tJie Georgia brigade, emerg- 'Forward,' which I instantly repeat- 
ing from the covered way. Just ed, aud the whole of my regiment 
then Gii-ardey, looking in the dii-ec- promptly leaped forward. Sot a 
tion of the enemy, suddenly ex- iiia" hesitated. I remember seeing 
claimed, 'Herethey come!' or 'Gene- one member of his staff during the 
ral,theyareeoming!'meaningtheen- formation of his line of battle, but 
emy. This emphatic announcement do not now recall his position when 
called Gen. Mahone's attention from thv^ forward movement by us b^an, 
the men immediately by him and and "lo "ot remember to have heard 
brought from him the quick, sharp his command. The word 'Forward' 
order, 'Tell Weisiger to go forward.' came, I thiut, from the brave Capt. 
This order Girardey instantly gave V. J. B. Girardey." 
in his own gallant way. Impatient jj^j Wm. H. Etheredge, whoeom- 
for the light and knowing his men, . . ^, ,,■,,- . .... 
Girardey did not wait to rjacli \Ym,- "»""'"^ "" ^» ^a- nW"""""* " "■» 

action, in his statement dated July 

■From this statement It appears that it ICth, 1880, SJiys; 

:,ri«7;! wl'Swli ZS1::'Z "We ™™ ord.r«i ^ obarg, He 

Alabama brigade, but eome other courier, enemy — the order coming, to the best 
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of my recollection, from General Ma- 
lioii«, throii{;h Major Girardey, who 
was present at the time. Gen. Weis- 
iger was present and I think on the 
rigbt of the line, bnt when thu order 
was given to charge I did not think 
it came from him, but from Gen . Ma- 
hone, through Maj. Girardey. I 
thought BO then; I think so still." 

Mr. Putnam Stith, of Co. E, 12th 
Va. infantry, in his statement dated 
I>ecember 3, 1876, says: 

"We charged. I heard no orders 
given to do so. My firm conviction 
is that none were given. I think I 
waa near enough to Gen. Weisiger 
to have heard his command if he 
had given any." 

Mr. H. V. L. Bird, of Peterabiirg, 
Va., a member of the color-guard of 
the 12th Va. regiment, in a statement 
made in 1880. says: 

"We did not know who gave the 
order to charge, bnt at the time it 
was BUpposed to have come from Gen , 
Mahone. We no more thought it 
necceeary to question that than to ask 
who had whipped in the fight, uor 
do I doubt either uow." 

Mr. John E. Laughtou, Jr., first 
lieatenaat of Co. D, 12th Va, regi- 
ment, in bis statement dated Decem- 
11, 1876, says: 

"The command 'forward' was giv- 
en to the right of the line * * * 
by Capt, Girardey, of Gen, Mahone's 
staff, which command was repeated 
by myself and other subordinate 
commanders. Having seen Gen. Ma- 
hone superin tending this portion of 
the line, ray impression- was that the 
order of Capt. Girardey to forward 
came direct from Gen. Mahone," 

Capt. Thos. P. Pollard, captain 
of Co. B, 12th Va. regiment, in his 
Btateauent made June 30, 1880, mys: 



"The order came, I think, fi'om 
the right to forward. * * * * 
Said orders, I always thought, ema- 
nated from Gen. Mahone, as he was 
in such close proximity to our line, as 
was also CJapt. Girardey of his staff. 
******* 

"Just here I would say that, in my 
judgmenfi, our success on that ocj»- 
sion was very much due to the man- 
ner in which Gen. Mahone had dis- 
ciplined the old brigade, as also to 
the confidence they had in him." 

Mr. Thos. H.Cross,of Co.A, IGth 
Va. r^'t, in a statement made to 
the committee in the summer of 1880, 
says: 

"I saw Gen. Mahone .just before 
we started in the charge and saw 
him again at the breastworks. 

"The order to forward was given 
by Capt. Girardey, then acting on 
Geu. Mahone's staff." 

Mr. Thos. E. Eichardson, orderly 
sergeant of Co. K, 12th Va. regiment, 
in his statement made in Deceml>er, 
1876, says: 

"When the enemy came out of the 
works I was iu twenty feet of Gren. 
Mahone. He and Maj. Girardey 
were talking. When the move on 
the part of the enemy commenced 
Miy. Girardey left Geu. Mahone and 
ran to the front, giving the command, 
'Forward, men.' Maj . Jones, of the 
12th Virginia, gave the command at 
the same instant and we moved nnder 
his orders. I heard no command 
from Gen. Weisiger. The move com- 
menced from the left of the brigade, 
immediately where Gen. Mahone 
was standing." 

Mr. W. W. Coldwell, of Co, C, 
12th Va, regiment, ia member of the 
battalion of sharp-shootei-s), in his 
statement dated June 30, 1880, says; 
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"I had not lost sight of him (Ma- care of him. My brother and I lioth 
hone) five minutes when the enemy are willing to make oath to this state- 
began forming outside the captured ment." 
portion in our front. ***** 

At that moment one of the men in G^n- Weisiger, in his rejoinder to 
the 12th jumped upand firedhisrifle Gen. Mahone's letter, published in 
and ^yelled, ^Forvrard^' That^ was the Richmond (Va.) ««fr in Septem- 
ber, 18S0, as has been stated, said: 



the first sound I heard and we all 

jumped up and moved rigUt at them. 

Then Weisiger called out to ns, "I have never claimed to t>e the 

'Don't fire.' * * * Weweread- hereof that occasion, but do claim 

vancing when he said this, and I am that I gave the order to 'forward!' 

positive Weisiger did not give the at the opportune moment, when it 

command 'Forward.' wasobservedthattheenemywerepre- 

"In the movement from where we paring for a charge. There was only 

laid down to the trenches which we °°^."f.^o ^^\^ ^ ^ don^-either 

captured, I did not see Gen. Mahone, ^.i'** '^'«,^°'i ^ o^er-run, or charge 

but in less than five minutes after ^""^ ^^^ bayonet, 

we were in the works he was in our "The certificates published vary 

midst, encouraging the men, iu the as to who gave the command to for- 

thickest of the fire. He joined us ward and from which Hank of the 

from the dii'ection of the left." brigade it came. Some heard one, 
some another; all may be honest in 

Mr. T. H. Hines, of Vo. \i, IBth their opmions and belief. 

Va. regiment, in a statement dated ,<jt j^ ^^^ expected that an officer 

Suffolk, Va., July 21, 1880, says: can be heard along the entire line of 

"Seeingacommunieation in print »/^^™«"* «^ brigade, especially 

from Gen. Weisiger, claiming the Jf hen the artdlery was in full play, 

honor of having led Mahone's old ^^ ^ /"^^ ^""^X «f *" subordinate offi- 

brigade at the battle of the Crat^^r, cers to rep«it aU commauds given by 

and also stating or intimatmg that ^^" ^"PT"**"" "*'*^; . ^ ^P*?-* ^''\ 

Gen. Mahone was not present until P^^; ^^^^^^ -^'^ not.ui the hne of 

after the fight was over, T beg leave battle from ita formation to the time 

to state that, as a member of Co. IJ, J^e charge was made; nor was he in 

16th Virginia Infantry, I was in that ^^^ captured works until altsr I had , 

charge and in the fight. My brother, ^een wounded and retired. He has 

J. C. Hines, was near me and was ??* ^«, ,">>■ knowledge claimed it for 

wounded, having his right arm shat- J^"'^'^ ', ,^^ ^^ **^y ^een done by his 

tered by a bullet while in the works i^iends. 

about half an hour after we reached Iq ^ig letter to Capt. MoCabe, da- 

the breast works. Gen. Mahone was ^ November 17, 1876, Gen. Weisi. 

near us in the works immediately in ' ' 

the light; and when my brother was ^*^ says: 

Mounded spoke to him and asked if "A short time after leaving the 

hewasmuchhnrt; then directed him works I was wounded and left the 

the way to get out and where he field with ('apt, Hinton, my aid. Id 

could tindasurgeon; at theBametime coming out I found Mahone at the 

directed me to go with him and take vexy point at which I bad left him 

L ^ 
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the 'covered way.'* I reported to 
ini that I had been wounded, and 
turned the coiuniiiad over to 
•kmel Rogers, of the (Jtii Virginia 
'ment." 

Jndge Drury A. Hinton, who was 

id-de-camp to Gen. Weiaiger, in a 

Iem«Dt made September 5, 1892, 

"On the night preceding the bat- 
tle of the Crater, the headquarters 
of Mahone's brigade were in the 
"WUlcox house. About midnight a 
«oaTier reached our headquarters 
nrith an order from Ocn. Lee which 
Itaj . Benj , H . Sash,^" who was acting 
assietant adjutant -general of the 
brigade, read aloud. The pui'port 
of this order was that Gen. Lee was 
anticipating an attack somewhere on 
the lints the nest morning and di- 
rected that the brigade should be un- 
der arms by 3 o'clock A. M. Find- 
ing that I could be of no assistance, 
irith the request that I should be 
awakened when the first gun should 
be fired, I fell asleep. About day- 
break I was awakened by the falling 
of a shell within twenty feet of the 
Willcox house. Hastening to the 
vorks, which were two or three hun- 
dred yards distant, I found the meu 

'AocordiDg to Judge Hinton'e atatomont, 

|«Q. Uahone w&s at this tlmu standing not 

'bt the "coyered way,' " but "at a little ar- 

or about thirty steps from thu left of our 

Ine," which arbor, with Its mortar, or mor- 

-ira, I distinctly remomtyer, and ae passing 

■vfler wo left the "oovered way," the words 

"covered way" hero used being understood 

fend tfltended, as elsewhere, to Include the 

nvine or gulcti Into which the artijlcial 

^'Dorered way" that began at the plank road 

'debouched." as mentioned In Gen. Ma- 

. jooa's statement, which ravine or gulch, be- 

ingitseltanaruml "covered way," in which 

'Umtb wa« little, if any. artidalal work ne- 

' g pooa ry, runs into the "ravine," "depres- 

■ton" or "ewalo" along which the brigade 

"^mned for the charge. 

B Judge Hiuton Is oorreot Id his state- 
iMitthatQen. Weiaiger "remained In oom- 



awake, in the trenches, with arms 
stacked and camp-fires burning. By 
this time the firing had become quite 
rapid, particularly about the point 
at which our works crosses the Jeru- 
Balem plank road. In a few minutes 
an exploding shot from about this 
quarter passed down our breaat- works 
and took ofiF the legs of three men 
who were standing together and whom 
I knew personally and had enlisted In 
1861, They were Sturdivant and 
McDonald, of Co. G, 41st Virginia 
r^ment, and another member of 
the same company whose name has 
escaped me. 

"Shortly after this a terrific ex- 
plosion occurred, which shook the 
ground perceptibly. Most of the 
ofRcei-s who were aware that a de- 
tachment of men under the command 
of Capt. Jno. K. Ludlow, of the 6th 
Vii'ginia r^ment, had been couut«r- 
niining about the Eires farm, proba- 
bly guessed what had happened, 
namely, that the enemy's mine had 
been spiung. 

"Within the space of an hour or 
more, but not later than 7 a. m., I 
feel sure, an officer came to onr line 
and inquired if that was Mahone's 
division. He was informed that it 
was, and having announced that he 



I 



mand of the brigade until two ui 
fui charges had been made by Wright's 
brigade," when Gen. W., after belngwound- 
ed. met and reported to Gen. M, that "he 
(W.) bad been wounded and had turned over 
the command to Col. Boeera of the Gth Va. 
regiment," then Gen. M. had been to the 
works and had returned to the point at 
which Gen. W. here saw him. If, however. 
Judge E. Is mistaken in his statement, and 
Col. Bogers is correct in hia when he saya, 
"Upon the instant, almost, of reaching tbe^ 
latrenchment. Col. Weiaiger called to me' 
that he was, he tliought, mortally wounded, 
and turning over to me the command, re- 
tired, with assistance, from the Held," then 
Gen. Mahone had probably not been to the 
breast-works when Gen. W. saw him, as 
mentioned in the latter'a statement. 
Zl. BenJ. H. Nftab, at ItlchmoDd, Vk. 
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desired to see Gen. Mahone a cou- 
rier was sent with him to Mahone's 
headquarters at the Branch house, 
less than a quarter of a mile distant. 
Within less than a half-hour Gen. 
Mahone reached our brigade and 
directed Col. Weisiger to have his 
men fall out of the works, man by 
man, with arms trailed, and form in 
the same way in the rear, and then 
to move off as quietly as possible, 
left in front, towards the ravine, east 
of the city water works. 

"The brigade, being now out of 
the works, was marched left in front 
along the route indicated in your 
address, and finally reached a ra- 
vine running north and south, and 
about parallel to the line of our 
breaat-works, then in the possession 
of the enemy. At the end of the 
covered way along which we passed 
to this ranne, and at the point at 
which it intersects with the ravine, 
was Gen. Mahone, standing by a tra- 
verse, to whi(!h a horse was tied. 
Here he directed Col. Weisiger, who 
^vas leading the brigade, to move up 
the ravine and prepare to charge. 
Gol. Weisiger promptly did as di- 
rected, and placed his brigade along 
the slope of the hill with its left rest- 
ing some distance from the traverse 
referred to. 

"Ck)l. Weisiger, being now on the 
right of the line of battle, directed 
me to order the men to fix bayonets 
and lie down, and then to inform 
Gen. Mahone that he was ready to 
charge. I did as directed, going 
along dowu the line and repeating 
the order to the r^mental com- 
manders, and abiding that the men 
had better reserve their fire until 



they could see the whites of the ene- 
my's eyes. AVhen I reached Gen. 
Mahoue he had moved southwardly 
from the traverse, and was standing | 
by a mortar under a little arbor abont i 
thirty steps from the left of our line, 
Geu. Mahone, receiving Col. A\>iMi- 
ger's message, said, 'Tell <'i>l. Wcis 
iger to wait for an order Ir-jin nie oi- 
Oapt. GJrardey' — which 1 under- 
stood to mean an order from himself J 
in person or delivered through Gi- I 
rardey. 1 

"Soon after I reached the right of | 
the line and delivered Gen. Ma- 
hone's response, Capt. Girardey i 
came to where Col. Weisiger and 
myself were standing. Just at this ' 
moment a magnificent looking Fed- 
eral officer stepped ont from our 
works, and, as we could perceive by 
his gesticulations, was calling upon 
his men to form line preparatory to 
a chaise. The call was indifferent- 
ly obeyed. Here and there a man 
would jump out from the works, but 
the great mass of the men in the 
trenches failed to respond. At this 
Juncture Col. Weisiger said to Gi- 
rardey, 'Captain, had I not l>etter 
go in now!' 'No,' said Girardey, 
'Gen. Mahone desires to annex 
Wright's brigade ou to you and'send 
you in together.' A few moments 
later, however, Capt. Girardey au- 
thorized him to charge. Colonel 
Weisiger then gave the word 'For- 
wanl!' which was immediately eom- 
miinicatcd along down the line, and 
with one impulse, as it seemed to 
me, the whole brigade sprang for- 
ward and rushed up the hill, mak- 
ing the most brilliant and orderly 
charge I ever had the opportunity 
to witne.S8.* 



•Mr. Timothy E. Griffith, the preseDt "On the day of the Crater fight Iwas& 

owjierof the Crater farm, and who has lived boy 12 years oI age. On the ITthday of June, 

on the place constantly ainoe the year 1885, 1864, the day ou which Pegram's batter; 

in a Btatemont made Sept. 13, 1SU2, saye: took poaitlon aa deeoxibed by Capt. Pegi — 




"A» soon us Ciipl. Hlnton p«sseil dowi 
we lay oil ths grouDd. BiDcl. with great 1:11 
to chKtge ftiid reuapturo our works, now 
one huQilrBd yBtdBdialam. The enemy 
At the coiunuini] ' rorwaid ' ever; man 
qulRk nnd wltb a yclL Eviry man Is ex 



MAJ. K1CHAR1) 

line, rapt. Joucs Ateppad 



front or lu, u 
e called upo> 

the hands of the eneny. They are only ibout 

Are but one volley berore the works lire reached. 

iipauled to rise and move forwaid at a doulile- 

ted to do hlsdal;.'" P. i!ii. 
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CAIT. nitURV A. UINTON. 
retake the raeumbeol poelllon, Capt. Dniry A. Hliiton, aeUtig aid- I 



de-camp nf Col. Wetaiger. walks ailing Ute tine and dlreclK (li 
the men to renen-e thalr Are nnUl tlia enemy are reached." 

"I rcmembeT seeing CoL Welalger and Capli. Elintun and Olnidey. Tliey mored along 
the hrlgadc line and wen) la dlftbnsiil pUoesaCditTerent times. They ac 
nous fcniFmy," 1 
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"Arrived at the works, Gen. Wei- 
siger remained in couimaud of the 
brigade until two unsucceasfnl 
oharges had been made by Wright's 
brigade, when he was wounded. I 
assisted him from the £eld between 
11 and 12 o'clock, and on reaching 
the before -mentioned arbor, where 
"Was the mortar referred to, we met 
Gen. Mahone, who, I am satisfied 
from the several statements of par- 
ticipants in the action, had previous- 
ly been in the breast-works with the 
zaeu. 

'Col. Weisigerhereinforme^KIeu. 
Jlabone that he had been wounded 
sod bad turned over the command 
of the brigade to Col. tigers. 

'On our way out, going by the 
route by which we came in, we pass- 
ed Gen. Beauregard and C-ol. &im'l 
B. Paul, of his staff, at the plank 
road, and a short distance beyond 
■we met Gen. Saunders, with his Ala- 
ua brigade, going to take bis part 
In, the action. Col. Paul, as we came 
np, remarked %o Col. Weisiger, 
'Colonel, you all have covered your- 
selves with glory.' Gen. Beaure- 
gard made a profound bow . 

"I desire to add to what I have 
said, that, in this flght, in my judg- 
ment, Col. Weisiger did all that the 
most gallant and experienced brigaile 



commander could possibly have done 
and that Gen. Mahone demonsti-ated, 
not only his ability to handle a di- 
vision, but also his capacity to win 
a brilliant victory under the most ad- 
verso circumatances and in the face 
of tremendous odds." 

That there arose the controversy 
disclosed by the foregoing state- 
ments has been a matter of sincere 
regret to the surviving members of 
Mahone 's old brigade, and they who 
never questioned the courage of 
either of their old brigade comman- 
ders, both of whom they have seen 
on manyabattle-field, feel that gross 
injustice is done by any imputation, 
however slight, that Gen. Mahone 
at the battle of the Crater was, at 
any time during the progress of the 
action, for the purpose of avoiding 
personal danger, at any place, on or 
ofE the field, where his duty as a di- 
vision commander did not call him. 

When the Virginia brigade made 
its charge, Gen. Mahone, of course, 
remained in his position in the ra- 
vine along which the Georgia brig- 
gade was then filing to take its po- 
sition to the right of the Virginia 



In Ms Btatement. my fatber's bouse stood in 
tbe angle between the Baxter Bu&d and the 
Jerusalem plank road. IsawFegram'sbat- 
tiery take its position on tbe evening of the 
ITth, and earlier. In the afternoon of the 
Bame day. I saiv the officerB who selected the 
Une whilst the; were engaged in this work. 
About Monday, or Tueeday, after Saturday, 
the lath, my father's house was bunii'd. 
Prom tbe night of the 15tb of Juno to the 
night of tbe ITth this house and yard wi-rn 
occupied by Oen. Beauregard and BtafT as 
headquarters. 

"On tbe morning of July 30th, I was In 
Petersburg when the explosion occurred^ 
mj father's family had refugeed there 
— 4)ut before seven o'clock I was out on 
the llnea and went to the mortars that were 
■tatkued OD tbe plank road, behind tbe em- 



bankment to Lbe north of the situ of my 
outer gate. When tbe charge of Mobone'a 
brigade was made. I was standiDK In tbe 
road just la front uf the Uee house, there 
being a mortar just at this place, and from 
this point I witnessed the charge. I could 
not see the left of the brigade, but saw its 
right as it ascended the slope and made for 
the works. I hoard the sliouts of the men 
and the clashing of the guns when tbe troops 
reached the works. 

"Gen. Beanregard, at tbe time the charge 
was made, was at the Gee bouse— this he 
told me when making a visit to tbe Crater 
a few years after the war. I have often 
heard It stated that there were other prom- 
inent ofQoers at tbe same place at tbe time 
of the charge." 
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brigade. To Iiave eharg'ed along be that Capt. Girardey g'ave the or- 
with the Virginia brigade, as was der. If be gave it, after saying to 
the duty of its brigade commander, Gen, Mahone, "General, they are 
and as did Gen. Weisiger, would coming!" (aa narrated by him, Gen. 
have beon evidence that Gen. Ma- Mahone), then the order came di- 
hone had lost his head, and, with rectly from Gen. Mahone throngh 
the Georgia brigade of his division Girardey. If he (Girardey) ga,\B 
then nioving along under his eye, the order before he said to Mahone, 
and needing his presence to put it in "General, they are coming!" and 
the position it was filing along to Judge Hinton is correct in Ms state- 
occupy, would, under the circam- mont when he says that Girardey 
stances, have been criminal indis- "authorized him (Weisiger) to 
cretion. charge," then the presumption is that 

The Virginia brigade having made Girardey actetl in so doing within the 
its charge. Gen. Mahone, having scope of the authority given him by 
seen the Georgia brigade file to the Gen- Mahone, his chief, 
position from which it was intended If both Gen. Mahone and Jndge 
that it should charge, hunied across Hinton are mistaken in their respec- 
the alope over which the Virginia tive statements, and Gen . Weisiger 
brigade had just charged to the is correct in every particular of bia, 
breast-worka, and was in the works the discovering of the opportune rao- 
with the troops within a few minutes ment to chai^ was probably only 
after the Virginians got into them, what was done by every one of the 
encouraging the men, posting sharp- trained veterans under him, men and 
shooters and arranging for the in- officers, who cast their eyes to the 
tended charge of the Georgia brig- front and saw what was transpiring 
^Q^- there, and the giving of the order to 

With facts like these, which cannot (-harge at this particular time, vriti 
be disputed, supported aa they are by ^^ implied, if not the express as- 



o much evidence, the allegation that 



of the division commander's 



staff-officer there present and per- 
do all in the way of personal pres- ^^^^^^j^ ^^^^ f^^ j^j.^^ ,.^ ^^ly 
ence at the scene of conflict and post ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ijl^ ^^^ 
of danger that should, or would, have y,.^^^ ^ j^j ^^edit. 
been done by the bravest of divi- 

Bion oomnanders, under like oir- »«"• Wei.lger'. reputotion aa a 
cumatanees, m ulletlj „„ie„.ble, l""!!""' ""^ "S*"™"' <»"°"'°1". 
and should be abandoned aa Myo- <»"'«<' ""'" SMtoiued on many bia- 
I toric fields, does not require that he 

As to who gave the order to «1">"'<> '» "eh' )■' ^^ controveray. 
charge at the opportune moment, On the bloody field of Malvem 
the weight of testimony seems to Hill, one of the severest battles (rf 
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the war, the Virginia brigade under 
Jfabone iron many lam-ols, and the 
12th r^'t, with Weiaiger at its head, 
was in the forefront. In this action 
be was a conspienoiis figure as he 
led his regiment about sunset to the 
advanced position held during the 
Eight by Mahone's and Wright's 
brigades; the position to which Gen. 
Magmder in his report refers when 
he says, "Uarkuess had now set in 
and I thought of withdrawing the 
troops, but, as we had gained many 
advantages, I concluded to let the 
battle Buljside, and to occupy the 
field, which was done within one 
hundred yards of the enemy's guns. 
Kcltetfl were accordingly established 
by Brigadier-Generals Mahone and 
Wright, whose brigades slept on the 
field in the advanced position they 
bad won;" and the position in which 
the brigade remained until after day- 
light the next morning, constituting 
the small body of troops to which 
Gen. Mahone iu his report refers, 
when he says, "The small body of 
'b'oops now remaining upon the field 
and under my command were of my 
own brigade exclusively, and with 
but few exceptions of thcTwelfth 

•Gen. Enrly, in hla report ot the batHo o( 
Iblvt^m Bill, says: 

"ABMKinaslt nasllftht enough nnxtmom- 
tDgan appalling spMstaolewBspresenti-ilto 
ir view in fruiit. The neld for eomo dia- 
a from the eaemy's position was lltei- 

-' 1 with the dead and wounded, 

fere lying In every direction. It 
IS uiparent that the enemy's main body, 
'frttb nia artill«ry, had retired, but a body 
:tf eftvaliy, supported by InFantry, was soim 
ttaoorered on the fletd. To the right, near 
jthe top of the hill leading up towards Uie 
ly'a poaltioii, we saw a body of our own 
ledlstanunoff, lying down, which 
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Virginia, the exertions and gallantry 
of whose colonel (D, A. Weisiger) in 
conducting the operations of his reg- 
iment merit high commendation,"* 

From the day that Gen, Mahone 
took command of Anderson's divis- 
ion in the ■Wilderness down to the 
battle of the Crater, a period of near- 
ly three months, in a campaign in 
which the Virginia hrigade was in 
several hard fought battles and was 
almost constantly under fire, and was 
adding to its reputation as one of the 
best in the Confederate army, Gen. 
Weisiger was at its head, always at 
the post of duty and of danger. 

With a record of this kind, this 
gallant officer can well afford to have 
the verdict of impartial history de- 
clare that he was probably in error 
in this matter of controversy; and 
with equal truth can it be said that 
Gen, Mahone, with his brilliant re- 
cord as a commanding officer, a record 
illustrated by a series of successes up 
to the last days of the Confederacy, 
can well afToi-d to concede to the gal- 
lant man who succeeded him in the 
command of his old brigade all that 
the latter claims as to the giving of 
the command to charge.t 

proved to be a Email body under Brlgadler- 
Generals Uahone and Wright." 

fTlie following entry made !n my diary, 
containing Intormatlon published In the 
newspapers of the day, may properly be In- 
serted here as showing the work done by 
the division ot which Qeu. Mahone had 
command during the campaign of 1864, tbe 
Virginia brigade of which during the great- 
er part of the time was under the command 
of Gen. Weisiger. the brigade being present 
In almost every engagement In which the 
division came In contact with the enemy: 
'■Tuesday. Mar. 21, '65, 

"Operations of Mohone'a division di ' 
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And now, in concluding the addfm- 
da relating to tlie battle of the Cra- 
ter, it is proper to submit a few ob- 
servations about the artillei-y: 

Maj , Walker thinks the battle was 
"an artillery fight" and that "the 
enemy were practically whipped be- 
fore Mahone'B command took part in 
the action," whilst Capt. Manner 
claims ' 'that tbfe battery commanded 
by" himself, "and composed entirely 
ofNorthCaroIinians, is entitled to the 
credit of preventing the Federal army 
from entering Petersborgon the morn- 
nil^ of the springing of the mine." 

Is it clear that, if the brave South 
Carolinians nnder the gallant Mc- 
Master had not fought in the deter- 
mined way they did for nearly four 
hours-— from almost immediately af- 
ter the explosion until Mahone's 
brigade appeared on the scene — 
Wright's battery under Coit and 
Jones on the north, Davidson's bat- 
tery under Gibt>8 and Walker on the 
south, and Flanner'a battery aud 
Lamkin's mortars on the west of the 
Crater, with Langhome's mortal's on 
its southwest, would have had the 
opportnnitj' of making the reputation 
they did for those in charge of them ! 
Had this infanti-y failed to do the 
splendid work they did during all 
those trying hours — hours that seem- 
ed to the actoi-s more than sixty min- 



utes each, as may be inferred from 
the statements of MaJ . Coit and Col, 
McMaster, and of several of McMas- 
ter's command, as to the time of the 
charge of Mahone's brigade — who 
can say that all of the guns and all 
of the mortars of Jones, Haiskell, 
Coit, Walker, Planner, Tjampkin 
and Langhorne would not have been 
in the hands of the enemy long l)e- 
fore Mahone could have come up 
with any part of his command 1 

For nearly four hoars — from the 
time of the explosion about 4:45 a.m. 
to the time when the Virginia brigade 
made its charge, about 8;45 a. m. — 
the South Carolinians, a part of them 
in the trenches north of the Crater 
disputing the progress of the Feder- 
als, almost foot by foot,apartof them 
in the ravine from which the Virgin- 
ia brigade charged, under Col, Smith 
and Capt. Crawford, stood as a bar- 
rier to the advance of the enemy. 
About 8:45 the enemy in great force 
began to form for their charge. Sup- 
pose that Mahone's brigade had not 
then been in the very spot whei-e it 
was, or, being there, had not charged 
justatthetimeitdid. Isitclearthat 
the enemy would not have reached 
Cemetery Hill and at this time made 
short work of the artillery t 

In the record of what was done on 
this day the artillery have much of 



ctunpolgn ot 1864, hb etiown by ofllolal re- oomraSiDds which at dItTerent times have 

ports: foufibt Mahone's division, toot up ll.DW, 

"The command has capturod—FiieoDers, from whluh It appears tbat thu division du- 

6,704; Ploceeot artillery, 15; Stands otci>l- ring the campaign liiflloted a loss of 1T,7(M 

ore. 4!; Small arms. 4. 367; Horsiis, 23i; men upon the enemy. 

Wagons and ambulances. 49; Slaves, 63T. "The loes of the division during the eam- 

"Aocording to enemy's own statements, palgn toots up &,24S killed, wounded And 

ttie losses in Idlled aud wounded In thoae misalng." 
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which to be proud, but to this arm 
of the Bervice in the main the glory 
does not belong. Maj. Walter is 
■B mach in error when he claims that 
the battle of the Crater was "au ar- 
tillery tight" with the enemy ' 'practi - 
cally whipped before Mahone's brig- 
ade took part in the action," as is 
Capt. Planner when he claims that 
his battery "is entitled to the credit 
of preventing the Feijeral army from 
entering Petersburg" on the morn- 
ing of that action. The fight was 
one in which botJi infanti'y and artil- 
lery took part and in which neiUier 
could have accomplisbed much with- 
oQt the efficient aid of the other, and 
it is believed that this is a conclusion 
which will be reached by any impar- 
tial student who will read the details 
of this memorable engagement. 

Since the greater part of the foregoing 
addenda has been in priut, Mr. Tboa. F. 
Bivee, of Dinwiddle county, Va., an in- 
teUigent and competent civil engineer, 
the county aurveyor of that county, has 
msdea survey and map of the battle-field 
of the Crater, ehowmg the Crater and 
principal land-marks of the battle-field, 
the map to appear in this voimue. 

From the meaiiurements made by Mr. 
XUves, as shown on his map, the follow- 
ing facbH appear: 

The c«ntre of the Crater Is distant from 
sundry points, ae follows — 

From the centre of the Baxter Road at 
the point nearest to the position of Dar 
vidson's battery, 373 yards. The cmbra- 
mire of its most important gun, mention- 
ed by M^. D. N. Walker in hiaatatement 
on page 203, was 100 feet mulh of the 
centre of the road. 

From the Jerusalem plank road, 533 
j'arda. Flanner's battery was probably 



located in the angle between this road 
and the Baxter Road, about the site of the 
house of \Vm. H. Griffith, deceased, the 
father of Mr. T. R. Griffith, the present 
owner of the Crater farm. 

From the position of Wright's battery, 
655 yards. 

From the nearest point of the railroad 
cut of the Norfolk & Petersburg (now Nor- 
folk & Western) railroad, 405 yards. This 
is the cut to which Capt. Bich'd G. Pe- 
gram refers in his statement on page 207. 
It is north of the Baxter Road, and in It, 
between the road-crosaing and Taylor's 
Creek, on the north side of the railroad 
track, stands mile poet 7fl. The cut refer- 
red to by Col. Duane In hla statement on 
page 212 as that in which a portion of 
the 5th (Warren'a) corps was massed 
doea not appear on the map, being the 
next cut south of the Baxter Road, and 
the western end of what ia known aa 
"Summit Cut." 

From the willow tree mentioned on 
page one hundred and fifty-three, 323 
yards. Mr. Riveslocatestberightof Ma- 
hone's brigade when about to charge about 
BO yards south or toutlieast of this tree, 
which, I feel satisfied, ia correct, or nearly 
correct. This tree is seen In the photo- 
graph taken iu August, 1892, for this book. 
The amaller willow tree near the right of 
the picture, beyond the corn-field, standa, 
like the other willow tree, several yarda 
in the rear of the position of the line of 
battle. The jwHt Indicated on the map 
and visible in thepieture(to theleftof the 
smaller tree) marks about the left of 
the line of battle, being about IS yards 
northwest from the point at which ita 
left probably rested wheu the brigade 
was about to charge. 

The high ground north of the Crater 
along which were the Confederate breast- 
works occupied by the Federal forcea ia 
now (I8H2) visible from the windows of 
the trains of the Norfolk ■& Weatern rail- 
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load as they pass In the vicinity of the 
Crater at a point unrtheast therefrom. 
The poste of the wire fenee, plainly visi- 
ble on the brow of the hill to the left, 
mark the general cuurie of these works 
oa the high ground. On the 30th of July, 
1864, a heavy body of timber stood between 
the meadow and the breaet-wurka at this 
point and nbacured the breaat-works [l^jm 
the view of one Btondlng on the railroad. 
The same body of timber stood in front 
of the breast-works ou the hill upon 
which wtood Wright's battery. At this 
point, also, the timber lias disappeared, 
leaving only a hedge-row of small trees 
visible in this picture on the brow of the 
hill on the right. 

Since the address and addenda have 
been in print the following typographi- 
ual and other errors have been noted, and 
it has been deemed proper here to correct 
them: 

The 161,b Va, regiment was command- 
ed in the action by its lieutenant-colonel. 
Col. H. O. Whitehead, and not by Capt. 
L. E. Kelly, a» stated at page 153. The 
name of tiio mtgor of the 4l8t Virginia 
regiment was Wm. H. Etheredgc, not 
Wm. H, Etheridge, as printed on this 
page. 

The word Infantry in the note near the 
foot of page 179, should be read with in- 
verted commaH next after the letter^, so 
as to show the quotation. 

lu Mr. J. E, Whitehorne'a statement 
on page 190 he says, "Whilst this was 
going ou I was astonished at the splen- 
did handling of a piece of artillery to our 
left and rear." After going over the 
ground he is satisfied that the artillery 
referred to was Wright's battery, which 
was to his left and front, and he directs 
the word/ro«( to be sultatituted in tbe 



place of the word rear in this sentence. 

Gen. Delevan Bates calla attention to 
the following errorw in his statement and 
requests their correction; An omitted 
word, J(, should be inserted next after tbe 
words what to da or how to do, in the first 
column of page 1S.3, and in the sentence 
but all stopped at the Crater until all the 
Murpmerrtwoutr, in the same column, the 
word all before the words the aurprUe 
should be omitted. In the nest column, 
on the same page, the word companies 
near the top of tbe page should be strick- 
en out and the words tftc ftank substitu- 
ted. In the last mentioned column the 
word ojicere should be substituted for 
offi-qfflcera. In the first column on tbe 
next page (p. 184) the word /arm should 
l>e substituted by tbe word /ormer before 
tbe word (ife aud the hyphen omitted. 

In tbe statement of Mr. Wm. C. Smith, 
on page 1S5, the name of David MeOoTt- 
noehie la erroneously printed David Mo- 
Vonichie. 

In the statement of Mr, Putnam Btitb 
on page 188, in the second column, the 
words in clone proximiiy of Meade Ber- 
nard's hsad should read in d-aac proxim- 
ity to Meade Beniard'n head. 

In the letter of M^. D. N. Walker, in 
the second column of page 204, the name 
of Capt. Manner is erroneously printed 
Manner^. 

In Capt. Pegram's statement on page 
207, strike out the word instant after the 
words and figures on the 16th. 

In Gen. Mabone's statement on page 
213, place inverted commas, to show tbe 
quotation, before the words The primary 
in the first paragraph of the second col- 
umn, and before tbe words Oeneral Deau- 
reffard in tbe second paragraph of the 
same column. 
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A DARING EXPEDITION. 



AX ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFED- 
ERATE VETERANS, OF PETERSBURG, VA., ON THE EVEN- 
ING OF JANUARY 2nd, 1890, BY Mr. FREEMAN W. JONES. 



GOMBADES: I)ort to Capt. Read at Driiry's 

The story I shall now Bluff. A young friend, Mr. Fraser, 
relate, I am sure, wlU be one and myself, determined to offer our 
of interest to you, as, so far as I am services. We reported that night to 
aware, it has never as yet been given Capt. Read, as directed. After 
to the public. I have for a long spending a quiet night at the Bluff, 
time felt it would be an interesting not then knowing the dangerous er- 
matter of history. The hero of this rand ux)on which we were bent, the 
expeditionwasCapt.Chas. W. Read, next morning, February 3rd, aftef 
of the Confederate States navy, who an early breakfast, we were ordered 
was at the time stationed at Dru- to fall in line, our command num- 
ry's Bluff, on James river. I was at bering about 120 men. Very soon 
the same time stationed a few miles we were armed each with a heavy 
below this point on what was then cutlass and pistol — the former a 
called the ''Howlett line,'' extend- large knife about twelve inches long 
ing from James river to the Appo- by about two and a half inches wide, 
mattox, and held by Pickett's divi- Our pistols were, most of them, 
sion. I was an humble private in old navy flint-and-steel pistols, car- 
Co. E, 56th Virginia Infantry, Hun- rying only one ball. Matters began 
ton's brigade. to look serious, at least to me. I 

On the 2nd day of February, 1865, should have felt better if I had re- 
orders came to my regiment that a mained with my regiment. But as 
few volunteers were wanted for an there was no chance to make an ex- 
expedition, and those wishing to go change now, I soon determined to 
could do so. The order was to re- make the best of a bad bai-gain. 
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It was very soon told n8 that we 
were going upon a dangerous jonr- 
noy, and that every man was ex- 
pected to do his duty. We had 
thirteen marines along who were 
armed with rifles. The rest of the 
command consisted mostly of sail- 
ors, together with a few artillery 
and infantry men, armed as I have 
described. In a short time up drove 
four wagons coupled at great length, 
each bearing a long boat, and on 
each side two or more long heavy 
poles. On the end of each pole was 
fastened a tdrpedo. The sight of 
these implements of marine warfare 
added to the discomfort of many, 
myself oue of that nnmber in partic- 
ular, as I have a horror of water 
when it gets beyond the depth of 
three feet. Ah before stated, the 
object of this expedition was to dis- 
lodge Gen. Grant from before Pe- 
tersburg. Just think of it, Com- 
rades, 120 men going on an expedi- 
tion to foree Grant with over 100,000 
troops to evacuate Petersburg! At 
first blush such an expedition strikes 
oue as siiuply ridiculous. 

But let UH look at the facts of the 
case before passiugjudgmenti 

Oapt. Reaxi told me his plans with 
his own lips. I cannot, therefore, 
be in error in my statement. His 
plan was this: He intended to go 
around Gen. Grant's army, and, 
when fully in his rear, ho expected, 
under cover of night, to board one 
or more United States transports 
then lying at anchor in James Bivcr, 
at a point known as IJnrwell's Bay. 



After capturing one or more of these 
boats he expected to steam at once 
up James Biver and take poesessiun, 
if possible, by surprise, of the first 
gun-boat he met. "I am sure," said 
he, "l)efor« they could nossihly have 
known what was going on, I conld 
have run alongside and boarded a 
gunboat with my meu, and, ha\-iDg 
thus captured the first gun-boat, with 
this gunboat and my toi-pedoes, 
I could easily have sunk the rest of 
the gun-boats. Besides, at the fli-st 
signal, our own gun-boats, which 
were Ijing in readiness near the 
Howlett house, in James Biver, 
would have come immediately to my 
rescue. My plans were made known 
to Gen, Lee, and approved by him, 
and were also approved by Preei- 
deut Davis himself." 

Let tis now see how far he carried 
out his plans and what caused the 
failure of this most daring under- 
taking: 

On the morning of February 3, 
1865, we left Drury's Bluff and 
marched about two miles west of 
Petersburg, and camped on or near 
what is now the farm of Dr. D, W. 
Laasiter. On the 4th we marched 
some fourteen miles, going above 
Bargees' mill on the Boydton plank 
road, thence a few miles south, to 
the left of this road. It was bad 
weather, and we could not get our 
wagons along, as the roads were bad. 
Making an early start the morning 
of the 5th, we had only gone a short 
distance when heavy picket firing 
was heard in our front. In a s 




while some cavalrymen came rush- 
ing back and told us the enemy were 
adrancing and we would all lie cap- 
tured. Our gallant captaiti was not 
to be easily discouraged. We soon 
fonnd a road leading further to the 
sontb, and by rapid marching made 
good our escape. We marched some 
thirty miles that day, and by nine 
o'clock that night we were camped 
at a safe distance iu Grant's rear. 
On the 6th we marched some fift«en 
miles and canipe<l near Wakefield 
Btatiou, on the Norfolk & Petersburg 
xailroad, now the Norfolk & Western 
Tailroad. On the 7th we continued 
our journey, and about midday we 
halted until we could procure some 
forage for our teams. Just as we 
were about to resume our march our 
attention was directed to a horse- 
man coming at full speed toward us. 
Being in the enemy's lines, of coiirse, 
the sight of this approaching horse- 
1 caused much excitement. We 
Boon saw he was a Confederate, and 
knew he must be bearing an im- 
portant dispatch. Riding up at full 
speed, he dismounted and handed 
Capt. Bead a dispatch from Gen. 
liee. This dispatch waa to inform 
Capt. Bead that, since our departure 
from Drury's Bluff, one of our na- 
val officers had deserted and had in- 
formed the enemy of his (Capt, 
Bead's) whole plan, Capt, Read 
was also informed that, unless very 
cautious, he and his whole command 
would be captured. 1 can never for- 
get how exhausted this courier and 
his horse appeared. The poor horse 



could not stand, but reeled from side 
to side like a drunken man, while 
his rider, though exhausted, ap- 
peared much pleased at reaching us. 
Capt. Read then ordered the second 
officer in eommaud to take us back a 
few miles and t^i leave the road some 
distance. The order was also to al- 
low no fires to be kindled, and tiiat 
the men be kept as quiet as possible, 
while he, Capt. Bead, with his guide, 
would ascertain whether tliere was 
danger ahead. 

For nearly two days we were kept 
in suspense, hidden away in swamp 
aud woods, at the end of which time 
Capt. Bead returned and said that 
he had found the enemy in heavy 
force, consisting of infantry, artille- 
ry and cavalry, a few miles ahead. 
He afterwards told me that, but for 
the timely arrival of this messenger, 
the last one of us would have been 
captured, and he thought probably 
would have been killed. We made 
our way back by a most circuitioua 
route, by way of Sussex Court-House 
and Stony Creek, thence by Dinwid- 
dle Court-House, where we safely 
reached our liues. We reached 
camp the evening of the 13tb of 
February, having l)een eleven days 
on the march. Worn out, hungry 
and suffering much from cold, we 
were glad to get baek to old quar- 
ters once more. 

The great aim and end in view 
on the part of Capt. Bead would 
have always, perhaps, been un- 
known, even to me, Coniradee, (as I 
confess I at the time little dreamed 
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uf the grtjftt aud dangerous work "Some two months ago the Pica- 
Ihat hart been plannetl for our little ?"«« published a lengthy history of 
1 i.i\i,iri, j*™^ Capt. Reitd's career during the war, 
Uud to do), but I chanced to mt^t ^V ^^^^^ ^j ^^^^ ^J^ ^,^^^j 

Witt thiB gallant captain m the city jjte chapters of a romance. Capt. 
wf New Orleans during the spring of Read never repeated them, althong-h 
Xmi, and he then aud there, in bis furnlBhing data about any particu- 
,„iet™y,k,„diyrel.« ., .e hi» L" J°Thf ,Tco?d''S„l'a i 'li; 
plans and purposes as I have related tory, and Northern chronicles accord 
them to yon, and he seemed much him as much praise as the writers of 
pleased to meet with one who had the South. He was the naval hero 
followed him on that expedition. ^ ^^'' ^'^'■' ^"'^ ^^f l^'e Capt. Sam 

^, , ^ ^ ,., - ,.,.■ "■ lilanc, a lamented leader of the 

Tht) ehara«ter of this expedition, Iq^^i ^ar, fitly styled him the John 
in\-olviug so much peril and aiming Paul Jones of the Confederacy. 
at such grand results, entitles it to "Capt. Read was born in Yazoo 
an important place in the history of ^'^^^^Y, Miss., in 1840. He had 8 
,,,,_,., love lor the sea from early boyhood, 

the war, and Capt. Bead, its prqjec- ^^^ ^^^^^^_ ^^^ obtained an ap^ 
tor, deserves to be remembered as pointmeut to Annapolis. There he 
among the bravest of the brave. graduated and was made a cadet oa 

the Powhatan. As soon as the news 

of the secession was received the 
ADDBSDUM. ship started from New York. Young 

Since the foregoing address wa*< Read resigned on the way, left the 
, ,. , , ,, ^ ,^ ^ ship when it lauded, and came south 

delivei-ed by Mr. Freeman W. Jones, to report to President Davis and 
the brave and distinguished Captain Secretary Mallory. He had just 
Charles W. Read has gone to join reached bis majority when he don- 
the great majority of the heroes of ^ed the uniform of a Confederate 
lieutenant, and was assigned for 
the late war. ^^^^ ^^ tl^^ steamer McRae at New 

In the New Orleans Pimyunf of Orleans. He took part in the naval 
January 26, 1890, in which was made battle preceding the fall of the city, 
the announcement of his death at f^^ fought with noteworthy gaJ- 
Meridiau, Miss., on the pre.-*ding ^"Sutenant Read then joined the 
day, the foUowing interesting sketch Arkansas, the celebrated ram, which 
of this gallant man appears: had a short, bloody and brilliant 

"A THRILLIKO BioaHAi-HY. !"» °° ''"' Mi.sU.ippi commaDd- 
ing the stern guns in all her actions. 
. "The news of the death of Capt. After a brief spell of sickness at 
Charles W. Read will be read with Jackson, Miss., he was ordered to 
regret by many. The brave soldier the steamer Florida at Mobile. On 
who passed away was honored all the 15th of January, 1863, she made 
over the broad land for his valor, her escape to sea through the block- 
and beloved by his friends for his ading fleet, and commenced a long 
loyalty, his modesty and the many list of captures. One of these cai>- 

Eood qualities that distinguished tores was the brig Clarence, which 
is noble character. Capt. Read obtained penniBsioa bt. 



Capt. Read obtained peniUBsioa b). 
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A DARING EXPEDITION. 



iftrd with a crew and set out on a 
ivateering oroiae. From the Clar- 
ence, Read and hia crew transferred 
theniselYes to the TacoDy, the Ar- 
cher, and other vessels, played 
hsToc with Northern ships that came 
their way, and made a bold stroke 
by ^ing into the guarded harbor 
at Portland, Maine, and carrying off 
Um revenue cutter Caleb Cushmg. 
The daring Confederates were final- 
ly eaptored and sent to Fort War- 
ren. There Capt. Read assisted in 
organizing and carrying out a plan 
to escape, lay all night on wet ground 
after the elements placed the rescu- 
ing boat out of reach, was prodded 
with the bayonets of passing sen- 
tries, and coolly walked back to the 
fort when daylight made further 
concealment impossible. 

"The heroic young officer was es- 
ehan^d, and appeared at liich- 
mond for more duty. At the latter 

Elace he organized several forlorn 
opes to destroy Grant's base of 
sapplies, open James Biver to the 
Southern fleet, and give Lee an op- 
portunity to break the lines fast 
dosing around the Confederate 
capital. Read displayed a desper- 
ate daring in this series of actions 
almost beyond belief. The last for- 
lorn attempt by a land expedition, 
was frustrated by treachery, and the 
little band of men engaged in the 
march bad to trace its way through 
the woods at night, and ford the 
Appomattox River when it was cov- 
ered with ice. Reventy-four of the 
hundred men who took part in the 
i|dan remained in the Hichmond hos- 

Eitals long after the evacuation of 
le city. 

"Capt. Read closed his war record 
with the wonderful run of the ram 
Webb, from Alexandria, on the Red 
fiiver, almost to the mouth of the 
river. The boat was specially pre- 
pared for the trip, and in April, 
1865, she passed through the 1 ed- 



eral fieets along the Mississippi, 
and had almost passed New Orleans 
when her identity was discovered 
and chase given. The Webb gave 
her pursuers a glorious race, and 
twenty -five miles below the city 
Capt, Read slowed np to allow the 
Hollyhock, which had distanced the 
others, to advance. Just then the 
masts of the Richmond were seen 
over the point ahead. Read thought 
it was a trap, and prepared to fight 
the formidable Richmond, when a 
flat was discovered between. The 
Webb would have to go around and 
pass under the enemy's broadside. 
Read knew what that was and so 
ordered his own ship run ashore, 
and each man was told to shift for 
himself. The cavalry had been sent 
down from New Orleans and anr- 
rounded the' sailors, and the latter 
returned to their boats, preferring 
to fall into the hands of the navy. 
The Webb's crew surrendered to 
one of the gun-boats and were con- 
veyed to New York. Gen. Kirby 
Smith's surrender gave them ^1 
their freedom, Capt. Read among 
them. 

"Since the war Capt. Read contin- 
ued to follow the sea as a profes- 
sion, and took up hia residence in 
New Orleans. For a number of 
years he commanded the City of 
Dallas, of the Royal Mail Line, en- 
gaged in the fruit business between 
this port and British Honduras. 
The gallant sailor was happily mar- 
ried to Miss Carter, of Meridian, 
Miss., and his home was brightened 
by several lovely children. His life 
took him often away from home, 
but it seemed as if he had found 
snug harbor at last when Governor 
Nichols, recognizing the veteran's 
worth, appointed liim one of the 
harbor masters of the port. But the 
Great Commander had already de- 
cided to call the brave sailor home 
to his reward. He was stricken with 
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disease just as he was aboat to en- by a more relentless foe, and the 

ter upon a season of rest in the bo- fearless commander's ship of life 

som of his loving family. The char- went down in the ocean of eternity, 

acter of the man asserted itself to ''A fearless soldier, a stainless man, 

the last. He looked fate hopefally a devoted husband and father, a 

in the face, and after the doctors faithful friend and a loyal citizen — 

said there was no help he quietly it is no wonder that a legion of true 

remarked to the writer, at their last hearts, all over the south, mourn 

interview, that he would obtain a his passing away." 

leave of absence from the governor, 

go up to the Mississippi hills for a Note.— Mr. Fraser, the young Friend of 

month, and return in condition to M^- ^^^^^^f^ ^,/^Tt>^''^''°' he refers 

I.- J I.' ^ r^ L Ty J J* J on page231, was Frank R. Fraser, of Bruns- 

resume his duties. Capt. Kead did ^1^^ county, Va.. a private in the same 

get well, only to be stricken down company with Mr. Jones. 



LAST DAYS OF LEE AND HIS PALADINS. 



AS ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFED- 
ERATE VETEUANH, OF PETERfiBUKU, VA., ON THE EVENING 
OF THE 6th OF MARCH, lago, BY Dr. JOHN 
HERBERT CLAIBORNE. 



GOMRADES : 
"Anna Virumqne cano" 
— sang the Bard of Mantua 
ID epic story, which nineteen cen- 
tories have decreed immortal; but 
it is a Btory whose stirring incidents 
piiie in shadowy nothing, in the 
presence of that mighty drama, 
whose tragic history you made in 
the "Seven Last Scenes of Lee 

AND HiB P *T.AT1 t\'a," 

The poet has not been born nor 
the orator made, who, with lyre or 
tongue, has given to the world a 
fitting recital of that heroic strug- 
gle of one short week, in which was 
lost a cause and country that we 
bad dreamed to be a heritage from 
heaven, and which we had loved 
even better that life. 

Do not look to me, therefore, for 
song or story worthy of Confede- 
rate fame. I have no flower of 
rhetoric to show, no measured linea 
of epic vers© to bring, to your camp 



fire to-night; I have only a simple 
story to tell, a tale of personal rem- 
iniscence, a recouutal of march and 
bivouac and battle, measured by 
septenary deeds of heroism, of days 
of disaster, iu which the heavens 
seemed hid ; and finally, of a black 
and starless night, in which the war- 
rior's banner was planted for the 
last time by warrior hands, and of a 
coming morning of unspeakable 
sorrow, when slowly and sullenly it 
was furled forever. 

When, in the memorable cam- 
paign of 1864, Lee and Grant, on 
the 18th of June, confronted each 
other in the trenches at Petersburg, 
I was in the city, assigned to duty 
as senior surgeon, or executive offi- 
cer, in charge of all general military 
hospitals at this post, reporting im- 
mediately to the general command- 
ing the department. 

My duties were scarcely of a pro- 
fessional nature at all— I had no op- 
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portunity of seeing the sick and 
wounded except on tour of inspec- 
tion — but my whole time was. con- 
sumed in receiving and forwarding 
morning reports of the number and 
condition of those under hospital 
treatment; to see that they had 
proper and sufficient accommoda- 
tion ; that they were carefully and 
skillfully attended; that their diet 
was full and in accordance with 
reg:ulations ; that they were sup- 
plied with bedding and clothing ; that 
the sick were carefully apportioned 
to hospital dimensions ; that the 
wounded were removed from under 
fire as promptly as possible, dkc, 
&c. ; in the execution of which my 
life was no sinecure and my posi- 
tion not pleasant, not safe, especial- 
ly after the heavy shelling of the city 
oomraenced, and one not especially 
to be coveted. Few men had the 
privilege of selecting their places, 
however, in those days, and my lot 
was light in comparison with that 
of many others. 

When Gen. Lee assumed com 
mand, or rather when he was placed 
in command, of all the forces and 
affairs at the post, my duties were 
increased, and I was required to re- 
port at his headquarters, or to for- 
ward my reports to his headquar- 
ters, I made a friend of his chief 
surgeon, a frank, genial and gene- 
rous man, a surgeon in the old ar- 
my, and I had his support and help 
in the discharge of some of ray one- 
rous and unpleasant duties. And 
here let me recortl, that the Confed- 
erate government was liberal, in and 



beyond its means, in the care of its 
sick and wounded soldiers. I had 
permission and authority to make 
requisitions, at my own will, for 
money in any amount, and, when 
money would not buy the necessa- 
ry supplies, to draw requisitions for 
cotton yarns and snuff, with which I 
rarely failed to get what I wanted. 

But as the months wore on ; as 
the casualties of the siege daily in- 
creased ; as the hospitals and ceme- 
teries were being constantly filled ; 
as the recruits became fewer and 
fewer ; as the food, gathered and 
bought or impressed, came in more 
and more slowly from broken and 
badly equipped roads ; it became 
evident that our struggle was 
against hope. The deserters — gaunt 
and hungry — God help and forgive 
them, for they had been men and 
soldiers and patriots once— began 
to creep away under cover of night, 
and our attenuated lines could no 
longer be hold. 

On the morning of the 2nd of 
April, 1865 (my quarters then were 
on Washington street, on the south 
side, just opposite to the present 
residence of Mr. Eangley), Col. P. I 
came galloping down from the di- 
rection of Turnbull's farm, the head- 
quarters of Qen. Lee, and, reining 
up in front of my office, informed 
me that Gen. A. P. Hill had been 
killed, and that our lines were bro- 
ken on the Diuwiddie plank road. 
He would give me do specific infor- 
mation, however, said he had no or- 
ders for me, and hurried on to the 
I, Cell. Henry Poyion. now of Bulllinore. 
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front on the Jemsalem plank road. 
He did not tell m&— (it was about 
11 A. M.)— that Gen. Lee bad left his 
headquarters, uor of tbe fierce tigbt- 
ing at Fort Gregg. I was soon made 
fully aware of tbe sittiation on tbe 
west of tbe city by one of my assis- 
tant sargeons, who, having consti- 
tuted himself a scont, proceeded, 
without my command, to reconnoiter 
about a mile up Coi Road. He re- 
tamed with great precipitancy, and, 
1 might say, with haste unbecoming 
his rank, and informed me that tbe 
Yankees were advancing their Unes 
as far as the Whitworth house, now 
the lunatic asylum, and, swinging 
uoond their left, were threatening 
to encircle tbe city. There soon 
came tidings from tbe hospital at 
the Fair Grounds, (now West End 
Park,) that things were very unplea- 
sant in that vicinity, and that sur- 
geons and attaches were compelled 
to resort to the leeward of tbe large 
trees, to protect themselves from 
the enemy's random bullets, whilst 
the convalescents were disposed to 
go, and not to stand on the order 
of their going. 

About two o'clock my orders came 
to leaye tbe city, and to take with 
me ae many surgeons, hospital at- 
faohes, servants, &c., as could be 
•pared from hospital service, and to 
tbe river at Campbell's Bridge, 
take the road to Chesterfield Oonrt- 
ifioose, go as far as practicable that 
night, and to await further orders, 
ir some months we had been 
to keep open within the corpo- 
its only two hospitals, the 



Fair Grounds hospital and the Con- 
federate hospital on WashingtoD 
street, at tbe corner of Jones' Road ; 
tbe latter the best organized and 
equipped military hospital I ever 
saw, which I had fitted up without 
regard to expense two years before, 
in a large tobacco factory, that could 
have beeu no better adapted for the 
purpose, if it bad been built for a 
hospital. 

The other hospitals in tbe city — 
one, tbe North Carolina hospital, at 
the present site of Cameron's facto- 
ry; one on "Washington street, the 
Virginia hospital, in Watson &. Mc- 
Gill's factory; one on Washington 
and Jefferson streets, tbe South 
Carolina, now the factory of J. H. 
Maclin, and one on Bolbngbrook 
and Second streets, the Ladies' hos- 
pital — we had been compelled to 
abandon the first month of the siege 
on account of the shelling, which 
made tbem unpleasant and unsafe 
tor the sick and wounded. Tbe 
Confederate and Fair Grotinds hos- 
pitals, therefore, were crowded with 
wounded, and especially during the 
hard fighting which preceded the 
evacuation of the city, Therefore, 
I found on inspection I could take 
but few surgeons or attaches with 
me, and when I mustered my little 
force at sunset, in front of the Con- 
federate hospital, I found I had 
four surgeons, as many attaches 
(white), one ambulance and driver, 
one wagon, one buggy, and four col- 
ored servants, one of whom, a 
sprightly and smart young lad of 
sixteen, his mother, who was one of 
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my slaveB, brought up just before I 
left, and with many imprecations 
and abjurations, told him to follow 
"master to the end of the earth," 
and "never to come back unless 
master came back." 

As I stood at the gate of the hos- 
pital and watched my little cortege 
move off, loth, indeed, to turn my 
back on home and city, for I felt 
that I should never see either again 
as I saw them then, if I ever aaw 
them at al! — the wounded were be- 
ing hurried in from ambulance and 
upon stretcher, the moans mingling 
with the cries of women, the shriek- 
ing and bursting of shell, and the 
hoarse orders of men in authority — 
two scenes can^ht my eye, which 
are as indelibly fixed there now as 
on that holy Sabbath eve, which the 
great God had seemingly given up 
to the devils in pandemonium. 

A stretcher was borne in the gate- 
way by four soldiers, just from the 
near front, one of them crying, "My 
poor captain ! the best man that 
ever lived !" A large, finely made, 
officer he was, his right arm shot 
away at the shoulder-joint, and the 
qnivering, bleeding flesh soiled with 
dust, stained with powder and filled 
with shreds of the gray sleeve that 
had been hurriedly cut off. Some- 
thing moved me as the bearers halt- 
ed to uncover the face, over which 
some rude but kindly hand had 
thrown a piece of dirty blanket. 
Great God ! There lay before me a 
friend of my earliest boyhood. 
Tears had passed by since we part- 
ed — I had kuowD him as the gen- 



tlest, most loveable of men, living 
in a quiet country home, amidst a 
simple-hearted, peace-loving people, 
an Arcadia, in which war was not 
even a dream. But he did not know 
me. His honest, brave hfe was fast 
ebbing away, and the mistwasgath- 
ering over his eyes, which could 
only be swept off in the sunlight of 
that country where the nations shall 
learn war no more. 

As I turned away, heart-sick, from 
this scene, a poor woman caught 
me by the hands : "Doctor, will yon 
not order somebody to help me car- 
ry my poor husband home? I can 
take care of him and nurse him bet- 
ter than any one else— there he is," 
And there, lying only a few feet 
away in the hospital yard, where 
with many others he had been hur- 
riedly brought in and put down any- 
where that space could be found, 
was a private, an humble citizen not 
subject to regular service, a private 
belonging to the second-class mili- 
tia, who had been summoned 
to the immediate defence of the 
city, when our lines grew so thin. 
He had fallen not very far away 
from the little cottage, where in days 
of peace he had lived with his wife 
and little ones— and now there he 
lay, a fourth part of his skull car- 
ried away with a fragment of shell, 
exposing his brain, leaving him with 
some little automatic life, bat of 
course not conscious, whilst hia 
poor wife was striving to get from 
him some sign of recognition, and 
begging that he might be carried 
home. I could only atop to tell her 
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that my right to order was at an 
end, and that, if a thousand men 
were at my beck, none could help 
her now. I could see no more, and, 
moantiDg my horse, I slowly follow- 
ed my little party, crossed the river, 
and OQ the heights at Ettrick took 
one last look at Petersburg — as it 
was. Here I overtook my cortege, 
and, mustering them, found one ab- 
sentee. This was a yellow, bob- 
tailed, bob-eared, rough -haired 
Bcotch terrier, about twelve years 
old, who had seen no little service, 
and who showed it. He was irrita- 
ble, HGl£Bh, self -asserting, frail as to 
Tirtne, his name disagreeably asso- 
ciated with any number of scandals, 
but full of faith in bis master, and 
irrevocably attached to his master's 
fortunes, or misfortunes. I had 
given my chief of ambulance orders 
that, whoever should be left behind. 
Jack should go, and that proper 
transportation shoold be furnished 
him. He had always had too high 
an appreciation of himself to walk, 
and had ridden more thousands of 
miles, had fallen out of more vehi- 
cles, and been run over oftener, 
tban any other dog in the world. I 
assert this without fear of contra- 
diction. 

He had but few friends, and but 
little capacity to make friends, 
Some incompatibility of temper, I 
sospect, had occurred betwixt him 
and the chief of ambulance, on the 
snbjeot of riding, before the start 
from Petersburg, and hence Jack 
was left behind. I said to the chief, 
"Betom at once to the city and 



bring me my dog, or fall into the 
hands of the enemy with him." The 
man looked at me for a minute as if 
he would question such an order, 
but four years of discipHne and obe- 
dience had not lost its force on the 
first night of the retreat, and he 
turned off and retraced his steps to 
Petersburg. I never expected to 
see him again, but, late at night and 
after we had gone into camp, he re- 
turned on horse-back (he had bor- 
rowed a horse — soldiers rarely found 
any difficulty in borrowing a horse), 
and was leading Jack by a chain of 
white handkerchiefs. I did not en- 
quire where he got the horse, but, 
having some curiosity to know where 
he got the handkerchiefs, I ventured 
to ask him. "Well, sir," he said, 
"they are breaking up everything in 
town and robbing the stores, and I 
found these handkerchiefs at the 
head of Old street." 

We found, on taking up our 
march, that some broken sections of 
artillery had been ordered to take 
the same road to Chesterfield Court- 
House that we were following, and 
that our retreat was somewhat ob- 
structed by their irregular and tar- 
dy movements. The teams were 
bad, the roads worse, the drivers 
profane, neither helping themselves 
nor calling upon Hercules to help, 
when a wheel fell into a hole, and 
when we had gotten over Brander's 
Bridge, about four miles from the 
city, one or two caissons were stuck 
80 badly in the mud that the officer 
in charge of the party, or somebody 
else, concluded that it would be 
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safer'for the caisson to be left there, 
and it was so ordered, or at least it 
so occurred. It waa now about nine 
or ten o'clock at night, and our lit- 
tle party went into their first camp 
or bivouac. 

We were very tired after the stir- 
ring and fatiguing incidents of the 
day, and the most of us were soon 
asleep. I do not know how long we 
had slept, when we were awakened 
by what seemed quite a heavy fir- 
ing, both of artillery and musketry, 
a few miles to our right, exciting 
our fears of pursuit and capture. It 
seemed so near and the danger so 
|j imminent, that we thought best to 

break camp and to continue our 
march. One tremendous explosion 
caused such panic in our little party 
that Jack, who had slept on my 
blanket at my side, became demor- 
alized and sought individual safety 
in individual flight. As he disap- 
peared in the darkness I never ex- 
pected to see him again, and never 
did until after my return, some two 
mouths later, to Petersburg, when 
he was the first one of my acquain- 
tances to meet and greet me. His 
subsequent history, though not with- 
out interest of detail, would lead me 
away from my subject, and hence- 
forth he will appear io this narrative 
no more. He was a poor soldier, 
always left the line when the firing 
began, impelled by thirst or some 
other consideration of a personal 
character ; but his services in civil 
lite entitled him, in my belief, to 
the right of civil sepulture, and you 
will find his grave in the section 



marked "Claiborne," in the old 
Blandford cemetery, and his epi- 
taph in the 3rd chapter of Eccle- 
siastes, 20th and 21st verses. 

All of our party moved off in or- 
der except Jack, and the next morn- 
ing about 11 o'clock we arrived at 
Chesterfield Court-House, and found 
Mahone's division drawn up in line 
at right angles with our road. It re- 
ceived us with a cheer, and opened 
ranks to let us through. With 
these bronzed veterans behind us, 
and between us and pursuit, we dis- 
missed all fear, and, passing a few 
hundred rods further, we lay down 
to rest and to await further orders. 

After waiting several hours my 
orders came : "Take the right-hand 
road to Goode's Bridge, rendezvous 
at Amelia Court-House. There ra- 
tions and transportation by rail will 
await you." We recommenced our 
march, but did not reach Goode's 
Bridge that night, bivouacked some- 
where ou the side of the road, and 
next day made the bridge. Just 
before we reached that point, how- 
ever, we came to a beautiful resi- 
dence on the side of the road, one 
of the old time Virginia mansions, 
the seat and embodiment of hospi- 
table invitation and luxuriant enter- 
tainment, and under some patriarch- 
al trees on the well-kept lawn were 
seated Gen. Mahoue and staff, evi- 
dently awaiting refreshments. He 
recognized me and called to me to 
halt and tie my horse, and come in 
and get something to eat. My habit 
of obedience was too firmly fixed, 
after four years of service, to permil 




me to refuse, and I dismoiinted and 
joined this party. Vie diacuased the 
situation with as much freedom as a 
major-geDeral couhl afford with a 
subaltern, but there was no sort of 
restraint when the buttermilk and 
aeh-cake and fried chicken were 
brought out under the trees, and we 
enjoyed the hospitable repast as 
only soldiers conld do, who had 
"had no where to sleep, and noth- 
ing to eat in four days," Had I 
known then, though, that which I 
diaoovered later on, that Mahone's 
division was not between me and 
the enemy, I do not know that I 
flhonld have dined with so much 
eanff froii], or tarried with my hos- 
pitable general so Ions'. It seems 
tbot sometime daring the night 
Mahone's division had passed ray 
little party, and put us again, with- 
out my knowledge or consent, in its 
lear, or between it and the enemy, 
zerersing the position which had 
Afforded us such satisfactory sense 
of security the day before. Mahone, 
however, knew where his troops 
ere and where the enemy was, and 
I Boon as we had finished our diu- 
jr, he said, "It is time we were 
E" 

I rode with him leisurely for an 
Itonr or so, perhaps, before we came 
up with our men, talking more of 
the past, in which we had many 
pleasant things in common, than of 
the fnture, in which neither of us 
much of promise, when he rein- 
ed up his horse and, looking quietly 
•nd gravely at me, said, "Doctor, 
what command are yon attached to 



and what are yon going to do?" 
I told him that I was withont any 
special attachment; that I had re-- 
ceived orders to proceed to Amelia 
Conrt-House via Goode's Bridge, 
and to conduct a few surgeons and 
hospital attaches, and a wounded 
officer or two whq came out of Pe- 
tersburg with us, to that point, where 
I would receive rations and trans- 
portation to some other point, I 
knew not where. He said to me, 
"Take my advice, send your de- 
tachment along under one of your 
surgeons, and stay with me. If 
any troops get out of this trouble, 
Mahone's division will get out — it 
will get through." 

I looked back over the country 
which we had traversed, and there 
was a cloud of dust which could not 
have beeu made by our troops (for 
all of them had passed on), and 
some long bine lines could be seen 
in the far distance, and I asked the 
general what that meant. "Yan- 
kees, I suppose," he said. "We 
will have to stop here." 

The sun was about sinking down 
behind the high hills and dark pines 
that skirted them, and things look- 
ed very peaceful but for those blue 
lines which I felt boded no good, 
and I had great confidence in Ma- 
hone and hia resources, and his 
men, scarred and bronzed in battle 
and campaign for four long years of 
war — I beheved in him and I be- 
lieved in them — but my Uttle com- 
pany had gone on, we conld reach 
Amelia Conrt-House that night or 
the nest morning, there was no 



I 
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amy in front that I knew of, andl 
thought I had tetter follow them, 
■ So I said, "General, you have a very 
good surgeon on your staff, haven't 
you?" "Yes," he said, "there ia 
Wood." "Well, then, as you have 
no need of my services, I believe 1 
will go on, though I appreciate your 
kind attention, and will not forget 
you. He replied, "Go on then, but 
you will be sorry that you did not 
remain with Mahone's division." 

The denouement, as we shall see 
later in my story, proved the wis- 
dom of his words. 

We wont into camp that night 
about a mile from the Court^House, 
were undisturbed during the night, 
and, rising early next morning, I 
rode to the Court-Houae aloue, to 
view the prospect and to receive my 
orders. There I found, or rather 
just before reaching there, a bivouac 
of officers high in command, one or 
two generals amongst them, at 
breakfast around a fire, and I re- 
cognized Major Thos. Branch,- who 
introduced me to several officers, 
whose names I do not remember, 
and who asked me to breakfast. I 
politely declined this civility and 
made known to the major the ob- 
ject of my visit. He could not tell 
me where Gen. Lee was or where or 
how I could get further instructions, 
but I was informed that the train, 
which it was expected would be 
there with rations for the army, had 
gone on to Richmond through aome 
blunder of somebody, and that it 
would probably supply the Yankee 

% UbJ. TliOB. P. Bnincli, of Atlanta, Uu. 



commissary instead of ours. Worse 
than that, the railroad for a short 
distance beyond the Court-House 
was torn up and probably in the 
hands of the enemy, and the infor- 
mation and outlook was that a fight 
was imminent and necessary, if the 
anny proposed to follow the left, 
the road parallel to the one on 
which my little cortege was resting 
on the right. Indeed, aome desul- 
tory firing just then began on the 
left, and there was a general move, 
the officers going forward and Maj. 

B and I turning back to the 

road on which Ihadapentthenight. 
I found the road filled with a long 
line of quartermaster wagons, am- 
bulances, stragglers, &c., and saw 
that they had been ordered to fol- 
low the same road, where there 
would probably be less interruption 
from the enemy. I got my wagon, 
ambulance, buggy, &c., into line, 
after aome scrouging and swearing, 
and took up our march, we scarcely 
knew whither. 

Only those who have followed a 
large army can know how alow 
ly and with how many halts a wa- 
gon train can move. A broken axle 
or a balky horse can detain the 
whole Hue, as there is rarely afford- 
ed an opportunity for one wagon to 
turn out and pass another ; indeed, 
the attempt is met with such a storm 
of obloquy and opprobrious lan- 
quage that one's nerves become de- 
moralized, if nothing worse. 

Being well mounted on a fine 
black mare, which I got from an 
impressing officer, who had t 
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her from a gentleman's farm near tie gang. In less than an hour 
the Court-Houae the day before, Komulua and Venable and Tucker 
and which was too high strung for were all captured and in the bands 
artillery service, I rode leisurely of the enemy. But I loreatall my 
up and down the long lines of wa- story. 

gons, meeting an acquaintance now Stopping juet then on the road to 
and then, and exchanging views talk to some friends who occupied 
in reference to the situation. I that portion of the line, the wagons, 
Boon became convinced that, unless ^c., moved off, my party with them, 
onr pursuers were the most listless and, knowing that I could overtake 
and unenterprising of men, our wa- them any time in five minutes, I 
gon, ambulance and baggage train loitered in good company half an 
would soon come to grief, and I de- hour, perhaps, and' then rode on. 
termined to make my personal ar- J had gone not more than a mile, 
rangements accordingly. Biding when I came to an open place on 
back some half mile along the line, I the side of the road, where some 
came to my party, and to the usual one had camped the night before, 
halt. Calling op Romulus, the col- and, seeing some excellent forage 
ored boy, who bad been ray house left unused, I dismounted, took the 
servant and pet, the one whose bit out of my horse's mouth, and 
mother had bade him "follow mas- thought I would give her a square 
ter to the end of the earth," I said, meal, as I did not know when or 
"Boy, no Yankee shall ever claim where she would get the next. She 
that he gave you your freedom. I had hardly begun to eat, when I 
will set you free right here." And heard some one cry, "The Yankees 
getting down from my horse, I wrote are coming," and saw a general rush, 
his free papers, gave him a knife as pell-mell, of teamsters and strag- 
a memento of his master, such glers back to the rear. I remem- 
money as I could spare, and told bered that, when I traded for my 
him to stay with me as long as he black mare the day before with 
found it agreeable and safe, but, that Sergeant Harrison, the impressing 
when things became too hot, to ske- officer, he told me that she was 
daddle in any direction which should hard to bridle. I thought of this, 
prove the safest. He pocketed my and looked down the road, where I 
bequests, but evidently thought the g^w coming up from a cross-road a 
whole thing a good joke, and went few hundred yards away a compa- 
back to his place in my buggy, be- ny of Yankee cavalry, apparently 
side a yoimg man named Venable, about fifty, and, as they got into oor 
and J. V. Tucker, Esq.,^ who was road, forming line parallel with it, 
one of the attaches of the Confede- and pouring their shot into the poor 
rate hospital, that made up our lit- males and horses of the team. I 
X joeepu V, u. Tucker, of i-ownbutB. Vn, thought DOW, if this mare ia a fool, I 
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am a ^ouer. But she took tlie bit 
very kindly and in a minute I was 
on her back. I looked down and 
saw I had dropped one of a fine 
pair of military glovea that some- 
body had given me, and, as a glove 
in thoBe days bore value not at all 
commeDBorate with its present worth 
in money, I started to get down 
and rescue it. But never did caval- 
ry arrive so rapidly and in such 
numbers before. I only had time 
to dash out kito the woods and 
make my retreat through them, par- 
allel with the road, as fast as the 
impediments of riding through the 
woods permitted. This, however, 
was not very fast, and gave me op- 
portunity of remarking again that 
they were only shooting the horses 
• and mules, and, being few in num- 
ber, had no other idea than obstruc- 
ting the road and diaabUng us by 
destroying the animals. 

There were a number of our men 
rushing back through the woods on 
line of the road, many of them arm- 
ed with muskets, ami I called their 
attention to the fact that the Yan- 
kees were few in number and only 
shooting the teams, and begged 
them to halt and make a stand and 
save the train. One old soldier 
looked up at me for a minute in a 
sort of dazed way, and said, "If you 
are fool enough to believe that, you 
stop ; I am going on." I thought 
of the stars on my collar and of tlie 
httlo brief authority of command 
that they had given me for four 
years, and thought of endeavor- 
ing to enforce my worda, but the 



stream of stragglers rushed by, 
increasing in numbers and mak- 
ing a panic that was irresistible, 
In a few miuutes we all came out 
together in the road, a little out of 
range of the fire, and here a Col. 
C— ,■< of the cavalry, stopped in 
the road, and I with him, think- 
ing that he would be able to exer- 
cise some authority and to stay the 
rout. But they paid no more atten- 
tion to him than they did to me. 
Just thea my attention was attract- 
ed by a captain and quartermaster, 
who was making the most urgent 
efforts and appeals to the men to 
halt and shoot. "Shoot," he said, 
"one time, and you will drive them 
away." One man, who seemed in- 
clined to halt and make tight, re- 
plied, "I have no gun." "There are 
plenty of guns and ammunition here 
in my wagon," said the captain- 
Seeing me about this time, he said, 
"Major, you have been to the front, 
you know how few Yankees there 
are attacking us, speak to the men," 
and then, jumping upon a log or 
stump or something, he continued 
his harangue : "Stand men ! Stand ! 
Eight here ! Five determined men 
can stop this whole rout. Stop ! 
For your country's sake! For Gen. 
Lee's sake ! For God's sake ! For 
my sake !" In the meantime I was 
so attracted by his earnestness, if 
not moved by his eloquence, that I 
did not as accurately note the situ- 
ation as I should otherwise have 
done, and I was rather startled into 
a consciousness of the real condi- 
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iioa of tilings, by two or three of 
the enemy ridiag up id most disa- 
greeable proximity, and the pop, 
pop, pop, (oot at the horses and 
mules this time,) from their car- 
bines, which pnrported to all oot on- 
ly sixteen times without reloading, 
bat seemed to me, then, to slioot 
nearer sixteen hundred times. My 
qnarterm aster, I think, made fight — 
somebody fired a gun. He soon 
went down, however, and I heard 
afterwards with a broken arm, 
though I never saw him again. 

My mare, not relishing the situa- 
tion, and having been for the first 
time, I suspect, under fire, whirled 
with me, and I discovered that, be- 
sides the qnar term aster, I held the 
field alone. She discovered the same 
thing, and several things, it seem- 
ed, which lent wings to her feet. 
Without at all consulting my wishes, 
but, in full unison with my desires, 

I she left incontinently, I lying down 
her neck, and not knowing at 

' what moment I should receive an 
inglorious wound in the most ob- 
jective portion of my person. The 
fugitives who preceded me moat 
ttave made good time also, for it 
seemed nearly a quarter of a mile 
before I overtook anybody. Then 
I ran into another quartermaster, 
whom I recognized by his exple- 
tives as an old friend from North 
Carolina, and into a gentlemen, 
with three slat's on his collar, whom 
I recognized as the president of a 
coart martial that I had attended 
some few months before. These, 

I with one or two other officers, seem- 



ed to be bringing up the rear of the 
fugitives. Somebody called out 
"Fall in Company Q," but it was 
received as a piece of pleasantry 
not appropriate to the occasion. 
My quartermaster friend suggested 
that he audi take across the fields in 
a certain direction, which he thought 
would bring us under the aegis 
of some of Lee's fighting men. We 
had only gone a few hundred yards, 
however, when we came upon Maj. 
Hill, a brother of Gen. A. P. Hill, 
and one or two other officers, who 
seemed to be trying to find what we 
were looking for. And just as we 
had saluted each other, a full regi- 
ment of infantry came out of a piece 
of woods a few hundred yards to 
to our left, and with a yell and a 
double-quick made for our position. 
With the peculiar reflection of the 
light in the little vaUey they were 
crossing, they seemed dressed in 
blue, and we took Uiem for the ene- 
my, and awaited our fate w^th re- 
signation. On coming up, however, 
it turned out to be the — th North 
Carolina, under Col. Yarborough, 
which had t>een sent to the rescue of 
the baggage trains. We went with 
them back, but the affair waa over 
when we reached the plac« where 
om- quartermaster had been cut 

down. Capt. J^ ,5 whom some 

of you knew as a resident of Petera- 
burg after the war, said that he had 
icliipped them back by gettiug a few 
wagoners to stand and fire a dozen 
shots or so. The position at which 

j. Capi. 3t«iilieii W. joqbb, nuw of New Vorl 
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the Yankees were repulsed was one 
at which a dozen determiued men, 
with muskets, could have repelled 
an hundred horsemen. The road 
was only about twenty or thirty feet 
broad, and on either side was a 
thicket, one of black jack and the 
other of second growth pine, that no 
cavalrj' could penetrate. "We found 
a few dead Yankees, one Just in 
front of the position which my elo- 
quent quartermaster friend occu- 
pied, and I cheered myself with the 
belief that he had fallen under the 
fire of the quartermaster. There 
were others lying on the ground un- 
hurt, oue dead drunk — too drunk to 
be killed or captured — I do not 
know what disposition was made of 
him. 

The little party of the enemy who 
had made the havoc had retired by 
the same cross-road by which they 
came. They were picked men of 
Sheridan's cavalry, who, under 
guides that knew the country well, 
hung on our flanks, and in small 
parties would every day strike some 
portion of the most unprotected part 
of our trains, and, having burned 
and destroyed as much property as 
they could, would retreat as soon as 
fighting troops appeared. The bait 
which had tempted them to this spe- 
cific attack was said to have been six 
new Brooke guns, which had been 
brought out of Richmond when our 
forces left, and to which were at- 
tached some very fine teams, which 
had been impressed for that pur- 
pose. These were carried off, about 



a hundred ambulances were burn- 
ed, and a number of wi^ns, and a 
number of horses and mules were 
shot, and the road so obstructed 
that it was several hours before we 
could recommence oormarch. There 
were no killed amongst our men, 
and only our brave quartermaster 
wounded. I was told he had an 
arm broken. 

The casualties amongst my little 
party I must now recite : 

Venable died at Point Lookont j 
Tucker is now (March, 1890,) with 
Dr. George C. Starke, and Eomulus 
somewhere in New York. 

Tucker, Romulus and Venable, as 
I said, were taken from my buggy 
and made prisoners. The subse- 
quent history of Romulus is not with- 
out interest, but I cannot introduce 
it in this place. Drs. Hume Field, 
Eich'd E. Lewis, and J. P. Smith, 
the former two well linown to some 
of you preseut, escaped into the 
woods and returned just as I came 
up. A young officer, a Capt. Rid- 
dick, who was in my commissary 
wagon, and who had been wounded 
some months before, and who had 
been in the Confederate Hospital, 
was alBO captured and carried off. 
His sister, a splendid young girl of 
about eighteen or twenty years of 
age, I omitted to say, aecompaoied 
him from Petersburg, where she had 
been nursing him, and was with 
him in the wagon. She refused to 
leave the wagon when he was taken, 
and afi they could not burn it with 
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ber in it, it vas eaved, and all of 
our oommissary stores by her cour- 
age and finmiess. There was also 

a fat chaplain along, the Rev. . 

Miss R 6 said that he escaped 

by making the beat time she had 
ever seen through the woods. We 
did not see him again. 

The young lady was put iuto the 
vagon of a North Carolina quarter- 
master, which had just come up, 
and in which there were already two 

other ladies — one a Miss D , "^ 

whose father was quite a learned 
man, and who had held some im- 
portant office under the government 
in Richmond, and the other a Jlrs. 
8 — — , whose maiden address im- 
pressed itself on my mind, because 
my brother had been a great ad- 
mirer of hers, Miss F C , 8 

of Florida. The subsequent fortunes 
of these brave women who had de- 
termined to follow the Confederacy, 
I will rehearse presently. 

There was a young surgeon from 
North Carolina who took to that 
wagon mightily for the few days that 
they remained in our company, and 
tilings seemed very lively, consider- 
ing the circumstances. 

My chief of ambulance escaped, 
though I saw him no more, I be- 
lieve; also my orderly, who was a 
Moravian that had been impressed 
or conscripted in the army, but who 
refused to fight ou account of reli- 
gious scruples, and had been sent to 
the medical department and waa or- 



dered to me. He had been with me 
for many months, was faithful, hon- 
est and fearless, and the greatest 
forager I ever saw. It was owing 
to his being off on an expedition of 
this sort that he got away. He did 
better than escape — he captured a 
very fine saddle and bridle ixom a 
dead horse, and one of the finest 
yonr^ thoroughbreds, about four 
years old, I ever saw, which I think 
the Yankees had stolen and been 
unable to manage. Burkhardt (that 
was my man's name) caught him, 
mounted and rode him to Appomat- J 
tox Court-Hotise, though I saw hiial 
get some hai'd falls. n 

That disposes of all our party ex- 
cept two colored men, one named 
Howard, now a servant in the em- 
ploy of Mr. J. K. Slater, on Liberty 
street, and another named John 
Davis, who had belonged to Mr. 
Clinton Jones, of this city. These 
men escaped and followed us to the 
last, faithful then, as, I am told, 
they have been honest, law-abiding 
and good citizens since. 

Only one animal was left, and 
that was my mule, or rather a mule 
belonging to the Confederate govern- 
ment, which I had hitched to the 
buggy, when we left Petersburg, as 
a reserve force. Be had escaped 
the bullets of -the enemy, and was 
left like "the last rose of summer, 
his lovely companions all fallen and 
gone, ' ' and standing in the midst of 
the general destruction, with air and 
general appearance so forlorn and 
lugubrious, that it was impotisible 
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not to Hinile when looking at bim. But my miile — I feel that I oaa- 
' There was also a sad and seedy look- not dismisB him so sunimarily — I 
ing darkey standing near, and con- am sure that the interest of my com- 
templating the picture with dazed rades is enlisted in his story. I had 
and troubled mien. 1 called him to not gotten back home from durance 
me, and, hastily writing a note in vile but a short time when I had a 
do^erel from the pommel of my note brought me by private handa 
saddle, I gave it Ut Sambo, with a (we had the luxury of few mails juat 
dollar, and directed him to take the then — it was the latter part of May, 
mule and buggy to a handsome lesi- 1865), sajing that, if I would send 
dence on (|nite an eminence above for my mule and buggy, I could get 
the road, and deliver both to the them. But whom should I send? 
gentleman who lived there. I had Whom could I trust with my mulel 
no idea who this gentleman was, nor Was my own agent honeetl The 
can I remember the do^erel lines whole country was fnll of stragglers 
now, except the first two, which rau and Yankees, who had the most pe- 
somewhat in this way: culiar and narrow ideas in refei-ence 

"This to the geutleman who lives ou to the sanctity of personal property, 

.i.u^^^r^'^J' . .■ ^,_ ..„ ., and especially if that property had 

Wheu I return may he hve there BtlU," f j i- f j 

,. , , , „ , its form m the investment of horse 

Nor did I ever dream of hearing , „ , 

from mule or man again. But I did. 

The eentlemaii ^m m honored mem- However, I Boon met a comrade, 

ber of my own ppofeeslon. Dr. J™' '"«'' '">" P™°. I"- ^ •«' 

J ,8 who returned me liotli mule l»iP<»"»i«"» ™i» »^y, Mil I laid 

and buggy in good order, in the *"^'°'- "<'™''' 5"" «" '" ^™'^ 

month of May or June, after the Bur- ™™* ™'' ''™8 ""> » ""''« "»<' 

render. I made my most grateful '>"«"' '*''"' ™"''' ■■"" " »»"=• 

acknowledgements for this klndnes! °' '""'™' •"" J°" «'"''' "''« '^'' 

a« well as every possible apology for '■"> '"'SO'-" He ropUed: "Would 

my BiUy note, which must have "" -I"" >» »''"'•' "™ 'i""^'" ' 
seemed to hull very abeurd and very '»'"' "■*' ' "'°°S''' "»• "H»ve you 
unfitting an oeeasion of so much dis- B"' ""^ """"> '" ?">' '» »'i™'»'" 
aster. But my blood waa younger "^''■" "™™ " ^ » l«"e«in-" 
then than now, and »U soMlers, poor He "" "gM of baggage, and as soon 
feUowB, are apt to Aake merriment "" '"' "Pl^isbed his commissariat, 
of misery. There was many a merry e was o - 

joke made amidst the fiercest tight- '" fourdaysheretorn«l,and,driv- 
ing, and many a brilliant s,iLy was '-S "" "> "° °"'™ »"'"'' ' '^ '"- 
spoken by lips sealed the next min- provised on Bank street, he called 
wt« in death. ont, "Here's your mule," and there 

9. Dr. Juuii. of AmelU county. Vi. m. petor SWlaback, of Bruoiwlck conntjp, Y». 
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he was, greatly improved and fat- 
tened, but his personal identity was 
nnqneetiooable. Whose peraonai 
property he was, was a question not 
10 easily settled. He was an aaaet 
of a broken concern, the Confederate 
government, which had gone into 
the hands of a receiver, and many 
lepresentatives of that receiver, in 
the shape of Yankee quarternjasteis, 
Ac., lined the streets. I really had 
some conscientious scruples on the 
subject myself, for which some of 
my old comrades jeered me, and I 
tiionght I would inquire amongst 
*'my friends, the enemy," stating a 
Bupposed caae. 

I did so, selecting as an umpire an 
officer whom I did not know, but 
who seemed a friendly sort of fellow. 
He paid me a doubtful compliment 
Inreplying, "If you have got a mule 
efthat sort, and don't sell him at 
! and put the money in your 
pocket, yon are a bigger fool than I 
take you to be." I acted on his 
Bnggestion, promptly; sold my mule 
for ^75 (no man asked for a bill of 
sale or guaranty in those days), my 
taggy for $75 additional, and bought 
a horse, saddle and bridle, and car- 
ried the horse into the back lot to my 
Qoe. 

Before very long several lewd fel- 
iawB in bine, of the baser sort, came 
In and said I had stolen a horse. 
On taking them to see him, however, 
be did not quite come up to their 
idea of plunder, and the spokwman 
iBftid, "That is not the horse, " There 
an excellent saddle blanket, 



though, with the fixtures, and he 
maintained that it was bin, and that 
I did steal Uiai; but I talked him ont 
of that idea — an accusation of sleul- 
ing was not matter ior fighting under 
the peculiar circumstances of that 
day, but I was left in undisturbed 
possession of my property, 

Bnt to return to the retreat. My 
ambulance was burned, with all of 
my clothes; indeed, they were no 
great shakes, except a very fine new 
cloak of Confederate cloth, elabo- 
rately finished, the gift of a friend, 
and made somewhere abroad. Its 
estimated value in the currency of 
the day was $1,500. It was too fine 
to wear, except for a major-general, 
but I regretted its loss exceedingly. 
A greater loss was my diary, that 
dated back to the days of the 
Charleston convention of 1860, which 
was the real inauguration of the rev- 
olution, iu which the South staked 
its all for constitutional liberty. 
This I regretted more than the cloak , 
Our lives were spared, however, 
and some commissary stores were 
left, and our little party trudged 
along with the wagon train until the 
day following, when we took the 
vote amongst ourselves whether we 
would continue with it, constantly 
menaced, as it was, by marauding 
parties of the enemy's cavalry, 
which seemed always to be hover- 
ing on our right, and against which 
we had little or no protection, or 
whether we would follow the fight- 
ing men, at a respectful and profes- 
sional distance, iu the rear. We 
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had not found out then that the rear "Don't take me right into the battlel 
waa simply the left of the line, whilst Don't take me right into the battle!" 
the front was the right, and that I rode forward to see if I could be of 
there waa just as much and juBt as any assistanee, when an infantry offi- 
hard fighting in the rear aa in the c«rcaught themules, and, takingthe , 
front. We had only changed our lines, turned them around and droTe ' 
route a few hours when we were told rapidly down in the direction from I 
that the enemy Lad seooped down which they came, and soon pla«ed 
on the wagon train again; so we the party under the shelter of a hill, 
thought we were lucky. But short- We followed and found some sur- 
ly after we eame upon some of Ma- geons had selected the same place 
hone's men, not apparently retreat- for the reception of the wounded, 
ing, but seemingly lounging around, and were rigging up some sort of 
I remember seeing Mr. A. A. A.ll a table, the sanguinary usage of 

Mr, W. J, B, 12 sitting down on which we only too well divined. 

a pile of rails with their shoes off, Of coarse we cast in our lot with 

and not very far from the same them, and proposed to render any 

place I saw Gen. Mahone lying assistance in our power. Bat we 

down in the comer of a fence near also found seeking the same shelter- 

the road, with one or two orderlies, ed position, and in a wagon, (how it 

I did not recognize any of the staff, got there I cannot t«ll), our lady 

I thought he was trying to get a nap, friends, Miss E 13 and Miss 

perhaps, and I did not salute or dis- I* — ~,13 from whom we Lad parted 
turb him, but went leisurely on a the day before. The battle was now 
short way towards the front, when opened, and in a few minutes the 
we saw Gen. Longstreet and several first victim came in, a Jforth Caroli- 
of his staff, apparently lounging na soldier, on a horse, though not a 
around, and, still suspecting nothing, trooper. We had only time to take 
we went on, nobody halting us, until tim down and to see that he was 
a few minutes after, we came into an badly wounded through the knee, 
elevated and open plain, where a ^i<i that his leg would probably 
thin line of men were strung out di- have to t>e amputateti, when inereas- 
agonally across our road for some ^l noise in front indicated increased 
distance on either side, and a little activity of some sort, and immedi- 
stir of some sort going on. Present- ately a courier came dashing op and 
ly an ambulance drove up from a sort delivered an order from Gen. Lee ot 
of cross country road, and went rap- liOngstreet for the surgeons to &11 
idly forward through the line, and I back at once, and to leave the 
heard a lady cry out from within it, wounded, the ladies, the ambulances, 
wagons and everything, and showed 

H, Mr. A. A. Allen, ot Petewburg, V»- . 

12. Ut. Wm. J. Bnncli, of RtobiDOQi), Va. IS. Xtau KtiKIlck ud DUuiCrr. 
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m » rongh road through the woodB 
at right anglea to our position, by 
which we were to retreat. And ho 
ire left our poor wounded soldier on 
the ground, and the ambulance, wa- 
gon and ladies with hurried and 
rather informal adieu. We heard 
that they fell into the enemy's hands 
shortly after we left, and that they 
received very eourteoua attention, 
and were sent ba«k to Petersburg 
nnder safeguard. The fight was the 
one at or near Eice's station. Some 
of you, Comrades, have doubtless 
more accurate information in refer- 
ence to it than I. 

Our road soon carried us back to 
the main road on the right, along 
which the wagons, as many as were 
left, were dragging their slow 
length. We marched all night, or 
I rather crept along with them, until 
at some creek or double ereek of 
Bome sort, a panic occurred, and 
there was crowding and confusion 
worse confounded. How many ever 
came out, I do not know. Being 
light of baggage ourselves, we got 
•bead of them, kept the Farniville 
rood, and went into that town about 
daylight the next morning, Thurs- 
day, with any number of soldiers, 
le, I think, in regular organ- 



There were two incidents of that 
night which indelibly impressed 
&emselves on my memory: It was 
daring that night that I saw Gen. 
JI<ee for the last time, until after the 
was over, when I dined with 
|um one day at Gen. Mahone's, at 



the house on Sycamore street, now 
owned and occupied by Mr, 8. W. 

V .14 He was ridiug slowly 

along the line of inextricably tan- 
gled wagons, as if going to the rear, 
no one with him, as far as I can re- 
member, and I was near enough to 
look into his face. He rode erect, 
as if incapable of fatigue, and with 
the same dignified mien that I had 
so often noted on the streets of Pe- 
teraburg. From his manner no 
man would have discovered that, 
which he so well knew, viz: that hia 
army was melting away, that his re- 
sources were exhausted, and that in 
a few days he would be compelled 
to deliver up to the enemy, which 
he had so often defeated, the rem- 
nants of those ragged jackets who 
had followed him for four long years, 
and who had never failed him ex- 
cept "in their own annihilation," 

Another incident was this: Some- 
time during the night, on some high 
hills, in the county of Cumberland 
or Prince Edward, I know not 
which, it was very cold, and Dr, 
Lewis, one of our party, found a 
captain and quartermaster, whom 
he introduced to me as Capt. 

O ,15 of North Carolina, who 

had some whiskey, and who invited 
me to take a swig from his canteen. 
It was the first drink I had taken 
in many months, and I suspect the 
whiskey was as good as any, but it 
had the most peculiar effect upon me, 
I had congratulated myself up to 
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that night that I had not Bntfered 
from fatigue, from hunger, from 
want of sleep, from fear; and yet in 
ten minnt€« after I tt<ok that drink 
of whiskey I was hnugry, tired, 
scared, and so sleepy that I had to 
get off my horse and walk to keep 
awake. 

Well, we got into Farmvilte, as I 
said, about daylight, and my man 
Burkhardt said that, if we wonld 
halt there awhile, he wonld go into 
somebody's kit«hen and bake some 
biscuit from a little flour that he 
had foraged. We tnmed off on a 
bystreet, and I laj down on the 
sidewalk, first fastening mi reins 
around my bodj , to assure my 
awakening in case of anyone's at- 
tempting to steal m\ horse, a pre- 
caution which I learned the night 
before, an officer informiiig me that 
some one had stolen his horse from 
his side whilst he wa« asleep, I 
slept for several hours, and when I 
awoke the whole town was full of 
soldiers, and the army — infantry 
and artillery — was crossing the coun- 
ty bridge as rapidly an possible over 
into Buckingham. 

As we started to follow, my man, 
with his eye ever on the commissa- 
ry, informed me that Major Scottlfi 
was issuing rations at the railroad 
depot, and that we had better go by 
and see what we could get. It was 
true the major was dealing out hnr- 
riedly, and I suspect without requi- 
sition in duplicate, the little that 
was left, and at my request deliver- 

le. Major Pivd'k R. Scott, nf Blcliiamid, Va. 



ed with his own hands a side of mid - 
dliug meat to my man, and we pass- 
ed on. 

As We reached the river there were 
halted on this side, and out of the 
road so as not to interfere with the 
passage of the troops, the Yankee 
prisoners who had been captured on 
the route. I Judged, from a rough 
estimate, that there were more than 
a thousand of them, and a sorry 
looking set they were, A good 
many of them carried large pieces of 
meat, sides of middling, such an that 
I had just drawn at the last iasne (rf 
rations to the Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia, but we had no time for con- 
versation with them. 

Gen. Long crossed the river sbont 
that time, and, knowing him very 
well, we crossed with him, and rode 
with him a short distauce. In lees 
than an hour, I suppose, the army, 
prisoners and all, had passed over, 
and Gen. Lee had given orders to 
burn the bridge behind us, which I 
think was done by Major Cook,l" one 
of his inspectors, a gentleman who, 
after the war, became an Episcopal 
minister, and who had charge of a 
colored church in thisplaee for many 
years. 

On the hills beyond Farmville 
there seemed to be a great deal of 
artillery halted, or parked, as I af- 
terwards learned, and it was here 
(we know now that which few knew 
then) that Gen. Lee opened his first 
correepoudeiice with Gen, Grant in 
reference to the surrender of the 

n. Bev. (lUoi B. Cook, of M«rjl»ntl. 
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snuy ; and it was a short distance 
(iirther on that they seemed to be 
lightening the load of hejulquart«r 
wagons by destroying letters and pa- 
ppni from them. A young man 
named Moi^n.18 from this cit^, who 
had l)elongeU to the 12th Virginia, 
bat who had been detailed as clerk 
in the mtnlical department of Gen. 
Lee's headquarters, seemed entrust- 
ed with this duty. Here, for the 
last time, I saw Dr. Guild, Gen. 
Lee'8 medical director, and Mrs. 
Gnild, who was trying to make her 
escape with the army into friendly 
lines, and Gen, Lee's carriage and 
horses, which I never saw him use, 
though I was told he did ride in the 
carriage once or twice during the 
retreat. It was upon a road that 
had been evidently j ust cut through 
some pines, and the progress was 
verj' slow and tedious. Dr. Guild 
said to me, "You had better remain 
with OS," and i thought so too, biit 
something occurred to separate my 
rty from hie, and then came the 
rnsaal daily and nightly order, "For- 
' and I saw him no more. 
We moved on without iucideut of 
Bvpecial concern to us, until Satnrday 
(ftftemoon. There were increased 
B of demoralization and disiute- 
-ation all along the roads. Soldiers 
vhotn I knew had been soldiers of 
idiness and coni-age were strag- 
: and sleeping, unarmed and 
Sipparcntly unconcerned; I attribut- 
1 it to fatigue and hunger and ex- 
Vbaiistion. Otiicers of the line seem- 



ed to be doing the same thing — co- 
lonels, genei-als, even lieutenant- 
generals, and I saw a member of the 
staff of one of Lee's most distin- 
guished lieutenants throw himself 
on the ground and swear an oath 
that he would never draw his sword 
from its scabbard again ; and then I 
noted that there were more and more 
small arms thrown aside on the 
roads, muskets stuck up in the 
gi'ouud by their bayonets; yet with 
hundreds, yes, perhaps thousands 
of others, I had not entertained for 
a moment the idea of any surrender 
of Lee's army as a whole. 

To me, as to every Southron, as to 
every soldier, as to every man and 
woman and child of the Confedera- 
cy, it had been the embodiment of 
courage and fortitude and heroism. 
The cause for which it contended 
was the cause of liberty and truth 
and right. God could never suffer 
those brave battalions to go down, 
even before might, whose standards 
had been upheld for so many years 
by the arms of our heroes; those 
battle-flags could never ti-ail in dust, 
which, consecrated and kissed by 
Southern women, had been baptized 
in the blood of the truest and the 
best of the earth . The prayers of a 
million of Christian men and women, 
proving their faith by their works 
of self-abnegation and self-sui 
der, could not fail to have a hear- 
ing above, where the destiny of na- 
tions were ordained and determined, 

Oh, Comrades I Many a heavy 
hearted man survived the surrender 



at Appomattox, and trudged his years of peril and fatigue and fight- 
weary way home, believing with ing had proved their mettle ; bnt 
Napoleon Bonaparte that, after all, gaunt hunger had at laat overcome 
heaven wa8 ou the Hide of the heavi- their manhood, and they had Bcat- 
eat ordnance. tered throughout the country to any 

On Saturday afternoon, preceding house or hut that promised a piece 
the fatal morning of Sunday, the 9th of bread. I saw men whose rations 
of April, my little party was well in for days had been corn, stolen from 
the front, keeping pace with some the horses' feed, and parched and 
broken sections of artillery belong- munched as they marched and 

ing to different commands, which, fought, I said to Col. P , "Does 

with exhausted ammunition and in Gen. Lee know how few of his sol- 
crippled condition generally, had diers are left, or to what extremitiee 
been ordered to make for Lynch- they are reduced J" "I do not be- 

burg, I came upon Col. P ,19 lieve that he does, "was his reply. 

Gen. Lee's inspector -general, plao- "Then whose business is it to tell 
ing a few infantry troops in posi- hjm^ jf not his first inspector's t" 
tion upon a knoll commanding a i eaid. "1 cannot," he replied, "I 
considerable view of open country cannot." 

on the left, and, riding up to him, I Por the first time my faith and my 
asked what command it was. It did fortitude failed me, and choking, 
not seem to comprise more than two with tears, I said to my little party: 
hundred men in all. He replied "I cannot see of what further use we 
slowly and sadly, "That is what can be here; let us push on ahead, 
is left of the Ist Virginia r^i- may be we can get to Johnston's ar- 
ment, and that is the sole guard of my ; may t>e, beyond the Missiflsip- 
the left flankof the Army of North- pi some leader will raise the stars 
em Virginia." At a distance away, and bars, and liberty will find there 
beyond musket range on the left, a rallying point and a refuge !" 
there was a body of Federal horsemen Comrades, my faith in the Con- 
hovering around as iU-omeued birds federat* cause was strong, and when 
of prey, awaiting their opportunity, the sun went down a few hours later 
Within range of my eye there behind the hills of the Appomattox, 
were a great number of muskets I looked upon life as a banble, and 
stuck in the gronnd by the bayo- the only blessed ones those brave 
nets, whose owners, hearth-sick and men who wero sleeping in soldiers' 
fainting of hunger and fatigue, hud graves without knowledge of defeat, 
thrown them away, and gone, none mthout taste of the ignominy of 
knew whither. God help the poor walking nnder the victor's yoke. 
fellows, and forgive them ! Four As I rode along, classic readings, 
19. cui. H«aty K Feifwn. i° the halcyou hoUdays of the hapig 
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past, haimted my memory, and I 
thoaght of Ulysses, after the siege 
of Troy, wandering the world a 
wrecked waif, and of Homer's lines: 
"Happy, thrice happy, who io battle 

elain, 
Preseed in Atridea' cause theTroJau plain, 
Oh ! had I died before that well fought 

waU, 
Had some distinguished day renowned 

my faU, 
Such as was that when ahowers of jave- 
lins sped, 
From conquering Troy around Achilles' 
head." Odj/sacy, Lib. 6, verm soa. 

And I thonght of the grand Epic, 
in the words of which I began this 
Btory, and of the laments of the un- 
happy Aeneas and hia song — 

"O terque quaterque beati, 
Qoia ante ora patrum Trojae sub moeu- 

ibua altis 
Contigit oppetere I" 
"Thrice happy those whose fate it was to 

faU, 
Exclaims the chief, before the Trojan 

Ob 1 'twas a glorious fate to die in fight. 
To die ao bravely in their parents' sight, 
Oh, had I there, beneath Tydides' band, 
That bravest hero of the Grecian band. 
Poured out tliis soul, with martial glory 

fired. 
And Id the plain triumphantly expired, 
When Hect<)r fell by great Achilles' 

Bpear," 

Firs'. Aeneid B'k lat, Vol. 91. 

Bat pushing on, we reached Ap- 
pomattox Court-House just t>efore 
Bunset, and hearing there was a train 
of Confederate sick and wounded 
■t the depot on the railroad, some 
two miles further on, we rode at 
onw to that point. There I suc- 
O^eded in getting on a few more of 
Onr sick and broken down men. I 
remember Mr. J. J, OockeSO amongst 

lem, who was but a twy at the 

». Jno. J. Coete, ol Prtuwa George county, Va, 



time, thongh an artillerist. The 
train got off for Lj-nchburg safely, 
not half an hour too soon. 

We rode back in the direction of 
the Court-House to the Lynchburg 
road, where we found some of the 
artillery going into bivouac, as it 
was about sunset. Some of our party 
were for going on to LjTichburg that 
night, or at least for moving on 
and getting ahead of the artillery, 
but Dr. Feild, Dr. Smith and I, with 
my faithful Burkhardt, concluded 
we would lie down and sleep, at 
least for an hour or so. I unsad- 
dled my horse, gave her some prov- 
ender which Burkhardt bad cap- 
tured, and lay down with my head 
on my saddle, and was soon asleep 
and dreaming of better things than 
my surroundings. I had slept only 
a very short time when Burkhardt 
shook me rudely by the shoulder 
and cried, "Doctor, the Yankees 
be upon thee." 

I arose quickly, but not bo quick- 
ly as my companions, for Drs. Smith 
and Peild were fast disappearing 
through the thick black-jack forest, 
and Burkhardt, who had not unsad- 
dled or tied his fine animal, was fast 
fljing up the road towards Lynch- 
burg, whilst, coming down the road, 
which we had just traversed from 
the depot, was a body of Yankee 
cavalry, in column, rushing with 
yells and clanking of sabres and 
clouds of dust right upon me. I had 
no time, of course, to mount my 
horse, or even to snatch a haver- 
sack or canteen from the pommel of 



WAR TALKS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 



my satldle, but catching np a lai^ they had, and had opened fire oa 
shawl oil which I was lying, and the eoluniii at short range. 

which I now keep as a memorial. An eye witness. Sergeant D -.21 

with a bullet hole thi-ough it, I of the Howitzers of Riehmoud, him- 
made the best time I could, follow- self iu charge of one of the guns, in- 
iiig my companions, and, coming to formed mo that thehavoc was fearful, 
a high fence in the woods, we climb- TheYankees were repelled, bnt form- 
ed over that, and put it as well as ed again, and, seeing, I suppose, the 
the black-jack between us and the fewnessaudinsigniiicancfioftheforoe 
enemy's horse. There was, imme- arrayed agaiust them, came back 
diat^ly after, some pretty smart almost as audaciously as before and 
firing over our heads of carbines in column again, led by a bronz- 
and of ai'tillery, a rebel yell, and a ed old major on a gray charger, 
hurried retreat of troopers. Then who, with many others, met his 
there was another charge and an- death with a reckless courage wor- 
other irregular discharge of field thy of a better cause. The second 
pieces, and a general scattering, as charge, however, was successful ; 
far as we could tell. Darkness, our men had no more ammunition 
however, had come on, and, making and were run down by the cavalry, 
a bed of leaves in the corner of our gome sm-rendering and some escap- 
fence, we concluded that, ignorant fug into the woods. The casualtim 
as we were of the topography of the on our side were few— I do not know 

country, and the relative position of that any were killed. Dr. N ,22 

the contending forces, we had better of Norfolk, who was then surgeon of 
remain still until daylight. one of the artillery companies eu- 

The next day, after we had fallen gaged in the fracas, got a pistol bul- 
into the hands of the enemy, and let in his face, I remember, 
had had an opportiinity of shaking But to return to our fortunes: 
the hands of a few feUow prisoners, Rising np in the morning, as soon as 
we got a good account of the skir- it was daylight, we began to east 
mish of the night before. It seems atwut for our moorings. There was 
that the Yankee eavab-y, made bold before ua a large open field, and, 
and careless by almost constant and thinking that lay in the direction 
unresisted raids upon our wagon „f Lee's lines, we commenced to crosB 
trains and stragglers, had charged it, in hopes of rejoining our men. 
down the road where they passed We were strengthened in our opin- 
us, Lp column, and that some of our ion by seeing, a few hundred yards 
broken artillery, getting the wind to our right, a vidette sitting quiet- 
of what was coming, had loaded up ly on bis horse as if looking out for 

to the muzzle with what relics of ^ ■ . — __ 

ammunition, grape and cannister Si Dru^Xn NiS!Jh,*'of nSo'i^v.'!" 
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nenrB. We approached him, and 
aAer getting within ten or fifteen 
pwsee vere halted aud brought in 
nnge of a very ugly looking navy 
Mivolver. Mentioning the fact that 
we were friends, and only three lost 
Confederate surgeons looking for 
Lee's lines, and asking very naively 
in what direction they were, he 
pointed to the direction which we 
supposed, and we started to go when 
we received another "halt," accom- 
panied this time with an oiuinons 
clicking of the weapon in his hand, 
and a request "to come forward." 
We did 80, and found that our vi- 
dette wore a different luiiforni from 
our own, and that we had been ta- 
ken in. He gave a curt order, 
"Right about fece, march — ijuick!" 
We obeyed promptly, and strode 
forward in the opposite direction to 
Lee's lines, he on horseback, and 
selecting me as "next man," and 
keeping his pistol very disagreeably 
near my head, I ventured to re- 
mark that we were unarmed, and 
that I thought it not at all necessary 
that we should be kept quite so 
closely covered by his weapon, but 
he made no reply . 

We went hurriedly on over the 
rough ground, his pistol bobbing up 
and down near the right side of my 
head, and I really apprehended some 
danger, and said, "Sergeant, you 
will shoot me presently." He re- 
piled very cheerfully that he "did 
not care a d — n if he did," to which 
I Baid, "I do — I cai-e very particu- 
larly. It would be a very unpleasant 



aud a very iguominious death. But 
he did not change his position, and 
I saw that I had to change my tac- 
tics, or that any little irregularity 
in the motion of his hoi-se might 
send a bullet through my brain. So 
I re-opened my conversation on a dif- 
ferent scale, and said, "Sergeant, 
those are poor spurs you wear for so 
fine a trooper, I have in my over- 
coat pocket a beautiful pair of spurs, 
made out of copper taken fi-om the 
old Merrimac you people simk in 
the Gosport navy yard. If you will 
let me stop and get at them I would 
like tomakeyouapresentof them." 
He smiled and said. "A.11 right." I 
took them out and hauded them up 
to him, and he put them in Mb 
pocket and the pistol back in the 
holster. 1 had valued those spurs 
very highly. They were made, as I 
said, of copper taken from the old 
Merrimac; made in the quartermas- 
ter department in Norfolk, under 
the care of Capt. Samuel Stevens,23 
A. Q. M., and 1 had i-emoved them 
from my feet the night l>efore to 
save them in case of my being cap- 
tured, and now 1 had just used them 
to save my life. I had little idea of 
what would be their destination 
when I used to prance with them on 
inspection days, when we played 
soldier the first year of the war, at 
the entrenched camp below Norfolk. 
Well, our sergeant carried us back 
to the picket lines, and delivered us 
to Gen, Devens, who was afterwai-ds 
attorney-general of the United States 
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under Grant, He received UB cour- Bnt in a few minutes the general 
teoualy, and, finding out who we turned us over to a courier, with or- 
were, called up his surgeon, and we ders to take us to the rear. We eoon 
were offered coffee and requested to reached the advanced lines, and 
make ourselves comfortable. The there we met Gen. Sheridan, who 
general then asked me, "\Vhy had apparently been spending the 
doesn't Gen. Lee surrender? How night in a large frame building 
long is he going to keep up this fool- which looked something like a conn- 
ishness? If he falls back to LjTich- try church in bad repair. He waa 
burg, or the mountains, does he not splendidly mounted, and a number 
know that he cannot escape!" I re- of his officers with him, his staff, I 
plied that I was not in Gen. Lee's suppose, all well dressed, and, with 
confidence, nor had I attended a caparisoned steeds, presented a 
councU of war, and that I was real- very different appearance from our 
ly unprepared to say what his in- poor, broken cavalry, 
tentions were. He then asked nie There was a large body of horse 
f'how many men of all arms Gen. iu an adjoining open piece of wood, 
Lee had left, and how many prison- and, as Sheridan rode up, they were 
ers he had with him, and what his advanced in line. Some one re- 
position was, and what roads bore marked to ns, "Kow boys youare 
opon it," &c., &c., all questions going to see something grand." A 
which I could not answer, nor would man near me said it was Sheridan 
have answered if I could. I did ven- who spoke. The infantry, of which 
ture to say, however, for mischief, there seemed to l)e a pretty good 
that he bad more prisoners than sprinkling around, jeered the troop- 
men when I saw him last. ers, as our men used to jeer them 
Thiswasreceivedgoodhumoredly, occasionally, and said, "Oh, j'ou 
as was intended, except by a dapper will be back pretty soon!" and 
little ofBcer, who said, "General, he "pretty soon" they were, peU-mell, 
is lieing, hedoes not wanttoknow." and we were hurried back to the 
I had not often been talked to rear rapidly with the fugitives, to 
in that way in my life, and to prevent being recaptiu^. I was 
be thus insulted, a prisoner and my told that Gen. Sheridan was not 
hands tied, I felt myself bum down only repelled but that he lost two 
into my lioots. I suppose I showed guns in five minutes. This is also 
it, for not only Gen. Devens, butone written elsewhere, but Gen. Sheri- 
or two of his staff, gave the fellow dan says nothing about it in his ac- 
such a look that he fell back out of count of the "Last Affair at Appo- 
decent company, and I was saved the mattox." Jfor does he speak of 
temptation of makingafoolofmyself, having met me. 
which I should probably have done. Before we had gone back a 
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we met the Yankee infantry advanc- 
ing — and such mimlwrs ! They 
seemed to come out of the ground. 
We bad to give them the road to let 
them pass, and I can well believe 
that which history records, that 
there were 75,000 or 80,000. 

Wo were soon in the rear; indi- 
cated by the number of oui' prison- 
ers, who were halted under guard in 
a large body, by the hospital ar- 
rangements, and by a curious look- 
ing cooking affair on wheels, 
which we were told belonged to the 
"Christian Commission." It was 
1^ of the "Christian CommisBiou" 
that 've ever saw. No doubt the 
cooking stove had its functions, as 
the commisBion had its functions, 
but they were never developed un- 
der our observation . 

We were marched up and merged 
into the body of prisoners, may be 
a thousand of them, and soon met 
several of our actiuaintances, who 
had been captured earlier in the fray 
than we, among them Capt. Thos. J. 
Lafisiter, of the Norfolk and Western 
railroad, and Mj. S. L. Simp8on,24a 
son, I think, of Mr. Wm. 8. Simpson, 
whom I see before me. To him I 
Boon became indebted. 

During the afternoon the prison- 
ers were marched across a little ra- 
vine into a body of woods, open aud 
with but little undergrowth; the 
limits of a prisoners' camp was de- 
Bigoated, the dead lines drawn, and 
we were told for the second time to 
"make ourselves comfortable." De- 



tails were permitted and ordered to 
bring in fence rails for fires, or for 
coiiHtructing temporary shelter, and 
with the instinct and ingenuity of 
soldiers, many soon fixed themselves 
in tolerably comfortable quarters. 
There was also a barn of splendid 
tobacco near our camp, of which we 
were requested (by our enemies) to 
help oiuiielves. 

Drs. Smith and Feild and I and 
another gentleman, whose name I 
cannot recall, but who Introduced 
himself to us as a medical man, whom 
we afterwards suspected of having 
imposed upon us, had one fire and 
one improvised shelter. Friend 
Simpson occupied the allotted space 
in front of us with his mess; Capt. 

G ,25 of Bichmond, and his mess 

to the left; and to our right there 
were straugera. The first day, the 
Sabbath, closed without an issue of 
rations. We, (I mean my party), 
had had a cup of coffee with Gen. 
Devens in the morning, and noth- 
ing since. Having light stomachs 
and great fatigue we slept well, and 
did not awake until sunrise of the 
day following. The next morning 
9, 10, 11 o'clock came, and no ra- 
tions. Our friend Simpson came to 
us and divided some compressed veg- 
etable cake with us, showed us how 
to make a sort of soup or medley 
with it, gave ua a piece of com 
bread, and giving him grateful 
thanks we made a light breakfast. 

About sunset a beef or two were 
driven up aud shot on the outskirts 

Capt. Gitaon, of Riohmc 
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of the camp, and skinned and flay- "Help yourself. Doctor, your people 
ed on the ground. So much of the furuished the menu" (with a smile 
quivering flesh was dispensed to as if to intimate that the provender 
each mess, one member of the mess before us was impressed) ; "we have 
going under guard to get it. We no rations ; your Fitz Lee burned 
received cure, broiled a portion of all of our wagon trains Sunday, and 
it on sticks, without salt, ate it for I don't know when you will get any- 
supper, and put the other away for thing more." We made a square 
breakfast. Having no closets or meal, and having talked very pleas- 
othei conveniences for stowing away antly for a few minutes, both sides 
supphes, we put our rations in our avoiding topics that might excite 
caps, and so slept with them. It disagreeable discussion, I thanked 
was voted, after conference with our my stranger friend and returned to 
neighbors, as the only safe place we camp. 

had. Poor Capt. G had cap It ia needless to say that I was 

and rations both stolen in the night, the lion and the envy of ali imme- 
and the last I eaw of him he was diately about me. But I was invit- 
marching to prison bareheaded. ed out no more. We had a httle 
The nest morning a Yankee, who fresh beef issued to us every day, 
had been busy about our mess the nothing more. We did not know 
day before, and asking a good many that Gen. Lee had surrendered un- 
questions and talking generally in til Wednesday, and then we could 
a manner which led us to treat him get no reliable account of anything. 
as a nuisance, came up to me and The fact is our captors, or those 
said he had an invitation for me to with whom we could have any con- 
take breakfast with Dr. Richardson, versation, did not seem to take any 
of New York state, and showed a sort of interest in affairs, and did 
permit for me to pass the hues, on not seem to know or care anything 
my honor to return. How my friend about what was going on. Soldier- 
ever knew who I was, or to what ing was altogether mechanical with 
circumstance I was indebted for this them. And those who were in 
mark of distinction, I could never charge of our camp did not even 
And out. I found Dr. Bichardson, seem to take any especial interest 
with some half-doaen officers — sur- in their business. Our soldiers, the 
geons, quartermasters, k.a., some prisoners, I mean, broke the dead 
few hundred yards from the prison- line constantly, and jeered and guy- 
ers' camp, about to sit down to a ed the guards, until I confidently 
very comfortable breakfast of broil- expected they woiJd shoot into our 
ed pig, bread and coffee, spread on camp, but they manifested neither 
an extemporized table under the pleasure nor displeasure, and I 
trees. They received me very kind- think any Confederate could have 
ly, and one of the officers remarked, walked away that wished to — somOi 
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I suppose, did go. I am auro of it ; 
bat there was so little prospect of a 
man's getting home, without money, 
without food or without friends, 
that few thought their chauces 
■would be improved by going away. 
Then, too, if Lee had surrendered, 
was not the war over ? 

However, the hopes of all who 
thought that way were soon dissi- 
pated. On Thursday morning an 
order came for the officers amongst 
the prisoners to be mustered and 
registered. We were gotten out 
and put in line to march. 1 notic- 
ed the officer of the guard with a 
badge pinned on the lapel of hia 
coat, which indicated that he was a 
Mason, or I thought so, and, draw- 
ing a bow at a venture, I took an 
opportunity, the first time he came 
near me, to give a signal of distress. 
He came to me and asked what be 
could do tor me. I asked what he 
was going to do with me. He said 
that the officers were to be sent to 
Fort Lafayette. Then I replied, 
"I would like to get away." He said, 
"I will do anything for you which 
is not in violation of my oath as a 
soldier." "What grounds have you 
for asking to be released '?" I said, 
"I am a non-combatant." He re- 
marked, "Are you not one of the 
surgeons who were captured with 
that artillery which did such fearful 
execution amongst our men on Sat- 
urday night last?" I said, "Yes, 
but I waa not at a gun — I never 
polled a lanyard in my life." He 
smiled and said, "You were in 
mighty bad company, then, and 



will have to take your chauces with < 
them." 

After a little time be came back 
and said, "According to the terms 
of Gen. Lee's surrender all men and 
officers captured within so many 
hours before the time of surrender 
and within ao many miles of Appo- 
mattox Court-House, are entitled to 
their liberty and pasole." "Well," 
I said, "if that be so, I and my 
three friends here, and some eighty 
or more Alabamians of Gracie'e 
brigade, with their colonel, are en- 
titled to their parole." And I call- 
ed up the colonel, a gentleman 
named Saunders, I think, and put 
him in communication with the offi- 
cer of the gaard. The upahot of 
the affair was, that my guard pro- 
duced pen and paper and made me 
state the case to Gen. Meade, I 
think it was directed to him, at least, 
and forwarded by a mounted order- 
ly, afld in a few hours, we all stand- 
ing in the meantime in Une in the 
rain, there came an order for eighty- 
four of us to be sent back to Appo- 
mattox Court-House and to report to 
Gen. W. F.Bartlett, a Federal officer 
of distinction, and a gentleman. He, 
after the war, settled in Richmond, 
and made many friends during the 
few years of his life in the South. I 
think he finally died of wounds re- 
ceived in action. 

We were conducted under guard 
through the dark and rain several 
miles back in the direction of tha 
Court-House, and reached Gen. 
Bartlett's command about 9 o'clock 
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He sent for Col. Saunders and the door, but refused to open it, and, 
myself to be brought into hiB tent, saying that the house was already 
and after some kind talk gave direc- full of vounded, told us that we 
tion for us to be carried to the pick- could not get in and to move on, 
et lines and released, instructing us {a man who said to yon "move on" 

to report to General , who would just about that time usually had 

parole us. According to the terms some means of enforcing his views, 
of the surrender the Confederate gen- and it was best not to discuss them), 
erals were required to parole the men which we did, and, having cleared 
of their respective commands on pa- the yard, lay down for rest. The 
roles which had been printed by the water ran down my back in such a 
Federal authorities, and which bore stream, however, that I protested 
the impress of that fact. against any such baptism by pour- 

We were accordingly taken to the ing, and with Dr, Feild moved on, 
picket lines, which seemed to be Going some hundred yards or so, I 
somewhere in or about the small suppose, in what direction we had 
village, in a kind of blacksmith shop, no idea now, for we had lost oar 
where we were halted. Our con- reckoning, and the darkness was 
ductor gave the countersign and the worse than Cimmerian — it could be 
pickets passed us, our guards releas- felt — we fell over a new mound of 
ed us, and directed us, with a "good- earth, and then another, which 
bye, Johnnie," down the road in the seemed to be new made graves, and 
direction of our lines, in the dark in the end proved to be so, and, 
and in the rain, about 10 or 11 gathering ourselves up for fresh ad- 
o'clock r. M., with about as much ventures, came upon a small house, 
idea of where our lines were, or the door of which was open, we 

where Gen, was, as any other judged, by its being a Uttle darker 

stranger in a strange country in the just in that place than any other, 
dark, with nobody to enquire of, and I said to the doctor, "Her© at 
could be expected to have. least we can find shelter." 

What became of Col. Saunders It was a weird looking concern, 
and his men I know not — I never but I said, "Let us go in." But Dr. 
saw them again. Our little party Feild drew back and remarked, 
struck out "down the road," but "That is a dangerous looking place." 
soou left it to try and find shelter Isaid,"Thatfromy!(iibeatsall. You 
and somewhere to halt until day- are the gamest boy and man (for I 
light. We soon oame to a small had been his school-mate and seen 
two-story house, with a light in a him tried) that I ever saw, and now 
window, and, going up, knocked at for yon to talk about being afraid 
the door, and asked to be permitted borders rather on the ludicrous ; be- 
to enter and remain all night, if on- sides, what have yon got to lose bat 
ly in the hall. Some man came to your life. Come on." 
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As ve stepped into the door there fore for a, gold riii^, and which, tied 
to my nose that ineffable smell up in his old pocket handkerchief, 
of gore, two or three days old, which '^'^^ soaked by the rain to an extent 
bnt too many of us learned to re- which made them edible, if not im- 
oogniz© in oar four years' experience proved in flavor. We went out now 

of war, and, taking a match-box out *» try to find our way to Gen. . 

of my pocket, I struck a hght. Sure We soon came upon Dr. Smith, who 
enongh we were in a field hospital, tol^ ub that after parting from us he 
There was the bloody floor, the ^<^^ spent the night sitting up with 
bloody clothes and rags that had li's back to a tree. He was an old 
been cut off from the poor fellows campaigner and had done that thing 
■who had been operated on, and even before. He had found out, some- 
a book of anatomy, from which tow, the route to our destination, 
Bome young surgeon had doubtless and we put out through mud and 
been refreshing himself during the rain. Coming to the Appomattox, 
process of mutilation, and straw which was an insignificant branch 
upon which the wounded bad lain when we crossed it on the fatal 8at- 
and the table and broken chairs, urday afternoon before, we found it 
Ac. "Well, we were at home, at quite a swollen and angry stream, 
least, and our right there was But there was neither bridge nor 
none to dispute, as we thought, ferry, and so with others, who I sup- 
There was a large open fire-place pose also were looking for Gen, 

in the room, and with the straw and , we went in and waded 

broken furniture we soon had a through without the formahty of 
blazing fire, and lay down before it undressing. The water did not reach 
to warm and dry. We .were soon greatly above our knees, and we suf- 
aeleep of course, how long I do not fered no inconvenience from our 
know, but I was awakened by the morning bath. 

biggest wasp next falling down up- Qn going about half a mile, I sup- 
on me I ever saw. I suppose the pose, I came upon a group of Con- 
room had been uninhabited, and federates breaking camp and about 
the wasps had built in the chimney, tg commence the journey, no longer 
We were not long in getting up and march now, home. As good for- 
out ; but we returned to the combat, t^ne would have it, I knew them 
and managed to destroy our new eyp^y one, and in company with 
enemies and to take possession of every one but one, I had commenc- 
our old quarters, where we slept ed my military career four years 
soundly until morning. Leaving before lacking four days, 
our house as soon as it was dayhght, -nr -.r ■l. 

, 111. L 3 ihere were Gen. Wm. Mahone, 

we made a breakfast on some hard „ , £, „ „, o- ^ . ^ ■ 

tMk, which Dr. Feild had purchas- C.pt. S.m 1 Steve.s.a, Capt. Be.ja- 
ed of a Yankee soldier the night be- 25. uupi. suuuei siuveae, or I'etenburg, va. 
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minHam8on,^t)Capt.JohnR.Patt6r- that wept over onr defeat can bear 

son.^^Maj. J. Arthur Johnston, ^Maj. teetimony to the mud and to the ei- 

O.H.P.Corprew,-9Capt.HamiltoiiJ. ceeding slipperiness of the roads. 

Stone''" and one or two orderUes, one On the night before, under a forced 

especially, ayoungKentuckian, who march to freedom, our Yankee es- 

waaanephewofCapt. Stone, had won cort had taken a mischievous pleaa- 

the soubriquet of the "bravest of the nro in hurrying ua up, and how of- 

brave." His name was Blakemore/'i ten I had fallen down, and how often 

Another one 1 did not mention in I waa ordered to "get up, Johnnie,'' 

my last address (he was before me with a bayonet inconveniently near 

then) and one man whose merit can my person, I cannot recount. 

bemeasuredbyhismodesty. Hehad But this was no time for fooling, 

been a soldier in the Mexican war I said, "Boys, you are not going to 

before he was old enough, but had leave me here ?"' Mahone then said, 

seen that service and come home, "Did I not tell you not to leave Ma- 

and now left with us all of the 4 th hone's division ? Now you see what 

Virginia battalion, on the 19th of has come of it." "Yes, General, 

April, 1861, to do battle again for but where is your surgeon. Wood ?" 

his country, though under a differ- "Qh, that fellow got shot." I knew 

ent flag. He was a quiet, diffident, that, because I had seen him grie- 

Bghting private of the 4th battalion, youaly wounded, and he had asked 

afterward of the 12th Virginia, Ma- me to take charge of his instruments, 

hone's brigade, until he got an ug- or watch, I forget which, but the 

ly wound at Sharpsburg, in the Yankees had given him an ambu- 

breast, of course, when he was laoce and driver and two mules, and 

made a quartermaster-sergeant. His i suggested that he would have a 

nameS^i— well, so much the worse for better chance than I to secure their 

you if you do not know him. and his safety, which he did. He 

As we approached the group, all reached home safely, I afterwards 

of whom were mounted and ready heard, near Fincastle, Va., and 

to be off. Gen. Mahone accosted me; lived there many years. 

"Well, where in the h— have you But for myself— I said, "May be 

been?" "The last place I was in so, I could not be much worse off 

was a mud hole," I replied. "You than I am." "Are you paroled?" 

look like it," he said. And I expect be asked. "If you are I will take 

that I did. Those of you who were you home with me." "No," I said, 

left at Appomattox Court-House "I and many others, my two friends 

long enough to encounter the rain here amongst them, and sixty men 

■y^ CBpi. itenjumin HmTisoii of mumbiirK, vb, of your old Alabama brigade, were 

38. »«]. 1. Arthur jobiutoD, of Petenbiirg. Vs. released iast night bv mv influence 

»(, Mi]. 0. H. p. Corpww, <rf Norlblk, ViL , , , , ° , , ,-, 

IQ. c»pt. B&mUHni j; sionH, of PBttirabuig, Vi. and Ordered to report to Gen. 

81. JukbH. Blakumore.of NewYork. i u i 3 >i i.ttt h « < 

B J. B. Bpouwood, or Petenbuis. v>. to be paroled. Well, he 
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"go down and see Gen. ; he 

is about a mile down the road, and 
tell Mm to parole you and send yon 
back to me. He aays you will have 
to have a blauk parole," and, turn- 
iDg aronod, aeked if anybody had 
one. Capt. Patterson produced one 
from somewhere, and then I asked 
if I could not get another one for 
I>ra. Feild and Smith, but not an- 
other could be found anywhere. 
The general then got off his horse, 
made me mount her, and told me 
that be would provide some way for 
me to accompany him by the time 
I returued, and to hasten to Gen. 

's headquarters before he left. 

When I reached Gen, — — — 's 
lieadqaarters there was no difficulty 
in finding him, eis I think that his 
was the only tent I saw. Riding 
Dp there was at the door of the tent 

Capt. , a lawyer of Richmond, 

who, I think, was Gen. 's ord- 
nance officer, thongh I am not sure 
of that. We had been students to- 
other attheXTniveraity of Virginia. 
Besides, I had met him in the army 
occasionally, and we were well ac- 
quainted. He bade me get down, 
and, giving my bridle to a soldier, 
took me in the tent and introduced 

tne to Gen. . My reception 

decidedly the reverse of cordial, 
but I was not prepared for what fol- 
lowed. I told him that, with seve- 
ral surgeons and some sisty or 
eighty men of an Alabama brigade, 
I had been ordered to report to him 
to be paroled, and that the remain- 
der of the party would report soon ; 
tiiat I was fortunate enough to have 



a blank parole made out by Gen. 
Mahone, who had requested me to 
get his signature to it, as he wished 
to take me away with him, and bad 
loaned me his horse to ride down to 
see him. He heard me through, 
and then going to the door of the 
tent and pulling aside the blanket 
that hung over the door of the en- 
trance, he said, "Do you see those 
men shivering in the rain and 
scattered about in bivouac under 
those bushes? That is the remains 

of 's division. The Yankee 

printing press at the Court^House 
is broken down, and I cannot tell 
when I can get any blank paroles, 
but until every one of those poor 
men is paroled and sent away not 
one of you will leave here." "That is 
hard upon me, at least. General," I 
said. "We have all suffered enough 
and lost enough to give us some 
common fellow-feeling for each oth- 
er, and I think we should be glad 
for any one to get out of this trou- 
ble. I have a parole filled out by 
Gen. Mahone, and only wanting 
your signature to enable me to re- 
join him and leave for home." "I 
shall not do it," he said. I replied, 
"As you please. General," and turn- 
ed to leave, knowing that the war 
was over, and also his brief author- 
ity, except that with which the Yan- 
kees had crowned him by the terms 
of the surrender, and made up my 
mind to go with Gen. Mahone any- 
way. He called me back and said, 
"Let me see that parole." He took it, 
read it, and, picking up apeu from his 
table, wrote " , Major General." 
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That; parole is in my posseasion not been released, and to make for 

now. It was enough. Before he Charlotte Court-Hoiise as the first 

could make up his mind for further objective point. 
negotiations I was off. But just as Dre. Smith and Feild, after my 

I mounted Gen. Mahone's horse to experience at Gen. 's, declined 

go back, Capt. said to mc, to report to him, and going back to 

"Claiborne, have you another one the Court-House got permission to 

of those blank parolee ?" I replied, go immediately to Petersburg, rid- 

" , there was not another one ing on the rail when the trains were 

lo be found at Gen. Mahone's camp running, and walking when the 

when I left. Besides, if there were, roads were torn up or obstructed. 

I have two companions there who I cannot think that the paroles 

would claim them." With tears in amounted to anything. We passed 

his eyes he said, "That is the way a number of Federal troops and no 

of the world ; you have gotten out man ever asked to see a parole. 
of trouble, and now you are willing Soon after getting out of the lines 

to leave an old school-mate and com- at Appomattox Court-House, Capt. 

rade perishing of cold and hunger, Stevens opened his heart and sad- 

the streams rising behind him, and die-bags, and gave me the first piece 

no means of relief." Until that of bread I had eaten in four days, 

brave man spoke I never realized That was my day's rations. Biding 

what hunger and cold and hopeless- all day, just before sunset, our cav- 

ness could bring one to. I said, alcade — cold, hungry and tired — 

"Don't talk so, . Come, get came to a beautiful country house 

on your horse, let us go to Gen. in a noble grove of oaks, and spr- 
Mahone, and, if there is a parole rounded by every evidence of luxQ- 
that can be gotten for love or money, ry and wealth. Flocks of sheep and 
you shtill have one." We rode rap- lambs, turkeys, chickens, pigs, roam- 
idly back to Gen. Mahone's camp ed about, just the things to make a 
and searched, but no parole could soldier's mouth water, evincing that 
be found, and slowly and sadly and no ruthless war had visited that 
without salute the captain turned country. A full crib of corn stood 
off and rode away. right in our way to the house, and 

Gen. Mahone dismounted one of ^e thought, "What a haven for a 

his couriers, put him with Corprew, tired, hungry Confederate soldier! 

his commissary, in a wagon which No doubt we shall find a welcome 

had been allowed him, and moun^ Iiere, and all creature comfort for 

ed me on a rough, raw-boned charg- "^"^^ ^nd beast. 
er, and we left Appomattox for, we Gen. Mahone called np Major 

scarcely knew where, but determin- Johnston" and said, "Johnston, ride 

ed to get to the south of the return- forward and ask the proprietor to 

ing armies and prisoners, who had aa. Maj.j. AruiurJohn»U)Q.of PeM.nbui«,v*F 



J 



allow OS to remain all night. We 
diall want supper for our party and 
com for oar horBSB, and would like 
to have two rooms in the mansion, 
with fires ; but we are ready to pay, 
and in gold, for all we get. Besides, 
oar presence may afford protection 
from stragglers." The major rode 
off, and soon rode back, evidently 
disappointed and discomforted, and 

reported : "General, Mrs. 

owns and lives at this place, and 
Bays we cannot stop here ; that she 
doesn't want any soldiers about ber 
bouse or place, and that we must 
move on." The general remarked 
in a laconic style: "The devil! 
Johnston, you have made a mesa, I 
expect. Dr. Claiborne, I wish you 

would go to Mrs. and tell her 

who we are, and engage what we 
wish." "All right, sir," I said, and 
rode forward full of my mission and 
confident of a graceful reception. I 
got off my horse at the yard gate, 
tied bim to the rack, which at that 
day was a feature of the landscape 
never omitted from the picture of 
the planter's home, went into the 
yard and was met by a dignified and 
I most respectful lookingdarkey,paBt 
I middle age, whom without introduc- 
rtioQ I recognized at once as the din- 
Ping room servant, butler or garden- 
>r fac-totum generally, who illus- 
ftrated and adorned every planter's 
I home in those days, and who inva- 
I riably met the visitor and showed 
Fliim to the house. This colored 
I gentleman, with tlie grace and dig- 
I nity of manner which such servants 
1 of a gentleman's house in old Vir- 



ginia caught from constant contact 
and association with gentlemen, a 
character which is now dying out, 
and which never can be reproduced, 
met me and said, "My mistress, 

Mre. , is a widow, sir, receives 

no gentlemen company, and asks 
that you will excuse her." I told 
bim that my bosiness was urgent, 
and that times were troublous, and 
probably it would be better for his 
mistress to see me. With an apol- 
ogy tor not taking me into the front 
way he led me around to the rear 
of the house. As I was about to 
mount the steps of a long portico in 

the rear, Mrs. appeared at 

the top of the steps, and making no 
acknowledgement of my salute, re- 
marked, "Do not come up the steps ; 
we will have no soldiers here." I 
apoligized for my intrusion, said 
that we had no idea of forcing our 
way in, but that Gen. Mahone and 
his staff, some seven in all, wished 
to remain all night, that we would' 
like also to have supper and some 
forage for our horses, and that we 
would pay in gold for all that we 
got, besides protecting her prem- 
ises. "No, no," she said; she "did 
not intend to have us stop there." 

I was as tired as a man well could 
be, and really I did not feel like go- 
ing any further, and I thought I 
would try the patriotic and senti- 
mental. I said, "So yoQ seriously 
propose, madam, to deny the rights 
of hospitality, in an old Virginia 
home, to one of her most famous 
generals and his staff; men who, for 
four long years, have fought your 
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battles and placed tbemselves a liv- 
ing wall between yourself and the 
Northern vandals who have come 
down upon you to seize your prop- 
erty and to slay your people ?" "I 
do," was her brief and unmistakable 
reply. "I don't know you nor Gen. 
Mahone, nor ever heard of either of 
you before, and I want you to leave." 
Never beard of either of us before! 
What is fame ? 

I returned to the general not on- 
ly crest-fallen, but I confess, no lit- 
tle irritated. Johnston was the only 
man who seemed to enjoy my dis- 
comfort. Gen. Mahone remarked 
that it would serve her right to camp 
right there in her lawn, take what 
we wanted and pay for nothing, but 
that it would be a bad example to 
set, especially in sucb lawless times, 
and that we must go on, which we 
did, to Charlotte Court-Hoose, four 
miles further, the longest four miles 
that I ever rode. On reaching there 
T)ur Uttle party broke up into sec- 
tions. Gen. Mahone, Capt. Patter- 
son, Capt. Stevens, I think, and my- 
self going to Mr. S 'B,:i-i who for- 
merly Uved at AVestover, on James 
Kiver, but who had sold his place 
during the war and moved up to 
Charlotte Court-House, to be out of 
reach of the enemy. 

Its location was such that it was 
supposed that not even a Yanhee 

could ever find it. Mr. S was 

not at home, but was out in the 
woods dodging capture, as Mrs. 

S- told us, but she received us 

only as a patriotic Virginia woman 



could receive a soldier, gave us sup- 
per of hot rolls, broiled chicken and 
coffee ! And such rolls, such chick- 
en and such coffee! The savor of 
that supper has never died away 
from my senses. 

Mrs. S — 's daughter and one or 
two other young ladies received us 
in the parlor, and Capt. Patterson 
introduced me as Dr. Claiborne of 
Petersburg, "the glass of fashion 
and the mould of form." As I had 
not washed my face and handSrOr 
combed my head, or made my toilet 
for ten days, and was muddy to my 
blinkers, I felt that I was being 
trifled with, but I made my beat 
obeisance, took a proffered chair, 
and distinguished myself by going 
to sleep immediately in their pres- 
ence. They were polite and con- 
siderate enough to ask us to our 
room at an early hour. There were 
two beds in the room, and Gen. 
Mahone and I were bunked togeth- 
er. But now a very serious ques- 
tion arose, which I feared at one 
time would give rise to some un- 
pleasantness. I had not had an op- 
portunity of taking off my long cav- 
alry boots for thirteen days, and they, 
having in that time been often wet 
and dried on my feet, were literally 
moulded to them, and positively de- 
clined to come off. Gen. Mahone, 
and then my other companions, re- 
fused to sleep with me with boots 
on, to say nothing of the improprie- 
ty of occupying one of Mrs. S 's 
beds with such foot-gear. A negro 
man was summoned, the situation 
explained to him, and he guarante 
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r^ef. After dragging me aroiiDd 
the room two or three times, encour- 
aged by the cheers of my compan- 
ions, who enjoyed the fun more 
than I did, he sunceedeil in getting 
them off, and I slept with Gen. Ma- 
hone for the first and last time in 
my hfe. 

The nest morning Mrs, S. sent ns 
np a box of paper collars, the first I 
bad ever seen, and with one of them 
on, my face and hands clean, head 
combed, and some of the mud off 
of my clothes, I appeared the next 
morning in fair comparison with 
any of my comrades. After break- 
het, bidding farewell to our kind 
hostess and her daughters, and seek- 
ing the others of our party, who 
had found homes in different houses 
of the village, we renewed our jour- 
ney. After riding some ten miles 
we separated. Gen. Mahone taking 
Blakemore, Corprew and myself 
with him to bis home at Clarksville, 
and Patterson, Stevens, Ben. Har- 
rison, Johnston and Spotswood 
I inming their horses' heads towards 
I Petersburg. 

We reached Clarksville that night 
I after a forced march, and after a 
I hot anpper, which Mrs. Mahone pre- 
I pared for us after our arrival, I went 
f. to bed more dead than alive. I had 
I undergone not only all the fatigue 
I of the retreat, but my Rosinante 
Iwaa the roughest riding animal I 
Earer backed, and riding him rapidly 
[two long days had used me up. 
f This was on Saturday night suc- 
(. oeeding the surrender. 

It seemed as if the events of a life- 



time had been crowded into that 
short week. It was almost impos- 
sible to realize the changes I had 
seen in that time, and now the mar- 
vel of looking at Gen. Mahone sit^ 
ting down in peace, playing 
with his children, whom one week 
before I had left at the head of his 
ragged veterans in fierce and hope- 
less fight, was more than I could 
take in. 

Sunday I was too sick to get up, 
but with the kindly ministrations of 
Mrs. Mahone I was on my feet Mon- 
day morning, and after breakfast 
Blakemore aud I, the last of the 
"Paladins" of our little group who 
had left Appomattox together, re- 
newed our journey. We traveled 
together about half a day, when he 
turned off to go to his aunt's, Mrs. 

J 's,35 in Mecklenburg connty, 

Va., and I took the road for Louis- 
burg, N. C, where my wife and 
children had been refugeeing. I 
had no companion for the balance of 
that day, reached Kidgeway about 
night, and found hospitable quar- 
ters with an old friend and college 
mate. Dr. J -.■'*> 

The next morning I met our adju- 
tant, J. R, Turner, ■^^sitting by the side 
of the railroad, recalling to my mind 
some lines of Patience on a monu- 
ment. I then made for Louishurg, 
about twenty-five miles, saw and 
overtook many of Lee's soldiers 
trudging their way on foot to differ- 
ent portions of the state, and saw 
several splendid teams belonging 






SSbS, 



WAR TALKS OP CONFEDERATE VETERANS. 



to the quartermaster department of 
the government, which had been 
out foraging, but whose drivers 
seemed to be at sea as to where to 
go or what to do. One man, who 
told me that he lived iu one of the 
far Southern states, and who had 
beeu out with a tine team and wag- 
on, of four mules, begged me to take 
them, saying that he was certainly- 
going to leave them on the road 
that day or the nest, and make his 
way home afoot as well as he could. 

Of course I had no more use for 
the team than he had, and no more 
right to it, and I declined. About 
midnight I came to a mmp which 
some cavalry had occupied the night 
before. Amongst other odds and 
ends they had hurriedly left was a 
bolt of line import^ed jeans, which I 
picked up and tied behind my sad- 
dle. From it was fabricated the 
only change of underclothing I had, 

I reached Lonisburg about six 
o'clock the evening of that day, rode 
up to the house, where two years 
before I sent my wife and children, 
and soon had my loved ones in my 
arms. Four years Ijefore, almost to 
the day, at my home in Petersburg, 
I had taken them iu my arms, and 
giving a last kiss and "God bless you " 
T had gone out with my comrades 
and compatriots to the war, with 
brilliant uniforins and flying banner, 
with heart full of hope, if full of sor- 
row, with no fear of defeat and no 
reckoning but that we should save 
to them, if not to oui-selves, our fair 
Soatbern land, a heritage the liest 



that heaven ever gave ; and now, 
alone, lagged, unaccompanied by 
one single comi'ade, unheralded, 
without country, withont home, 
without faith and without bread, I 
was l>efore them, even a stranger to 
my children, I leave the picture — 
let some other finish. But the 
bitterest experience of all fell to 
my lot when a selfish, crabbed old 
man, who had done nothing for 
the cause and continually prat«d at 
home his lugubrious prophecies, met 
me with the stinging welcome, "I 
told you so. How do you feel nowl" 
I never could look at that man, or 
hear of him, or think of him again, 
with christian forbearance, and it 
was a load taken from my life when 
I knew that a few years later he had 
paid the penalty of nature, and that 
he and I did not live in the same 
world together. 

And now, Comrades, one word 
more: If those men whom you left 
Ijehind you at Seven Pines, at Cold 
liai'bor, at Malvern Hill, at Becond 
Manassas, at Crampton's Gap, at 
Sharpsburg, at Gettysburg, at Chan- 
cellorfiville, at Spotsylvania Court- 
House, at the Wilderness, at Hatch- 
er's Run, in the gorged month of the 
Crater; if those men fell for noth- 
ing; if no God sits in the heavens to 
judge their cause, if there be no re- 
ward for them, who, seeing duty did 
it, laying down life as a common 
thing in defeniw of kindred and 
home; then we have no future — let 
us patch up a treaty with the horrid 
past, let us cat of the groveUi 
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gwine'B food fed to rebels, let ub spit 
npon the dost of onr dishonored 
dead, and let vie tetuih our children 
to despise their fathers as a robber 
band. Is there one in all this au- 
inee who can believe and teach 
tbat creed? NO! NOl I see be- 
fore me women who sent out their 
hosbands that came back no more 
when the soldiers returned from the 
war. I flee before me mothers, fa- 
thers, who sent out their sons to do 
battle for the right yonder where 
the battle was raging so fiercely, 
ftnd they came back no more. Think 
yon there is any attaint of treason 
on those honored names, which you 
hand down as a heritage to them who 
are to come after youT Sits there a 
BboUcing figure of shame npon yon- 
der green mound in the old church- 
yard, where loving hands spread 
flov^ers year by year on the natal 
day of your soldiers' immortalityt 
Tto, Comrades, cherish and honor 
and keep and defend their memo- 
ries! Away with the apologetic 
Tbine for the part we took in the 
'waj between the states, and the 
mandlin confession that we fought 
fop what we thought was rightl We 
fought for that we knew was right. 
itbe issae of battle never yet estab- 
,ed a principle, it can only determine 
B policy. We contended for the prin- 
ciple of state sovereignty, as written 
In the constitution of our fathers, 
for the rights of the state and for 
the liberty of the citizen. Mr. Sew- 
«rd tinkled his little bell at Wash- 
ington and notified the world that 



the laws were silent, and Mr. Greeley 
declared that the constitution was 
"a league with hell and a covenant 
with the devil," Ck)ngress ordain- 
ed that the safety of the nation de- 
manded such construction, and the 
sword established the new policy of 
central power. We yielded — not 
convinced, bnt conquered — and only 
after such a contest that the world 
looked on and wondered bow six mil- 
lions of people could keep at bay for 
four long years forty millions, with 
every government upon earth at 
their back. We accepted the terms 
of the new government, not the old; 
we gave our fealty, and we shall 
keep it to the new, as we kept it to 
the old, and we notify all peoples 
and nations that the stars and stripes 
are ours now, and hands off. The 
men who carried the stars and bars 
showed their allegiance to their col- 
ors; they will show their allegiance 
now, when the stars and stripes are 
unfurled, and they will follow their 
banner where any man will dare to 
lead. 

But let us hear no more of treason 
or of traitors! There are no rebel 
graves in yonder silent city of 
Blandfoi-d, watched over by the Con- 
federate sentinel, which the true 
and loving hands of our women have 
set up as a memorial of their undy- 
ing love of the "Lost Cause." 

ADDESBA. 
When Gen. Lee entered Peters- 
burg on the 17th of June, 1864, con- 
fronting Gen. Grant, whose army 
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had reached our entrenchments on ill or desperately wounded, and of 
the east of the city tlie day l>eforc, mo\ing these poor fellows along 
there were sis hospitals within the streets where the screaming of shell, 
corporation limits, of the avei-age the hurtling of shot and fragments of 
capacity of about 400 beds, all of shell, and the ci-ashing of broken 
which were filled to overflowing with timbers, all created a pandemoiuum 
sick and wounded soldiers. As soon calculated to demoralize the strong- 
as the Federal leaders became aware est hearts, even of the strong and 
of Gen. Lee's presence before them, well, the execution of the order of 
and of the fiasco which they had removal was much delayed and ob- 
committed the day before, in not structed — so much so that on the 
moving on our then comparatively secoml or third day of the siege some 
defenceless works, they opened their complaint was made to Gen. Lee 
batteries on it in spite, without no- that a great many of the sick and 
tice or warning — not only on our wounded were still under fire. One 
hospitals, every one of which was of the complaints, which I forwarded 
more or less in range— but upon the myself, as in duty bound, was from 
city, filled with helpless women and a French surgeon in the Federal ser- 
more helpless children and invalids, vice, who, with some half dozen oth- 
As chief of hospitals I received «r Federal surgeons, prisoners of 
an order from Gen. Lee to at once war, I had placed at the hospital at 
remove the sick and wounded from Central Park (then Poplar Lawn), 
luider fire. I issued immediately with several hundred of Federal sick 
the necessary ordei-s and instructions *"(• wounded, and whom I had plao- 
to the surgeons in charge of the va- ed under the care of their own 
rioiis hospitals, and applied for geons on condition of allowing the 
transportation to other points— Rich latter all the privileges possible an- 
mond, FarmviUe, Bnrkeville, etc., to dor the situation. This Federal sur. 
begotten ready as soon as possible, geon characterized the keeping ol 
I also made requisition for every wounded men under fire as "barba- 
hospital tent that could be gotten, ro"S and unknown in civilized war- 
and had them rigged in the groves fare"— i-ather a grim joke, when 
adjacent to the citj-, beyond range caUed his attention to the fact thai 
of the enemy's guns, and undertook his own people were shelling the 
to supervise the removal. Confront- hospitals as well as a city full of wo- 
ed with the difficulties of procuring men and children, to whom they had 
HUlfieient transportation, not only to &i^e° n" notice to escape and uo op- 
the depots, but upon the trains or- portunity of escaping, 
dered to be in waiting, as well as However, 1 assured him that I 
with the difficulties of moving hun- was no fonder of shells than he was, 
dreds and hundreds of men fearfully and disliked just as much to be 



bei^A^ 



at, and that when I could fiud an 
opportnnity of leaving I would take 
Mm with me. In reply tx) the com- 
plalote I soon received a message 
from Gen. Lee that, after no battle 
lie had ever fought, were there so 
many men who could not be moved, 
snd where there waa bo much difficul- 
ty of removal, and that he hoped it 
would be unnecessary tc repeat his 
order. I replied that, after a battle, 
the wounded, stricken down in 
health and strength, would bear 
transportation much more easily 
than those who had been eonflned 
with festeriug wounds, and with 
pyi«mia in hospitals for months, hun- 
dreds of them, and that there was 
more danger of their dying on the 
stretchers and in ambulances than 
from the shot and shell of the ene- 
my, an opinion which was verified 
by subsequent facts. But I asked 
that he would send his own inspec- 
tors to supervise or take charge of 
file work. He sent Major Breckin- 
jXidge, of Kentucky, and Major 
j'Winfield, of Virginia, both belong- 
ling to his staff, and I showed them 
\iiiB Bitoation and asked to be reliev- 
/ad. They were two clever and gal- 
lant gentlemen, bat a few hours of 
iDspection, cHpeciaUy one hour at 
Jhe Southside, now the Norfolk and 
rWestem depot — one of the most ex- 
ipOBed and dangerous places during 
^e whole siege, and one to which the 
a soon ceased to run — convinced 
m that no great improvement 
eonld he made in my service, and 
with a complimentary report, em- 



braeii^ the recommendation that the 
whole management be left to my dis- 
cretion, they retired. The "compli- 
ment, not to myself, but to my as- 
sistants — my surgeons, my ^hospital 
stewards, nurses and attaches, male 
and female, who had displayed con- 
spicuous courage and patience, and 
who deserved all that eoidd be said 
in their praise — was timely and 
proper. Not one of them, and not 
a soldier, sick or wounded, was 
struck during the removal, though 
several of the latter did die on the 
stretchers or In ambulances, as I 
predicted. Finding it utterly im- 
possible to remove all the sick and 
wounded, and moreover, beliering 
it judicious to keep open certain 
hospital service for the many daily 
and badly wounded on the lines 
around the city, I did not close the 
Confederate Hospital at the comer 
of Washington and Jones streets, nor 
the Fair Grounds Hospital, situated 
at what is now known as West End 
Park. These hospitals were but lit- 
tle exposed to fire, or the enemy 
learned their locality, and, knowing 
that some of their own wounded 
prisoners must of necessity have been 
re^atered at them, directed their 
guns so as to spare them. 

It is astonishing that of the thou- 
sands of patients received in those 
hospitals during the siege, not one 
was struck, either in transitu or in 
hospital, though the shelling at 
times seemed to fill the air and the 
earth with the missiles of death; nor 
was any hospital attai^he, servant, 
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or gnard strnck, with some half express my Borprise and horror when 
dozen exc«ption9, and these latter the poor fellow was brooght back in 
were not wounded whilst at their a very short time, with the greater 
legitimate service, except one poor part of bis face and head torn away 
fellow whose death was so tragic by a shell, my unfortunate predic- 
that it defierves especial record. I tion having been literally fulfilled, 
often found it necessary to ask for I can recall the death of bnt few 
extra guards when there was any men, as many as I saw slain, which 
unusual moving or receipt of stores; are as indelibly fixed in my memo- 
and soldiers, who had become cut ry; and of all the medical officers 
off from their commands for any who served iji and about the tenta 
reason, were frequently ordered to in the general hospital department 
me for extra duty, until the locality during the eleven months' siege, I 
of their regiments could be learned waa the only one struck— only slight- 
and transportation furnished them, ly wounded fortunately — bnt jnst 
On one occasion during the siege badly enough to give me a brief re- 
two Georgia soldiers who had reach- spite from business, and to get the 
ed here after a sick furlough, on thanks of the department for "stead- 
their route back to the army, were iness, courage under fire and devo 
detained for some purpose and or- tion to duty," a compliment which 
dered to report to me. Just as they was not deserved, for I only went 
reported I had occasion to have some under fire when it could not poasi- 
storee sent for, which were in the bly be avoided, and always retired 
Southside depot, a point of unpleas- as soon as a "patriotic sense of dnty 
antness to which I have before re- permitted." Some of my amba- 
ferred, and 1 directed these 'two lance men used to say that the Yan- 
men, with some others, to guard kees always knew where my qaar- 
their removal. One of them asked ters were, and those of Capt, Beade, 
that he might get some tobacco, ra- a commissary. It was certain they 
Uons of which were being issued at shelled me out twice. On the last 
the commissary department adjoin- occasion my quarters were at the 
ing my quarters, that were at that house on the corner of Hint«n and 
time in the brick office of the Canal Folly streets, now occupied by Mr. 
company, near the basin. I said to Henry C Mann. It was in Septem- 
him, "Hurry up — you will in all ber, 1864, I think about the 30th, 
probability have no mouth in which and the shelling had l>een very hot 
to put tobacco in less than ten mm- all day, and was continued into the 
utes," referring to the particularly night. Every one had left the qaar- 
dangerons locality to which he was ters but Eomulus, my servant afore- 
ordered. I spoke lightly of it, and mentioned, and myself, and abont 
thought of it no more, and I cannot 10o'clockp.M. Ilaydownonalounge 
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or camp bed, and, resting on my el- 
bow, was watching the shells as they 
flew by — those with lit fuses, and 
listening to their bird-like not«8 
(birds of ill omen), when the scenes 
ftnd the sounds began to be rather 
demoralizing and inimical to Bleep. 
I remarked to Eoniuliis, "We will 
ran Providence one more night; after 
this we will change our base again," 
vfaen immediately a couple of plan - 
etB of first magnit nde seemed to have 
come together right in my face and 
to break into a million of stars of 
lesser magnitude. I felt myself 
whirling over in the midst of laths, 
plaster, glass, broken timber, and 
the dust of debris indescribable. 
Then followed Cimmerian darkness, 
and I became conscious of a sting- 
ing pain in ray left shoulder and left 
foot, and au ominous trickling down 
my back, and of a general sensation 
of being used up. My first sensible 
thonght was : I am not killed — it 
hurts too badly. As soon as I could 
get the dirt out of my mouth I call- 
ed Bomulus, to know if he was hurt. 
"Not tetched, sir," hesaid. "Well, 
"I am," I replied. "Come and help 
me to get into the basement and un- 
der the lee of the wall." "Better 
lay still, marster," he said. "Shell 
never come in same hole twice." 
"Never mind," I said, "Tou come 
and drag me down stairs out of the 
dirt." He soon got me in safer 
quarters in the basement, and, strik- 
ing a light and seeing blood on my 
Bhirt, be became demoralized him- 
Belf, and wanted to go for a surgeon. 



I told him that 1 was but little hurt, 
and that if he attempted to go 
through that fire to a surgeon he 
would probably be killed, or the sur- 
geon would be killed before getting 
to me. He then dragged a mattress 
down into the room, and, getting me 
on it, in a few minutes I was asleep. 
The next morning I found my 
wounds were tiifling, and I simply 
reported myself unable to do duty, 
and asked for some officer to be as- 
signed to my place temporarily. I 
was only absent from duty some 
week or two — but I changed my 
quarters! 

To Dr. John Herbert Claiborne's 
address and the foregoing addendum 
thereto it is deemed proper to append 
the following, which in December, 
1882, I wrote in the interleaved copy 
of Carlton McCarthy's "Detailed 
Minutise of Soldier Life in the Army 
of Northern Virginia," referred to 
on page 21: 

"I was not at the surrender of Gen. 
Lee's army, but was near enough on 
the north side of the James to hear 
the artillery during the fighting in 
the early part of the day (Sunday, 
April 9th, 1865), say, between 9 and 
10 o'clock in the morning, and what 
seemed to be a so/ute about 3 or 4 
o'clock in the afternoon. In com- 
pany with Bob Hackley (then an en- 
gineer in the Confederate States navy 
— now, 1882, an engineer on a steam- 
ship plying on the Pacific Ocean) 
and Charley Scott (then under mili- 
itary age, but connected with the ar- 
tillery service as a clerk or courier 
of his near relative, Maj. Wm. C, 
Scott, quartermaster on the staff of 
Qen. R. Lindsey Walker — now aBap- 
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tist preacher), all of iiBon horseback, 
I was on the public road leading from 
Charlottesville through Nelson coun- 
ty to Amherst Court-House, on our 
way to Lynchburg, where we expect- 
ed to join our respective commands 
then with Gen. Lee's array, which 
we knew to be retreating through the 
southside counties in that direction, 
but from which we had heard nothing 
but rumors since the break-up at 
Bichmond and Petersburg. 

"On the 24th of March, 1865, 1 had 
left my command on a ten days' fur- 
loi^h, commencing on that day. 
They were then occupying the breast- 
works between the James and the 
Appomattox, where we had been du- 
ring the preceding three weeks rest- 
ing in considerable quiet, although 
in close proximity to the enemy, but 
little dreaming that the end was so 
near at hand. 

"Arriving at my father's in Or- 
ange county, I enjoyed to the fullest 
extent the respite allowed by the fur- 
lough, for which I had been waiting 
for several mouths. 

"On Tuesday, April 4th, in bliss- 
ful ignorance of the momentous events 
which bad been transpiring about 
Richmond and Petersburg within the 
preceding four or five days, I made 
the following entry in my diary: 

" 'Rockwood,* Orange Co., Va., ) 
April 4, 'fi5. I 

" 'On furlough which expiree next 
Tuesday night. Intended starting 
for the army to-morrow, but deferred 
it until the next day in consequence 
of the rumored evacuation of Rich- 
mond. Have spent a very plt^osant 
furlough thus far. I reached here 
Sunday afternoou, March 26th, hav- 
ing left Petersburg Friday about mid- 

•This was the name of tlie place of i'bsI- 
dencD ol my lather, the late D, M. Beru&rd, 
ot Orange ooimtf, Ta. 



day. Ihadto"footit"43mile8of the 
journey.' 

"By the next day, however, the 
bad news began to break in upon us. 
Here is the entry in my journal: 

" 'Rockwood, Wednesday, 1 
April 5th, 1865. J 

" 'News of to-day perfectly awfnll 
There has been terrible fighting 
aroiuid Petersbui^ the past week, in 
which our army was whipped aud 
which haa resulted certainly in the 
evacuation of Richmond, which the 
enemy entered on Monday morning. 
It is said that Gen. Lee is retreating 
with the remnant of his army towards 
Uanville, expecting at last accounts 
tobe joined by Johnson.* It appears 
that Sherman succeeded in getting to 
Grant's army before Johnson did to 
Lee's, if the latter did get to Lee 
to participate at all in the recent 
fight. We have a rumor, which God 
grant may prove true, that I^ee haa 
whipped Grant in a heavy battle 
fought since Richmond was evacua- 
ted. Such a battle would enable oar 
Government to make some sort of 
peace with the enemy. Unless we 
can now deal a crashing blow to the 
enemy our cause seems lost, however 
so much we may dislike to acknowl- 
edge such a (lutt. 

" 'I have deferred my starting to 
the army until next Friday, in order 
that I may have company (Bob Hack- 
ley and Charley Scott) and may make 
arrangements to go on horseback.' 

"On i'riday morning, April 7th, 
1865, I rode over to Mr. Wickliffe 
Scott's and there joined Bob Hackley 
and Charley Scott. Taking leave of 
oar Mends we started for Charlottes- 
ville, as the first objective point on 
our route to join Gen. Lee's anny. 
Our first daj's journey was unevent- 
ful. Towards the latter part of the 
afternoou we reached Charlottesville, 

•Gen. Jooeph E. Johmtoti. 
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and spent the iiigbt at the house of 

my couneetion, Mr, -. Next 

morning wo made an early start, tak- 
ing the public road to Nelson Coiirt- 
House , Saturday we spent in a body 
of pines near the roadside, with our 
horses picketed near as. We wore 
not without fear that, if we stopped 
at a private house, leaving our hoi-sea 
in the stahle, some one might st«al 
them during the night. There were 
the many deserters from our aimy 
prowling around the country and to 
press a horse into service in those 
diBjointed times was uot regarded as 
a very serious offence. 

"Having spent Saturday night in 
the woods, we pushed ah^d bright 
and early next morning, and stopped 
for breakfast at the firHt place on the 
road atwhich wccouldgetit. When 
■we left home, each of us was provi- 
ded with several days' rations, which 
ire determined to save as long as we 
Oonld otherwise sustain ourselves. 
Among these rations was a lot' of 
iltiBOtdt which we carried in a meal- 
iag tied in the middle and slung over 
&xe saddle of one of our horses like 

pail of saddle-bags. Whilst we 
-were in the house on the way-side eat- 
ing our breakfast this Sunday mom- 
' ;, the bag of biscuit slipped from 
position on the back of one of our 
.korees and fell to the ground. ^Vhen 
came out from breakfast, much to 
aui annoyance we discovered a hound 
With bis mouth at the t)ag doing his 
ImbI to eat the biscuit, and he had 
broken several of them with his 
leetb in his effort to chew them 
tfarongh the liag, ^^^lat should we 
do with these dug-clieicil biscuit t 
Bhonld we throw them away, or 
keep them t I voted to keep them, 
as we knew not to what sti-aits we 
loight come. So we conciudetl to 
keep them. Oftentimes aftei'wards 
tor trip the question was asked, 



'Shall we eat some of those "dog- 
biscuit!"' as we caUed them. Be- 
fore we got home we did eat some of 
them. 

"As I have before mentioned, on 
our route this Sunday morning we 
heard cannonading several miles 
ahead of us on the south side of the 
James, which ceased after a little 
while. 

' 'After passing Nelson Court- 
House, stopping for a little while on 
the roadside, I found time to write 
the following in my diary: 

" 'On the road from Nelson 
C. H. to Amherst C. H., 
Sunday afternoon, April 
9th, 1865. 

"'Our little party, Charley Scott, 
Bob Hackley and myself, left. Mr. 
Wick Scott's, where we got together 
about 8 o'clock Friday momtng. 

and Mr, Scott rode with us as 

far as Gordonsville, I never felt so 
sad when leading home. At Gor- 
donsnUe we hejird that the column 
of the enemy which reached Staun- 
ton the evening before had returned 
down the Valley, but could gather 
nothing very de&iite as to those re- 
ported to be at Goochland C. H. 
and Dover Mills,' 

"As we jogged along, when within 
four or five miles of Amherst Court- 
House, the sound of artillery across 
the river reached our ears, but 
there was an ominous regularity in 
the firing of the gims, indicating 
that it was only the work of one 
combatant and that our enemy, Itr 
was their habit to lire salutt:« when- 
ever they had achieved any conside- 
rable success. Having often heard 
their salutes when on the lines 
aroimd Petersburg, I told my com- 
panions that I was satisfied it was a 
mlule, anil not the reports of ai-tille- 
ry engaged in action that wo then 
heard. 
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"Pushing on, we reached the vil- cent not that of a Southerner, and 
lage of Amheret Court -House, where so strange that it arrested my att«n- 
we found a large number of paroled tion, he replied: 'Good news ! Old 

I ConfederatesoldierSjandalsoa num- Marse Bob went into Lynchburg to - 
j ber of artillerymen, both men and day about 12 o'clock with his army,' 
f officers, and rumors that Gen. Lee This was indeed good news. Bat 
li had on that day at some place on curious to know who the man was 
i the south side of the James, enrren- from whom we got the information, 

II dered. There was also a rumor I asked him what command he be- 
that there had been no surrender, longed to. His reply was that he 

h but that Gen. Lee had ordered his did not belong to any command, but 

j artillerymen to bury their guns and was working fof the government at 

I meet him in Lincoluton, N. C, at Lynchburg. This satisfied me, sup- 

^ which place the army would be re- posing that he was probably a de- 

[ organized. serter from the Federal army there 

J "I remember hearing one of the employed in the Confederate ser- 

j artillerymen ridicule the idea that "ce. 

there had been any surrender, pro- "Going a hundred or so yards fur- 

\. nouncing it a fabrication gotten up ther, and after leaving the man who 

by some lying cavalrymen, who, he gave ug this agreeable news, we en- 

I said, had even gone so far aa to say eoimtered two or three artiller>-mea 

I that they had seen the Confederate whocameintfltheroadfromthebush- 

I' soldiers deUvering up their guns to es, and, walking up to u8 as we rode 

J the Yankee army. along, stopped for the purpose of 

[ "Having gathered up what infor- speaking to us, when one of their 

I mation we could, but learning noth- number, speaking to us, said: 'Are 

I ing authentic, we rode on through you armedT' I was the only one of 

i the village, intending, if possible, our party that was armed. Solook- 

: to make Lynchbuxg that night, ing the fellow who asked the ques- 

where we intended to meet the ar- tion in the face, I replied, 'Yes.' I 

j my and our commands. From the thought it not unlikely that the pur- 

I rumors we heard, we did not believe pose of the pajty who were stopping 

, that there had been a suri-ender of us was, if they found us unarmed, to 

the army, but only that there had take forciblepcssessionofourhorseH. 

/ been some considerable disaster. We Being informed that we were armed, 

i rather agreed with the artillerymen the spokesman said: 'Did you see 

■ that the cavalrymen who reported a provost guard at the little village 

the surrender to have taken place you have just passed through!' We 

had been drawing upon their imagi- replied that we did not. 'Did you 

^nation. meet a short distance down the road 

"When just beyond the outskirts a tall, large man on foott' We told 

of the village, on our way to LjTich- him that we did, and described the 

burg, we met a very tall, stoutly man we met above mentioned. 

built, man on the road on foot com- 'Then,' said the artilleryman, 'we 

ing from the direction of Ljnich- believe that fellow is a d d Yan- 

bui^. Thinking he could give tis kee spy. He lied to us, and, if you 
some information — which we were are arme<I, we will capture him,' 
seeking from every one we met — we Thereupon we wheeled our horses 
naked him the news. With an ac- and rode i-apidly back in search of 
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the stipposed spy, but conld neither 
see nor hear anj^hing of him. 

"When we got ba«k to the village 
the Bon ha<1 set, and we concluded 
that it was beet to st'Op for the night 
and go on to Lynchburg the next 
morning. 

"In the village we fell in with 
Capt. Tho8. WTiitehead38 (who af- 
terwards represented that district 
in Congress), who waut«d us to go to 
his house and go along up to Lyuch- 
bni^ next morning with him. "We 
accepted his invitation, but told hira 
we preferred to sleep in his stable, 
BO as to be near our horses in case 
of any attempt to steal them. 

'So we slept in the stable that 
night, and a gloomy night it was. 
Among my di-eams was one that Dr. 
James W. Claiborne, the surgeon of 
oar regiment, had come where we 
then were and told me that every 
1 in the regiment except himself, 
not killed, wounded or captured, 
had gone home, and that the army 

B fast falling to pieces, and that 
felt that it was time for him to 
leave. Having then, as I still have, 
great confidence in Dr. Jim Clai- 
borne, I was very much impressed 
by this dream, and I awoke next 
morning with very serious forebod- 
ings. 

"At an early hour we saddled our 
liorees and called to the little negro 
boy in Capt. Whitehead's yard, and 
told him to tell his master that we 
were ready to start to Lynchbiirg. 
The boy returned with a message 
from Capt. W, that we must tie our 
Jiorsee to the rack and come into the 
bouse, which we did. 

'Soon after we got into the parlor 
Oapt. Whitehead came in, and, bid- 
ding nsgood morning, said: 'Boys, 
1 have the worst news to tell you. 



Col. Holliday3S came here this morn- 
ing from Lynchburg, and brings re- 
liable information that Gen. Lee's 
army was surrendered yeMerday.' 
This was indeed crushing news. 
Whether Gen. Lee himself had sur- 
rendered was not known by Col. 
Holliday. 

"Without waiting for breakfast at 
Capt. Whitehead's our little party, 
Bob Hackley, Charley Scott and my- 
self, determined to push ahead. So, 
mounting our horses we bade adieu 
to Amherst Court-House and were 
soon jogging along in very gloomy 
spirits, until night came on, when 
we halted, and I found an opportu- 
nity to make the following entry in 
my journal: 

" 'At Mr. Edward Carter's, 
Amherst Co., 7 miles of 
Rope Ferry, Monday, April 
10, 18(i5. 
"'Was interrupted last evening 
by the rain, and have not now the 
heart to enter into the details I in- 
tended recording. Gen. Lee's once 
splendid army, the Army of North- 
em Virginia, now no longer exists. 
What remains of it, after many 
disasters, was yesterday surrendered 
near Appomattox depot, on the 
a. Side R. R. Today we have 
seen hundreds of the army, melan- 
choly and sad, wending their way in 
various directions, many of them 
nominally going to join Johnson's 
army, but most of them probably to 
their homes. Bob Hackley, Charley 
Scott and myself are determined 
to get to that army if possible, but 
the chances are very much against 
us, as our route will be a very long 
one, through Buchanan, Salem, 
and down into Western N. C, I 
very ranch fear Johnson's army will 
sl^are the fate of poor Gen. Lee's. 

f, M. HolUdar, Oovemor of 
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\\\- h«u> not hrai-d as jot whether distant), and g-et it for me. Bat the 

IMi. Ij(h< hiuiself was iucludcil iu fellow seemed to have less (aitfa in 

thv surrojider. this money than I had, and refused 

" -WV slept last uipht in a stable the offer. I was too mach broken 

at Amherst C. H, We lodg^ simi- down at the time to go back myself- 

birly to-nishl. I have never spent So I left the pistol to its (ate. 

s«rh a melaneholy dav as to-dav. "Another incident may be here 

1 «ui %■« soiiTvIv reaUi^ the sitiia- mentioned: Daring the night Bob 

ti.^. Thfdrwu-v rain of to-day has Hackley aided the young men &t 

l»ewi in kwping with mv spirits.' ^^- Thompson s \a. boiying, X think 



recvuxted iu iuii~ jonmal as follows: 



thus be secai«d against loos bj UJX- 



\t Mr. Thompson s, »mj '^^ jat^ ^^ hands of Federal wA- 

JamesRiTvr Canal, lOmilfs diea, who ««n ffTpw*«H soon to 

ofBuckaiMa.Tnesdayevm- make their apmannee in the not^ 

ins. April II. '65. bocliood. 3Gdn^t was the time 

*"^»t«V'<^ tinic lK4 Hijiftt in selected larU£B?il,nder the idea 

Xr. t^utM-'s stahh^ktft. .Vftvr eM- thai tbe tgioe a oa the jAaaa would 

ini;*w«na tw«k£ast Ibis naonung, not kaownen it was, and eo eovM 

(Nr wkKti wv ewltlnl, out ia OtmfM- not, as it «m gajwUn d tbey wosU, 

<tm» nkiner. hat ia writiag P^kt if tbcy kaew. mfmrn Ifae Fede« 

wmX roffin^. w>e staited aboM ninr soUien who ngU «ame alo^.* 

«'riiw^. wv«i &m to the Vmxwmte oa H«e a*ds wtet I vnte ia ^ 

JaaM<»Kivrr.a»dthn«meiiptW boofc wfaoadlo^Wi^the aujua^ 

^•» poAh K* the p«ut, having »,, fmi « _ , 

Rtfw JwMioa. wh«t» Mr. Bch«4s <l«»^ •*"•««■•» *M" ■■•■i*- 
Oa thPKMd «^ TWraMWhri^toJd: 
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«rntfha-t»wtati«Mw.itflt. I .'1 ^"' ' "'. -"" " - ^J— ' .T 

«Mili«^Hd a i««w>wftMB I *» y iiii i MiiLK»a 

— — ^^ - K Wniii iiiiiin.ittaiff,j 

j^ >ft Mas* 



Crom LexingtoD, and were very hoe- lyaville and Fray's mill aa old gee 

Kttably treated by him. ReacbiDg tleiuan named , wliom we a^ed 
lexiugton about 11 o'clock the the privilege of grazing our horses 
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"On our way back to Orange. Gap, 6 miles distant. As we ascen- 
Airiving at Buchanan on Wednes- ded the monntain the wind blew a 
tiesday morning we concluded, in perfect gale, driving the rain with 
Tiew of the very great danger of some hail right into our faces. Get 
oaptnre at this time and the difficul- ting over the gap we missed oar 
ty of getting along on horseback, to way, and after traveling about 4 
Jnake our way back to Orange and miles found ourselves on the Scotts- 
«iideavor to make our way to John- ville road. Just at this point Char- 
boq'b "army from that point, going ley Scott's horse broke down, and 

pa foot in another direction, that was left with a Mr. , living on 

is, if upon getting to Orange we the road. Changing our direction 
learn that there is still hope in pros- near this point we went on to Hills- 
©cutin^ the war. Almost all the boro, and thence to within 3 miles 
"Virginia soldiers appear to have of Whitehall, and stopped with an 

gone to their homes, or to other old gentleman named , who, 

twints of safety, there to be ready with his wife, was very kind to us 
to fight more if need be, but with and made us feel very much at 
the intention of watching for the home. I had almost forgotten to 
Present the course of events. Very mention that some old ladies near 
few are so much whipped as to fa- Mr. — ~s, whom we asked for some 
vor the abandoning of the cause, bread and milk, very kindly set a 
The Southern soldiers from Lee's table for us and gave us a regular 
army appear to have the same in- dinner. They seemed to be in such 
tentions, and no doubt most of them humble circumstances that I gave 
will go to their homes, if possible, them half the meat I had, which it 
before joining Johnson. was with difficulty we could induce 

"Wednesday night we stopped at them to accept, and they seemed 
Mr. John Lackey's (of Company rather hurt at anything being offer- 
H, 14th Virginia Cavalry), 9 miles ed them. Yesterday between Ear- 



next morning we called to see in his lot, insisted on our going in 

, and accepted bis offer to pre- the house and partaking of such 

:paTe us a snack, which we enjoyed dinner as he had, which invitation 
Tery much. Last night we went off we accepted, and we found the old 
the road a little way, and went to gentleman's dinner a very nice one. 
the house of a Mr. S—, who prov- After dinner we started first for 
ed to be a blood relation of mine, Pray's mill, 3 miles distant, at which 
and who entertained us very well, point we determined to go on to 
^Thas far we have met with excellent Barboursville, 12 miles further on, 
lortane. My spirits are better now and if possible make JElockwood 
than two days ago." that night, thinking it could not be 

"At Mr. Jas. B. Newman's, more than 4 miles beyond Barbours- 
Orano^e County, Monday ville, but it was so late when we 
mornin^ April 17th, 1865. reached this place, and we appre- 
'Stopped Friday night with Mr. hended such difficulty in finding 
._ — , two miles south of Waynes- our way across the mountain that 
Imro. Left Mr, 8 'b next morn- we concluded to accept Mr. New- 
Big in a rain, which continued until man's kind invitation to spend the 
we reached the atminiit of Eockfish night and to complete our trip this 
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morning-. Before concluding this 
entry I most mention that at various 
houses on the road we were given 
bread and milk and other delicacies. 
We have been surprised at our good 
fortune, traveling as we have been, 
on the charity of the good people 
by whose houses we passed, our 
Confederate money of course being 
worth nothing. Our return trip has 
been quite pleasant, and we are 
now rejoiced at being so near our 
destination." 

"Rockwood, Tuesday, April 
19th, 1865. 

"Reached here yesterday morn- 
ing about 11 o'clock. Everybody 
rejoiced to see me back. The va- 
rious rumors about French recogni- 
tion and an alliance with the Con- 
federacy appear to be true, and it 
is said that a French fleet has had 
an engagement with the Yankee 
fleet somewhere in the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, in which the French sunk three 
of the Yankee vessels and captured 
the balance. It is also said that 
Johnson has whipped Sherman, 
capturing from 15,000 to 25,000 pris- 
oners.* If these reports be true, we 
atill have much to hope for — the 
Confederacy has not yet been de- 
stroyed." 

"Petersburg, May 22d. '65. 

"After writing last, whilst at Rock- 
wood, made arrangements to join 
the Black Horse Cavalry in 4th Vir- 
ginia regiment, which was called 
together to meet at Charlottesville, 
Waynesboro and other places the 
first week in May, but the news of 
the fate of Johnson's army deter- 
mined me at ouce to go down to 

'This 1h a sample ot the wild rumors thnt ia Dr. Claiborne's addresB, were from Din. 
Iloatod through thn countr; at this period, widdle oounty, Va. Dr. J. F. Smith was 

fDr. Hume Pelld (whose name IsetronQ- from Clarke county. Va. Dr. J , reter- 

oualy spelled Field on page 248) and Dr. red to on page 2T1, is Dr. T. P. jBniian(Dot 
BIchard E. Lewis, so frequeutly mnntluned Dr. JermaiueJ of Ridgeway, N. C. 



Richmond and get my parole. 
Reached Richmond last Monday, 
May 15th, was paroled May 16th, 
and came over here the following 
day, and to-day took the amnesty 
oath, a bitter pill indeed. I find 
nothing to do whatever in my pro- 
fession and am taking steps to get 
employment as a teacher." 

I should mention that on Thurs- 
day, April 13th, as we were going 
down the Valley, we met a train of 
several wagons wending its way up 
the Valley in the charge of a quar- 
termaster, or other Confederate offi- 
cer, the whole proceeding along as 
if nothing had happened. I do not 
remember that we were asked the 
news or that we volunteered to com- 
municate any information that we 
had. 

In looking back to the last sad 
scenes of the Lost Cause, I have of- 
ten recalled the appearance of this 
organized party of Confederates — 
the last I ever saw — quartermaster, 
or wagon-master, and teamsters, still 
in the faithful discharge of their duty, 
solemnly and slowly moving to their 
point of destination in obedience to 
the orders of some superior officer 
whose commands had, when they 
were issued, the bayonets of the 
once powerful Army of Northern 
Virginia to enforce them, but which 
was now a thing of the past, t 
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A COMRADE'S EXPERIENCE WITH GEN. L. 8. BAKER'S COMMAND 

AT WELDON, N. C, DURING THE FIFTEEN DAYS PRECEDING 

JOHNSTON'S SURRENDER AT GREENSBORO, N. C. 



AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE A. P. HILL CAMP OF CONFED- 
ERATE VETERANS, OF PETERSBURG, VA., ON THE EVENING 
OF NOVEMBER 25th, 1890, BY Hon. JAMES M. MULLEN. 



GOMBADES : 
Looking back, perhaps 
I am juBtified in saying tliat 
my lines during the late war were, in 
one sense, cast in pleasant places. 
At the time, and while the conflict 
ras raging, I did not think so ; but 
blessings brighten as tliey take their 
flight." Hudibras says that 
"He who flgLts and runs away, 
Will live to fighl another day;" 
and thinking "on my marcies" dur- 
ing the piping times of peace that 
Lave sacceeded the late unpleasant- 
ness, I have learned to properly ap- 
preciate my good fortune in being 
kept out of harm's way. The run- 
ning away was not of our own 



choosing, for the boys of our bat- 
tery would have had it otherwise, 
and we did not relish the paternal 
regard of the "powers that were" in 
our behalf. It did seem, however, 
that tbe autboritiesstudiouslyavoid- 
ed exposing us to danger, and kept 
tbe battery continuously on the 
move, so as to shield it from the 
enemy's bullets. Around Richmond, 
from April to November, 1862, either 
in oamp of instruction or manning^ 
some of the heavy redoubts that en- 
circled that city, we took no active 
part in the bloody scenes that were 
enacted at Seven Fines, Mechanics- 
ville, Gaines' Mill, Cold Harbor, Sav- 
age's Station and Malvern Hill, 
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though within sound, and at times never be my pleasure to relate with 
in sight of bursting of sheU and rat- bated breath and glowing cheek to 
thng of musketry upon those fields my children and children 'a children, 
of carnage. From November, 18G2, as one of the actor's therein, thosa 
to June, 1863, we helped to guard mighty passages of arms that mode 
the line of the Blackwater under for Lee's ragged veterans a namd 
PryoF, and assisted in the invest- as great as, if not greater than, that 
ment of Suffolk under Longstreet, of any armed host whose acHeve- 
During the remainder of 1863, with ments are recorded in the annals 
the exception of a few weeks of history. "In all the tide of 
at Chaffin's Bluff, we remained time" the brilliant deeds of that ar- 
aronnd Petersburg, our principal ray ot "buight musketsand tattered 
duty being to stand guard over Fort uniforms" will live and glow upon 
Clifton. The first five months of the historic page, in attestation of 
1864 found us on the coast below the fortitude, prowess and courage 
Wilmington, N. C, about sis miles of that noble band of patriot sol- 
above Fort Fisher. From there we diers. Would that I could, as one 
were sent in June, 1864, to Weldon, of the actors ia the bloody drama, 
N. C, where we remained until the tell of the charge up the heights of 
close of the war. Cemetery Hill, wheu nothing daunt- 

When approached, several weeks ^ ^^B 

ago, with the request that at some "Cannon to the right of them, ^M 

, , 1- T I LI Canniiu to tnu left of them, ^^H 

fut.re meBlmg I f«TOr the camp c.onon In f,o»t or them," ^ 

With some of my war experiences, 

the same feeling took possession of **' gallant command pressed on. 
me that doubtless came over that at the call of duty, to certain death. 
good woman when about to cast aU ^^^ »' ^^^ privUege accorded the 
she had— two mites— into the treas- °^^ soldier to 
nry of the Lord. I was oppressed "Weep o'er his wounds, or tales of sor- 

.,, ,, . .1 . 1 . T i^'"' done, 

with the consciousnesa that what I shoulder hi. clutch, and bI.ow fields are 
might be able to contribute would won," 

(ail to entertain scarred veterans is denied me, I am possessed of the 
who had "stood hke a stone wall' proud consciousness of having done 
with Jackson, or marched and all I could— all that was permitted 
fought with A. P. Hill's "Light Di- me to do — to secure the success of 
vision." As it was not my privi- the cause I believed to bo right. 
lego to witness or participate in any It is announced that I shall speak 
of the many glorious victories won to-night of "A Comrade's Experi- 
by that incomparable body of men, ence with Gen. L. 8. Baker's Cona- 
the Army of Northern Virginia, the mand at Weldon, N. C," during the 
din and shont of fierce battle are fifteen days preceding the surren- 
not within my experience. It oan der of Johnston at OreenBborO|.J 
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C. I shall endeavor brielly to re- 
eoaot some of the incidents and 
events that came under my observa- 
tion while with the httle command 
daring this abort but eventful pe- 
liod. 

After the evacuation of Plymouth, 
W&fibingrtOD, Kinston and Golde- 
boro, Brig.-Geneial L. S. Baker was 
sent to Weldon, charged with the 
duty of holding on to that place, 
not only for the purpose of preserv- 
ing railroad communication between 
the other forces in North Carolina 
and the Army of Northern Virginia 
and those along the line of the Wil- 
mington and Weldon railroad, from 
Goldsboro to that line, but of col- 
lecting supplies for these armies 
from that portion of Eastern Caro- 
lina not actually in the possesaion 
of the enemy. The authorities re- 
cognizing the importance of this 
position in these respects — it being 
one of the principal sources of sup- 
ply for the armies — instructed Gen, 
Baker to bold it until the last mo- 
ment, and at the same time watch 
oat for and repel any raids of the 
enemy coming from the Blackwater 
and Chowan, and from Piymouth, 
Washington and Goldsboro. With 
the force under his command this 
Was DO light duty, and he was ne- 
eeasarily absent from Weldon most 
of his time, looking after the various 
points under his supervision. Wel- 
don, however, was the headquarters 
of his department, which was styled 
•The Second Military Division of 
'North Carolina," lu his absence 
ihe captain of our battery (Capt. 



L. H. Webb, Company A, 13tb bat- 
talion North Carolina light artille- 
ry) was in command. 

You will remember that the days 
of which I speak were times that 
tried men's souls, and put to the 
severest teat the metal with which 
the Confederate soldiers were made. 
All signs indicated that "the end 
was near at hand." Lee had aban- 
doned Petersburg and Richmond, 
though this was unknown to us un- 
til several days thereafter, as I shall 
later on show ; all of North Caro- 
Una east of the Wilmington and 
Weldon railroad had been given up ; 
and Sherman had made hia mem- 
orable march through Georgia to 
the sea, and through the Carolinas, 
having as his objective point Golds- 
boro, where he purposed to form a 
junction with Scofleld, moving from 
Newberne and Kinston, and with 
Terry, moving from Wilmington. 
This was accompKshed by him on 
the 23rd of March, 1866. Tho giant 
arms of an octopus were rapidly 
closing upon the Confederacy in 
her final desperate but grand strug- 
gle for independence. Just one 
month previous to the junction of 
these three armies, flushed as they 
were with victory, that old war 
horse. Gen. Joe Johnston, had re- 
lieved Beauregard at Charlotte, N. 
C, and was charged with the diffi- 
cult task of collecting and uniting 
in one army the scattered forces of 
Bragg, Hardee, Hood and Beaure- 
gard, for one supreme effort to stay 
the tide of the invader, and be pre- 
pared, if necessary, to unite hia 
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forces at Danvillomth those of Lee, on Baleigb, which place he reached 
who even then contemplated aban- on April 13tb, and found that John- 
doning his position around Peters- ston had moved further on. 
burg for that purpose, with the hope Let us now leave Sherman at Bal- 
that the two armies might (all upon eigh, and go back to the little force 
Sherman and crush him before at Weldou. And, in the outset, I 
Grant could come to his assistance, take pleasure in acknowledging my 
Vain hope bom of desperation ; for indebtedness for much I shall now 
Sherman, having reached Golds- recount to my old commander, Gapt. 
boro, his next plan was not to fol- L. H. Webb, than whom a truer 
low after Johnston, but open com- soldier never drew sword, and who 
munication with Grant, so that the has very kindly furnished me ex- 
two might act together. This is tracts from his diary kept during 
shown by his special order, issued this period. I have also obtained 
April 5th, at Goldsboro, which valuable information from that gal- 
reads : "The next grand objective lant soldier, Hon. James C McBae, 
is to place this army (with its full then assistant adjubant-general on 
equipment) north of Boanoke River, Oeu. Baker's staff, and now one of 
facing west, with a base for supplies the superior court judges for North 
at Norfolk, and at Winston or Mur- Carolina.* 

freesboro on the Chowan, and in The task imposed upon this small 
full communication with the Army force, consisting of two or three 
of the Potomac at Petersburg ; and hundred infantry and our battery, 
also to do the enemy as much harm numbering about one hnndred and 
as possible enroute." His army was twenty-Sve men, was no hght one. 
to move on the 10th of April, in For weeks it had been in a state of 
three columns of 25,000 each, with constant activity and excitement, 
his cavalry under Kilpatrick, aiming enhanced towards the last with con- 
directly for Weldon until it had tinual suspense and anxiety. It had 
crossed the Tar Biver, the general been constantly on the move to 
point of concentration being War- meet threatened advances from the 
teuton, N. C, But his whole plan directions of the Tar and lower Boa- 
was suddenly changed by the news noke and the Chowan and Blaok- 
of the fall of Bichmond and Peters- water rivers. If I remember aright, 
burg, which reached him at Golds- during the month of March it had 
boro on the Gth of April. Inferring been sent upon two expeditions 
that Lee would succeed in making a through Northampton, Hertford and 
junction with Johnston, with a frac- Bertie counties, to repel reported 

tion of his army, at least, somewhere " ., ". „ „ ~; ; ~7in " 

. , . , , ■" ' ,, , "JudRe McRao waa, In August, 1893, ap- 

m his front, he prepared, on the day pofnted by Gi)v. Holt mi HBSooiato justice 
he had appointed (April 10th) to S!,r.=,"°.h:r.tSV"Z"SUS 
leave Goldsboro, to move straight ot Aseooi&te Juetioe Joseph J. D&tIb. 
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fftids of the enemy's cavalry from 
Chowan ; one, to and below 
Tarboro to meet a threatened ad- 
vance from the lower Tar and Roa- 
noke ; and one down the Seaboard 
and Roanoke railroad towarda 
Franklin, to check a cavalry raid 
from the Blackwater. This laat ex- 
pedition, however, was in April, the 
command returning to camp there- 
from the night of April 6th. It waa 
ander command of Col. Whitford, 
who had with him not to exceed 
two handred infantry (about fifty 
of whom were members of our com- 
paDy, armed with inferior rifles) 
and two gnna from our battery. I 
was with the expedition as a can- 
noneer of one of the guaa of the 
battery. I forgot to say that we 
were conveyed down the Seaboard 
road upon two or three flat cars, 
and possibly a box car or two. Upon 
reaching Boy kin's depot, about 
twenty-five milea from Weldou, we 
discovered that all below that point 
the enemy had torn up and burned 
the track, so that it was impossible 
for ua to proceed further on the 
train. Disembarking, we reconnoit- 
ered the situation for aeveral milea 
around, and remained there until 
next morning, when, hearing that 
the enemy was making his way in 
fte direction of Weldou, we board- 
. ed the train and started back. 
I After passing Seaboard, a small ata- 
■ tion about ten miles east of Weldon, 
I'Col. "Whitford, who was riding ou 
I (he engine, saw one or two men run 
J the track some six or seven 
■jtondred yards ahead. He at once 



ordered the train stopped. This 
precaution was not taken any too 
soon, for, aa soon aa some of' the 
infantry were put off aa skirmishers 
and the aituatiou was taken in, it 
was diacovered that the track for 
some diatance just ahead of us was 
torn up and that the enemy had 
ambuscaded both sides, We bad 
pasaed Seaboard about a mile. As 
soon as the train was stopped the 
enemy opened fire upon us. Col. 
Whitford caused the train to be 
run back to Seaboard, where the 
remainder of the command was put 
in position to await the return of 
the skirmishers, who were ordered 
to fall back as soon as they could 
ascertain with some certainty the 
force and purpose of the enemy. 
They soon reported that the enemy, 
consisting of a regiment of cavalry, 
had retired in the direction of Jack- 
son, which was distant some eight 
milea in a southeast direction from 
where we were, and away from Wel- 
don. Col. Whitford concluded to 
follow on after them, but I auspect 
with no hearty desire to meet up 
with them, for he could but know 
that our force was not able to cope 
successfully with a full regiment. 
Upon reaching Jackson, we learned 
there that the -regiment was the 
3rd New York Cavalry, about six 
hundred strong, well mounted and 
thoroughly equipped with Spen- 
cer repeating carbines, and had 
passed through that town some hours 
before, aud then must be neai- Mur- 
freesboro, some twenty-five milea 
distant. After waiting several hours 
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at Jackaon our giinR were ordered 
back overland to Weldon, while the 
infautry, under Col. Whittord's com- 
maDd, retired to Halifax. I shall 
always remember with pleasnre one 
little iocident connected with this 
affair: Several weeks before, as we 
had more men tbao were required 
or needed to man the guns, about 
sixty of our company had been arm- 
ed with rifles and acted with the 
infantry. When the train was halt- 
ed aud Hkirmishers thrown off I was 
anxious to join them, and endeav- 
ored to get one of the riflemen to 
exchange phices with me. I kuew 
he was disaffected, and it occurred 
to me that he would not hesitate to 
shirk danger; but I reckoned with- 
out my host. He rejected the over- 
ture with some indignation, and re- 
marked that, if anybody had to use 
his rifle, he proposed to do it him- 
self; and I ascertained that he be- 
haved as gallantly as any man. 
This but illustrates that it was not 
cowardice that caused a great many 
of our soldiers to waver in their al- 
legiance toward the close of the 
war, but the terrible hardships to 
which they were subjected, the dis- 
tressing accounts of suffering of 
their loved ones at home, aud the 
intuitive knowledge that defeat was 
inevitable. I remember with sad- 
ness, without any feeling of cen- 
sure, many instances of desertion 
of as brave men as ever marched 
to the tap of a drum. 

On the 7th of April, about 5 
p. M., a telegram was received by 
Capt. Webb, who was in command. 



from Gen. Johnston, ordering that 
all trains north of the Boanoke 
River be recalled at once, all the 
artillery that could be moved got ou 
the south side, and such heavy guns 
in the defences north of the river 
as could not be moved destroyed, 
and the railroad bridge burned. 
Steps were at once taken to execute 
the order, and by hard service all 
night, the next morning (Saturday, 
8th) found everything in the shape 
of guns, ordnance, quartermaster 
and commissary stores removed 
from the north side of the river and 
dehvered in Weldon, and combusti- 
bles at once gathered and placed at 
each end of the railroad bridge to fire 
it as soon as all the trains were 
safely over. The bridge, however, 
was not fired that day; why, I will 
let Capt. Webb speak. I quote from 
his diary : "Gen. Baker came up 
about 10 o'clock a. m., and ordered 
me with my battery aud Williams' 
section of artillery across the river 
again. Upon getting my battery 
over the river I put my guns in po- 
sition along the old line as I 
thought best, aud awaited ulterior 
orders from headquarters. My on- 
ly Hupport were the feeble remains 
of a company of so-called cavalry 
under Capt. Strange. In all the 
twenty men of his command there 
was not a single man or officer de- 
cently mounted. With my old fiery 
Bucephalus, 'Duncan,' I could haye 
charged aud overturned every skel- 
eton of a horse in his oompany. 
But the men were all true 'Tar- 
heels,' and there was no braver n 
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than Capt. Strange." On the after- two days after we had marched 
noon of the 10th the artillery was away. One of the duties imposed 
ordered back oa the south side and ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^j ^^^ battery, just 
preparations made to leave Weldon. before leaving Weldon, was the col- 
According to Capt. Webb, there j^^^^^ ^^^ destruction of boats 
were then at that point about five ^^^^ ^j,^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^p^^ ^y^^ 
hundred men, including at least x,^^^^ of the bridge, communica- 
seventy-five stragglers, furloughed a^n with the north side might be 
men convalescents from the hos- effectually cut off Perhaps it was 
pitals and detailed men. ^ precautionary measure that could 

On the 12th the command to leave have been very safely dispensed 
Weldon was given. Capt. Webb was with ; and when I recall my expe- 
ordered to take charge of the column Hence in the performance of that 
and start towards Raleigh, keeping duty I am strongly inclined to that 
as near the railroad as possible. By opinion. In company with a moun- 
10 o'clock A. M . the column was well taineer, who knew nothing of boat- 
on its way in good order, the objective craft, I was sent up the river for 
being, if possible, to join Gen. John- that purpose. After proceeding 
ston at or near Raleigh. We marched about half a mile above the bridge, 
about sixteen miles that day. we came across a boat ; but the 

For several days previous to our owner, who doubtless had taken the 
departure, and even while the artil- alarm, had bid the poles with which 
lery was on the north side of the to propel it. Nothing daunted, we 
river, everything was done to put improvised the best we could, and 
the force in good marching condi- started down the river. Tempted 
tion. Unfit and worthless animals by the sight of some fish upon a 
connected with the artiUery, quar- slide near by, we essayed to cross 
termaster and commissary depart- over and secure them, and had al- 
ments, were condemned and either most reached the prize when my 
sold or given away. To supply companion's pole broke, and away 
their places squads of mounted men we went down the rapids. We for- 
were detailed to make detours tunately passed the worst safely, 
through the adjacent farms and plan- and by dint of extra exertion reach- 
tations to impress horses and mules, ed the shore ; but for a few moments 
The extra men of the command were there were two badly scared naviga- 
parcelled out and assigned to the tors. The rest of the trip to the 
different regular organizations, and point we were ordered to bring the 
everything in the way of stores sent boats was made by swinging around, 
off by rail up the Raleigh and Gas- one of us in the stern and the other 
ton railroad. The bridge, however, at the bow, alternately catching 
remained in statu quo, and was not hold of and turning loose the bushes 
burned until the night of the 13th, along the bank. 



The scenes in and around Weldon and cat off. Capt. Webb, who was in 
these few days were heart-rending, command — Gen. Baker not yet hav 
As early as the 8th the citizens in ingcomeup — refusedtobelievebim, 
the country around, especially on and ordered him and some others 
the north side of the riyer, became under guard to accompany the com- 
panic-stricken, and came crowding mand until their etory was verified. 
into the town, imagining the direst But it was not long before all were 
calamities would befall them upon fully convinced of the truth of their 
the withdrawal of the troops. We statements, for the roads were soon 
could but remember the kind and filled with soldiers returning from 
hospitable treatment these good Lee's army. I shall never forget 
and loyal people had always ex- thefeelingwhichcameover me when 
tended to Confederate soldiers, and fully impressed with the fact that 
were deeply touched at their dia- Lee had surrendered. Until then I 
tress. But some of us, who had bad never permitted myself to doabt 
witnessed similar scenes, took com- the ultimate success of the CoDfed- 
fort in the thought that it would eracy ; and, as to the Army of Nor- 
not be half as bad as they imagined, thern Virginia, I believed that, on- 
I remember the confusion and con- der "Marse Robert," it was simply 
sternation in and around my own invincible. I apprehend this feeling 
home upon hearing of the capture was shared by most of the Confed- 
of Boanoke Island; and yet, the erate soldiers; hence their endn- 
storm of war passed by without in- ranee, courage and devotion onder 
fiictiug the grievous woes appre- the sorest trials and in the darkest 
hended. But Sherman and his hours of the cause. With Lee's sur- 
bummers did not pass that way. render, all hope fied, and thereafter 

By sunrise on the 13th we resum- ^^ obedience and discharge of du^ 
ed our march in a hard rain, and were purely mechanical. Swift upon 
with the roads in a terrible condi- ^^^ ^^^^^ o^ the news of tbisterri- 
tion. Not long afterstarting we be- ^^^ disaster, and on the evening of 
gan to meet stragglers making their ^^^ ^ame day, came the rumor that 
way to our rear. Among the first Sherman was in possession of Rat- 
io attract our attention was a weary- ^^sK and that Johnston was retiring 
looking, foot-sore and jaded young "before him towards Greensboro. 
fellow in the dirty and tattered uni- Madam Eumor was not a lying jade 
form of a lieutenant of infantry, who tbis time. About nightfall, weoiy 
told us he was going home; that *°*^ li«Dgry. depressed with the 
Lee had surrendered, and what was gloomy outlook, and after a bard 
left of his army had been paroled, ^^y'^ ^°'^^' we halted and wenti^ 
n . ,, . .. ,.] , , camp near Warrenton Ja ^^" 

Up to this hme we did not know ^^^\ g^j^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^, J"^ 

that Petersburg had been abandon- and Capt. Web*' 
ed, so completely were we isolated as to ~ 
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Let me narrate the events of the 
gucceeding day in the words of Capt. 
Webb himself. I quote from his 
diary: 

"Friday, April 14th. About day- 
lie^bt this moroiDg the bugles souud- 
ea reveille, and as soon as the weary 
men could be got into line, and the 
horses hitched, without breakfast, 
Te started for the junction, about 
four miles distant, intending to teed 
at that place. I pressed on ahead of 
[ the column to see if Icould hear any 
thing of General Baker, and at that 
early hour I found the road filled 
with stragglers, all reiterating and 
confirming the news of yesterday. 
Nothing could be heard of the gen- 
eral. The column came up in about 
an hour, was halted, horses fed, and 
men got breakfast. About the time 
we were ready to move again a soli- 
tary horseman rode up to the depot, 
in whom I recognized General M. 
W. Ransom. He dismounted and 
hitched his horse, while I went for- 
ward to meet him. He contirmed 
(he reports of Gen. Lee's surrender, 
having himself been there and wit^ 
oessea it. I told of my situation, 
the reported occupation of Raleigh 
by Sherman, and that, surrounded 
by the enemy as I was, I hardly knew 
vhat to do with the stores and men 
under my charge. He replied that 
be knew nothing of Sherman's posi- 
tion, but hardly thought he was in 
Baleigb, and that, being a paroled 
soldier, he could not give me any 
advice in the premises; but that his 
brother, Gen. Robert Ransom, was 
at his house, only about four miles 
away, and, as he was not paroled, I 
could consult him. This I concluded 
to do, and countermanding the or- 
ders to resume the march, we mount- 
ed and rode off. We found Gen. 
Robert Ransom at his house (he was 
borne on sick furlough), and I enter- 
ed at once into the matter which had 



brought me to his presence. Gen. 
Matt. Ransom was present, but took 
no part in the discussion. After 
some reflection. Gen, Robert remark- 
ed that under the circumstances he 
could see no good in holding out 
longer ; explained the difficulties of 
reaching Johnston if Sherman occu- 
pied Raleigh, and that he thought it 
best to remain where I was, and send 
a flag of truce to Sherman at Ral- 
eigh, offering to surrender upon the 
same terms accorded Lee's army. 
At the conclusion of Gen. Robert's 
remarks. Gen. Matt., forgetful of 
the fact that he was paroled and 
could give no advice, sprang to 
his feet and exclaimed with Sashing 
eye and extended arm, 'Never! Un- 
der no consideration surrender until 
there is a force in your front suffi- 
cient to compel it. But what am I 
doing! I am a paroled prisoner and 
have no right to speak in this 
manner,' and walked out of the room. 
There was that in his manner, looks, 
and ringing tones, which settled the 
question tor me, and bidding both 
'good-bye,' mounted my horse apd 
rode back to Warrenton Junction. 
Upon arriving there I found a consid- 
erable number of the men in a state 
of disquietude and disorder, amount- 
ing to almost total demoralization. 
They had broken into one of the 
cars containing supplies of food, 
were wantonly wasting the supplies, 
and were preparing to break open 
other cars. Springing from my 
horse and making my way to them, 
calling my bugler as I went, I had 
him sound the assembly, and bade 
them tall in with their several com- 
mands at once. The better and no- 
bler instincts of ^ooA soldiers com- 
ing to their assistance, they soon 
quieted down and readily fell into 
line, I then addressed them as best 
I could ; told them all the news I 
could learn ; of my conference with 
the two generals ; that we had food 
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enough for a, week at least, and in apon the return of Lieut. Blount, 
that time felt sui'e something would Gen. Baker had not come up or been 
be donf, either by the arrival of Gen. heard from, another meeting should 
Baker, or in some other way, which be called for definite action. At 5 
would enable ua either to continue r.M. news came that Gen. Baker and 
or close our services as Confederate staif were coming, and about 6 p. M. 
soldiers in an honorable way. That they rode up. Upon his arrival the 
I proposed now to move on to Bids- president of the road was set at lib- 
way, halt and call a council of offi- erty, and he at once made complaint 
cers ; and urged them to be men a to the general ; but he endorsed all 
littleloDgerandtrust me, andl would that I had done, and then saying he 
do for them the bent I could. My would make his headquarters with 
emotionschoked my utterance; many the president, they rode off together. 
of the men wept with me, and all Soon after, he caUed a councilof the 
promised implicit obedience to my officers, from which I returned about 
orders. The column was soon form- i);30p. H. With few dissenting Totes 
ed and marched to Bidgway, where it was decided to send a flag of truce 
we arrived about noon. Hastily to Sherman, tendering our surren- 
calliug the officers together for con- der upon the same terms allowed 
saltation, we concluded to send an Lee's army. Lieut. Blount had re- 
engine and tender up the road as turned about 8 p. m,, reporting that 
near Baleigh as possible, and ascer- be had gone within twelve miles of 
tain, if we could, whether Sherman Baleigh, and getting what he deem- 
was there or not. An engine on the ed reliable information that Stier- 
track, already fired up, was seized, man was in possession of the city, 
and as many men, armed with En- onhisreturn, in obedience to orders, 
field rifles as could be were put he had burned the bridge over Ce- 
aboard and in charge of Lieutenant dar Creek." 

Blount, of Tenth North Carolina On the morning of the 15th, the 
Troops with orders to go as near ^^^^^i announced an entirely dif- 
Raleigh as he deemed safe, and if 7 , r ,i . i , 

he found the enemy in occupation '^'^^''^ programme from that deter- 
to return with the best speed possi- mined upon the evening before. 
ble, burning the most important That now announced was, to aban- 
bridge on the road in his rear. The d„n the artillery and all escept ab- 
engine was about to move off, when aoi^tely necessary supphes, and with 
the president of the road, who lives ,, , , , . ,. , , 

here, stepped up, and in an authori- ^^^ "^^^^^ command m as light or- 
tative tone, ordered the men off, and der as possible, mounted on artillery 
the engineer not to move an inch, horses and transportation animals, 
I renewed my former order, which ^g far as could be done, and armed 
the president again forbade deny- ^est we could, try to get to John- 
mg my authority to impress his roll- , ■ f c, . 

ing-stock in such service. Remon- ^ton by passing around Shermttn a 
strancesprovin^unavailing.Idirect- rear. This change met with wide- 
edasergeant, with afileofmeu, tore- spread dissatisfaction, but uothiof; 
move him into the railroad office and further was done that day. 
keep h.m under guard, which being q ^ j (Sunday), thegeneral 
done, the engine moved off up the , , ' /''. ^ 

the road. In the consultation with was urged by some of his officers to 
the officers it was decided that if, carry out at once the plan orij ' 
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decided apon, to surrender ; for they with flowers in one hand and some- 
were satisfied they could not control thing to eat in the other. It made 
their men longer. He promised to a deep impression on me at the 
take the matter under consideration time, and I shall never forget the 
and announce his final decision at an scene. 

assembly of all the forces that even- About sundown on the 16th we 
ing. The plan finally adopted was, reached Arpsboro and halted. There 
to try and cut his way through to the general informed us he had re- 
Johnston with all who would volun- liable information that Johnston had 
teer to follow him, the others to dis- surrendered, and he had determin- 
band and go home as best they ed to send in a flag of truce to Eal- 
could. About fifty volunteered, of eigh, tendering his surrender. On 
which nineteen were from our bat- the next day, having re-crossed the 
tery. These fifty were authorized to Tar River and counter-marched sev- 
be mounted on government horses, eral miles, we started the flag, the 
and armed with Enfield rifles. This officer in charge bearing the foUow- 
was done, and at midnight they took ing letter : 

up their march. "Headquarters 2d Military District, \ 

. ,, , , , , -,. Nash Co., N. C, ApriI19, 1865. / 

I might relate several ludicrous i«Maj6r-GeneraI W. T. Sherman, 

incidents of this march, but I have Com'ding U. 8. Forces, 

already detained you too long, and ^^^ , _. ,. . .^^^®'t\^;^* 

., . ^v i. • **General—Fmdmg that Gen. Johnston 

must hasten on. ihe next morning, j^ag surrendered his army, of which my 

having been up all night, we present- command forms a part, I have the honor 
1 LY.' 1. i i' 1 to surrender the command, with a re- 

ed anything but a martial appear- ^^^^^ ^hat the same terms be allowed me 

ance, and, if the truth must be told, as were allowed Gen. Johnston's army. 

our enthusiasm was at a low ebb, *^ ^Very rLpecSuH^^I^' 
for we were pretty well satisfied that Your obedient servant, 

ours was a "wild goose chase." **^- ®- ^^ker." 

Nothing but a sense of duty, and a A rumor reached us to-night that 
reluctance to turn back as long as President Lincoln had been assas- 
we were called upon to go forward, sinated. 

carried us on. For two days we About 5 o'clock p. m., on the 20th, 
wandered on over the hills and our flag returned with a letter from 
through the woods of Franklin, Gen. Sherman to Gen. Baker, stat- 
Johnston and Wake counties. On ing that Gen. Johnston had not sur- 
one of these days we passed through rendered, but that terms had been 
Louisburg, worn out and hungry, agreed upon between thdm for a 
The good citizens of the town re- cessation of hostilities and the res- 
ceived us enthusiastically, and treat- toration of peace. Accompanying 
ed us most hospitably. It must the letter was a copy of the agree- 
have been an amusing sight to see ment. The letter gave Gen. Baker 
us straggling through the streets, the right to disband his force upon 
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the terms granted Gen. Lee's arniy. 
The general, deeming it best to ac- 
cept these terms, issued the follow- 
ing order : 

"Headijuartera 2d Military Dwtriet, 1 
I>ep»rtEQeut North Carolina, \ 
Bunu'B House, April 20, 1865.) 
"(Generai Order No. 25.) 

"The brigadier-general commandiDg 
announces to the ollicecH and men who 
have remained with him that the two 
grand armies of the Confederate States 
havluK been compelled to mahe terms 
with the enemy, it has become necessary 
that he should disband his command. 

"The officers and men will be allowed 
to return to their homes, where they will 
remain peaceably aud quietly until call- 
ed forth again by the proper authorities, 

"He offers hia profound thanbs to those 
who have remained with him to the last. 
Though their labors have not met with 
present success, they will carry with 
them the proud consciousness of having 
done their whole duty to the country, 
and of having laid down their arms only 
when they could be of no farther service 
to the cause to which their lives were so 
freely devoted. 

"With the kindest wishes for their fu- 
ture welfare he bids them farewell. 

"By order Brigadier-General Baiter : 
■■J. C. McHae, a. a. U." 

And the following to each com- 
manding officer in the force, muiatie 
mutandis : 
"Capt Louis H. Webb, Co. A, 

13th Battalion N, 0. Artillery : 

"Captain — You will please present the 
thanks of the brigadier-general com- 
manding to the following named officers 
and men of your eomimny, who have 
courageously remained at the post of du- 
ty until the last moment, and who have 
not feared to trust their safety to him in 
the hour of adversity. He has done ail 
he can for these brave men, and only 
surrenders them when it would be folly 
and madneBB tocontinue longer in arms : 

"Captain L. H. Webb, First Lieut. H. 
P. Home, Sergeant T, G, Skinner Ser- 
geant J. O. Latham, Corporal L. W. Mc- 
Muilan, Privates James M. Mullen, Al- 
phonso White, Peter McMillan, A. J. Ba- 
ker, J. A. Jacocks, Daniel Morrison, Na- 
thaniel Hathaway. Richard Boguc, Wal- 
ter J. Webb, Charles Barber, Thomas H. 



Bnowden, Wm. H. Whedbee, B. W. 
Hap])er, and George W. Fentress. 
I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 
"James C. McRae, A. A. O." 
The men were each fnrnished 
the following : 

"Headquarters 2d Military District, 
Department North Carolina, 
Bunn's House, April 20, 1866. , 
"In accordance with an agreement with 
Mi^or-General Sherman, commanding 
United States Forces in North Carolina- 
Private , Co. A, 13th battal, 

ion North Carolina artillery, is perHiitted 
to go to hia home, and there uuietly re- 
— -'-■[. taking with him one horse, his 
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In passing, let me say that the 
horse was the beet pay I ever re- 
ceived from the Confederacy, and 
he proved a valuable acquisition. 

Early the nest morning (Friday, 
April 21st), we turned our faces 
homeward, feeling as if a heavy 
weight had been lifted off our shonl- 
ders, and relieved that the suspense 
was over. Capt. Webb, who was 
going to join his wife on the Black- 
water, accompanied the Perquimans 
county boys, of whom there were 
about a dozen. This party kept 
well together until just before reach- 
ing Halifas, when Capt. Webb, 
Wm. H. Whedbee and I, pushed on 
ahead. I quote again from the cap- 
tain's diary : 

"On Sunday, the 23rd of April, at 
Martin's Gross-Roada, Nortaamp- 
ton county, N. C, I parted from 
Mullen and Whedbee, the last two 
of my company to remain with me," 

And now. Comrades, I have but 
little more to add. After leaving 
Capt. Webb, Whedbee and I pushed 
on to Murfreesboro ; reaching tl 



jthawi. 
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we foand the ferry had been de- 
stroyed, and we were compelled to 
croBS the Meherrin in a small oaDoe, 
swimmiug our horses. Oar nearest 
route home from Murfreesboro 
would have been to cross the Clio- 
wan at Winton, bat the citizens of 
Murfreesboro informed us that at 
Winton were several Federal gun- 
boats. We did not know how we 
might be received by the enemy, so 
deemed it the wiser course to aban- 
don that route and cross the Chowan 
at a ferry higher up. This we did, 
but there we met with the same luck 
as at the Meherrin, and had to cross 
in a small boat ourselves, and swim 
our horses. Here a bii of good 
luck befell us — not much, but we 
were thankful for small favors. We 
met with a gentleman who had a 
sulky which he wanted to get to the 
town (Hertford) in which I lived. 
It must be borne in mind we were 
not cavalrymen, and yet we had 
been in the saddle seven or eight 
days, on the go all the time, were 
completely worn out, and had still 
before us about sixty miles to travel 
before reaching our homes. We 
gladly availed ourselves of this op- 
portunity to change our mode of lo- 
comotion. Whedbee and I agreed 
we should ride "turn about," with 
jay first go. But "aU is not gold 
that gUtters," and we are often 
doomed "to see our fondest hopes 
decay," I had hardly started before 
the fear of the thing breaking down 
took possession of me. The trouble 
was, compared with the vehicles 
(caissons and gun-carriages) I had 



been used to for three years, the 
frail appearance and elastic motion 
of the snlky were alarming. I soon 
yielded the concern to Whedbee, 
who seemed to take to it better. 
This was inspiring, and when my 
turn came again I claimed the priv- 
ilege, and accustomed myself to its 
motions. Whedbee, who lived in 
the country, left me when I was sev- 
eral miles from home. He was hard- 
ly out of sight when I heard in the 
direction I was going the booming 
of cannon, repeated at invervals. It 
occurred to me at once that the fir- 
ing was from the gun-boats lying in 
the river at Hertford, and out of re- 
spect to President Lincoln. This 
was not very comforting ; for, while 
there was no reason why I should 
apprehend trouble or annoyance, I 
did not fancy facing the music all 
alone, satisfied as I was of meeting 
in the town soldiers and sailors from 
these boats. But seating myself 
more firmly in my novel vehicle, 
drawing the reins of my steed tight- 
er, and mustering up courage for 
the ordeal, I dashed over the bridge 
and through the main street of the 
town in fine style. As I expected, 
the town was filled with sailors and 
soldiers, but they gave me a cheer 
as I passed, and shouted, "There 
goes a Johnny coming home in the 
best style yet." I realized at once 
that "this cruel war was over," and 
these hearty greetings from quon- 
dam foes went a long way towards 
reconstructing me. 

I would commend the example of 
these, their brethren, to those of the 
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North who would keep alive the fires 
of sectioDal hate more than twenty- 
five long years after we Southern 
soldiers had laid down our arms in 
good faith. I venture to say that 
none of the raeu that greeted me so 
fraternally that April morninc^ are 
found in the rauks of those who 
would deny us the right to meet to- 
gether to commemorate the deeds 
of valor of our comrades in arms. 
They, no doubt, like ua, look upon 
the courage and bravery of the 
"boys in blue" and the "boys in 
grey" as a commou heritage, to be 
tenderly preserved and proudly 
transmitted to posterity. Xo want 
of loyalty and devotion to our com- 
mon country, and to the one flag 
that floats above us prompts to do 
honor to our illustrious dead and 
contribute a pittance to cheer the 
destitute who fought nobly and now 
endure uncomplainingly. We cher- 
ish in our hearts no feelings of dis- 
loyalty, neither do we regret the 
failure to establish the Confedera- 
cy. The war was inevitable. Inflam- 
ed as were the two sections of our 
country, the one stigmatizing the 
constitution as "a league with hell 
and a covenant with death," while 
leading statesmen of the other taunt- 
ed the fanatical anti-slavery senti- 
ment with the boast that "they 
would live to call the roll of their 



slaves at the foot of Bunker Hill," 
there was no arbitrament for the 
"irrepressible conflict" but the 
sword. True, we fought for a con- 
stitutional right, yet better violence 
to that than the perpetuity of an in- 
stitution which was the fruitful 
aonrce of "all our woes." Eliminat- 
ed of its radical feature, time will 
right the wrong done "state's 
rights" (already we see the "Old 
Ship of State" gradually drifting 
back to her rightful course), while 
slavery, that was surely sapping the 
"bone and sinew" of this Southland 
of ours, is gone forever. Enter- 
taining these sentimeuts, which I 
beheve are those of our entire sec- 
tion, when I hear men like Foraker 
questioning the loyalty of the South 
to the Union, I feel that they but 
insult our intelligence and good 
faith. When they pour upon our 
heads the vials of their bitterness I 
am almost constrained to exclaim 
with old Jacob, "Cursed be their 
anger, for it is fierce ; and their 
wrath for it is cruel." They have 
yet to learn to appreciate this Soutb- 
em people; and to their unjust 
criminations I can but retort in the 
words of Evan Macombich, when the 
mob sneered at his promise to come 
back and redeem his chief, "they 
ken neither the heart of a Hieland- 



man, nor the hoQorof ageatlei 
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SEVERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS BOOK WERE RECEIVED TOO 

LATE FOR INSERTION IN THEIR APPROPRIATE PLACES 

IN THE BODY OF THE WORK. THEY ARE 

ACCORDINGLY HERE APPENDED. 



THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN with the driving-rein from the har- 

OF 1862. ^^®ss of a mule team to serve as a 

T^ r^ TTT T^ ^ ^ rope, and from the branch of an ap- 

Ex-Gov. Wm. E. Cameron, who ^^^ \^^^ ^^ ^^^ to the head 

was adjutant of the 12th Virginia of the column as we reached a cross- 
regiment of Mahone's brigade at road, and gave orders as coming 
the battle of Second Manassas, writ- ^om ^^^' Lee that the troops should 
ing from Chicago under date of July *?^^ ^ ^}\ right-that is down the 
1^ iftQ9 aci^«7 ^^^^^- ^^* ^^- Longstreet hap- 
1^, loyz, says. pened to be on the spot, and knew 

^^I am in receipt of the advance that the exact contrary was the line 
sheets containing your address and of march. It had been raining, and 
mine — Turner's I already have, as the pretended courier had on a gum 
you sent it to me in Tallehassee. coat, the skirts of which reached 
The notes and additions you have his boot-tops. When this was strip- 
made, Kelly's letter, Col. Feild's ped off a full Federal uniform was 
description, &c., are very valuable exposed to view. The whole affair 
in filling up the outlines I was able scarcely lasted for as many moments 
to furnish. I was glad to notice, as woidd be required in relating the 
too, that in nearly all points the circumstances. I remember at the 
memoranda taken contemporaneous- time that remark was made about 
ly seem to bear out the accuracy of Hatcher's taking the trousers from 
my memory. the body, and ill-luck was predict- 

** * * * * edto him; and afterward, on my re- 

"The spy to whom you allude on turn to the army, the incident was 
I)age 11 was hung with very little often recalled in connection with 
shrift, and, if I am not mistaken, his death upon the field at Cramp- 



ton's Gap, not propter hoc-, but post enemy. Gen. Anderson, mounted 

^oc. on a, fine black mare, and decked off 

Of the group of officers you men- with white waiBtcoat and gloves as 
tiou on page 15, I have the most if going to a ball, sat directly in 
perfect recoUectloa; I recall them as front of the 12th regiment. Col. 
to our left and in front of oiir line. Walter Taylor, of Lee's staflf, dashed 
Gen. Jackson was only there a short "P to him, made some brief comma- 
time in the morning, but Gens. Lee nication, and dashed away. G«n. 
and Longstreet remained in the same Anderson turned and said, with a 
position until we moved, as you smile, 'Gentlemen, Gen. Jackson 
have described, in the afternoon, saye that by the blessing of God his 
Stuart was also there for a long time, necessities have been relieved. So we 
and he lay prone on a red blanket will go to the right and help Long- 
pointing out to Gen. r^ee roads and street.' >Veimmediately faced, clam - 
positions on a military map which bered down the steep bank into the 
was stretched before them, I was road, then up the opposite side, and 
close to the group, almost among so moved to the position where Hood 
them, in conversation with Col. Fair- had fought, from which our final ad- 
fax, of Longstreet'a staff, and heard vance upon the enemy was made. 
Gen. Ijee's direction to Gen. Ander- "While we were moving through 
son, substantially as given by the the woods, before eneonntering any 
late Theo. Rnffin in the letter from infantry Ere, one of the guides, in- 
which you have quoted in a note on stead of keeping a straight line of 
page 15. direction to the front, seemed bent 

"Our division was the reserve of upon comforming to my movements, 

the army, and the position we then which were governed by the nature 

held was just about the centre, of the ground. Lt.-Col. Fielding L. 

When we moved to the left, and Taylor, of our raiment, a man of 

slightly to the rear, with a view of pious habit and conservative in daily 

rest and rations should time permit, lif^i was, as will be remembered, a 

we crossed the turnpike and so came swearer worthy of Flanders when 

in rear of Jackson's line. Just at once in the smoke of combat; and, at 

that time occurred the terrific fight last, hebrokeout,'D — utheadjutant, 

in the railroad cut, in which Talia- sir; and d — a yon, too; it's no bnsi- 

ferro's division was so nearly over- ness of yours where Ae goes. Why the 

come, and in which the men fought h — 1 don't yon follow yonr nosel" 

with clubbed guns and stones. Jack- The poor fellow, bewildered before 

son sent for aid, and we were order- by the signs and sights of his first 

ed up. In advancing we passed so battle, was worse confounded by 

near our cooking-camp that the de- this sulphurous blast from his nsu- 

tail came out to see their comra<]ee al'y placld and agreeable officer; and 

march into battle, and one of the shortly afterwards he took adi-an- 

cooks handed me a pone of bread tage of a confusion wonie than bis, 

and hunk of pork, which I divided and took a straight line for the rear, 

with Major May, and devoured as following his nase so snccessfulty in 

we hurried on. We formed line un- the new direction that he never re- 

der shelling, our right resting on the turned to the regiment during the 

'pike, and expected to be led direct- war, nor have I ever seen him since. 

ly forward into the presence of the "The night of the battle i 
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Wooiided were treated at a field hos- 
'lutal about three miles from the 
sceoe of engagement. It rained, of 
course, and we had no shelter, but 
lots of coffee aud brandy which Jack- 
son had captured at Mauaeaas Junc- 
tion a few days before, and the men 
did not complain of the weather. 
By some accident, when the army 
moved forward. Buck Kevan, George 
May, E. G. Jolly, aud myself were 
left by the side of the road uuder an 
oak tree, without any provision for 
our care or removal, I had my 
horse and negro boy, and so alone 
for twenty-four hours we obtaiued 
no food or even water. Finally Col. 
Robt. B. Boiling drove by, return- 
ing from a trip to look after the safe- 
ty of two ot his boys who were with 
Stuart's cavalry, and he, taking us 
one at a time in Iiis barouche, re- 
moved the party to the house of Mrs. 
Dade in Haymarket. Here we lay 
for a week, receiving every possible 
attention from our hosts; but they 
had been stripped of everything, 
and we were a burden upon their 
poverty. Our wounds were undress- 
ed for many days, and we were in a 
bad way generally when Major J, 
Arthur Johnston happened along 
uid supplied me with enough money 
to meet our wants and hire a wagon 
I to haul us to Culpeper Court-House. 
All four of us were badly wounded, 
and the ti-ip through the Gap, over 
rocks that seemed as big as tables, 
I and in a vehicle totally innocent of 
springs, was an experience of such 
exquisite agony as to defy descrip- 
tion. At Wanenton the mercenary 
driver threatened to leave us to the 
mercy of the hospitals (which were 
ftiU of gangrene), because I had uot 
money enough in hand to pay in ad- 
vance his exorbitant charges. But 
1 the Good Samaritan appeared 
on the scene at the moment of need 



— this time in the person of Mr. W. 
H. Spratley, of Greensville county, 
who acted as banker, mother and 
father as well, to the party until he 
delivered us into the hands of the 
medical director at Gordonsville. 
Here, with rare good fortune, we 
met Mr. Andrew Kevan arid Capt. 
Nat Harrison,* and our troubles were 
at an end. The doctors had orders 
to pass no wounded on to Richmond, 
but fortunately the secretary of war 
was my kinsman, and a tel^ram 
brought quick orders for our release, 
and that we should be furnished a 
hospital car and sent on at once. 
The next day we reached home, the 
first to arrive of the wounded at Ma- 
nassas, and received such ministra- 
tions as well repaid all that had 
been endured on the journey. Jolly 
lost his arm, but George May never 
recovered from the effects of hia 
wound, and was never able again 
to take up arms for the cause to 
which his family gave so much 
priceless blood, and lingered not 
long enough to know the pangs of 
defeat. 

"I omitted to say that the Federal 
cavalry rode in upon us twice dur- 
ii^ our stay at Haymarket, but did 
not consider us fit subjects for cap- 
ture, or even to be paroled. I be- 
lieve they sent a squad to hunt np 

•Capt. Nath'l C. Harrison, ot Petersburg, 
Va., the mention ot whose Dame reoalla 
many pleasant memories to the surviving 
members of the IZth Vlrglola reglmeat. 
For two yeara — from the time the regiment 
took part in the campalKn around Rich- 
mond in the summer of 1862 until its return 
to Petersburg with the Army of Northern 
Virgiiiift In the summer ot iB64-this gen- 
tleman, in charge of a wagon and team fur- 
nished and maintained by the people of Pe- 
tersburg and bearing supplies to the Pe- 
tersburg boys in that regiment, sent by lov- 
ing friends at home, made regular tripe 
from Petersburg to the camps of the regi- 
ment, and bis arrival was always hailed 
with the greatest delight. 
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Gen. Mahone, who was near Aldie, ment of the brigade, and was in po- 
bot be managed to evade the search, sition and came very near getting 

"Another fact, closely coimect«d into trouble before the other regi- 
with the history of our regiment ments arrived. When the 12th and 
diu'ingthechmpaignsof 1862, should 6th came up they were pntinonthe 
be mentioned: James D. William- left of the Ifith. The 4lBt was guard- 
eon, nhose name oeciu's among the ing another pass, and the battle was 
killed at Second Manassas, was the fought, if I remembei' correctly, by 
eolor-beai-er in our "baptism of the Kltli, 12th and fith. We had 
blood" at Seven Pines. His hesi- several killed and a g^ood many ta- 
tation, under a ctraflict of orders, ken prisonei-B (I writ* this after 
was mistaken for want of courage by talking with some of my men who 
oneof his superiors, and, without op- were there). I was at the time act- 
portunity for defense, he was de- ing quartermaster and commissary, 
prived of the colors on the Held and and, though not compelled to go into 
degraded from his position. For this fight, did so, and saw the whole 
months be bore bravely the unde- movement of the enemy, and was 
served stigma, but went about his with or near our artillery when it 
duty like one weary of life; and fired on the enemy. Moreover, I 
though the harsh and cruel edict came very near being kille<i, as I 
was never withdrawn by the offieer was told next day by Col. Parham. 
who issued it, the vietim had the His words were, 'You d — d fool, 
sympathy and respect of his com- youought to have been killed. Who 
rades throughout the ordeal, and at ever heard of a commissary going 
Manassas he fell in the fore-front of into a fight V I knew Parham well, 
the flght, and found his vindication and of course understood. The neit 
in a hero's death. His unjust judge day, in the presence of Gen. Wil- 
did not long survive him, and his cox, he complimente<i me on 'ra- 
faults may be remembered with tiouing the men with cartridges,' 
greater chaa-ity, in that he too met a Parham was a glorious, brave mao, 
soldier's end, and met it bravely. a good fellow and the I)e8t cniser 
****** when he chose I ever heard." 

"I wish! had time while my mind Capt. John R. Patterson, of Pe- 
IS on these snbieet« totouch ousome ^ , ,, , . . ., „ 

incidents connected with Turner's t^rsburg, \a., referring to the Ber- 
paper on the fith of May at the Wil- ry Stainliack and Buck Johnson in- 
derness; but I have stolen an hour cident mentioned in the note at page 
to scribble the above for you, which, 43^ gays : 

or part of which, you may be able ^it^-^ Berry Stainback, notUnck 
to work into the appeiidix. Johnson, who carried the blanket 

Col. Thos. W. Smith, of Snflfolk, and who got captured, the boys said, 
Va., who was a lieutenant in Com- when he found that Buck, his part- 
pany A, 16th Virginia Infantry, Ma- ner. "i^ » prisoner. 'The bomb- 
hone's brigade, in a letter dated P^^*" ^*-*«\l' f ^•«" ^^^ ^^ «"* 
" ' „ . , , given him 'a few days previonslv,' 

August 7, 189a, referrmg to the bat - ^ut On the day of the tmttle of Cmmp- 
tle of Crampton's Gap, says ; tou'sGap. A few hours before the bat- 

"The 16th rt^iment was ordeied tie Berry said to me, 'Pat, I am tired 
to the Gap before any other regi- of marching np and down thescd — d 
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moimtaiiis. Please detail me to cook ed condition indeed. My cap had 
to-day.' I complied with his re- no brim. The sleeves of my jacket 
quest, but the battle had scarcely were worn out and were ragged at 
open^ before Berry came up to our the elbows, and I was bare-footed 
line. I said to him, 'I thought I and dirty. As the regiment march- 
had detailed you to cook.' His re- ed through the town I marched 
ply was, 'Oh, h — 1! I could not along with it, on or "near the side- 
stay with that crowd of bummers walk. We halted a minute or two 
and wagon-dogs.' " in front of a door in which stood a 

Mr. Jno.E. Crow, of Wilmington, ^^^ pretty young woman wearing 
^^ ^ ^ i_ ^x^ T^ Van apron of the United States col- 

^ . C, who was a member of the Pe- ^^^ j ^^^ ^^^ gp^k, but she eyed 

tersburg Eiflemeu, Co. E, 12th Vir- me for a minute or so, and then, in 

ginia Infantry, Mahone's brigade, in the most contemptuous way, with a 

a letter dated October 23, 1892, ac- s^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ace, said to me, 'You 

knowledging the receipt of a copy of ""'' ^ ^^^ ^^^Ir Vw J^'^^""^^^^ 

_ , ^^ X . . xi_ ^ ragamuffin rebel!' What impressed 

a pamphlet containing, the advance ^e at the time most was the spirit 

sheets of this book, embracing the she manifested under the circum- 

Maryland campaign and the battle of stances, the 'rebeP army, as she call- 

ChanceUorsville, gives the following ^ i^> ^^ possession of the city and 

interestingam)untofhisexperiences '^f J^^^^^r^th^^^^^^ Cramp- 

m the Maryland campaign: ton's Gap Billy Douglas* and myself 

''The i)amphlet containing the ad- were sitting together, both bare-foot- 
dresses about the 'Maryland Cam- ed and excused from duty by the 
paign of 1862' and 'Chancellorsville' surgeon on account of our condition, 
came to hand yesterday. I have Our regiment was then commencing 
read both, and been profoundly in- to move from our camp in Pleasant 
terested from the beginning to the Valley to the Gap. Col. Allen Par- 
end — the Maryland campaign espe- ham, who was commanding the bri- 
cially, having been all along there gade, had known Douglas as a boy 
in propria pernmia, I was not at lo^^g before the war, I think. At 
Chancellorsville, as I was serving on any rate he said to us, 'What are 
that 'detail' mentioned in my recent you boys doing there?' We told him 
letter to you about the battle of the we were bare-footed, and that our 
Crater. Cameron's description is ^^et were in such bad condition we 
simply splendid. had been excused from duty. 'Boys,' 

* ***** said he, 'the enemy are advancing 

"In crossing the Potomac at Lees- ^P^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^» ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ behind 
burg I lost my shoes, and went which we will fight, and you can shoot 
through the Maryland campaign ^^^^ ^^^^ ^i^® squirrels.' There- 
bare-footed. Those of us in this de- "P^^ ^^^^^ Douglas and myself 
plorable fix had not only to contend l>»ckled on our accoutrements and 
with the sore and tender bottoms of ^^^^lowed behind the regiment as best 
our feet, but our feet were also sun- ^^^ ^^^^^' ^^^^^^ ^'^ ^^^ "P ^^ them 
burned and blistered on top, which ^^^ regiments were aU in line at the 
was equally painful. Going through fo ot of t he mountain, the 12th in 
Frederick city I was in a dilapidat- "•wm. c. Dougiaa, of Florida. 
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the centre, the 6th on the left, and 
the lljth on the right. The stone 
wall turned out to be a few stones on 
the ground, on which was built a 
rail fence — at least this was all I 
saw that might be called a 'stone 
fence.' 

"As I came to our liue the pickets 
were firing. Lieut. -Col. Melding 
Taylor was lying down. He had 
been sick and was using a eane — a 
gold-headed caue I am pretty sure, as 
you will see later on. I said to him, 
'Colonel, I am a volunteer lighter to- 
day, and would like to choose my 
owu position, which shall be behind 
this tree, if you have no objection, 
rather than lie down behind that 
fence. I canload much faster.' I was 
then near an oak tree. He replied, 
'You can do as you choose, but you 
will be more exposed behind that 
tree, as the enemy can see you from 
the flank.' 

"Up to this time I had carried the 
same Enfield rifle that I started in 
the war with, and I believe I had 
gotten my marksmanship down to a 
tine point with this gun. From this 
position I could see the enemy's 
main line and reserves coming up. 
On the left I could see them coming, 
I saw a horse loose in a lot cavort- 
ing in the most excited way. I won 
dered what would become of him, 
when the firing opened from botli 
lines, there being only skirmishing 
now. I go to loading and firing as 



fast as I can, I can see numbers of 
the enemy, and I am careful to take 
the most deliberate aim. Every now 
and then E could hear our wounded 
and their friends call for the ambu- 
lance corps, Joe Maclin, I remem* 
ber, was one. He went in and came 
out under this terrific fire several , 
times. I did not think it was pos- 
sible for him to escape. I noticed a * 
young hog eorae running behind 
our line from the diroctiou of the 
farm lot where the horse was. I 
thought to myself, 'How can Joe 
Maclin eacapel'* I saw him bearing 
off a wounded man. I 'halloed' to 
him, 'Joe! I am nearly out of am- 
munition.' Hearing me, he cut off 
the cartridge box from the wounded 
soldier whom he was carrying oat 
and threw it to me. In that fight I 
must have gotten in sixty to seventy 
rounds. Joe has told me since the 
war that he thinks I must have fired 
that many from what he knew. I 
had my cartridge box full, and he 
says the one he threw me had only a 
few out. The tree behind whieb I 
stood received a dozen minnie balls 
at least, the bark flying in my face. 
The fire was enfilading. 

"Soon our fire slackened for want 
of ammunition. Bill Andrews, the 
driver of the ordnance wagon, had 
come as near to us as possible to 
supply ns. The enemy soon found 
oiit our weakness in this respect and 
prepared to cliarge. Col. Taylor was 



•Job. J. Maclin, of Peteraburg, Va., who 
did nut escape the enein^'e missiles. Mr. 
joa. Edwin tipotswuod, of the same place, 
Bays: "JoeMoclln was wounded as we made 
our way up the mountain slope. I came 
across him on my way up and took him on 
my bock to the Gap and left him at what I 
thought was a safe place. I then wont Into 
the woods, trylDK to find out men. but was 
Buddonly surrounded by a number of the 
enemy — ^OermauB — und surrendered. They 
gave oie eome cracliers to eat and told me 
to put my liie by tbo aide ot a cliff ot rocks 



near by. Their attention was just at this 
time drawn off From me, seeing which I 
took advantage ot It. seized my rlUe and 
darted down the west side of tbemouDlaln. 
My captors llrod several sbot« at me. but 
it was getting dark and they could not se« 
me. About the foot of the mountain I 
came upon aorae of our reghnent — Capta. 
R. W. Jones and Jno. T. Clements I remem- 
ber A line ot battle was formed In a corn- 
Held, and In this position we remained un- 
til mumlng." 



2-sa 
If a 



6 



O 5^ 



3B 



• 3 5j a o 
!1 •« i o 



s 

?« 



§■? 



pa 



5? 



5 8 






la* » 2. A 



s » 






SB 



o 

s 

c 



• 

OB 



3 



B 

s 



< 



s S 






30 S 



3 ^ 

•i o 



® 5 

5* a 
" 5S* 

M *^ 



I? 

I i 
f- 

CO ^ 



«5 
§ = 

o 

s 



3 



!^ 3 o 



3 3 

?t o 



B > 



^:S 



>3 
82. 5" 

O pQ 

» o 



M 3 

-a 

— o 



o 

i 

O 

P 

« 

9 
3 
•a 

•1 

-< 

s 

3 

»^ 
3 



s 

OB 

o 

n 

s 



o 

OB 



H 

cr 
o 



<» 

s 



li 1 






PI 

s 

1 

•1 



i.i 5 2 



a ?o 



(i3 



<: o 

w 

P3 
> 

o 
w 

71 



P 

I 

o 

9 



2. ^ 

a •' 
p 

3 

OB 

Q 



3* 
A 



3 
I 

I 



s- S. & 

►- Js ^ 



I 



3* 



T 5 



3 




APPENDIX. 



woonded only a few steps from me. 
FThe enemy started forward, led by 
an officer riding a sorrel horse. This 
ofEcer I wished to ehoot, and at- 
tempted to load my gun for that 
purpose, having just fired it. I had 
noticed for several shote that my gun 
had become very foul, and it was 
difficalt to drive the ball home. 
ThlH time I got the ball down some 
sis inches from the muzzle. I could 
not get it further, although I seized 
a stone and hammered the rod. It 
is fixed in my memory, whether cor- 
rectly or not I cannot say, that Gen. 
Reno was that officer. 

"\Vhen we had to retire I grab- 
bed up Col. Taylor's gold-headed 
cane, thinking at the time that 
whether he lived or died this caue 
would be historically prized by his 
family. I stuck the small end in the 
muzzle of my gun and started up the 
mountain. Very soon Capt. John 
Patterson was shot. As I was going 
up the mountain I saw a Federal sol- 
dier draw a bead on me and I made 
myself small behind a small hicko- 
ry. He plumbed the centre of the 
tree. Onmy side of it, the tick sound- 
ed like a cannon ball bad hit it. 
Presently Cobb's legion opened fire. 
I was between the lines, I could not 
get along any faster. My feet were 
80 sore I got down on my hands and 
knees and crawled safely through 
Cobb's line of battle, and then 
straightened up. Gen. Cobb was 
Tight by, and saw the cane sticking 
out of the end of my gun, 'What's 
that you've got therel' he asked me, 
nndoubtedly thinking at first sight 
that I had some new patent gun. I 
told him it was Col. Taylor's cane 
in the end of my gun, which wae so 
fool I conld not fire it. 'llirow it 
down and get another gun,' he said, 
I was now near ourordnance wagon, 
and threw in my gun and Col. Tay- 



lor's cane, and got another gun. 

"Night was now coming on, the 
enemy still pushing us back, and we 
firing in retreat. We would get in 
squads, fire and fall back to another 
squad behind us. I recollect that 
Mr. Bruce Gwynn and myself had 
fired on the head of the enemy's col- 
umn, when, looking to our rear, we 
saw about 100 of our own men about 
to fire through us on the same col- 
umn. We fell on our faces to the 
ground aud crawled into our lines. 

"Iterkness coming on, we went 
back into Pleasant Valley. My feet 
were so cut to pieces that I was 
thrown into an ambulance and sent 
to Charlestown with the wounded, 
I was hobbling al«ut the street when 
a lady came to her door and called 
me. She said she had a pair- of 
shoes that belonged to her son, off in 
the army, which had been slightly 
worn. 'My daughter,' she said, 
'saw your condition from the win- 
dow and wished to offer the shoes to 
you, but was ashamed to do ao, and 
begged wie to do so.' 'I am an old 
lady with a son in the army,' she 
continued, 'and you must not mind 
taking them from me under the cir- 
cumstances.' I appreciated the kind 
intent, accepted the shoes, and 
thanked her for them. They fitted 
me well, and I wore them a long 
time — indeed, until I got a pair sent 
from home, 

"I have a poor memory fornames, 
and I may not be correct about the 
name of the lady by whom Ned 
Aiken was so tenderly nursed and 
in whose bouse he was. I think 

she was a Mrs. N . Tayleure 

can tell you, as he doubtless remem- 
bers the name. I saw him in Balti- 
more in 18GG, I think, and he talked 
over that (to me) sweetest memory. 

Mrs. N had a niece living with 

her, a Miss Lizzie , for whom 
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I cherish the tendereat feelings for immense white liorn-bntton discol- 
her gentleness, sweetness and kind- ored and brown from use. My 
nesa to me. I wus frequently in and jacket was out at the elbows, which 
out of the house, helping to nurse I have already mentioned. I was 
NedAiken especially, ofmyowucom- shod with the shoes I have already 
pany, and the other wounded sol- referred to, but had no socks. TAis 
diers who were there — seven, I was the figure I cut before that love- 
think, in all — ^and to relieve as far ly little woman, whose winning ways 
as I could the burden of care upon went straight to my heart, 
these noble ladies. I determined "We had a splendid dinner, fin- 
that I would assist them, but would ished up with pears and grapes. Af- 
not allow myself to accept their hos- ter dinner Miss Lizzie said, 'Come 
pitality, already taxed so severely, with me," with a kind of delicious 
as I was getting my rations at the mystery in the tone of bet voice and 
hospital, a church being temporarily manner. She led the way up stairs 
used for the purpose. Even here we and ushered me into the moBt 
were not allowed to live upon the charming little hbrary — her own — 
'commissary department'; the ladies the person ification of her own sweet 
supplied us with everything nice, self. All the appointments were of 
even the moat delicious fruit being exquisite taste and there was an air 
added to our bill of fare. A great of coziness about it that was irreslB- 
mauy of our regiment had made ac- tibly pleasing. I dubbed it dream- 
quaintances here during the John land. I realized now that inysteri- 
Brown trial. Several companies ous sotnelking was about to be made 
from Petersburg, you know, were known. She said : 'I will send yoa 
sent to Charlestown at that time. I a boi of cigars and a cup of coffee, 

recollect a Miss Jennie H ■, and you can amuse yourself while 

whose kindness knew no limit, with you sip your coffee and smoke (it 

other ladies of the family. you are a smoker), and be sure yoo 

"I had been in one day to see send me that jacket. I have already 

Ned Aiken at Mrs. N 's, and, secured your cap, and you are now 

knowing it was near her dinner my prisoner.' 

time, I started out the back-way to "She then left me to my own 
the hospital to escape being seen, thoughts. By the time I had fin- 
As I passed out Miss Lizzie ished my delightful reverie the jack- 
was looking after affairs in the kitch- et was sent back with the elbows 
en and she stopped me, and insisted both patched in the neatest way. 
on my taking dinner. I begged to When I came down stairs my cap 
be excused, and urged that I was had a new brim and I was aglow 
needed at the hospital. 'I will take with an indescribable sense of my 
no excuse,' she said; 'something good luck and improved condition. 
must be done after dinner, and it is I now felt ready to march, my feet 
necessary you sboold be here.' Her having "otten well, and I informed 
charming manner and that "some- these ladies that I would the next 
thing' fixed the matter, and I re- morning rejoin my regiment, which 
mained. Let me describe my ap- I had heard was at Bunker Hill, on 

Eearance : My cap was without any or near the Winchester turnpike, 
rim. I was wearing a shirt made and that I expected to leave very 
of bed-ticking — a streak of blue, a early in the morning, and that I had 
steak of yellow, and a streak of come to say good-bye. Hearini 
white, adorned at the collar by an this, Miss Lizzie said to me, "I ' 



inns 



not say good-bye now. You must 
come in the moruiiig' before you 
start and tell us good-bye.' I re- 
plied that I would be glad to do so, 
out that I had a long marcli before 
me and as I wanted to make the 
regiment before dark I must start 
before they were up. Miss Lizzie 
replied, 'Yon come any way. You 
will be apt to find us up. We get 
np Tory early.' I then went to the 
commissary and got a haversack 
and some hard-tack, and by day- 
break I was ready. According to 

promise I went to Mrs. N 's 

house, fearing I was too early. I 

tapped at the door and Mrs. N 

came forward and invited me in. 
I thanked her for all she had done 
for me and bid her good-bye, crest- 
fallen, however, because I did not 
see Miss Lizzie anywhere about. 
"Feeling diffident about askingfor 
her so early in the morning, I shook 

hands with Mrs. N- and started 

to go, when she remarked, 'You will 
find Lizzie in the parlor. She is 
waiting there to tell you good-bye.' 
I went at once to the parlor and 
there found Miss Lizzie. As I en- 
tered the room she came forward at 
once, and said, 'I know you will have 
a long march to-day, and have fixed 
you up a haversack to carry along. 
Leave yours here.' It flashed upon 
me that she had intended to fix up 
this haversack for me as soon as she 
learned of ray intention to start ear- 
ly in the morning, to surprise as 
well as to please me. As the haver- 
Back was handed me she gave me 
hotii hands, and we said good-bye. 
Not another word could I speak. 
With these recollections of the place 
I can eay that the tenderest and 
sweetest memories of the war linger 
around Charlestown," 

CHANCELLOKSVIL LE. 
Mr. Wm. C. Smith, of NashvUle, 



Tenn., of Company B, 12th "Virgini 
Infantry, Mahone's brigade, 
statements in reference to the bat- 
tles of the Wilderness and the Cra- 
ter, appear respectively at pages 96 
and 184 of this book, furnishes the 
following interesting statement de- 
scriptive of what transpired with a 
detachment of men doing duty at J 
Germanna Pord jnst before the bat* |^ 
tie of Chancel lorsville: 

"I think it was the latter part of 
January, 1S63, that Mahone's brig- 
ade of Virginians, and Posey's brig- 
ade of Mississippians, were remov^ 
from their respective camps near 
Fredericksburg, to a new positioQi 
near the United States Ford on Rap- 
pahannock River, about four miles 
from its continence with the Bapi- 
dan. We were in bivouac here the 
remainder of the winter, and until 
the aggressive movement of Hook- 
er's army the latter part of April, 
1863, which culminated in the bat- 
tle of Chancellors ville. About three 
weeks liefore the battle of Chancel- 
lor8\"ille a debiil of one hundred and 
twenty men, including officers, was 
made from the two brigades (Ma- 
hone's and Posey's) and placed un- 
der the command of Capt. J. E. Ty- 
ler, of Company D, of the 12th Vir- 
ginia regiment, with orders to re- 
port to Capt. CoUins, chief engineer' 
of Gen. J. E. B. Stuart's staff, ' 
Germanna Ford, on the Bapidan 
River, for the purpose of building a 
bridge across this river at that point. 
Two days afterwards the writer was 
detailed by special order, on a re- 
quisition fi-om Capt. Collins of the 
engineer corps, and directed to pro- 
ceed to Germanna Ford and report 
to that officer. On my arrival there 
I was given immediate charge of the 
construction of the bridge contem- 
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plated, which had been ordered to 
f^litate the raovemeot of Gen, J. 
B, B, Stuart's horse artillery, then 
in eamp at Culpeper Court-House, 
in anticipation of a movement of 
the Federal army against Gen. Lee.* 

"The facilities aflForded me by 
Oapt. CoUinB for the construction of 
the bridge were of the most meagre 
and primitive kind, and sevei-al 
day's delay was occasioned thereby. 
I expected him, as a matter of 
course, to ftrmish the design and 
details of construction, including 
the necessary tools, ropes, ete., and 
■waited several days for them, but 
they were not forthcoming; where- 
upon, at the suggestion of Capt. Ty- 
ler, who seem^ to appreciate the 
importance of its speedy completion, 
I made the necessary surveys of the 
site, and from these latter made the 
design and details of the bridge. 

"The work of construction was 
progressing rapidly when, on the 
morning of AprQ 28th, 1863, 1 think 
it was, we were advised that the 
enemy was crossing the Eappahan- 
nock at Ely's Ford. We gave little 
credence to the report at first, but 
at a later hour, about 10 o'clock 
A. M,, the report was confirmed by 
Lieut. Price, of the engineer oori)S, 
one of Capt. Ctollins' assistants. 

"We had commenced our opera- 
tions of building the bridge from the 
north side of the Eapldan, and 
had three spans of it completed on 
the morning referred to, though all 
the men of Capt. Tyler's detail were 
quartered in the Old Mill building 
on the south side of the river at Gt;r- 
manna. Hence, those of the detail, 
about fifty men, who were imme- 



diately engaged in the work of con- 
struction, were on the north side of 
the river, when the news reached us 
of the advance of the enemy across 
the Bappahamiock at Ely's Ford. 

"I directed the men to go at once 
to their quarters across the river for 
their arms and accoutrements, and 
to return and resume their work; 
that, if the reports of the advance 
of the enemy were true they would 
then be ready for any emergency, 

"The fli-st boat load of these fifty 
men had been at work but a few 
minutes when it became e^-ident 
that the reports heard earlier in the 
morningwere not idle rumors. Capt. 
Tyler took me into consultation with 
him as to the situation and plan of 
action. In the meantime Capt. Jaa. 
Smith, of Company E, 4l8t Virginia 
regiment, was ordered by Capt. Ty- 
ler to take ten men, and with them 
to proceed to the north side of the 
river and advance some distance on 
the Culpeper road from the north 
abutment of the bridge, and there to 
establish a picket post, so that the 
men working at the north abutment 
of the bridge would have warning 
iu the event of the approach of the 
enemy. The residue of the detail, 
about sixty men, were divided into 
three squads and posted on the 
south side of the river as follows : 

"Squad No. 1 was posted on the 
right at the ford, Capt. J. E. Tyler, 
commanding in person. Squad No. 
2, was posted on the left at the Old 
Jlill building, with an offlcer from 
the 16tb Mississippi re^ment in 
command, white squad No. 3 was 
posted in the centre, at a point di- 
rectly opposite to and commanding 



'After the battle of CbBUcellorsTltle a commlssloDed offline in the engluei^r oorpe 

petition signed by the regimental and com- in recognition of bis services at GcrmaniM 

pODy officers oC the 12th regiment, and oth- Ford, but it was nut grunted, on the ground 

er offioere of the brigade, and approved b^ tbat Virginia had recnived her quota ot ap- 

Gena. Mahone, Anderson and A. P. Hill, polntmenta to this oorpe— a well merited 

aaked the appointment ot Mr, Smith to a oomplimeDt.— O. S. B. 
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the approach to the northern ahiit- cending the hill behind ua, 

ment to the bridge, with the writer ped for a. moment or two bel'ortt 

in charge. reaching the crest of the hill, and, on 

"These details had been deter- looking over the river, I saw a Une 
mined upon and arranged only a few of battle presenting a front of nearly 
minntes before it became necessary a i»i'e in length, with Beveral pieces 
fl»r every man U) get at once to his of artiUery in batt«ry ready for ac- 
noBb. tion. In this action we lost among 

The laat boat load of the fifty men ttoae engaged on the sonth side of 
who, with their arms and accontre- the river one killed and one wound- 
ments, ha<i re-crossed to the north ed. The fifty men who returned to 
aide of the river for the purpose of tl*® north side with their arms and 
resuming their work, ha<l scarcely aecontrements to lesume work on 
reached the top of the river bank be- the bridge were aU captured. A 
fore it became necessary to deploy ^^'^ ^^^ of the respective stinads 
as a line of skirmishers and go at posted on the south bank of the 
once into action. river were also captured, among 

"Capt. James Smith, of Company ^^^^ *^'^P*- ^- Edward Tyler. 
E, of the 41st Virginia regiment, "The cavaby of the enemy fol- 
who was guarding the Culpeper lowed us very rapidly, but we man- 
road -with his ten men, heard the aged to elude them by keeping to 
firing in his rear, in the direction of the woods, and at the same time 
the bridge, and on attempting to keeping the road in view. In this 
reach the bridge came upon the rear way we retreated parallel with the 
Of a Federal line of skirniisbers. He Culpeper road until we reached the 
■was not observed by them, however, Fredericksburg and Orange Court- 
imd, quickly directing his men to fol- House plank road, about 4 o'clock 
low him, made his escape by a move- P- M- Here we concluded to halt 
ment to the right, under cover of for the night, or at least until we 
the undergrowth, some distance up could hear from Gen. Mahone. 
the river, where he was fortunate "It was nearly sunset when a oou- 
in finding a boat with which to cross rier arrived from Gen. Mahone with 
to the south side of the Eapidau, an order that a reconnoissanee be 
In the meanwhile squads Nos. 1, 2 made towards Germanua Ford, to 
and 3 on the south side had become aecertain the strength of the enemy 
engaged with the advance hue of advancing by that route. Being fa- 
akirraishers of the enemy, who lined miliar with the topography of the 
the northern bank of the river. Our country, I determined to mate this 
firing was kept up until our ammu- investigation in person, and called 
nition was well nigh exhausted, for two volunteers to accompany me. 
when, according to the previous Two young men of the detail, who 
agreement as to the plan of action, belonged to Capt. Thoe. F. Owens' 
the men were directed to retire, one company, from Norfolk, responded 
at a time, and to assemble at a cer- as volunteers for the business in 
tain point beyond the hiU in our im- baud. I regret very much that I 
mediate rear. In this way we re- cannot recall their names. They 
treated from our respective posi- were gallant and fearless, and both 
tions, and I shall never forget the were gentlemen of cultiu-e and re- 
sight presented to my view on as- finement. At sunset we were about 






starting on onr mission, when we 
saw on a hill, half a mile distant, a 
sqoad of soldiers. At first we 
thought they were Federals. Final- 
ly they were induced to come a little 
nearer, and then there was a mutual 
recognition. 

"It proved to be Capt. James 
Smith, of Company E, of the 4l8t 
Virginia regiment, with his detail of 
ten raeu, who had been Bent in the 
morning as an advauce picket to 
guard the Culpeper road beyond the 
northern abutment of the bridge we 
were eonatructiug at Germanna. 

"A short distance beyond the 
northern abutment of the bridge 
there was a small and apparently 
unimportant road branching off to 
the right from the Culpeper road, but 
Capt. Smith went some distance be- 
yond this fork in the road, with a 
view to guarding the main road at 
what was thoughttobeamoi-e impor- 
tant point, not thinking for a moment 
that the euemy would advance by 
the small roaii referred to, but, be- 
fore rea<?hing his destiuation, he 
heard firing in his rear in the direc- 
tion of the bridge, and he at once 
retraced his steps and endeavored 
to reach the bridge, when he came 
upon the rear of a heavy line of 
skirmishers of the enemy advancing 
towards the Bapidan River. See- 
ing that it would be impossible to 
reach the bridge by the road, he or- 
dered his men to be quiet and to fol- 
low him, and thus, under cover of 
the bushes and other undergrowth, 
he made his escape with his men as 
hereinbefore narrated. 

"After the mutual greetings and 
congratulations were over between 
Capt. Smith's detail and those of ns 
who had escaped from Germanna, 
with the two young men from (Jom- 
pany H, of the i:ith Virginia regi- 
ment, who had volunteered to ac- 



company me, tiie writer started on 
his scouting expedition towards Ger- 
manna, to ascertain if the enemy 
were advancing by that route in any 
considerable force. It was now 
about twilight. The writer being 
quite familiar with the country be- 
tween the Orange Court -House and 
Fredericksburg plank road, we had 
no difficulty in reaching the resi- 
dence of Mr. Dempsey, who lived at 
the distance of about half a mile 
west from Germanna, From this 
point we were guided by an old 
friend of Mr, Dempsey's by way of 
a hog path through a pine thicket to 
the open held at Germanna, over 
which we had effected our retreat 
in the morning. Here we found a 
very large body of the enemy in 
camp. Having obtained all the In- 
formation we desired, we returned 
to the residence of Mr. Dempsey, and 
from there retraced our steps to the 
point on the plank road at its junc- 
tion with the Culpeper road, from 
which we had started in the even- 
ing, reaching there about one o'clock 

A. M. 

"Gen. Mahoue's courier waa in 
waiting, and to him the information 
obtained was given. He returned 
to ns between four and five o'clock 
A. M., with an order from Gen. Ma- 
hone to fall back at once to Chan- 
ceUorsville, and in retreating to post 
a man about every half mile, with 
instructions tfl retire towards Chan- 
cellors iu from six to eight minutes. 
lu this way we retreate<l towards 
Chancellorsville, arriving there just 
as a large body of Federal cavalry 
emerged from the woods into ao 
open field on our left, immediately 
north of the Chancellor house, in 
fnll view of ns. Seeing this we 
quickened our steps to escape cap- 
ture. A moment or two afterwards, 
however, we came upon a part 
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the 12th Virginia regiment iinder 
the immediate commaud of Col. E. 
M. Feild, who was apparently con- 
dootliig a retreat. Those of tis who 
bad ee<?aped at Germanna went im- 
mediately into ranks with this part 
of the 12th Virginia, which was be- 
ing very Bkillfully handled. 

"The skill displayal by Col. Feild 
la oondncting the i-etreat from the 
Chancellor houso until we overtiOok 
the brigade, impressed me most fa- 
vorably with the ability of that gal- 
lant ofBeer." 

THE BATTLE OF THE WILDER- 
NESS. 

Col. Thoma.s W. Smith, of Suffolk, 
Va., who was wonnded at the battle 
of Spotsylvania Court-House, in his 
letter from which an extract has al- 
ready been biken, referring to the 
lamented Ben May, says; 

"I would like to tell you aU I 
know of poor Ben May, We lay in 
a tobacco barn in Spotsylvania coun- 
ty, which was turned into a hospital, 
and we were within a few inches of 
each other. The night he died he 
said to me, 'Tom, I shall die to- 
night,' I tried to cheer him up and 
said, 'Beu, old fellow, we wiU live 
to fi^ht again,' 'No,' he replied, 
'I'm going to tell you good-bye for, 
I think, the last time," and with a 
sweet, kind 'good-night' we both 
went to sleep under an opiate the 
sai^eon was giving the wounded. 
The next morning my friend, Ben 
Hay, the gallant color-bearer, was 



Professor Richard W. Jones, who 
was major of the 12th Va. Infantry, 
Mahone's brigade, writing to Mr, 
John E. Turner, of Petersburg, Va., 



from the Universitj' of Mississippi, ] 
nnderdateof July 16, 1892, says: 

"I recall very vividly most of the 
events related by yourself. Gen, Sor- 
rel and others, as given in your ad- 
dress before the A. P. Hill Camp of 
Confedei-ate Veterans. I need not 
reiterate these, but mention only a 
few things not recited by yon: 

"I commanded Company I in that 
battle, and was next to the 41st reg- 
iment, I think. While we were 
charging and driving the enemy in 
that deeply tangled woods, through 
the blinding smoke of the burning 
leaves and undergrowth, Private 
James J. Taylor, of my company, 
was struck about the centre of the 
forehead by a minuie ball. He con- 
tinued to go forward and use his ri- 
fie until we halted near the plank ^ 
road. Then turning to me he call- 
ed my attention to the wound he 
had received. The poor fellow did 
not know how serious it was. I was 
astonished. The ball had penetrat- 
ed the skull just far enough for the 
posterior end of it t« be on a line 
with the skin of the forehead; in 
other words, the minnie ball had 
penetrated its length. I told him 
the ball had entei-ed and that the 
wound was extremely dangerous, 
and directed him to go to the rear. 
He said he did not need any one to 
go with him, and seemed to be uncon- 
cerned about it. He asked me to , 
extract the ball, I told him I pre- 
ferred that the surgeon do that. Af- 
ter he reached the field hospital and ' 
the ball was removed, he became , 
delirious and died in a few days. 

"One of the most pathetic scenes 1 
of the whole war occurred in the 1 
Wilderness after we had made that 
splendid and successful charge and 
some of oui- bravest boys had fallen. 
It was their burial. The dead were 
brought to one place. I remember 



now liow John Mingea looked. They see the colors of the regiment on his 
were wrapped in army blankets, a left. I did not see the plank road an- 
trench was dug hastily with bayo- til we were within a few feet of it." 

nets, the bodies were disposed as 

well as possible in the shallow 

trench. Dr. (now Bishop) J. C. Gran- THE DEFENSE OF PETERSBXTBG 
bery read from a little testament in Capt. Joseph A. Rogera, who com- 
the moat solemn and impressive „„„,i„i„ „ „riv.« „-,„^.,„j..„ ;„ *_ 
, . , rTi manded one of the companies in Ar- 

manner a burial service, and then , , , ,. - ■ ^ 
we covered the lifeless forms of our cher's battalion, in the famous action 
honored and loved comrades with of the 9th of June, 1864, in a letter 
the earth, using our hands for hoes to his grandsons. Masters Reinhold 
and shovels. Many a soldier's eye and Floyd Rogers, sons of Capt. Geo. 
moistened with tears as he looked j. Rogers, of Eichmond.Va., written 
for the last time on those motionless » i „ V. 

bodies and then upon the long mound J™^ '- 1892, from Macon, Ga., af- 
under which they lay. It is true: ter giving them a very interesting 
'the bi-avest are the tenderest.' account of the battle, closes in the 

"When we started on that charge following timely words, conveying a 
we were commanded to swing round noble and beautiful tribute to the 
to the noi-th, and in doing so we ^j confederates and to the brave 
were ordered to 'dress to the left.' ^ , .^ ..-,. ^ ,-, ,■ 

The guide was left as I remember it. ™e° ^^^ ™et them on the helds of 
In your account of this battle yon battle : 

say: 'Our color-bearer, in the ex- "I have written you boys this be- 
citoment of the moment, failed to cause I want to tell you that the 
observe that the other regiments of men who fought and the men who 
of the brigade had halted at the died in defence of home and coon- 
plank road. We became detached try in our war were as true patriots 
and passed over the road forty or fifty as ever laid down their lives for 
yards before halting.' Imightmake home and country in any war. It 
similar quotations from the written jn now over, aud we are all one peo- 
accouuts of others. The point is pie, and I have uo malice to the 
this: I think two companies next brave men who opposed us on many 
to the 41st regiment kept their battle-fields, but let my boys remem- 
aligmnent witJi the brigade to their ber, and remember always, that it 
left, and the division occurred with- was numbers, resources, that over- 
in our own regiment. I do not re- came us, not superior valor. No 
member with certainty just where braver, truer men, ever drew sword 
it occurred, but am certain that a than our Confederates. Honor their 
part of our regiment did not pass memory, strew flowers on their last 
over the plank road.* resting place, and encourage our 

"I do not know, however, that girls and women to do this to keep 
thisisafactworthpreserving.andyet alive their memory to the end of 
itisafact. The brush was so thick I time. I am an old man now, 76 
doubt whether our color-bearer could years old. I have enjoyed writing 

— — to you to day; it brings back old 

'ThiB statement agrees wlli that of Col. n,eniori««, aud, though there is Bome 

Jos. r. Mlnetree of the 4l8t Vft, roglmont. , '.,, ,', ., » , 

See note page 104. Badness with it, there are pleasores 



lie greatest pleasure of mem- 
1 age is of duty faithfully 
med." 

: BATTLK OF THE CEATEK. 
. Whit Smith, of Americus, 
a., who waa a sergeant of the Otey 
, writing from that place ou 
Sie i6th day of August, 1892, says: 
"Some weeks before the battle of 
I &e Crater a detachment from the 
POtey battery (whose uamee are cor- 
*iy gi^en in Mr, Flouruoy'sstate- 
jnt), and one from Dickinson's 
nttery, numbering in all thirteen 
m, nnder command of Lieutenant 
wk Langhorne, were detailed to 
kke charge of three six-ineh mortars 
i in the rear of those guns of 
the Otey battery nearest the Crater. 
Lieut. Langhorne having returned to 
his old section of the Ot«y battery, at 
the time of the battle I was in charge 
of the three mortars. We knew 
that the enemy was mining, and had 
arraogod onr platforms so that we 
could bring our pieces to bear ou 
various points on oui- line where the 
explosion might probably take place. 
This was fortunate; for thereby we 
were enabled to flre rapidly and ac- 
curately, with little exposure, from 
the time of the explosion nutU about 
one o'clock, when we ceased firing, 
as I had orders to reserve ten rounds 
for each mortar, to be used only in 
case of a charge on onr lines. 

"The explosion of the mine, which 
took place before sum-ise, was most 
terrific, causing the earth and our 
bomb-proofs to heave and stagger, 
aroQsing us instantly from sleep. 
We immediately opened fire, and 
continued firing until our shells were 
reduced to ten to each gun. As 
soon as we ceased filing an orderly 
from the commanding otBcer in our 
front came, ordering oa to continue 



firing, as it was most effective; and 
ou my not doing so a second orderly 
came, to whom 1 explained our lack 
of ammunition and ray orders to re- 
serve the nnmber of rounds we had. 

"That the fire was accurate and 
effective is shown by the testimony 
of Lieut. Bowley, United States ar- 
my, who was in the Crater. He 
says : 'A mortar battery also open- 
ed on US; after a few shots they got 
our range so well that the shells 
fell directly among us. Many of 
them did not explode at all, but a 
few burst directly over us and cut 
the men down most cruelly. Many 
of our troops now attempted to make 
our lines, but to leave they had to 
run up a slope in full view of the 
enemy, and nearly every man who 
attempted it fell back riddled with 
bullets.' 

"The only man from Dickinson's 
battery whose name I remember waa 

, a big raw-boned farmer, in 

whose hands I put a musket, and, 
placing him in the covered ditch 
near us, caused him to stop the many 
who, in the first consternation of the 
explosion, sought retreat through it 
to the rear. All our men did their 
whole duty, those from the Dickin- 
son as well as the Otey battery; and 
whilst there were many 'close calls' 
not one of ua was wounded. The 
bravest sight I witnessed that day 
was an infantry private coming alone 
over the field to join his company on 
the lines through a fire in which it 
seemed a sparrow could not live, 

"We remained at that point many 
months in charge of the mortars, 
afterwards having two nine -inch 
guns added; and we were so well 
thought of after the battle of the 
Crater, that no matter what requisi- 
tion we made for building material 
for our fortifications it was most 
promptly famished." 
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Judge Horace H. Burbaok, of Sa- 
to, Maine, who was captain of Com- 
paiiy K, 32iid Maine Volunteers, 2nd 
brigade, 2nd division, 9th army 
corps, and was captured at the Cra- 
ter, writing under date of October 
7, 1892, says: 

"Referring to our conversation ou 
the ears, I write that I find only 
this in my diary relating to the oc- 
cnrrence of July 30, 1864: 

" 'July 30, 1864: This morning 
the fort in our front was blown up, 
and a charge made by the 9th corps. 
About 900 prisoners were taken and 
77 officers, myself among the num- 
ber. The affair of to-day is a shame- 
ful failure.'" 

Mr. John E. Crow, of Wilming- 
ton, N. C, who was a member of the 
Petersburg Riflemen, an exti-act from 
whose letter about the Marj'land 
campaign appears ou page 303, of this 
book, in a. private letter written 
from that place, dated October 7, 
1832, acknowledging the receipt of a. 
copy of a pamphlet containing the 
advance sheets of this book relating 
to the battle of the Crater, gives the 
following graphic account of his ex- 
periences in the battle: 

"There is no battle of the war so 
deeply impressed upon my memory 
as the 'Crater,' notwithstanding I 
was with my regiment at Seven 
Pines, through the Chickahominy, 
the second battle of Manassas, into 
Maryland to Crampton's (lap, where 
you were severely wounded and taken 
prisoner. I was bare-footed at 
Crampton's Gap and had my feet 
80 cnt to pieces that I was unable to 
do duty at Sharpsburg; indeed, I 
had to be carried to Chariest own 
hospital in an ambulance. Well, to 



make a long story short, I was ctin- 
stautly Mith my regiment np to Bur- 
gess' Mill, with the exception of a 
winter detail at HamU ton's Crossing. 

"By the bye, I am specially proud 
of that detail &om the fact that oor 
magnificently gallant colonel, Ool. 
Everard M. Feild, sent for me to 
come to his tent. He said to me: 
'Gen. Lee has issued an order for a 
detail of two men to do provost dnty 
at Hamilton's Crossing. It is light 
duty, and it is his wish that the de- 
tail be given to two men who have 
been with their commands through 
all the campaigns.' Col. Feild kind- 
ly detailed me aa one of these two 
men, and with me a man from the 
'Old Grays,' whose name I have for- 
gotten. I may eay that with these 
exceptions I was constantly with my 
regiment, from Seven Pines to Bur- 
gess' Mill. Yet the battle of the 
'Crater,' after all these yeai-s, stands 
more deeply and indelibly impressed 
upon my memory than any other of 
the war. 

"I recollect that at this time the 
army in the trenches was divided 
into three i-eliefs, and did guard dn- 
ty every night. I was sleeping with 
Meade Bernaid — bless his soul! — 
and bad just come off duty when we 
were ordered into line. I remember 
the immense column of dust, smoke 
and dehi-ui, as it rose gigantically in 
the early morning, between day- 
break and sunrise, with the east for 
a background, I remember well the 
conversation between Capt. Wm. 
Norborne Starke and Meade Ber- 
nard, mentioned in the latter's state- 
ment, and I noticed the earnestness 
ofea«h. While they were moving 
along talking a solid shot, the only 
one I saw in motion during the war, 
came rolling (nearly spent) towards 
me, and I was about to put out my 
foot to stop it, when one of these g! 
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tlemen hallooed to me, "Get ont the 
way! It will break your leg!' When 
Meade rejoiued the line he told me 
that Capt. Starke said that there 
was some desperate work ahead; that 
fifteen stands of Federal colors had 
been counted iu our Hue then occu- 
pied by the enemy. 

"I remember well the shot that 

Iplnnged into Hannou's pond as we 
passed along by thepond. I remem- 
ber our emerging into the open 
field up the ravine. I did not see 
Gen. Mahone, but it was passed up 
the line that he was near, and that 
one of the boys said, 'General, no 
prisoners to-day, but the blaekdag.' 
I remember a little mortar, which I 
have since been told, perhaps erro- 
neously, belonged to Miller's North 
Carolina battery. You will remem- 
ber my water -drinking propensity. 
Well, I was very thirsty, and asked 

kthe men at the mortar for 'a drink.' 
One of them handed me an old eai-th- 
en jug with a cotton-twine string 
tied around the neck, the handle 
having been broken oft'. There was 
» oomradeship and a heartiness with 
that drink of water I shall never for- 

Ki. I said, 'Boys, this may be the 
t drink of water I will ever take, 
3t I have made up my mind never 
» tarn back, as a volley from that 
crowd of Yankees in the rear will be 
certain deaihj 

"You will remember that we made 
t2iat charge with the 41st on our 
Tight, with a gap between the regi- 
nients. When the line was formed 
there was no time for countermarch- 
ing, for I have a very \ivid recol- 
bction that the Federals were form- 
rapidly for a charge; and it 
ronld have been impossible for us 
I resist the mojiieiUum of such a 
meodons force down the hiU in 
position. I think every man 
t this terrible crisis, and that what 



was to be done mud be done quieMy. 
It was said at the time tliat Capt. Gi- 
rardey, that gallant Georgian, voiced 
this impulse by the command to 
'forward!' and I believe it. I have 
always believed, too, that there was 
a spontaneous impulse felt by every 
man and officer alike, and that the 
command was given by several at 
the same moment; for, under the in- 
spii-ation of this impulse, the entire 
line rose as one man. I cast my 
eyes np the line and it was like a 
dress parade, I was a sergeant at 
the time, and my position was in 
rear on the left of my company, and, 
the left being in front, I was thrown 
next the 41st. Having made up my 
miud that it was safer to go on to 
the works than tfl halt, or be forced 
back, should such a catastrophe hap- 
pen, at the command to forward, I 
rushed through the gap l)etween the 
12th and 41st regiments to the front, 
and well remember the splendid line 
of advance. This move threw me 
more with the 41st, among whom I 
did most of my fighting that day, 
Put Stith being the only man of our 
command I recollect seeing until we 
reached the main line of works, of 
whom more later. 

■'When we were half way up the 
hill a negro soldier rested his gun 
upon the shoulder of a Federal offi- 
cer and fired. The ball whistled 
near my head, and, although our or- 
ders were to fix bayonets and not to 
fire until we reached the works, I 
i-eturned this shot. Two other shots 
werefired,andthenegrofelI. Mygun 
wasnowempty, and, as I approached 
one of the traverses, I saw a white 
Federal soldier half-bent with a min- 
nie rlfie cocked . He was standing at 
a 'ready,' and I was expecting every 
second he would put his gun to hie 
shouldoTand fire at me, I being slight- 
ly in advance of our line. I could 
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see the great 'hat-cap' on the nipple left, and my recollection is that he 
of his rifle glistening in the sun. I told me that Jake Old was the man 
felt I was doomed, bat never took who oame to his rescue. Pat was 
my eyes off the man who held the wounded just about this time in the 
rifle. When I reached the traverse shonlder. The time we congratn- 
I came to a 'charge bayonet' on him, lated each other on getting safely 
and ordered him to surrender. I through the charge was before — and 
was above him and had him at my just before — the fight with the ne- 
mercy. He was badly demoralized, gro. Put then went to the rear, 
and seemed to expect 'no qnart«r.' We had not then reached the main 
He said: 'What are you going to trench, but were fighting in squads 
dowithmet' Isaid, 'Gototherear.' up the ditches. I got with a young 
He replied, 'It will be certain death and splendidly gallant soldier boy 
to go over that field.' I said, 'I have from the 41st, and we were making 
just come over it.' Finding him our way as best we could to the 
loth to move, and, fearing he would main trench, he on my right, I 
shoot me from the rear if I moved never knew his name. He called 
forward, 1 reached down with my me 'Twelfth' and I called him 'For- 
left hand and caught him in the col- ty-flrst.' He saw a stand of colors 
lar, and, holding my gun midway in front in the main trench and was 
with the right, the bayonet at bis pushing towards it. At this point 
breast, I jerked him up, gave him a I came to one of those 'mortar 
kick and sent him to the rear, I proofs' which went into the ground, 
took his gun and fired it into the At the entrance was a Federal officer, 
enemy in front, threw it down and and I always believed he was the 
re-took my own, still unloaded. Just same man on whom the negro rested 
at this moment Put Btith, whom I his gun, 1 came to a charge and 
did not see before, was alxive me on ordered him to HUrrender, with my 
the traverse (I was in the ditch), fir- bayonet at his breast. He was very 
ing down upon the negro soldiers on reluctant to give me his sword. He 
the other side, who were falling back said he was willing to surrender, bnt 
to load. That big, black burly ne- desired to surrender to a commifl- 
gro, of whom Put speaks in his state- sioned officer. He was evidenlly 
meut, came from that side, and made afraid of 'no quarter,' and wished 
an attack upon me with his bayonet, the better protection of a comrois- 
which I parried, but which tore sioned officer, I said, 'Give me that 
open my pante just above the left sword, or I'll run this bayonet 
knee. Put struck him over the through yon,' He gave me the 
head with his musket clubbed, and sword and I buckled it around my 
felled him to his knees. He recov- waist. 

ered and started to the rear in our "In this bomb-proof were, I think, 
lines, and was fired at twice on the fourteen negro soldiers. Capt. Cox, 
run, but was not hit, or at least did of the 41st, was immediately by my 
not fall, for I watehed him. Put side, with sword drawn and the 
atith, I had felt sure, fired one of devil in him. He was infuriated 
these shots, until I read his state- at the idea of fighting negroes, and 
ment, in which he says his gun was would have run the first one he en- 
empty when he reached our works, countered through had he not fallen 
"Meade Bernard went in on our on his knees and b^ged for hiB "* 
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saying, 'MasterlMasterlpleasetloii't 
kill me! I'll be your ni^er!' We 
marched these negi'oes out and sent 
tbem to the rear, aloug with the 
limtenant above referred to. 

"It was here I got the Spencer 
riile which I have now, and the like 
of which I had never seen then. I 
Boon found out how it worked, and, 
finding the magazine full with the 
exception of one load, I threw down 
my gnn and nsed the Spencer till I 
got to the main trench, when, some 
time after we bad been in possession 
of the works, I again fell in with 
the 41st boy, whose death just at 
this juncture shocked me greatly at 
time and has always been a dia- 
8 to me. We had been keeping 
!lp a fire on the Federals from the 
[laiapets of the main trench wher- 
iver we would see them, and, when- 
iver one would attempt to run back 
to the enemy's liue, this boy would 
Bp up and fire from the parapet 
id then jump down again, and I 
&ie same. When the order came 
lown the line from the right to get 
31 the loaded guns we could, and to 
oed up all our own, and, when 
krondera gave the 'yeU, ' to fire to the 
■i^ht oblique and "to keep their 
leada down," this brave boy fired 
nd remarked, 'I killed that d — d 
fankeel I saw him fall!' At that 
tnstant a ball struck him in the fore- 
" and he fell couvulaed in death 
my arms. 

"That same day iu the trenches, 
things got quiet, I presented 
Ihe Bword I got from the Federal 
Officer to a young lieutenant, of Com- 
^^ ly D, I think, and the impresaiou 
Kpon my mind is that he was an of- 
ir recently commissioaed or pro- 
iOt«d, and that he was a handsome 
ad a modest young man. I have 
BM^tten his name. It may be that 
ID can place him for me. 



"There was that day fired at us a 
missile we had never heard the 
sound of before, and it was said then 
that the enemy was short of ammu- 
nition and wei-e shooting ramrods 
at us. 

"Do you recollect this circum- 
stancel I have not seen for a long 
time any of the 'boys,' and these are 
my recollections, unrefreahed by any 
conversation except one with Meade 
Bernard about a year ago, when he 
was here, and which I enjoyed be- 
yond expreaaiou." 

Since a part of this Appendix has 
been in the hands of the printer, 
Mr. F. Perry Lockwood, a citizen of 
Petersburg, Va., has placed in my 
hands copies of the Petersburg Jix- 
press, pubhshed during the week 
succeeding the battle of the Crater, 
and from these the subjoined ex~ 
tracts are taken. The statements 
made in these extracts contain some 
manifest eiTOra, but it is deemed 
beat to reproduce them for what 
they are worth, as the practically 
contemporaneous accounts of the 
battle of the Crater, written by a 
person, or by persons, near thescene 
of action. 

The Ej-press of Monday, August 
1st, 1864, in its editorial column, giv- 
ing the news from the front, says : 

"As soon as the nature of the dis- 
aster was known, Creu. Hill dispatch- 
ed a courier to Gen. Mahone's head- 
quarters, and that vigilant officer 
moved off immediately at the head 
of his own brigade, with instructions 
for Saunders' (Ala.) brigade and 
Wright's (Ga.) to follow. 

"Arriving upon the ground Gen. 
Mahone found twelve of the enemy's 
flags waving upon the ramparts of 
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that portion of our line carried by edge of this great basin ooi men 
the explosion, and the whole vicin- closed in and fought hand to hand. 
ity swarming with white and black Tliia was done chiefly by Mahone's 
Yankee troops. old brigade, and SaanderB' Alaba- 

"Getting his troops into position, °^'^ oieu. Here the slaughter was 
Gen. Mahone ordered his brigade to terrific, and here, too, many a gal- 
retake a portion of hia works, and lant Confederate fell to nae no more. 
instructed Wright's brigade to come ^^ ^° evidence of the desperate na- 
up in such position as would insure '"T® °' ^^^ contest around and in 
the re-capture of the remaining por- '^'^ chasm, we would state that Gen. 
tion. Under the command of Col. Saunders' men, after removing a 
Weisiger, acting brigadier, Ma- large number of wounded, buned in 
hone's brigade formed into line, and the hole on Saturday night, fifty-five 
were about to move up when the iinkee ne^ro troops, and 178 of 
enemy sallied out and made a "^^ whites. 

charge. The Confederates reserved In this account of the events of 
their fire until they could 'see the ^-^^ preceding Saturday, the editor 
whites of the enemy s eyes, when 
they poured into them such a storm ^"-S^ ■ 

of bullets that the enemy recoiled "The enemy opened a severe fire 
and fell back in confusion. A on the city with his siege guns sim- 
charge was now ordered, and Wei- ultaneously with the explosion, and 
siger's men dashed forward with a for two hours hia shell fairly rained 
yell, driving the enemy up to and upon our streets, Thanks to a kind 
over the breastworks. On tne works Providence, but one accident occur- 
our men halted and delivered a red, and that was the loss of a 6n- 
plunging tire, which proved so de- ger by the chief engineer of onr fire 
structive that the enemy were never department, Mr. Robert Green. It 
again rallied on this portion of the was cut off by the fragment of a 
line, but left our men in undisturbed shell. The few houses burned were 
possession. small wooden buildings, very old, 

"In the meantime Wright's brig- and of but little value." 
ade, commanded by Col. Hall, in- in the Express of Tuesday, Au- 
stead of coming directly up, by some ^ g^j igg^ ^^^ g^jj ^^ 
means deployed and came around, ,, i j-. ■ ■ . ,i 

and thus 4iled to re-take that por- ^^^ '^^'^^1 editorial summary of the 
tion of the line assigned to them. o&vis "From the Front," says : 

"At a later hour Wilcox's old brig- "During Sunday night there was 
ade, now ably commanded by the but little picket firing, the enemy 
young and intrepid Saunders, came seeming disposed after their heavy 
gallantly up to their work, and by a losses on Saturday, to enjoy a little 
charge drove the enemy from the rest, to which our forces offered no 
remaining portion of the works, and serious opposition. 
thus enabled us to re-establish our "The flag of truce sent in Sunday, 
lines, precisely as they were before as we expected and stated yeater- 
the explosion. day, was to ask the privilege of bu- 

"The enemy finding escape im- rying their dead. The request was 
possible rushed for safety into the granted, and yesterday morning 
immense hole or chasm made by from 5 to 9 o'clock, there was a cea- 
thetr explosion, and around the aation of hostilities. The esei 
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went actively to work, as there was 
a heavy job before him, and by 
loeans of a very large force succeed- 
ed in placing under the sod seven 
bondred of their dead which had 
fallen between our intreuehments 
and his own. But few of our dead 
were found iu this locahty — not over 
twelve in aU. 

"We have now positive evidence 
that the eQemj's sapping and min- 
ing experiment has cost bim most 
dearly. One of our generals, who 
htis all of the means of tLscertainiug:, 
estimated the Yankee loss yester- 
day, at an early hour, to be all of 
4,000. At a later hour, and pend- 
ing the flag of truce, one of Burn- 
doe's aids stated to a Confederate 
captain, that their losses had not 
been definitely ascertained, but 
would certainly range between 4,000 
and 5,000. 

"We omitted yesterday, in our 
account of the fight of Saturday, to 
state that Gen. Elliott's South Caro- 
lina brigade occupied a prominent 
Ksition on the line, and suffered 
ftvily in officers and men. This 
' brigade was on either side of Pe- 

f ram's battery, for its support, and 
ve companies of the 18th and the 
ame number of companies of the 
12nd, were involved in the wreck 
1 by the explosion. Many of 
1 men are known to have been 
_ _ up, or buried in the general 
reck. The 17th South Carolina, 
kched to this brigade; lost forty- 
Kaiffht wounded and 25 killed, and it 
kIb oelieved that many were taken 
jtrisoners. Three companies in the 
J7th, and the whole of the 25th 
Touth Caroliua, the two command- 
by Col. Smith, participated in 
he onarge with Mahone's old brig- 
' I, which occurred at 8 o'clock." 
In the foregoing, as in some of 



the following paragraphs, there are 
errors of statement, but it is never- 
thelesB best to reproduce them for 
what they are worth, as the state- 
ments of the press about the time 
of the occurrence. Proceeding, the 
editor of the Express, in this state- 
ment, says : 

"At a later hour of the day, about 
2 p. M., the whole of the 17th South 
Carolina participated with Saun- 
ders' brigade in the charge which 
wrested ftom the enemy the remain- 
ing portion of the works which the 
enemy had taken from us. 

"The 22nd and 23rd South Caro- 
lina regiments, of Elliott's brigade, 
occupied a position to the right of 
Pegram's battery, and although 
much stunned by the explosion held 
their ground manfully, never yield- 
ing an inch during the day. 

"Col. Fleming, of the 22nd, who 
has not been heard from since the 
explosion, is supposed to have been 
blown up, although hopes are en- 
tertained that he is a prisoner in the 
enemy's hands. The command of 
the 22nd and the 23rd devolved up- 
on Capt. Shedd, who, by his cool- 
ness and intrepidity, inspired his 
men and most nobly did they emu- 
late the example of their com- 
mander. 

"Other troops — a portion of Wise's 
brigade, all of Gen. Matt. ,W. Ran- 
som's and Cliugmau's brigade, par- 
ticipated during the day, and we 
hear the conduct of all highly 
spoken of," 

In the Express of Wednesday, 
August 3rd, 1864, Lieut-Col. Hall, 
who commanded the Georgia brig- 
ade in the action, published the fol- 
lowing card : 
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" [Communicated.] 
"WRIGHT'S GEOKGIA BRIG- 
ADE. 

" Headq'rs Wright's Brigade, ) 
August 2nd, 1864. j 
"Editors Petersburg Express -■ 

"Sir — In your editorial colunm of 
August 1st, 1864, giving an account 
of the engagement of July 30th, 
there are some erroneous state- 
ments about the action of Wright's 
brigade that I desire to correct. 

"You state that Gen. Mahone, 
getting bis troops in position, or- 
dered iiis brigade to retake a por- 
tion of the works, and instructed 
Wright's brigade to come up io such 
a position as would ensure the re- 
capture of the remaining portion. 
No such instructions were given. 
When Mahone's brigade charged 
only one regiment and a half of 
Wright's brigade had emerged from 
the covered way leading to the bat- 
tle-field. They were or dared by 
Capt. Girardey, Mahone's assistant 
adjutant general, to charge with the 
right of Mahone's brigade, which 
they did gallantly. You state in 
the meantime, that Wright's brig- 
ade, commanded by Col. Hall, in- 
stead of coming directly up, by some 
means deployed and came around, 
and thus failed to retake that por- 
tion of the line assigned them. This 
statement is incorrect and without 
foundation. That portion of the 
brigade that did not go in with Ma- 
bone's was moving up rapidly, form- 
ed in line, and charged the works 
on the right of Mahone's brigade. 
They made a gallant charge, and 
the list of casualties, amounting to 
two hundred and thirty-one, is suffi- 
cient evidence of the murderous fire 
to which they were exposed. 

"Wright's brigade was as well re- 
presented on the edge of the im- 
mense hole, caused by the explo- 
sion, as any brigade on the hue. 



One of Wright's regiments pl^ 
their colors on the ed^e of tha.i 
mense hole, and remained there 
til the last Yankee had been dig 
ed of and they ordered away. 

"M. R. Hali., 
"Lieut.-Col. Comd'g Brigad.* 

Mr. John E. Laughton, 3m 
Richmond, Ya., first lieutenaia 
Company D, 12th Virginia regie: 
who commanded the detachm^ 
sharpshooters from the 12th 
ment in the charge at the Ch 
under date of October 15th, 
writes as follows : 

"I wish you to amend the » 
ment made by me which apj 
at page 185 of "War Talks of 
federate Veterans" by adding* 
I distinctly remember that a * 
number of Wright's brigade Jf 
the charge along with oar btiJi 
and were immediately on the X 
of the battalion of sharpshootai 

In the Express of Thursday, 
gust 4th, 1864, Capt. White, 
commanded the 23rd South Ca 
na regiment, publishes the fol 
ing card : 

"[Communicated.] 
"THE FIGHT OF SATUBD- 
"Confederate States Hospital, i 
August 2, 1864, J 
"Messrs. Editors: 

"Gentlemen: In your issue of I 
morning, mentioning the posit 
occupied by Elliott's brigade, I 
tice you state that the 22nd and 2 
regiments. South Carolina Vol 
teers, occnpied the right of 
gram's batteiy. This is au erro 
part. There were but two con: 
nies of the '22ud regiment on 
right, with the 23rd regiment. ' 
23rd regiment was commanded 
myself, and not Capt. Shedd, ni 
time I was obUged to leave t' 
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in oonBequence of my having re- 
ceived a wound. You will pardon 
me for treepasBing on your time, 
but you wiU do me and the com- 
mand a great favor by correcting 
the same; for both the command 
and myself feel a little sensitivo in 
regard to the matter. 

"My regiment suffered very se- 
verely, being subjected to a galling 
fire from the front and flank. I am 
proud to say that my regiment act- 
ed with great coolness, aod evinced 
a determination to die at their post 
sooner than yield one inch. About 
10 o'clock, while passing along the 
line, conversing with my men and 
giving directions, I received a se- 
vere flesh wound through the shoul- 
der. I did not leave the field until 
compelled to do so by the contin- 
ued loss of blood. 

"Very respectfully, 

"Tour obedient servant, 
"E. E. White, 
"Capt. Comd'g 23rd Reg't S. C. V., 

on the 30th July." 

A DARING EXPEDITION. 
Mr. John W. H. Porter, of Ports- 
month, Va,, in his valuable work, 
"History of Norfolk County, Va., 
1861-'65," in the chapter entitled 
"In the Navy— Norfolk," in that 
part of the chapter giving a sketch 
of Lieut. W. H. Ward, describes the 
expedition which is the subject of 
the address of Mr. Freeman W. 
Jones, as follows : 

"He tLieut. W. H. Ward) was 
cond in command of a boat expe- 
dition which left Drury's Bluff, Feb- 
mary 10th,* 1865, to destroy, with 
torpedoes, the Federal irou-clnda at 
City Point, and which failed on ac- 




*It will be Qoted thitt Ur. Jones 
I date ae Febniiuy 3, 1865, which 
Irom his diarj. 
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count of the treachery of one of the 
officers of the expedition. The cir- 
cumstances of this aS^air are some- 
what peculiar, and are detailed in 
an article by Master W. F. Sbippey, 
of the Confederate States navy, in 
Vol. XII, page 416, of the Southern 
Historical Society Papers. It seems 
that after the failure of Commodore 
Mitchell's squadron at Richmond 
to engage and destroy the Federal 
iron-clads at City Point a boat ex- 
pedition left Drury's Bluff to accom- 
plish that object by means of torpe- 
does. The expedition numbered 
101 officers and men, and was under 
command of Lieutenant C. Vt'. Head, 
of the navy, with Lieutenant W. H. 
Ward second in command. The ex- 
pedition had several boats, mount- 
ed on wheels and drawn by mules. 
It was also supplied with long 
booms with arrangements at the 
ends for fastening torpedoes, The 
plan was to move at a distance 
around the left of Grant's army, 
then in front of Petersburg, and 
reach tlie -Tames River in Surry 
county or Prince George and re- 
main concealed on the shore until 
an opportunity might present itself 
of capturing one or more tugs pass- 
ing up or down the ilver ; then to 
fit the torpedo booms on them, as- 
cend the river to City Point and 
sink the Federal iron-clads anchored 
there. The expeditiou left Drury's 
Bluff on the 10th of February, 1865, 
and Lieut. Lewis was sent ahead as 
a scout to reconnoiter. He was to 
rejoin the party at a ford of the 
Blackwater River and pilot them 
from there to the James River. 
Lewis is said to have been a North- 
ern man, and was at Norfolk at the 
beginning of the war. He enlisted 
in the Confederate army and served 
faithfully with his company until 
June 29th, 186J, when lie was ap- 
pointed a heutenant in the volun- 
teer navy, and enjoyed the 
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dence of his brother officers. Every- the last days of the Confederacy: 
thing went well with the expedition "When the office of ensi^ was 
for the first three days. Grant's abolished by an act of the Confede- 
army was successfully turned with- rate States congress, all ensigns 
out discovery, and on the afternoon were given a sixty days* furlough, 
of the third day, when near the with liberty at its expiration' to join 
ford of the Blackwater, the party any branch of the service they might 
sought temporary shelter from a se- select. Having been ensign of the 
vere storm of rain and sleet. While 12th Virginia regiment, on the 2nd 
engaged in drying their clothing a day of April, 1865, I was at my 
young Confederate soldier made his home in the city of Petersburg un- 
appearance and informed them that der a furlough of this kind, and, 
he had just escaped from the Fede- hearing the firing, I determined to 
ral lines, where he had been as a go out to the lines, and went to that 
prisoner of war, that Lewis had de- part of them near Fort Mahone, my 
serted to the enemy and betrayed own command being then on the 
the expedition, and was then at the north side of the Appomattox. 
Blackwater ford with a regiment of <t^T, t 1. l l l-l. i- xi. 
infantry, lying in ambush, waiting ^ ^^f L^^^ °^* to the lines the 
for their approach, and that just b^ ®?®""y ^'^ **,1^«'^ Fort Mahone and 
fore he succeeded in making his es- f^^o a part of our main hne about 
cape he overheard Lewis and the *^f, Jerusalem plank road. In a 
Federal commander talking the mat- ^i"'f ^^j^® "j® ™a^° ^°^^^ ^ef« Je- 
ter over. Lieut. Bead halted his captured and there was a caU for 
command where it was, and went volunteers to re-take Fort Mahone, 
forward alone to examine the river. *°/} ^ ^^^ fool enough to offer my- 
and rejoined his men the next day, ««",»« °^® of these. A charge was 




The party succeeded in getting back ,. , , . . 1 i_ - 
to Drary's bluff with whole skins fo'"® ^'^^ between nine o clock m 
but disappointed hopes. Several *^? morning and midday, and after 
bodies o? Federal cavalry were «»8 everything seemed quiet ex- 
scouring the country in search of ''^P^ ?°^^ cannonading around on 
them, but Lieut. Read succeeded in °^^' "^'^*- 

eluding them." "About four or five o'clock in the 

afternoon I went into town, and on 

LAST DAYS OF LEE AND HIS W ^%^ ""y father's place of re^ 
PAT A'HT'WQ idence I met some ladies who told 

Ir AJjAJJi^o. j^q ^]^q^ j^ ^j^g understood that the 

Mr. Allen W. Magee, of Clarks- ^'^^y was to be evacuated that night, 

ville, Va., who was ensign of the '^^'''^ ^^ ^tf? unexpected news to 
J«i.i_\r- • • ' L Ar 1. , ^®» fl-s everything seemed to be go- 

12th Virginia regiment of Mahone s {^cr on well at the part of the lines 

brigade from May, 1864, until the I had left. I soon found, however, 
office was abolished in the early that this information was correct, 
part of 1865, in a private letter to went home and provided myself with 
TkTT \r r\ ' 1 M-n L i. ratious for the trip with the army. 

Mr. James M.Quicke, of Petersburg, j ^^^ ^^^y information from Col. 

Va., gives the following interesting Cutts, of the artillery, whose head- 
narrative of his experiences during quarters were in my father's yaid. 
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and who told me confidentially that our party determined to halt for a 
he had orders to retire with his ar- little while to warm some of our ra- 
tillery to the north side of the river tions and to rest ourselves. While 
as quickly as possible under cover we were doing this the rear guard 
of darkness. passed ahead of us, and before we 

**0n my way down town that night were aware of their presence a party 
I fell in with Pat (H. H.) Drinkard, of Federal infantry were upon us, 
Charley Blanks and James Shep- so unexpectedly that we could not 
herd, all 12th regiment boys, m make our escape, but were compell- 
town on a twelve hours' leave. With ed to surrender. A lieutenant in 
these boys I went across Pocahon- command of the party demanded 
tas Bridge and, reaching Dunn's my sword, which I gave him, telling 
Hill, we bivouacked for the night, him that I had captured it the day 
We had hardly lain down, how- before. He laughingly remarked, 
ever, before we saw that Pocahontas *A fair exchange is no robbery.' 
Bridge was on fire. "We were put under the guard of 

"At an early hour in the morning two men belonging to the 2nd Penn- 
we could hear the Federal troops sylvania Heavy Artillery, neither of 
coming into town, with their bands whom could speak English intelli- 
playing. Having no idea that Rich- gibly, and were started eastward 
mond had been evacuated, or that down the railroad towards Chester. 
our lines on the north side of the Having what I considered a clear 
Appomattox were being abandoned, record during my four years' ser- 
our little party of four made their vice as a soldier in the field, I dis- 
way to the Richmond and Peters- liked the idea of being captured and 
burg railroad, and went along it in languishing in a prison, and said to 
the direction of Richmond, our pur- Pat Drinkard, *I mean to get away.' 
pose being to join our command. He tried to dissuade me, urging that 
which we supposed was still station- the attempt might lead to the death 
ed on the Bermuda front. When of all of the party, but, seeing that 
we got to Swift Creek we found the our guards were careless, I felt sat- 
depot buildings had been abandon- isfied that we could get away. So, 
ed, and the country people were to accomplish my purpose, I adopt- 
helping themselves to the supplies ed this ruse to get in rear of the 
that were left. Crossing Swift Creek guard: I would stumble over a 
we pushed on towards Chester, and cross-tie as we marched along, and 
when within about a mile of that I noticed that neither of the guards 
place, at a bend in the road, we saw took notice of this. In this way I 
ahead of us that the road was alive managed to get just behind the 
with blue coats. We then changed hindmost guard, and as I did so 
our course, taking to the woods and suddenly seized his musket from 
bearing west until we reached the behind, but, instead of resisting as I 
public road leading to Chesterfield thought he would, he ran down the 
Court-House, getting into which we railroad embankment. Having the 
moved on until we overtook our rear gun now, in my hand, I drew a bead 
guard. With this body of Confede- on the other guard and demanded 
rates we made our way along this his surrender. Taken by surprise, 
road until we got to the place at he immediately surrendered, and 
which it crosses the Clover Hill handed his gun to Charley Blanks, 
railroad. Thereupon I called upon the flyinff 

"Seeing a little fire at this point, guard to halt, which he did, and 
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surrendered himself as prisoner, mauded by Col. D. A. Weisiger, 

This occurred at a curve in the rail- sustained in the gallant charge upon 

road, where we were cut oflf from ^^e enemy, near the BaxtefnMd, 

the view of the force of the army r, ^ , 

that captured us. ^^ Saturday : 

"Having our prisoners in charge twelfth Virginia begiment. 

we left the railroad, entered the Field and Staff— Wounded. Col. 

woods and made a detour north- D. A. Weisiger, slightly, 

westwardly in the direction of the Company A— Wounded: B. F. 

Court-House, and there came up Eckles severe, 

with the rear guard, to whom we Company B-^Killed : L.H. Deane, 

handed over the prisoners. chr. Weaver. Wounded: Val- 

I took with me to Appomattox entine, severely; Joseph C. Folks, 

Court-House the gun I captured, sUghtiyj Eobt. Chappel, nose; Mil- 

and I think Charley Blanks did the ^on Cas^y, slightly; Henry E. Chase, 

same with his. Major Bridgeford, giigh^iy •''*'•" "^ ' 

commandant of the rear guard, safe- ^^Jp C-Killed: John J. 

^nSn^Pnn.'^nS^^^^^ ^^^' Wounded: 

pomattox Cou rt-Hous e. Sergeant Eichard Epes, slightly. 

Company D — Killed : None. 

CASUALTIES AT THE CRATER. Wounded: Lieut. J. E. Laughton, 

The subjoined lists of casualties severely; Charles Harber, mortally, 

• i.1. T, i-xi r i-v. i-i i. ^1, Since dead; George Smith, slight, 

m the battle of the Crater are the company E-Killed: R. E. Butt«, 

lists as published in the Petersburg Marcellus Harrison. 

(Va.) Express within the week next Company F — Killed: Wm. Wel- 

after the day of the action, and em- ton. Wounded: Sergeant James 

brace those in Pegram's (Va.) bat- Whitehorne, slightly ; Peter McKen- 

i. ^ n/r u r /Tr \ a /i^ «? ^y, sincc dead; George Welton, se- 

tery, and Mahone's (Va.), Saunders' ^^^^j^. p^^^^^ ^^.^^^ ^^.^5^^^^.' ^ 

(Ala.), Clingman's (N. C), Ran- ^ jyavis, slightly, 

som's (N. C.) and Wise's (Va.) bri- Company G — Killed: J. B. Sacry, 

gades as there published. It is re- Jed Gibson. Wounded: Privates 

gretted that no list of the casualties ^^^^^^ ^nd Wm. Ford, severely. 

. TTT • ^^, ^i-1 N T^iT i.xi /a /-. N Company H — Killed: Sergeant 

in Wright's (Ga.) or Elliott's (S. C.) g^j^^^^^ Wounded: Lieut. Charles 

brigade, or in other commands, was Beale, slight; Private Smith Wood- 
also published in that journal, or in house, severely; J. Griffin, slightly; 
any other newspaper of the day, the J. D. Murray, slightly. 

files of which are now accessable, ^^P^'^TP' Jl^^^'''^''' ^' ^i- ^^''' 

, ,, ^. , J. . Wounded: N. L. Harrison, slightly; 

and they are accordingly not here ^ ^y Howard. y ^ ^7 

given: Company K— Killed: R. Fuqua. 

[^^pre«« of Monday, August 1, 1864.] Wounded: Sergeant Litchford, se- 

LIST OF CASUALTIES OF MA- ^'^^'^• 

\^^^^.r. ^^^^. . ^,^ xTTx^r o^ SIXTEENTH VIRGINIA BEGIMENT. 

HONE'S BRIGADE, JULY 30. ,^. , , ,-^ . t m ^ir ,v. 

' Field — Major J. T. Woodhouse, 

The following is a list of the cas- wounded, 
ualties in Mahone's brigade, com- Company A — Killed: Privates P. 
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Pruden, W. E. Duke, William J. Company C — Killed: Corporal B. 
White, Wm. Owen; Corporal Ham- B. Cowell; Private James M. Mc- 
lin Franklin, Henry Styron. Wound- Pherson. Wounded: Captain John 
ed: E. A. Purvis, since dead; Jesse G. Wallace, severely hit; Lieut. St. 
A. Hamilton, J. E. Winburne, — Julian Wilson, mortally; Privates 
Brent, — Parker. Miles W. Halstead, severely; Thom- 

Company B — Wounded: Lieut, as Turner, mortally; E. W. Forbes, 
James M. Bailey, mortally; Privates slightly; Miles D. Powers, slightly. 
D. P. Wright, Virginius Kilby, Ju- Missing: John Wood, 
lian Hines, H. E. Cully. Company D— Killed: Private John 

Company C— Wounded: I^athan Sheppard. Wounded: Sergeants C. 
Munden. E. Tatum, badly; Alonzo Ives, 

Company D — Killed: Private Ste- slightly; Corporal Joshua Charlton, 
phen Pierce. Wounded: Sergeant W. slightly; Privates Ludlow Crethrell, 
J. Freeman and Private H.M.Carr. slightly; Alexander H. Jarvis, se- 

CompanyE— Killed :Capt.W.W. verely. 
Broadbent; Privates E. L. Owens, J. Company F — Killed: Private Jas. 
W. Westbrooke, J. M. INTeblett. Babb. Wounded: Privates Henry 
Wounded: Privates J. H. Ivey, B. H. Pruden, severely; A. Eedd, se- 
F. I^orthcross., Eichard J. Bendall. verely; J. W. Mumford. 

Company F— Killed: Corporal J: Company G— Killed: Privates S. 
L. Brown. Privates B. B. Blanken- W. Branch, J. H. Davis. Wound- 
ship, James Ellington, Wm. Lacey, ed: Lieuts. M. M. Green, severely; 
W. Ifegleton. Wounded: Privates W. F. Baugh, badly; Privates John 
Solomon Carr, E. H. Perkins. ^' King, badly; A. Hawkins, 

Company G-Killed:Eobt. Smith, »JWy; W T Herrin sUghtly ; J. 
A. D. Joyies, Harrison Wright, w! W.Ei vers, slightly; C.Tudor, badly. 
H. Shawhan, H. Hand. Wounded: Company H— KiUed: Lieut. H. 
Sergeant T. S. Dozier, T. S. Dozier, McNeder. Wounded: Lieut. W. 
T. S. Belote, Benjamin Shipp. To- W. Eew, badly; Privates G. B. Ad- 
tal killed, 21. Wounded, 18. kins, slightly; E. Edds, H. F. Ayatt, 

slightly. 
8IXTY.FIRST VIRGINIA REGIMENT. Company I-Killed: Sergeante M. 

Company A— Killed: Private Jas. P- Kilgore, Smith Toppin. Wound- 
H. Butt. Wounded: Lieut J. T. ^: Privates John D. White, se- 
West, slightly; Lieut. C. A. I^ash, verely; Eichard White, badly; Par- 
slightly; Private C. C. Cooper, ker Duke, slightly; Lieut. John 
sUght; J. A. Cooper, severe in the Hobday, sHghtly. 
arm; D. A. Williams and D. Wood Company K — Killed: Privates C. 
ward, slight; J. P. Halstead, severe W. Griggs, W. H. Lewton. Wound- 
in shoulder; Peter Wright, slight. ed: Private Malicho Hichcock. 

Company B — Killed: Privates 

George Sykes, Wellington Mchols. 

Wound^: Lieut. James E. Fulford, j^ ^^^ ^^^ ^1^^ ^^ the Express, 
slight; Sergeants John H. Tucker, . .^ . ^ ti-^ j * -l t 

badly ; H. B. McCauman, badly, both ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ Monday, August I, 
I^b; Private A. Hodges, badly in 1864, and next after the foregoing, 
the arm. appears the following: . 
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[Express of Monday, August 1, 1864.] brigade, in the battle of Saturday, in 
THE MISSING IN PEGEAM'S our issue of yesterday . We give the 
BATTEEY balance this morning, with the ex- 

ception of the killed in the 6th n^- 
We append a list of missing of ment, which we have been unable to 
Capt. E. G. Pegram's battery, of this obtain, save those of Company I: 
city. This battery occupied the im- 
mediate point of our lines blown up s^^™ Virginia infantry. 

by the enemy on Saturday morning, [Here follows a list of the killed 
and consequently suffered a good and wounded which are omitted, a 
deal in men and guns. None of the more correct list being given later.] 

missing, we understand have as yet forty-fibst va. infantry. 
been positively heard from as being 

alive, though prisoners that were FieldandStaff—KiUed: Sergeant- 
taken state that they dug out two Major C.H.Porter. Wounded: None, 
lieutenants alive and sent them to Ck)mpany A— Killed: Corporal O. 
the rear. From their description C. Inman. Wounded: J. P. HoUo- 
one of them is supposed to be Lieut, way, left shoulder, severely; Sergeant 
Hamlin. Several bodies were found B. F. Whitehorne, face, severe; Pri- 
beneath the upthrown earth with life vate F. A. Inman, right arm, severe, 
extinct : ' Company B — Killed : Sergeant Jas . 

Lieut. W. B. Hamlin,* Lieut. C. S. McCook. Wounded: Lemuel Tuck- 
Chandler; SergeatsBeasleyandEoy- er, hand, slight, 
al. Corporals Slaughter and Taylor, Company C— Killed: Capt. H. M. 
Privates Eoach, T. J. Wells, G. W. Mingea, Sergeant Jos. W. Holloway. 
Woodley, Maghee, Covington, C. Wounded: Privates W. O. Hall, left 
Brown, Thompson, W. T. Scott, Jas. thigh, severe; Patrick E. Perkins, 
M. Green, J. B. Shortt, Mangum, amputation finger on left hand, 
^sdale, Kelsey J Britton, B. T. Company D-Killed: Sergeant E. 
Wells, George Pollard, and T. Nu- ^ Th^nfan. Wounded: Private 
gent, lotai, Jd. j^^^^ Costly, left side, mortal. 

It is to be hoped that some, if not i-n i x • *. ^tt a r^ o 

many of these Ln may tmn (.p safe „e^nf cLS Rier pSv^L P^! 

in the enemy's hands. Lieut. Ham- ^®*°5.^*V^if^ * . Kosser, j-nvate I'e- 

lin is from this city, and Lieut. Chan- ^^^ ^^\ ^^ i ^ ^ \ Serg«int, 

dler from Richmond, and both gal- Samuel M Gregory amputation two- 

lant young men. flngere right hand; Privates Alexau- 

^ ^ der E. Hair, flesh wound head, E^ 

A. Gray, contusion head. 

[Express of Tuesday, August 2, 1864.] Company F— Kille<l : None. Woun- 

LIST OF CASUALTIES IN MA- ded: Lieut. W. S. Sykes; (^orporal- 

HONE'S BRIGADE JULY J- F. Murden, head, slight; Privates 

30th continued James A. Eutter, arm and head, se— 

' ' vere. 

Owing to the press of matter upon Company G— Killed : None . Woiin - 

our columns, we were unable to give ded: Sergeant Wm. McDonald, left; 

the fuU list of casualties in Mahone's leg amputated; Private W. D. Stur - 

-— — — ,,^ . . — ; ,, . „ TTT divant, shell, left thigh, severe. 

*In the editorial column Lieut. Hamlin is ^^f.^.lr^r,r^^r tr iFiiu^i. x-^^^ 
mentioned as "a young member of the PC- ,,.^^"1^^,^^,, ^~, ^i ,U |1^"®- 
tersburg bar." VVounded: Corporal J. \\ . Miles, 
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hip, severe; Private E. O. Fnrger- Drake, B F Hensley. Wounded: 
son, side, severe. Major W S Grady, severely; Captain 
Company I — Killed: Private Jas. I B Tatham, slightly; Lieut L J 
E.Ellis. Wounded: Sergeant J. K. Smith, severely; Sergeant M A 
Briukley, flesh wound, thigh; Cor- Courtis, mortally; Sergeant J E Pat - 
poral S. J. Holland, hand, slight; terson, severely in arm; Corporal 
Privates Leroy Parker, head, dan- Amos Boon, slightly in the hand; 
gerons; W. S. Skinner, hand, se- Corx)oral E J Burton, severely in 
vere; James H. Parker, finger, left face; Corporal J B Mann, in arm, 
hand; James E. Lassiter, hand and severely; Corporal B. J. Wilson, 
arm, severe; G. A. Johnson, shoul- dangerously on breast; Corporal H 
der, severe; Solomon Savage, both C Edney, in arm, severely; Privates 
hips, dangerous; John Brinkley, J M Summy, in hand; J E Laugh- 
shoiilder, severe. ter, slightly on leg; E Curtis, slight- 
Company K — Killed: Capt. B. B. ly in back; James Drake, in arm; 
Hunter; Lieut. Charles E. Denoon. John E. Bigham, in hand; PMEich, 
Wounded: Lieut. Wm. Hunter, dangerously; D C Burgner, slightly 
breast, slight. Missing: B. D. in shoulder; J B Smith, slightly in 
Johnson. thigh; J A Eeagan, in thigh slight- 
Total killed, 11; total wounded, ly; B P Barton, severely in both 
27; aggi-egate, 38. thighs; T D L Clayton, slightly 

in arm; J Mc Wilson, slightly in 

T ,, 1 -,, leg; G W Alexander, slightly in 

In another column of the same pa- x.°\ tt m t> • i i 

y back; H T Bugg, m leg severely; 

per appears the following: g F Edmonson, mortally in head; 

[Express of August 2, 1864.] D A Stamy, severely bruised by a 

THE CASUALTIES IN EA:N"S0M'S shell; J W Conner, slightly in arm; 

TiT^TnAm? Eichard Allison, slightly in hand; 

i5iuuAUi^. ^y.jj^ Ownley, mortally in abdomen; 

[Reported for the Daily Express.] J Davis, severely in thigh; E Bald- 

Headq'rs Eansom's Brigade, ) win, slightly. 

July 31st, 1864. j thirty-fifth north Carolina 

Mitora Express: The foUowing is troops. 

a Ugt of the killed, wounded and Wounded: Privates BBaisden, se- 

J"fi8ing in General M. W. Eansom's riously in hip; Hosea Baisden, 

pngade North Carolina Troops, dur- slightly in arm; Thomas DaWs, arm 

iiig the action of 30th of July, 1864: broken; W A Euss, slightly in foot. 

twenty-fourth north CAROLINA FORTY-NINTH NORTH CAROLINA 
REGIMENT?. REGIMENT. 

sev^T^-^V^'^^'l- J^^^ P J^^^^^^; Killed: Lieut-Col John A Flem- 
Sl ? ^^ *.^^ shoulder; Sergeant ^ ^^^^^ ^ y H^^^i p^,,^^^^ 

Jerl^i,^^'*^' severely; Riyates ^j^'^j Patterson, Isaac Litton, G 
Jeremiah Beaver, Augustus Tatum. j^^^. j^^^ jj^^^^ ^^^ E" White. 

TWENTY-FIFTH NORTH CAROLINA Wouuded: Captain C H Dixon, 

REGIMENT. paiufullv ill arm; Lieut Eichard Bai- 

Killed: Captain James M Cathey; ley, slightly in arm; Lieut T Y 

^vates Henry Green, J 11 Colbert, Lytic, shocked by shell; Sergeant 

C M Posey, B H Garrison, E A — Henderson, Company H, flesh 
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wound in arm; Sergeant Henry Report of Casualties in Ji.6ih Va. 1 

Shell, slight wound in breast; Pri- try, near Fetersburg, July 30th, 

vate T Howell, in arm, M Eeid, Capt. George Norris, command 

sUghtly in head; J D. Dellinger, Field and Staff— Killed: Mus 

slightly in leg; J H. FaU, slightly in j M Hancock. Wounded: Ser| 

skull; J G Whitesides, mortally in Major L W Wise, face slight, 

breast; J Holland, in hand; L A Ck)mpany A— Killed: W T : 

Fox, severely in arm; J Whiffling, comb. Wounded: Ck)rporal J 

flesh wound in leg; E Anthony, kerson. Privates J Dodson, E ] 

mortaUy in groin. j w Smith and L T Truehart. 

FIFTY-SIXTH NORTH CAROLINA REG- ^^pauy B— KiUed : Privat 

H Furson. Wounded: Privates 
^^^'^^ Furguson and J M Franklin. 

Killed: Privates G Hart, John Company C — Wounded: Pr 
Horton, Seth E White. Wounded: D M Durkin. 
Thomas Gregory, severely in hip; Company D — Killed: Pri vatei 
Markman Wood, slightly in breast; Shopper and IN" Shoemaker. Wc 
John Emmett, 1st sergeant, severely ed: Captain George Garrison, 
in thigh; Eufus Parker, slightly in vates James M Dobbins and " 
hip; Henderson Luter, severely in McAllister, 
leg; A W Bridgers, severely in leg; Company E — Killed: Privat 
H C Hollifield, slightly in shoulder. H Carter and E W Staton. Wc 

TWENTY -FIFTH NORTH CAROLINA ^3^"^ ^ ■'^^®^^.,i ^ tk.- 4- 

Company F — Killed: Private 

^^^^®- Bradford and S Grinnalds. Wc 

Missing from the shirmish line: ed: A Scarborough and IN" Mels 

Jeff George, W H Grigg, W Gibson, Company G— Killed: Private 

B Garm, J C Evans, L Godwin, C F H Quick. Wounded: Corpora 

Johnson, K P Johnson. Keynolds and J Dudley, Priva 

Lankford, S Spencer and S J V 
Company H — Wounded: Pr 

Below the foregoing, in the same ^ ^ ^^^^^ slight. 

T"™, Of ae ^,„ „, T.^ay, ^'STe wI^Kfito^ 

August 2, 1864, appears the follow- m Jones and Lewis Bishop. 

ing: Company K— Wounded: Pr 

[JSJcpre««, August 2, 1864.] A C Givens. 

W W Alexander, Adjuta 
FOETY-SIXTH VIEGmiA EEGI- 



MENT, WISE'S BEIGADE. j^ the Ej^ress of Wednesday, 

Headq'rs 46th Ya. Inf., ) ust 3, 1864, appears the followii 

Petersb'g Trenches, July 31. j CLING MAK'S BEIGADE 

Editors Express: The following [Eeported for the Petersburg .Ecpj 

, list embraces the casualties in this Headquarters 61st Eegim 

I regiment, which you will please pub- N. C. T., Clingman's Briga< 

lish the first opportunity, and re- Hoke's Division, near Petersl 

quest Eichmond, Lynchburg and August 1st, 1864. 

Charlottesville papers to popy: Messrs. EdUxyrs Express: Please 



; 
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lish for the information of the friends Company F, Lieut. Jesse D Barnes, 
of the regiment, the following list of commanding — Killed: Lieut. Jesse D 
casualties while assisting in charg- Barnes, Privates B F Felton and Jos 
ing the enemy from our works in Felton. Wounded: Sergeant PFM 
front of Major-General Johnson's di- Daniel, in side slightly; Corp'l Abra- 
vision, which they had gained early ham Darden, in wrist slightly; Pri- 
on the morning of the 30th July, vates B F May, in, head slightly; W 
1864, by mining and blowing up Pe- Y Owens, in groin slightly, 
gram's battery, and taking advan- CJompany G, Sergeant John U 
tage of the temporary confusion Bloodworth, commanding— Wound- 
caused, ed: Private David G. McGowan, in 

The regiment was detached from hand slightly. 
the brigade, and under the command Company H, Capt. John D Briggs, 
of Capt. Edward Mallett during the commanding— Wounded: Sergeant 
charge. Col. James D. Radcliff hav- A. R. Peal, in abdomen, mortally; 
ing been stunned by the bursting of Corporal Noah T Lanier, stunned; 
a shell while lying in reserve, and Privates James Corprew, in breast 
Major H. Harding having gone to severely; Joseph Corey, in arm 
the rear from exhaustion. slightly; Henry Corey, in side slight- 

Field and Staff— ^Colonel James D ly; H T Hodges, in arm and hip se- 
Kadcliff, stunned. verely; Archibald Harriss, in mouth 

Company A, Captain James H severely; William M. Perry, stun- 
Robinson, commanding— Wounded- ^^' Godfrey Rogerson, in shoulder 
Lieutenant Frank M CarroU, in jaw, slightly; Harrison Rogerson, stun- 
severely; Privates Sherman J Blount, ^^• 

in side, slightly: James G Heath, in Company I, Lieut. Coalton Sparks, 
neck, severely; James H Horn, in commanding — Killed: Lieut. Coal- 
arm, severely; Andrew J Smith, ton Sparks. Wounded: Private D 
stunned. C Caudel, in head and thigh severe- 

Company B, Lieutenant JnoTWil- ^yj Meredith Cheek, in thigh se- 
kerson, commanding' — Wounded: merely . 

Cori)oral Daniel Corson, in leg, slight- Company K, Capt. S W Noble, 
ly; Privates Lorenzo D Manning, in commanding — Wounded: Sergeant 
shoulder and thigh, slightly; Wil- J B. Noble, in ear slightly; Privates 
liamBNeil, in abdomen, mortaUy. L J Howard, in leg severely; Stephen 
Company C, Lieutenant John F Howard, in shoulder slightly. 

Guthrie, commanding— Killed: Pri- recapitulation. 
vate John L Bamhill. Wounded: 

Corj)oral James D Wilson, in hip. Officers killed, 2; officers wound- 
slightly; Private R. W. Moore, in ed, 3; enlisted men killed, 4; enlist- 
arm, severely. ed men wounded, 30. Total, 39. 

Company D, Sergeant S L Brown, I am sir, very respectfully, 

commanding— None. Your obedient servant, 

Company E, Lieut. J Q Jackson, W. L. Faison, Adj't. 

commanding — Killed: 1st Sergeant 

A W Wooten, Lieut. J Q Jackson, 

in arm severely; Private J P Suggo, ^ the Express of Thursday, Au- 

in arm and leg severely. gust 4, 1864, appears the following: 
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WILCOX'S (OLD) ALABAMA Company C, Sergeant T Simmons, 
BKIG ADE . commanding- -Wounded : Jno Brooks, 

[Reported for the Petersburg Express.] severe. 

List of casualties in Wilcox's (old) ^^pany I>, Capt. J W Cannon, 
Alabama brigade, commanded by commandmg-Killed: S D Green- 
Brigadier GeneralJ C C Sanders, in 7^J; Wounded: J L Mclntyre, 
the engagement on the 30th July, ^^^Sj^^- TtrTrm^^ 

near Petersburg, Va : Company E, Lieut M H Todd, 

' commanding — Wounded: Sergeant J 

8th ALABAMA REGIMENT — CAPT. M. L Prcston Severely. 

w. MORDECAi, COMMANDING. Company F, Capt. J C Feather- 

Field and Staff— Wounded: Ser- ston, commanding— Killed: Sergeant 

geant Major J P Harris, severe. a Mc Williams. Wounded: Corpo- 

Company A— Killed: Private Sam- rol G H Stewart, severely, 
pie Orr. Wounded: Private M D Company H, Lieut. E. Fuller, 
L Uakes, Slight. , ^ ^ ^ ^ commanding— Killed: Sergeant C 

Company B-Wounded: Capt G jackso^. Wounded: H Patterson, 
T L Eobinson, severe; Private A Ed- ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ 

wards, slight. Company I, Lieut. B T Taylor, 

Company O-KiHed: 1st Lieut. commanding-Wounded: George W 

Sr^'^S''^^- Wounded: 2nd Lieut^ ^ jy^^^^ severely. 

W D McDonald, severe; Privates H compaAy K, T B Baugh, com- 

Cooper, severe; and T L Dearman, manding-KiUed: L Martin. Woun- 

seyere. ^ „^ ^ ^ -r. • x <ied: W Henry Wallace, severely; 

Company D-Wounded: Private p ^ Winfrey, severe. 

Malone, severe. jj-^ll^ 5 Wounded, 10. To- 

Company F — Killed: Corporals tal 15 

George Lee and Charles Barefield. ' 

Wounded: Private J W Dunn, IOth Alabama regiment— capt. 

slight. W. L. BREWSTER, COMMANDING. 

Company G- Wounded: Privat^ p.^1^ ^^^ Staff-None. 

Kobert L Wilson, severe; and Jack co^^pany A -Killed: Corporal 

Pearson, severe. j^j^^ q Morris. Wounded: Privates 

Company H-KiU^ Corporal H j^^^^ j^ ^ Hiram Bice, se- 

Buck. Wounded: Private W O ^^^^ ' ' ' 

Jackson, severe. Company B— Wounded: Lieut. T 

Company I-Wounded: Private j Hickman, slight; Private L C 

M Chahn, mortally ^ . , ^ P^ke, severe. 

Company K— Killed: Private C company C— None. 

^M^^^^' ^ , .o m . 1 .n Company D— None. 

KiUed, 6; wounded 13. Total, 19. company E-KilUnl: Private W 

9th ALABAMA REGIMENT— COL. J. c Saxon. Wounded: Privates J L 

H. KING, COMMANDING. Busby; scvere; G A Adair, slight. 

Staff and Field — Killed: Lieut. Company F — Wounded: Sergeant 

J D Chandler, acting adjutant. E J lioberts, slight; Private J B 

Company A, Capt. Hays, com- Martin, martally. 

manding — Wounded: Sergeant John Company G — Killed: Lieut. John 

Butler, severely; Corporal L T Francis. 

Smith, severely. Comi)any H — Killed: Privates B 
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S Moore and FM Anderson. Wound- 14th Alabama regiment — capt. 

ed: Private Allen Pierce, slight. elias folk, commanding. 

. i^^^^Ji ^"^I'^V^T^-K^^'"'**^ Field and Staflf-Killed: Capt. Elias 

Albert Battles, mortal; JacobChany, Folk, commanding regiment; Lieut. 

^^ IT TTM 1 T> • ^ T m F V Fonville, acting adjutant. 

Company K-Killed: Private J T Company A-Wounded: J J Au- 

?i8hop. Wounded: Lieut.SJMor- ^^^^ gince dead. 

™ir^7^^'a ^ 1 .o rr ^ 1 iQ Company B — Wounded: T W 

Killed, 6; wounded, 12. Total, 18. ThrowerT since dead. 

llTH ALABAMA REGIMENT — LiELT. Company F — Killed: Private Jas- 

COL. G. E. TAYLOE, COMMANDING. P^r O'Xeil. 

vi: ij ^ aj, rp x- Compauy G — Wounded: Isaac 

Field and Staff-^one. Shadisfmortal. 

Comi^ny A- Killed: Sergeant Com^J H-Wounded: H M 

John J Carter, Corporal Thomas H j^oveiov severe- T E Tackson se- 

JohnRATi and Privatp William H ^^^^J^Jj Severe, J J!i jaCKSOn, se- 

Jonnson Md ^i^ate William M yere; Phenix Largant, slight. 

Boozer. Wounded: Sergeant J J oomi^anv I— Wounded- I T Na- 

WiUiams, slight; Privates J W Bis- pie^^^Uv 

&\r^''^i, ^^f.^y^,^^°^^' «^^^^^5 Killed, 3; wounded, 7. Total, 10. 

John W Brady, slight. ' ' ' ' 

CJompany B— Wounded: Private becapitlt.ation of losses. 

M PHamilton, slight. o^lSSn. o''ff^":Se'n^Totn 

Company C— Wounded: Corporal 8th Ala. R^'t, 1 5 2 11 19 

J F Gandy, severe; Privates John 9th " ^' 1 4 10 15 

^ Games, severe; R L WaUer, se- 10th " '' 1 5 2 10 18 

^ere; Private Thos W Winn, severe, nth '' '' 5 7 2 15 27 

on July 31fit, 1864. 14th " '' 2 1 7 10 

Company D — Killed: Lieut. John 89 

^ Cole and Private Joseph W Geo. Clakk, A. A. Gen. 

^'^oinpson. Wounded: Private Cal- 

^K^oble, slight. In the local column of the Express 

jSSSS^ E-KiUed: Private A ^^ j^^^y^ j^^^^^ 5^ lgg4^ appears 

^ Company F— Wounded: Capt. J the foUowing: 

^GaddeU, severe; Lieut. PM Vance, casualties in the sixth va. 

8«^ere; Private S M Wright, severe. infantry. 

pDmpany G — Killed: Lieut. H T In publishing the casualties in 

^^illiamson and Private Wm H Leo- Mahone's brigade, in the engage- 

P*^^^. Wounded: Sergeant P K ment near this city on the 30th ult., 

**^oinp8on, severe; Corporal James we were unable to give a full list of 

^^^Oee, slight; Privates James M those occurring in the Sixth Virginia 

^.^*it, severe; David Shamblin, Infantry. We give a correct list 

^^glt. this morning: 

^mpany I — Killed: Capt. L FieldandStaff— Wounded: Lieut. 
^^*iTis. Col. H W Williamson, severely; En- 
Company K — Killed: Private W sign H S Wright, dangerously. 
^ Ix)velady. Company A — Killed: Cori)oral G 
Killed, 10; Wounded: 17. To- M Hudgins. Wounded: 1st Lieut. 

^j 27. J L Hopper, severely; 1st Sergeant 
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W H Whitehurst, slightly. Miss- Warnack, slightly; T H Tibbs, Be- 
ing: Sergeant William Banks, Pri- verely. 

vates A F Jones and McHenry. Company K — Killed: Privates 

CJompany B— Wounded: Sergeant William T Fuqua, Benjamin B 
W V Dudley, slightly; Privates Phaup and A A Cotton. Wounded: 
JamesGregory, WiUiam Warden, se- Capt. David M Goode, slightly; Ist 
verely. Missing: 1st Lieut. F White- I^ieut. Samuel Flournoy, severely^ 
hurst. Privates Jesse Shields and W Corporal Julius Condry, dangerous- 
Gaunto. ly; Privates H C Coleman, slightly; 

Company C-Killed: 1st Lieut. S i,^^^?f^' «^Tff ^V ^ A.^^^' 

M Spratt. Wounded: 1st Sergeant J ^ ^^^^f' ^?^?^y 5 Lewis Dorsett, 

T J Henderson, severely; Privates dangerously; WiUiamCPurdie dan- 

E Buchanan, slightly; Jo Wright, f ^^^^^5 Jno Bass dangerously; A 

aeverelv Miasinff • F Padgett ^ ^^^^' severely. Missing: Privates 

severely. J^issmg ^.laagett. Thomas J Martin, C C Ellett, Ed- 

Company D- Wounded: 1st Ser- mond C Goode. 

geantE Banks, severely; Sergeant W Bighty-five men carried into ac- 

Coate, dangerously; Privates Joseph ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^le regi- 

James, severely; G Dixon, severely. ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^ 

Company E — Killed: Sergeant M 

Babb. Wounded: Sergeant W H recapitulation. 

Pierce, severely; Privates Jo F May, Killed, 13; wounded, 50; missing, 

severely; and H Holland. Missing: 12. Total 75. 

Private W Taylor. ; — 

Company F— Killed: Sergeant D ^^ *^® ^^^ paper, the Express of 

M Drewry, Private F C Fizzle. Friday, August 5, 1864, appears the 

Wounded: Capt. A Coke, slightly; foUowing : 

1st Lieut. J J Cornick, slightly; 2nd WISE'S BEIGADE 

Lieut. TH Banks, severely; 1st Ser- ^ Reported for the Petersburg Expreas.] 

geant W H Eamey, severely; Pri- j^., of caanaltica in the 5qth r^H 

vates W P Wilkins, G W Stone, A ^^ v- ^^^^*^f /^ l^^ w^^' 

Tirv,;*^ «^^^«^K. «,^.i T^i,^ ToJ^c ment, Virginia Volunteers, Wise's 

White severely; and John James, ^^.^^^^ j^^^ 3^^^^^ ^3^^^ 

® ^^ ^* ^ ^^ , , o. Capt. Henry Wood, commanding, 

Company G— Wounded: Sergeant Wounded slightly in the head. 
John F HiU, severely; Corporal Company A, E C Thompson, com- 
Chandler Hill, severely; Privates manding— Killed: Private W B 
Helvin, severely; Black, Malode. Hurndon. Wounded: P Sweeney, 
Missing: Private Wm H Whiting, severely in shoulder. 

Company H— Killed: Capt. David Company B, Lieut. W. F. Elmore, 
Wright, Privates Peter Gillilane, commanding — Killed: Charles H 
William J Eoberts. Wounded: Pri- Stainback, W H Mize and WilUam 
vates Frank Higgins, slightly; Wil- S Jackson. Wounded: Corporal B 
liam B Wellons, slightly; George C M Lucker and Privates A B Cross 
Crockett, dangerously. and T A Peebles. 

Company I — Killed: Privates Company C, Lieut. John H Ed- 
Benjamin Crowfield and Thomas J wards, commanding — Killed: Pri- 
Cory. Wounded: Sergeant George vates T D Cole, W M Dance. 
C Anderson, slightly; Privates Wil- Wounded: Privates L Hart, J W 
liam Walthall, severely; Thomas J Dunkley. 
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Company D — Lieut. E A Miller, ready given, could not be obtained for 

commanding— KiUed: None. Woun- publication in this Appendix * 
ded: Kone. 

Company E, Lieut. N P Oliver, 

commanding-Killed, I^one. Woun- DESCmiOH OF ILLUSmTIOHS, 
ded: Henry Evans. 

Company F, Sergeant A Miller, BatHe of the Crater — View No. 1. 

commanding-Killed: None. Wound- This picture, taken from the site 

^^Private Meredith, arm ampu- ^^ ^^^ Davidson battery, just south 

Company G, Sergeant J L Cli- ^^ *^® ^^^^ ^^y » P^^t of which 

bum, commanding— Killed: None, is plainly visible, looking north. 

Wounded: None. shows the site of the Crater, upon 

Company H, Sergeant J E Wal- which have grown in the last twenty- 
son commanding-^lled: CoiTporal ^^^ ^^^ ^1^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ 

L T. Cheatham, Privates W H . ., , . . . .. . x.^ ^ ti*^ r^ j, 

Tucker, W W Phillips. Wounded: ^^^^^^ J^^* ^ *^« "S^* <>^ ^- ^^^- 

Sergeants J C Watson, mortally; M fitli's barn, Mr. Griffith's house be- 

T Goodwynne, severely in shoulder, ing to the left. 

Privates Josiah Johnson, severely in The line of small trees to the right 




ing— Killed: :N^one. Wounded: 1st larger trees on the right of the pic 
Sergeant Robert Johnson, severely turestand within the line of the Fed- 
in arm; Private Palmer, slightly, eral breast-works and along the west 

C. R. Bailey, bank of Taylor's Creek. 

2nd Lt. Co. G. and Act'g Adg't. The open field in front of the Gra- 

in all of the foregoing lists of cas- ter that was swept by one of David- 
ualties there may be errors. In the son's guns, manned by a detachment 
list of casualties of the 12th Virgin- of men from the Otey battery under 
ia r^ment some are noticed, as for Maj . D. K. Walker, is visible in front, 
instance the placing of Privates Rich- and to the south, of the line of small 
ard B. Davis and Putnam Stith in trees above mentioned. 
Company F instead of Company E, The Confederate earth -works south 
and the mentioning of Sergeant J. of the Crater ran south westwardly 
E. Whitehome, of Company F, as just to the right of the bam for 
James Whitehorne. But it must be about 125 yards, then bore more 
remembered that the lists are simply south westwardly into Mr. Griffith's 
reproductions of the lists published corn-field, visiblein the picture, there 

in the Express. "IZ7 ^ T 777 

-^ ^Should anyone who may read these pages 

It is regretted that reliable lists of »ote any error in any of the several lists of 

^J^ • -»*■ 1- II.' 1 • xT_ casualties, the request is made that the un- 

casualties m Mahone's brigade m the deralgned be informed of the error, with a 

Maryland Campaign of 1862 and at view to a proper notice of it in any subse- 
^^ „ .,, , , ., , quent edition of this book that may be pub- 

Chancellorsville, beyond those al- Ushed. G. S. B. 
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formed an angle and ran soatheast- the fence, as they stand in this de- 

wardly and across the Baxter Eoad pression. 

about the site of the telegraph pole. The sloping ground over which 

Some time subsequently to the bat- Mahone's brigade charged is visible 
tie the course of these works was on the right or west of the fence. 
changed a little, so that after the The line of bushes along the de- 
change they occupied a position in pression at the northern terminus of 
this corn-field a little west of that the fence indicate the course of the 
occupied by them on the day of the branch shown in the map of Mr. 
battle. There were also changes Rives, which crosses the Confederate 
made in the location of the works breast-works and runs into Taylor's 
north of the Crater, for about 60 Creek. 

yards. They were thrown back a few On the day of the battle a body of 
feet and a picket line was run a few heavy timber stood a few yards in 
feet in front of the main line both front of the Confederate works on 
• north and south of the Crater. On the ground now clear. ''Wright, of 
the day of the battle there was no Halifax, " says Capt.McCabe, "open- 
picket line for a distance of 100 or 125 ed a withering fire from his light 
yards along the front of the Crater, guns posted on a hill to the left, nor 

In the meadow along Taylor's could he be silenced by the enemy's 
Creek, just at this point, were mass- batteries, for his front was covered 
ed the Ist and 4th divisions of Burn- by a heavy fringe of pines." — [De- 
side's corps before they entered the fense of Petersburg, So. Hist. Pa- 
Confederate earth-works after the pers, vol. II, p. 286.] 
explosion. Mr. Griffith's house is visible on 

Battle-field of the Crater— View No. 2. the right of the tall sycamore tree 

This picture, taken from the site of standing near the southern extremity 
Wright's battery looking south, ^^ *^® ^^^^ ^^^^®- "^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ 
shows the site of the Crater near the ^^ ^ ^^« ^^^^ ^^ *^^ *^^ °^^^ 
southern terminus of the wire fence *^^ ^^^^ ^^ *^^ ^^*^^- ^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
visible in the picture, which fence *^^ ^ *^^ ^^^^ ^^ *^^ P^^*^ ^^ 
marks the general course of the those along Taylor's Creek. 

Confederate breast-works north of Bame-field of theCraier—No. 3. 

the Crater, which were, as shown by This picture is taken with the in- 

the map of iVIr. Kives, in the main strument in the corn-field at a point 

to the left or east of the fence. near, and to the north of, the point at 

The Federal occupation of these which the covered way by which 

trenches did not extend north of the Mahone's brigade came out the ra- 

depression plainly visible in the pic- vine, depression or swale in which it 

tiu-e. See the three small trees, the formed for its charge enters the 

tops of which are seen to the left of branch that runs along the ravine. 
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depression or run, as shown in the Bumside massed a portion of his 
map of Mr. Rives. This view, look- troops for the assault on the morning 
ing south, shows the ravine, depres- of 30th of July, 1864. 
sion or swale, or low ground, from Along the brow, or crest, of the 
which the charge was made. The hill to the left of the picture stood 
willow tree nearest the right of the the Confederate breast-works, some 
picture stands south of the point at 200 yards of which next on the north 
which the covered way terminated, of the Crater were occupied by the 
as also does the post visible in the Federal forces and were the scene of 
picture. The line of battle was form- some of the most bloody hand-to- 
ed with its left a little up the sloi)e hand fights. The Crater is in the 
(southeast) from the post, and with cluster of trees immediately to the 
its right some sixty yards south, or left of the single sycamore tree visible 
southeast, of the other willow tree on the hill to the left of the centre 
visible in the picture. In the pic- of the picture, 
ture the sloi)e is not as distinctly In this picture the parts of the 
marked about the position from wire fence so plainly visible in View 
which Mahone's brigade began its No. 2 are not visible, although they 
charge as in point of fact it is, the may be seen from the car windows of 
ground about this position being ap- the Norfolk & Western trains as they 
I)arently nearer a level than it ac- pass this point, 
tually is. On the 30th of July, 1864, a heavy 

The charge was across the sloping body of timber stood in front of the 
field from right (west) to left (east). Confederate breast-works and ob- 
moving obliquely southeastwardly. scured from the view of the Feder- 
The trees on the left indicate the posi- als about the line of the railroad at 
tion of the Crater, the tall tree be- this point not only these breast- 
ing the sycamore standing on the works, but also those on the hill to 
line of the works and so plainly \is- the right of the picture, the breast- 
ible in View No. 2, which tree, it is works on the latter hill standing a 
said, marks the place at which Capt. little back, or west, of the trees vis- 
Broadbent was killed. ible on the brow of this hill on the 

BaWe-field of the Crater— No. 4. right of the picture, in rear of which 

This picture is taken with the in- trees stood Wright's battery, 
stmment on the track of the Norfolk For further details see note on 
and Western Railroad, at a point pagcs 229 and 230, and the map of 
about two miles east of the depot in ^^r. Rives there referred to. See also 
Petersburg, looking southwest, and McCabe's ^^ Defense of Petereburg,'' 
shows the meadow along Taylor's So. Hist. Papers, Vol. II, page 286, 
Creek, in the upper portion of which, and references there made, 
seen on the left of the picture, Gren. the end. 
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Page 7, line 14, read Comrades for comrades. 
•* 26, note 36, read H, 21 Booker for H, F. Booker. 

48, line 18, read cooping for crossing. 

54, note g, line 2, insert o/one between been and among. 

76, line 6, read considerably for considerable. 

95, line 6, read Etheredge for Etheridge. 
113, line 21 read Hagood's for Haygood^s. 
121, line 37, read /S^qfcr for Shaffer. 
139, line 1 of note, read fifty-five for forty-five. 
148, last line of note, read arms^^ for arm«. 
157, line 10, read possible for posible. 
179, line 5 of note, read Infantry^ ^ for Infantry. 
179, line 7 of note, read Leonidas IT. Dean for Zeonu2a« X). Dean. 
183, line 2, read the flank for companies. 
183, line 31, insert i^ between do and iVb. 

183, line 35, strike out all before the surprise. 

184, line 8, read /ormer life for farm-life. 

185, lines 2, and 27, read David McConnochie for David McOonichie. 
202, line 31, read^ve for four. 
204, line 9, read Planner for Flannery. 

207, line 2nd from the bottom, strike out instant before /rom. 
213, line 1, read Augustus C. Brown for Augustine C. Brown. 
213, line 4, read ^^ The primary for The primary. 
213, line 19, read ^^Oeneral Beauregard for General Beauregard. 
230, line 26, read Z. i?. ift/6jy for L. R. Kelly. 
236, line 1 of note, resA friend for Friend. 
254, line 27 and note 17, read CooA:€ for Cook. 
271, note 36, read Dr. Jerman for Dr. Jermaine, 

280, line 30, read expected for intended. 

281, line 2 of note 39, read ISSl for 1SS2. 
305, 4th line from bottom, read we for he. 

Capt. Geo. J. Rogers, mentioned on pages 152 and 312, is of Petersburg 
— not of Richmond, Va. Jos. J. Maclin, mentioned at page 304, is of 
Chesterfield county— not of Petersburg, Va. 



SUPPLEMENT TO ERRATA. 



The list of errata shoukl be amended so as to embrace the following: 

Page 1 of preface, line 29, read May Slst for May £8th. 

In biography of Mr. Simon Seward, first paragraph, read ISth Virginia 
Ckivalry for 12th Virginia Cavalry; and in biography of Dr. John Herbert 
Claiborne, second paragraph, read four years' curriculum for four years^ 
curriculum. 

Page 29, line 19 read mountain for mountains. 

In the address of Governor Cameron, page 51, line 12, read /Aon Church 
for Tabernacle Churchy Zion— not Tabernacle — Church being called the 
** Wooden Church" and being the church near which the line of battle 
here referred to was formed. 

In the statement of Mr. William C. Smith, page 308, strike out the 
words at Ely^s Ford next after the words the Rappahannock in lines o 
and 29. 

In lines 6 and 29 of page 154 for only one hundred read only about one 
hundred. 

Page 179, line 8 read of a for of brigadier-general. 

To the note on page 179 referring to Capt Victor J. B. Girardey add 
the following, having first substituted the word weeks for days: 

On the 20th of July, 1864, (Jen. Mahone, in a letter addressed to Gen. 
A. P. Hill, says: 

"There are now with Wright^s brigade for duty only two field officers, 
one lieutenant-colonel, and one major, the former now commanding the 
brigade, Gen. Wright being absent on sick leave for 80 days. With 
no disparagement t4) the officer now commanding this brigade,* for whom 
I entertain a high regard, I am emphatically of the opinion, that the 
better interest of the service as well as the greater efficiency of this bri- 
gade would be most materially subserved by the assignment of Capt. G. 
j. Girardey with tenn)i)rary rank of brigadier-general to its conmiand. 
Until very recently this otlicer has been eonne(?ted with this brigade as 
its adjutant-general from its earliest organization and no one, I am per- 
suaded, enjoys more of the confidence and regard of the officers and men 
thereof than he, and in my judgment deservedly, no less for his^ uniform 
interest (in) its destiny and good repute, than for his skill and gallantry 
as an officer. 

'*Under these circumstances I venture to nominate Capt. Girardey for 
promotion and a-ssignment as indicated. Besides I may add that during 
the current campaign no one under my observation has better earned 
such promotion or sliown himself more comi)etent for the (Hmimand of 
a bri^ide.'' 

Gen. Hill's endorsement on the letter is as follows: 

**Re.««j)ectfully forwarded and recommended. Capt. Girardey is emi- 
nently qualified for the command of the brigade Ixjcause of his own fit- 
ness for the jM)sition, his association with the brigade, and his accepta- 
bility to it. The law was made to cover just such cases as this, and I 
know of none in which it can be applied with hai)pier eflect. The bri- 
gade needs it and the country needs it. Cai)t. G. is a Georgian. I hope 
the apiK>intment will be made with the least |K>ssible delay." 

Gen. Lee's endorsement is as follows: 

"Respectfully forwarded and recommended." 

On the 3rd of August, 1864, Capt. Girardey was a]>}K)inted \o the tem- 
porary rank of brigadier-general and assigned to the command of 
Wright's brigade. Less than two weeks later, on the lOth of August, 
in front of Richmond, whilst gallantly leading the brigade in a charge 
on or near the Charles City Road, this giftetl and brave young otticer fell, 
his forehead pierced by a hostile bullet. 



